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iv The Dedication. 

guifli'cl themfelves in polite Literature; 
hath ferv'd me inftead of Merit with 
Your Lordship, and" at the fame 
time, rehder'd me the Objeft of your; 
Favour and Protection. 

• ■ *h 

"■•'-- • . ' ' ■ 

This, My Lord, makes me hope, 
that ypu will nbt difapprpve j the .liberty; 
I take, to offer yoti thi^ Tranfti^iori of 
the Works of Mohfieur Ve St. Evremondf 
in order to teftify my profound Ac- 
knowledgment to Your Lord- 
Ship. 

Monfieur f)e St. Evremond's. Merit was 
perfe(6tly known to y©u, and ydtf have 
inore than once given him Marks of 
your Efteem liiCan you, My Lord, 
refiife his Works that kind and gracious 
Reception which you were woiit to 
give his Perfon ? 

Tho you are not unac^ainted with 
the Niceties of the French Language, 
yet I flatter my felf. My Lord^ that 
you will fee with .pleafure a Tranfla- 

tion. 
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tion, which may be of fome ufe to the 
Englijl? Nation. 

'Tis the Love you have for your 
Country that makes you pirotedt Men 
of Letters, and excite them, by your 
Generofity, to apply themfelves to 
Works, which tena to form the Mind, 
^nd to render the Tafte more nice and 
delicate. 

The Writings of Monfieur pe St 
Evretnond are capable of producing that 
EfFc(3: 5 fince they are no lefs remarka- 
ble for Delicacy of Thought, than for 
ExaiStnefs of Sentiments : But yet to 
make them ufeful to this Nation, it 
was neceflary they fliould be tranflated 
from a foreign Language, and put in a 
condition or being read by every En^^ 
UJhman. 

Befides, Mr Lord, to publifli in 
En^Up? the Works of Monfieur Ve St. 
Bvremondj is, if I may fo fay, no mo|e 

A 5 than 
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than reftoring to England a Good that 
of right belong'd to it before. 'Twas 
in this happy Country that he wrote 
(he greateft part of them, during an 
Abode of above forty years 5 and Eng- 
land feems to have gain'd thereby the 
Right of looking upon his ProdqSions 
as thofe of one of^ its own Authors. 
They only wanted to appear in the 
Language of the Country to which 
they owe their Birth, and perhaps even 
their greateft Beauties ; fincc they con- 
tain luch bold and lively Strokes, as 
are peculiar only to the Writers of a 
free Nation. 

And indeed. Liberty infpires a no- 
ble and elevated Confidence, which na^ 
turaliy enlarges the Mind, and gives it 
an Emulation that inclines it to trace 
out new Roads towards attaining the 
Sciences 5 «hefcas a fcrvile Dependance 
terrifies the Soul, and fills the Mind 
with a timorous Circumfpciftion, that 
renders it mean and groveling, and I 
fyen debars tlic ufe of its muft ff- 
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fin'd natural Talents. You know, Mr 
Lo RD, that Greece and Jlaly never had 
illuftrious Writers, but whilft they pre- 
fcrv'd their Liberty ; the Lofs of that 
was foUow'd by the Decay of Wit, and 
the Ruin of polite Learning. Greece, 
formerly the Seat of the Mufcs, is now 
involv'd in a frightfiil Barbarity, under 
the Slavery of the Ottmnm Empire; 
and Italy, which, under the influence of 
a '^man Senate, was fo fruitfiil in great 
and learned Men, now fubjecl to the 
Tribunal of the Inquifition, produces 
no confiderable Works of Erudition or 
Politenefs. 



Even in Fr.mce, the number of the 
Learned hath dccreas'd, in proportion 
as the People loft their Liberty. The 
Reign of Francis I. the Father and Re- 
ftorer of Letters, produc'd a great 
number of luch j and under Henry IV. 

• (ind ■'- Snth^er, a Cafaubon, a Thitnnus, 
; a 'Pafquier, and a Mi/Aci'fo. 

iiuic '. iffat Genius's were follow'd, 
of Loeis XIII. by fc 



oaSi-, 
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yeral illuftrious Perfons, who may be 
lopk'd upon as their Difciplesi ; Salma* 
fius, !Blondelj ^ochart, Slrmmd, ^etaVtmy 
all Men of immenfe Learning 5 thofe 
great Philofophers, Gaffmdus and Dw 
Cartes 5. thofe excellent Wits, l8d/;<^c, 
Vo'tture, Sarrajtn, Corneilte^ Sec. But 
the almoft abfolute Power which (^ch", 
/ie« afterwards exercis'd, caft a tlattip. 
and diftruft upon Mens Minds, and^^ 
ftop'd the Progrefs of Letters. They.' 
made indeed an Effort tQ recover 
under the Miniftry of Cardinal A/d;^<<- 
r'm, during which People enjoy'd a.. 
greater Liberty ; and 'tis to this Difpo- 
[ition of the time that we owe Tajcal, 
Moliere, ^cirWy Defpreaux, and La Fort' 
tame. And if fince then there have 
been any great Genius's (as doubtlefs 
there have been and are) they were (q 
conftrain'd, as either to have faid no- 
thing at all, or to have fpoken what 
they thought, by halves. Thus La 
^ruyere complains. That the French are 
tramfd in Satyr 5 (%g:w, the famous Phi- 

lofopher, 
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lofopher, could not, in ten years time, 
obtain a Licence -for publiftiinff -his 
Courfe of Philofophy, and had' it a^ 
laft only on this condition, to retrencK 
whatever djlpleas'd his Cenfors.* and 
Moniieur i)e Fontenelle, Nephew and 
Difciple to . the great Cormillet hath been 
oblig d to depart from the Freedom which 
he us'd in. the firft Works he publifli'd. 
And were we to jiidg of the State of 
Literature ia France by the Writings of 
its prefent Authors, we might fay. That 
an ill Tafie hath got the Afcendant j 
that they diftinguiOi themfelves neither 
with refpe(51: to Learning nor Wit j ^nd 
that they corrupt even their Language 
by unnatural and irregular Turns, and 
by afFe<5ting a fliort fententious Stile. 
And I make no queftion, My Lord, 
btit you are of Opinion, that this, ;as 
I was faying, is rather to be attri- 
buted to the Nature of the Goyern- 
ment, than to the Genius of the Na- 
tion. 
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EMgtand, more fortunate, continues 
to produce excellent Books of all kinds. 
It abounds in Men of Wit and Learn- 
ing, who equal, if not furpafs, the 
great Pcrfonages who have preceded 
incm : And as it enjoys this Advan- 
tage above all the Nations of the Earth> 
ib this it felf may ferve for a Demon- 
ftration, that it alone of all Nations is 
truly free. But that, My Lord, 
which crowns its Happinefs, is it not 
to be under the Government of a 
QUEEN, who hath nothing fomuch 
at heart, as to maintain the Liberties 
of her Subje<5ts, and to blefs them with 
Peace and Plenty ? The Mufes there 
fore, who were ever Friends to Eafc 
and Tranquillity, will doubtlefi make 
their moft vigorous Efforts to produce 
a rich Harveft of fuch Works, as may 
worthily anfwer fo Auguft a Protec- 
tion. 

I think my felf very happy. My 
Lord, in publifhing this Tranflation 

of 
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of the Works of Monfieiir De 5f. Evr^- 
mondj under fiich fevourable Aufpices. 
'Tis true,, feveral Pieces of that cele- 
brated Author have been already done 
into Bi^Up? : but befides that that 
Tranflation was made from French Im- 
prefliohs, which Monfieur De St. Ene» 
mond difowfi'd, becauTe of the infinite 
number of Faults that were in them 5 
the Tranflation it felf was fo defe<5tivc, 
that it became needful entirely to new- 
mould the greateft part of it, and care- 
fully to re§;ify the reft by the Genuine 
Works of Monfieur pe St, Ei^rtmondy 
publifh'd from his own Manufcripts. 

The Honour that Monfieur De 5f. 
Evremond did me, in pitching upon mc 
to publifh his Works in his Life-time, 
and the fhare I had in their Publica- 
tion after his Death, ingag'd me to 
fupprefs thofe unfaithful Tranflations, 
•which would have difhonour'd his Me- 
mory 5 and to take care, that no- 
thing of his fhould come abroad, 

which 



M hich did not faithfully reprefent his 
Thoughts. 

Befides this, yoii will find here, My 
Lord, a gr?^t many of Monfieur 
De 5^ BvrewowijSs Pieces, which never 
appeared in BngHJh : But fppie others I 
did not think proper to mC^ttj . becaufe 
they relate to certiam Fa<Si:s that would 
not affe<^ an Biglifh Reader 5 or becaufe 
they ^re not ipppifant enough to de- 
jTerve tranilatihg. . . ! 

I nave prefix'd to the firtt Volume 
the Life of Monfieur t>e St. TSMremond, 
with new Improvements 5 and at the 
end of the laft Volume, I have added 
the Memoirs of the Dutchefs q( Ma^- 
rhiy and a Collection of fome Works 
attributed to Monfieur T>e St. Evremondy 
for which he had a greaf Value, tho 
he had po hand in them. 

I Challhavc caufe. My Lord, to 
congratulate my f^lf, if you are not 

difpleas'd 



r. 
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difpleas'd with the Pains I have tdceti> 
to make all thefe Works appear in the 
bed: Condition I was able. 

How fair a Field foever thofe ex- 
cellent Qualities, which diftingmfli 
Your Lordship^ in fiich an ex- 
traordinary manner, might fiirnifli me 
with, in this place 3 yet I fliall not, M y 
Lord, undertake to enter upon Par- 
ticulars, 4s- hSt being either prefump- 
tuous enough to believe my felf capa- 
ble of giving them the Praifes they de- 
ferve 5 nor weajk enough to imagine I 
might adcf iEo" their Wlofdi by any thing 
I could fay. 

.;.Aad I am ncft even without Appre- 
lieniion, My Lord, left I may have 
already given too great a loofe to my 
Vanity of acquainting the World, that 
you honour me with your Favour j and 
to the Hopes I have, that you will not 
difapprove the Liberty I take to aiTure 
you, on this occafion, that I am, with 

the 
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tKc. deepen: Serife of Relpe^i: and Gra- 
fitudc, 



MY LORD, 



I • » . 



Your Lordship's 
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Mod Humble and 



Moft Obedient Servant, 



P. Des Maizeaux. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



|H O a great many of MonHeur Ht 
St. Evremond's Pieces were pub- 
lifh*d during his Life, yet 'tis cer- 
tain he had no hand in the Im- 
preffion of them; on the contrary, he op- 
posM it as much as he could. But as he did 
not fcruple to communicate feveral of his 
JWanufcripts to the Dutchefe of Mazdria^ or 
to fome other of his particular Friends, thofe 
whom he made ufe of to tranfcribe them of- 
ten took a Copy for themfelves, which they 
afterwards fold at their own Price to the 
Booklellcrs of Farts, Thofe furreptitious 
Copies being huddled very haftiiy, were ge- 
nerally extremely defeftive ; which, t(^e- 
ther with what was added to or diminiui*d 
■from them at PariSy in order the better to 
accommodate them to the Popilh Religion 
or the French Government, had fo disfigur'd 
them, that Monfieur De St. Evremond could 
fcarce know them to be his own. Yet with 
all the Faults that had crept into them, there 
remaining 
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Jdvertifement. 



rtanaining ftill a great many fine Paffages, 
ifeey^ were receivM with Applaufe in all the 



where the firench Language is un- 
(fec&Md. But this was the occafion, at the 
IjUnifrCMM^ that the Bookfellers of P^r^9 to 
make the Volumes bigger, added feveral 
diings to them from time to time, which 
Mlbsi^Hir De St. Evremond had no fhare in. 

Such a general Approbation ingag'd fome 
Pfertbns, who have not been pleasM to name 
tbemtelveS) to publifh in the year 1692 a 
Yolttinc of thofe Pieces in Englijh (a)^ with 
^ Title of Mifcelkneous Ejfays (J?) ; where 
they thought fit to give an Account of the 
Genios of the Author, and the Charad;er of 
his Writings. " Whoever reads thefe Eflays, 
(fej-s the judicious ' Author of a little Dif- 
couHe, or CharaHer^ which is prefixM to that 
Yohime ; ) ^ will acknowledg, that he finds 
^ there a Finenefs of Expreflion, and a Deli- 
^ catenefs of Thought, the Eafinefs of a Gen- 
^ tlcman^ the Exaftnefs of, a Scholar, and the 
^ good Senfe of a Man of Bufinefs: That 
^ the Author is thorowly acquainted with 
^ the World, and hath conversM with the 
■* heft fort of Men to be found in it. His 
^ Subjefts are often Great and Noble, and 
^ . 

(«f) Then was publjfl/d m i6^/\.y a little l^'^oittme^ containnig an 
;Engli(h Trati/lation of Monfieiir Dc St. EvremondV Refietlions 
ipoA Tragedies, Comedies and Operas. 

{b) Here k the Title at large : Mifcellaneous Effays ; By 
JAeniieur St. Evremont. Tranflated out of French, With 
aCbarader by aPerfonof Hor.oiir here in England ; conti- 
*uM by Mr. Vrydcn, Lir.d::i^ pintcd /^r John Everingliam. 

" then 



u. 
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^^ then he liever foils to write up to them; 
" when he fpeaks of the antient Romansy you 
" would beKeve you were reading one of 
" the fame Age and Nation : the fame Spirit, 
" the fame imaffefted Greatnefs appear in 
" both- If the Subjeft he chufeth be of a 
^^ lower Na,tiir6, he is fure to write that 
^^ which is ^ not common upon it ; there is 
*'• ftifl fomewhat new and agreeable, an(l be- 
^ yehd ' what you could expeft. However 
^' you were aflefted wheii you began to read 
" nim, he gains upon you mfenfibly, and be- 
*' fore you have done, you take a pleafureto 
" be of the fame Opinion with him. 
" The Variety and Choice of his SubjeSs 
pleafes you no left, than what he writes up- 
^^' on' them: He perpetually entertains you 
^^ with new Objefts, and dwells not too long 
^^* upon any of them. As for Method, it is 
•^ inconfiftent with his Defign, neither pre- 
^ tends he to write all that can be faid : He * 
^* fets not up for a Teacher, but he inftruSs " 
" you unawares, and without pretending to 
" it: Every thing apptars fo natural, thaff 
** the Art is hidden, and yet the Obferver*' 
*^ finds all the Strokes of a Matter's Hand : ' 
*^ He knows exaftly when to give over. All 
*^ is fo well, youMl wifti he had faid more ;"' 
^^ and yet when he concludes, you believe be- 
^* could not have ended better. He hath 
^^ truly ftudyM Nature in that point, that it . 
^ is with the Mind as with the Body, tliey. 
^^ are to be treated alike : the-Defircs of hcm^ 

a ^ fttfsoNflL 
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^ from one of the worft Provinces of Frdoce ; 
*^ yet there is fometliing fo forcible, fo vigo- 
•' .rQU5^ and fo mafeuUne in his Expreflioiv 
*^..that after, all the conliderable Improvci^ 
^^ ments the French Tongue! Jiath receii^'d 
*' fince his time, it It ill pleafes, iay it charms 
^ and affects U5. Now as all this, and a 
" great deal morey^may defenredly be feid 
^' in his Praife ; yet Siis wa nmdl. Admirers . 
" mafl: be focc'dto ponfels with me, that 
^' Nicety was nevtariii&Talent vthat.amtongft 
^' hisiinfmite variety ©£ Citations- (for as our 
^ Author fays, yjery well" of him, he's no 
i^ troiiblefom Roft i bttt wheii his own Con:- 
*V verfation fails liimj.hehach fome Friends^ 
^ to /keep it up, till be hath got breath again)r 
*' fome never deleTr v?d ^o be mentionM, an4' 
** others are urgM mal a froftos: In fhort, 
^^ that his way of -writing is too Pindaricat, 
^' and iiis Excurfions too frequent* 'Tistrud, 
** he.is focomplaifaSatto his Reader, as never* 
'' to leave him .in a riy: barren uncultivated' 
^ Places ; he gives him an agreeable Vifia of 
^* Groves: and Meadows : 1 he Scene varies 
** every moment, and confequently muft de- 
^^ light him; but itillhe makes him wander, 
*' ItiU he leads him out of the. way, or at 
*' lealt, for the fake of one beautiful Profpeft, 
" carries him a Mile jor two about : and this " 
f^ at. lung xun caxmot fail . to difguft nice Per- 
^^ fons, >vho are in pin till they arrive at 
^ their Journy's ^wa. On the other hand, 
•* St^huremont is not only Maflrer of all the 
■: ' ' . ,.. f^ good 
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^^ good Qualities of Mmtaigney without any 

^* oi his Defeds, but polTefles feveral otheiis^ 

^^ to which the former was either altosetlier 

^* a Stranger, as Gallantry and a Delicate-^ 

^ nefs of Difceriiment, or cKe was but fl^t- 

" ly acquainted with. To difmifs this Com- 

" parifon ; he hath a greater Depth of Pene- 

^ tration, a greater Juftnefs in ReaibniHg^ a 

^better Tafte of polite Learning, and a 

^^ more exquifitc Knowledg of the Worid : 

•* Not to fpeak of his Language, which wiH 

^* admit no Comparifon *' 

By this, and the oreceding Parages, one 
may fee the high Value our beft EHglijb Au- 
thors did {&i on the Works of Monfieur De 
St. Evremondj under whatever Difadvantage 
they appear^. 

Mr. Brown fpeaks afterwards of the TrAnf 
iation of that Second Volume. " My Friends, 
*^ and I, fays he^ did our bell Endeavours, 
" but found, to our expence, it was equally 
^ difficult to imitate and tranftate St. E'vre^ 
^* ntont. The Periods every where fo harmo- 
^^ nious, and yet fb unafFefted ; the Language 
^* focomprehenfive, and yet fo clear; fo po*' 
^^ lite, and yet fo natural ; that tho we could 
" jfretend to have reachVl his meaning in all 
^^ Places, which " is no eafy matter in an Au- 
" thorfo very nice, and penetrating ; yet we 
" cannot, without a fenfible regret, obferve 
" how much we have fallen below tlie Ori- 
" ginal." I wonder Mr. Bmv^ fhould fay> 
that he and hh Friends cannot [pretend to haa^e 

a ^ fp.^c\?J* 
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resch^d Monfieur De St. Evretnon^s meaning 
in all Places ; for why did they undertalse to 
tranflate his Works, if they were not fure to 
reach his meaning in all Places ? Yet we Ihall 
£)oa fee there was fomething more than Mo^ 
deity in tliat Confeflion. 

At length, all that had appeared in Englijh 
under the name of Monfieur De 6t. Evre^ 
mondj was colleded into one Body, and pub- 
lilhM in the year 1700, in two large Volumes 
in JOcta^vo^ with the Title of The Works of 
Monfieur De St. Evrcmont (f). Tlie Editor 
defires'the Reader^ in a fhort Jtdvertifement pre- 
fixed to the firft Volume, tp take notice^ That 
" this Tranflation of the Works* of Mon- 
*' fieur De St. Evremont was done from 3. Co- 
^^ py of the laft French Edition, correfted in 
^^ many Places by the Pen of the Author, 
*^ and on that account preferable to any yet 
*^ publifh'd:" which feems to infmuate, as 
if it were a new Tranflation, tho it was in- 
deed the fame which had appeared before. 
The truth is, it had been comparM with a 
yrcMh printed Copy, wherein Monfieur De 
' St. Ez'rcMond made feveral Correftions with 
his own Hand, and had partly markM tlic 
Pieces which were falily attributed to him fg). 
But for all thefe Correftions, there remained 
Jlill in that Edition a prodigious number of 

CO Printed for A. and J.Churchill. 

Cd) ^■'^i^ Fieces amounted v.'ry near to the Bul^ of one of the 
Volumes^ fnthey made up z-j Sheets y and each Volume cinftfted but 
4 l- or 33. . 

Faults ; 
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. Fa^ultS ; andHc. yis vfery fer from having thfe 
perfeftiott* of : the Original, as I am going to 
: dcnionitrat^ by. comparing the BditioAs^'^f 
i&gz ^nd 17^0, with that w-e'now pftMifli:^ 
: 'Jnthe fh^memr of Fmn'd^f mth^it* tVkmi^ 
fii}j after J)4on(ieur De Si»1i.t>i^m)nd had bei^h 
fpealcing of /the Strayingi of c'the H^fB^,Sfett 
of the Diipitlbfis ic cau&in£ove aS '#elf ife 
in: Friend ffasp^ unlefs dii^eSied by ch6 'Qi^tfe 
^of Reafon; they add, in '*the^'VoIuma!pbti« 
lifh'd in 1^92 (^A;. 

^ Behold the end erf Love and Fricndfliips. 

f' Upon xthe Heart, by' Reafons juflr i^ 
^^ reafonable, whofe Divi(ion the Mind cl^ 
^ take, rfiere is no Rupture to be appFcf- 
^. hended ^ for either it remains the wlK>Ie 
^^ Life, or it is infenfibly difeiiftag'd with IM- 
^ xretipn arid Diligence, ^t -Is certaiii titat 
*^ Nature hath put in ^Ur- Hearts -feiiie- 
*^ thing of Laughter, if •' one ibay= fay fd, 
^ fome fccret Principle oF ?AfFe£tion, that 
^^ conceals what^s tender, tdiat explains it 
" felf, and is communicable with Friends. 
-^ But the ufe of it hath not been receive and 
^. authorised amongft Men, but only as much 
^^ as to render Life mor^g peaceable and more 
^ happy.'' 

I dehre the Reader to give me leave to 
make two Remarks here : The firilis, That 
I cannot apprehend how the Tranflatpr a*" 
this Volume could honeftly put into Efjglt^ 



*T 
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ruelM Monfieur De St. Evivtfi^'^% m^m^ 
in ill Places ; for why did they undc|:p4]K' » 
tranflace his ■Worlds, jf they were ^noc funs to 
>, reach his meaning in a/I Places ? Yet wft- fbsU 
■ fooQ fee there was fomeching more than Mo- 
^^. deity in tliat Confeifion. 
VJJ At length, all that had appearM in tu^l^ 
ml under the name of MooHeur De St, ^pr^ 
»y^ mutd^ was collected into one Body, and -pub- 
lic llfliM in the year 1 700, in two large Volmnes 
in Satio^ witli the Title of T^ Works of 
Moffkttr De St. Evrcmont {fl The Bditor 
" d^es'lhi Redder^ m a (horc jUvertifement pre- 
fix'd to the firft Voluole, tp take /rotieey That 

« this TmnOatioa of the W(¥Jes^(£ IhIpO- 
V fieur Dt St. EvroHcmf wudqae. from % CO- 
<*^ py <^ the laft irtmcb Edition^ coneded in 
** many Places by the Pea tk the Aatfaor, 
" and on that acoount preferable tt) any yet 
*' pubUlli'd : ^ which foems to infinuue^ «s 
if it were a new TranflatiDa^ tho it was w- 
deed the iame which had appeared bdbre. 
The truth is, it had beeacompar'd widia 
fnntitt primed Copy, wherein Monfieur De 
' St. Ezremtmd made feveral Correftioas vkh 
his own Hand, and had parciy markM the 
Keces which were &Uly attributed to him (g). 
3ui: fin: all thde Corr^tions, there rexnaftDM 
ftSI in that £dkioa a prodigious number 9£ 

CfJ Frmttd firA.md LCtatfdiia. 
r:i^mef,^tbq auk »f :rr StesCSj tad t^ rttum t^^fjfti tM 

FaoUs; 
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They needed .only, for example, defire ifome 
of their Friends to tranfcribe a few Parages 
out of our Poets, or other £^/^ Writers, 
and to leave purpofely in them a Lucunr^ or 
to change fome Words of Lines ; and tatake 
.afterwards upon themfelves to fill up thofe 
Li^cunes^ or re-ettablifh thofe Words or Lines : 
and by the trouble they would find to hit 
only upon the Terras and Phrafes of the Au- 
thor, they might draw very mortifymg Infe- 
rences with refpeft to the Emendations thexr 
attempt to make in the Greek and Latin Wri* 
ters, whofe Language, I believe, t no body- 
now will pretend to underftand fo well as 
they do their own. 

To return to the Paffa^e of Monfieur De 
St. Evremond above-mention'd, it was thus 
publifli'd in the Edition of 1700 (/), where- 
in this Fragment of Friendlbip without Friend* 
jbip (which of all Monfieur De St. Evre^ 
moncTs Pieces, was, I think, worfl: treated) 
appeared in fomewhat a better Condition 
than it had done before, by means of the 
French Copy, correSted in many Places by the 
Fen of the Author : 

'' And this is the common Fate of Love 
*^ and Friend ihip. But if the Heart grounds 
^' its Affedions upon jufl: and folid Reafons, 
** there is no Jlupture to be apprehended ; 
^^ for either it lafts fo; long as a Man lives, or 
^^ it infcnfibly breaks off with Difcretion 



CO Vol, L pag. 409. 




^ xaA S^eed. It:>is certain^ tliat Natdte 
^ hadi piacM in our Hearts fomeching 
^ and rlaughing, fomefecret Princi{iieof 
^ le£bioa, which conioeals ics.own Tender- 
^ Aeis fhxn others, but'opens and ccuninuiii* 
^ catcs it felf to its Friends.; But the ule 
^ of itfaiu:h beeaao further received and am- 
^ thOTis'd amongfl: Men, than as it may rea^ 
^ der life more eafy and happy.** ^ > 

This PaiTage is here much more tolerable^ 
cs I ^id*^ than it was in the Edition of 169JS; 
vet ftill 'tis verv far itom &ithfully repnetenc- 
K^che Thougnt ' and the Expreffions of dn 
Auchor, There remaia in it even iom^ Lints 
which have no Senfe at all : for, pray, what 
is that fomethi9$g g^ Md lat^biBg which Njfi* 
fmre hdtlk fUc^d in our Hearts ; and what are 
we to underftand by thsLt fecren Prdnciple 4f 
JljfeifioMy nhich conceals its arvM Te»dernefs from 
cthersy but opens and communicates it felft^ 
its friends ? ^ 

But the Author himfelf wrote the Parage 
after the following manner, and as it ftands 
in this prefent Edition (m). 

" This is the common Fate of Love, and 
^ Friend fhip grounded on the Heart. As 
" for jdiofe jufl: and rcafonable Ties direfted 
^ by Judgment, there is no Rupture to be 
*^ apprehended ; ftwr ;either they, iafl for Life, 
^ or infenfibly wear off with Difcretion and 
** Decency. It is certain, that, Nature hath 

(w) VoUli. p:ig. iS>. Tkt Ft'mttr bo^ b/imJUkt ft iSo. 

« plac'd 
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" placM in our Hearts a loving Faculty (if I 
^ may fo Ipeakj Ibme lecrct Principle of 
" Atre6iioa, fome hidden Stock of Tender- 
*' nefs, which opens and communicates it 
^ felf in time. But the ufe of it hath been 
*^ no further received, &cJ*^ 

1 thought my felf oblig'd to (hew, by 
this Example, how much the Works of Mon- 
fieur De St. Evremond^ publifh'd during bis 
Life, were defedive, and how faithfully all 
the Ridicule and Nonfenfe of the Tranfcri^ 
bers was preferv'd in the Englijb Tranflation. 
'Tis very hard to conceive how the Tranlla- 
tors could imagine that Monfieur De St. Ezre- 
mondv^2S capable of writing fuch Stuff: and 
if they were fo juft as not to attribute it to 
him, now could they be at the pains to tranf- 
late it into their Language, and to publifli it 
under his Name ? But after all, 'tis poffible 
they thought of nothing of this; and that 
looking upon themfelves, not in the quality 
of Criticks, who are oblig'd to ufe their 
Judgment, but only as Fellows honeftly paid 
for turning into Engliflj a certain number of 
trench Pages, diey thought themfelves bound 
to furnifh, as Men of punftual Probity, the 
whole Ta^ that was prefcrib'd them, with- 
out being in the leaft concernM about the 
dearnefs of the Thoughts, or the exaftnefs 
of the Argument, Wnat would make us be- 
lieve tliat this was in good earneft their View, 
is, That we fee in other Places, where the 
French Impreflion had fuffer'd no Alteration^ 



•* J> 
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. vu Sxiecy hafl been the greateft 

.t u> Lite. He afterwards adds, 

. K't^'^if^ /All/' fhere rvere no well-- 

,,^ »•;.-(.• \Uc/J but w our Court (a).' 

.« )^}.miHJkcy of warmer Climates^ and 

... I S^irifArity in the colder ^ hwder^d 

...*.• i> &i>m keing rxis^d to this f itchy 

:, w . - • f\irdy : But Ex^erieme hath at 

> ,.{s\./^'^d fne^ that there are fuch eve^- 

" ..;,.f ; ind if I hai^e net difiover^d if 

^ /♦: ^iy\ it is becaufe it is difficult for a 

. ^. A.Mauia to relijb any but tht^e of his own 

^../s ^^'^-^ B^t Dr. Drake makes him 

^.\ *' 1 have formerly thought tliac there 

, c iK^ Men of Honour but in our 

^ \ .i/' which is fo abfurd a Milhke, 

V .'.uuiot imagine how he could be guil- 

4 s true, the French Expreffion, honnetes 
.. , li^niiics Men of Honour and Probity^ as 
H^v.^us f/oliie and well-bred Perjons : But is it 
v\A Maxim known to the very Schod-boys^ 
t'x^j when wetranllate an Author, dncfthat 
^HKof the Terms he ufes hath different Sig« 
t^di'.itions, wc mull not take the next that 
Cv^incs uppcrmoll in our Thought, at a ven- 
ture, but chufc that which bell agrees with 
Iiis lind and Intention ? And if Dr. Drake 
had made the lealt ufe of his Difcernment, 



{^it) J'avois era autrefois qa*il n'y avoit d'honretes gens 
qu V 11 noire Cour. OEWRES ME S LEES, Tom. HI. 
t'*i* 2«^. ubi funra. 

(»0 Vol. 11. pagv22. Edihof i-}Qc. 

would 
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would not he IiaVe perceivM that the Court, cf 
Fra»cey which is the thing Monficur De St. 
Evremond is fpeaking of, and the whole Se* 
ries of the Difcourfe, requir'd hirii ;o undi^r- 
ftand tl>at Expreflion oi Pditenefs cf^ Manntrs^ 
and not of Honour and Probity i Did he then 
mean to , expQfe Monlieur De St. Evremond to 
the Laughter- of the E^^ii(by by reprefenting 
him as a Man capable of fancy ing, there ^vyere 
no Men of , Honour and Virtue^ but in. the 
French C.(^ I* • 

In the jxext Page (jc), Monfieur Dt St. 
Evremond hzi,{zidy '^ When I am deprived of 
^ the Confverfation of the Men of Bufinefsj I 
^^ have^ r^courfe to that of the Learned (y) ; and 
^ if I rn^et sjvuh Men skilPd in folite Lit era- 
^^ tutij 1 think my felf no great Lofer^ hy ex' 
^ changing the Delicacy of the Prefent far that 

" ^/ f^fi -^^^■^•" ^^^ Drake hath tranflated 
it {z) : *^ When I want the Company of 
** Men of Converlation, I have recourfe to 
^ the Learned." Which is abfurd and con- 
tradidory \ for it is faying, that the Learned 
are not Men of Converfasion ; and that tho 
Monfieur De St. Evremond look'd upon them 
as fuch, yet he fought to converfe tpith them. 

Some Pages further Monfieur De St. Evre^ 
mond fays {^a\ " That next to the Study of fo* 

CxJ Ibid, pa^ 346. 

CyJ Quand je fuis prive da commerce des geng da 
noncie, )*ai recours ) celui 4e9 Savans. Ibid. p. 27* . 
CkJ Pag. 23. ubifupra. 
Ca) Ibid. pag. 348t 

^^ lite 
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*^ lite Learning (for ivhtch he haJi a more parti^' 
^^ xuldr JffeStion^ he l&v^d the Scieme of thoft 
^ ^tf^^ Ldnyers and Civilians^ who^ might them^ 
" ftlves he LegiJlAtors ; who re^Aftend to that 
^ Origind Jufiiee that fettled Human Society ; 
^- that know what Liberty Nature allows ih- 
^^ eftabliftiM Goveriirhents, and How far the- 
" natural Liberty of private Perfons is re^ 
^ ftraitfdforthe Publick Good, by neceflary- 
** Politicks {by^ Dr. Drake halth tranflated; 
thefe laft words thus (c) :, ^^ That know- 
^^ what Liberty Nature permits jri tftabUrh'd 
" Governments, and what for the Publick 
* Good, eafes private Men of the Burden of 
^' Politicks:'* Which doth not in any wife 
reprefent the Author's Senfe ; or to fpeafc 
more properly, which hath no Senfe at all 
in it. • 

Now let us give two or three more Exam- 
ples out of other Pieces. ^ 

In Monfieur De U Fontaine^s Anfrver to the* 
!Mter which he recelvM from Monfieur De 
St. Evremondj after having teftify'd how 
much he Mras fenfible of the Praifes the latter 
had given him, he adds (d) : 



(b) Q^ii connoiflent ce que la Nature nous laiiTe de Liber* 
icdans lesGouvernemensctablis, & ce qu'en otc aux par- 
ticuliers, pour le biea public, la neceiHcc de la Policique* 
Ibid. p. 29. 

CO Pag. 25. 

(d) VoK II. p. ^07. cf this Edithn* 

To 
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To rvhom the ready World fubmit^ 
Standard of Author s^ Judg of Wit (e)* 

But inftead of that they faid ffj : 

* Touy vphom all Europe does propofe^ 

* T/je Standard both of Verfe and Profe^ 

tt^hich was putting a mean unworthy FIat-» 
tery into the mouth of Monfieur De la Fon-^ 
taine ; fince being an excellent Poet himfelf, 
he very well knew that Monfieur De St. Evre- 
mond Was not the Standard of Verfe^ and that 
no body in Eurofe eVer thought him fd. 

In the Letter toMr^ * ^^ #^ <^ who could 
** not endure that the Earl of 5^ Albans 
" fiiould be in love in his old Age," Mon- 
fieur De5r.£a;r^wdW, to juftify the old Men 
who hdfve an Inclination fiill to love^ fays gal- 
lantly (g) ; *^ The great ejt fleafure that old Men 
^^ hive left them^ is to live ; and nothing con^ 
*^ vinces them fnore that the^ live^ than that they 
" love (h)^^ Inftead of that, they wrote 
thus (i.) : The only pleafure that old Men 



{"tj Tout le Monde vous propofe. 
Pour modele aux bons AuteurS. 

OEVVkES MESLEES, Tom. HI. ^ 182, ubi ftipr. 
CfJ Vol, 11. p. 172. Edit, of 1700. 
fgj Vol. IL p. 23'^ 5 234, of this EdUm. 
(ft J Lc plus grand plaiiir qui refte aux vieilles gens, c'efl 
detivre; &rieanelcs affeure ii bien de leur vie que leur 
Amoun OEVVKES MESLf.ES^ Torn. K. p* 41, ubi fupr. 
fij Vol. IL p. 459« Edit, of 1700. 

b \)v\^^ 
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have left them^ is to love ; and nothing fecures 
the'tr Life fo effectually as that, 

III the Charafter that Monfieur De St. 
Evremvnd hath drawn of himfelf, he fays, 
fpeaking of his Religion (k)^ 






J u /lice and Charity fupply the Place 

Of rigid Penance^ and a formal Face (I) : 



but inftead of turning his Thought into 
Englifb Verfe, as Monfieur De St. Evremond 
haa purpofely done in French Verfe, or at 
leafft 'of reprefenting it faithfully in Profe, 
they rnade hini fay (m)y . As^ for Religion^ 
he makes his Pi^ty.conflfi more in "Jujtice. and 
Chflrity^ than in Repentance: where it muft 
fir ft be' obferv'd, that tliere is no Oppoll- . 
tion' between Jujlice and tharityy[zTid ili?- 
fentance ; and in tl^i? fecond- plac6, tliat they 
attribute to Monfieur De St. Evrernond an a'-^* 
bominable Thought,, by making him exclude. 
Repentance from" his ReHgion. It required 
but a very fmall Attention, to perceive that 
the French word Penitence fignify'd here no- 
thing but the Faftings, Aufterities and Mor-. 
tifications tliat the Church of Rome prefcribes, 

(k.) Set the Life of MonHeur De St. Evremond^ p. cxxvu 
(0 Dejuftice & de Charite 

Beaucoup plus que de Penitence, 
U compofe fa Piete. 
Portrait deMr.de Sc. Evremont fait par lui meme ; feP 
befne the Vth Volume of the OEUVKES MESLEtS, ubi fupr. 

(m) See the Charader of Monlieur De St. Evremond by 
himlllf, prefixed to the Jjl yolumc 4 the Edition of 1700. 

and 
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and which we exprefs very well in Englijb 
by the word Penance^ in contradiftindion to 
Repentance. 

But here's already more than needed, to 
convince the Publick, with what enormous • 
Faults the Englijb TranQation of Monfieur 
De St. Evremond^s Works abounded : whence 
willeafily appear the neceffity there was of 
lending them once more abroad in a Drefs 
more agreeable and ufeftil to the Englifh Rea* 
der ; and that fhouid, at the fame time, do 
more Juftice and Honour to their Author* 
This is the Method I have foUowM. 

The Edition of Monfieur De St. Evremond^s 
Works, which Dr. Silvefire and my felf have 
publifliM from the Manufcripts of the Au- 
thor^ is the foundation upon which I have 
built : But as there are feveral Pieces in this 
Edition, which, to be underftood, dofuppofe 
a thorow knowledg of the French Tongue, 
or that only concern certain Fafts, or Allu- 
fions to fueh PafTages, as happened between 
Monfieur De St. E'vremond and fome of his 
Friends ; I did not think that fuch fmall Pie- 
ces, whereof the greateft part are inVerfei 
would be at all to the Taftc of EnHijh Rea- 
ders, or ihdeed defervM to be publiftiM in 
their Language. We have been alreidy 
*blamM for infcrting feveral of thofe Pieces irt 
•the French Edition ; and the Cenfure' would 
be ftill more juftifiable, if, in the Engl^ 
Tranflation, I had done the fame* I the 
fore hope, that I fhall not be cenfuIrM 

b 4 W 
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having oAi'tted all the Poems of Monfieur 
De St. Evremond ; which, to confefs the 
Truth, are not thofe of his Works that 
have been the moft efteemM. Neither have 
I given three Comedies of Monfieur De St. 
E"jremond ; w^hereof the firft is a kind of Sa- 
tyr againft the French Academy ; the fecond 
w^as written to expofe French Operas, where 
every thing is unnaturally fung; and the 
third, which is partly an imitation of Ben. 
^ohnfon^s Sir Politick-wouU-be^ is a lively Pic- 
ture of the Ridicule of certain Perfons of 
different Nations, as of a Chimerical Eng^ 
lijb Politician ; of a French Gafcon Marquift ; 
of a German Traveller, &c. T'is certain that 
the two firft Comedies would not have been 
intelligible in EngUJJj ; and as for the third, 
feme were of Opinion it would not do fo well 
in EKgli/b : but whatever Deference I pay to 
their Judgment, if I underftand that the gi*ea- 
teft part of the Readers wifh to fee it in their 
Language, I fliall take care they may have it 
ascorrea: aspoflible. 

As I have retrenched feme of the Notes of 
the French Edition, which I had made to ex- 
plain to the French Readers certain things re** 
garding England ; fo have I likewife added fe- 
veral new ones here, to enable the Englijb Rea-' 
ders the better to underftand what concerns 
certain Fafts or Perfons, which are not fufii- 
ciently known on this fide the Seas (nj. 



(/]) Tpcre is a Note reLuhg to Mr. Waller, nh'tcb^ i knon> not 
Low, conttnuci fuiiintbis Edition^ Vu!. I. p. 347. and k not 



only 

uidc{s^ 
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I (hall not inlarge in . this place upon the 
Works of Monfieur De St. Evremond^ nor fay 
anything of his Perfon, to avoid repeating 
what Dr. Sil^eftre hath fo well done in his 
Preface J and what I have my felf fo particu- 
larly treated in our Author's Life. 
^ I fhall rather take notice, that as in pub- 
lifhing the Original Works of Monfieur De 
St. E'vremond^ we have excluded all the Pie- 
ces that were not his ; fo in the Year 1706 I 
publifli'd at.JmJierdam a Colledion of the 
beft of thole latter, under the Title of Me- 
iMge curieuxj &c ; which was fo well received 
beyond Sea, that it hath been feveral times 
reprinted as well in France as m HotUfid. I 
have, in like manner, added here, at the 
end of the fecond Volume, a Colleftion oi, 
the lame Pieces ; but I have been much more 
nice in the choice of them : nor have I in- 
lerted any but fuch as Monfieur De St Evre- 
mond approved of fo far, as to fay, that he 
could mjh he were the Author of them^ 

To thefe I have prefixM the Memoirs of the 
Dufchefs of Mazarin, written in her Name 
.by the Abbot De St. Real^ and which make a 
part of the Colleftion printed beyond Sea ; 
•not doubting but the Englijh Readers u^ill be 
glad to perufe the Adventures of a Lady fo 
well known in this Country, and whom Mon- 
fieur D^ <S/. Ei/r^;^^;?^ hath, by his V/rii^ings, 

^clefs^ but even inexxH ^ and this I thinly my ftlf the mne obfi^d 
tooifervey becaufe the Attthjr cf .^;r. Waller'/ Lif?, pQjixd to 
** Works* hath attributed It to Dr. Silveftre. 

b j ^\\\ 
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ftill rendered more famous. Thefe Memoirs 
reach to the time ftie retirM to Chambery^ 
where fhe liv'd in a kind of Privacy till fne 
came hither : and as in the Life of Monr* 
fieur De St. Evremondy I liave related the moft 
confiderable Events of her Life,^ fmce her Ar- 
rival in England ; fo in ' joining thefe two 
Works, the Reader may have, in fome man- 
ner, a compleat Hiftory of this Dutchefs, 
who was no lefs famous for her Beauty than 
Jier Misfortunes, ^ • ; 

I have carefully revisM the Tranflatipn qf 
. the Works attributed to Monfieur De Su 
Evremond^ and particularly that of Madam 
J^U^^rm\ Memoirs^ which was. full of fuch 
blundering and comical Miftak^s (o)^ that I 
might here fufiiciently divert the Readers, 
were it not high time to finiQi this Jdvenife-^ 
vieyit^ which is but too long already. 

For the reit, I mull: not forget .to inform 
the Pub lick, that the Memoirs of the Life of 
the Earl of Rochefter, in a Letter to the Dut^ 
chefs of Mazarin, fet before his Works ^ were 
pot written by Monfieur De St. Evremond^ to 
whom they are afcrib'd. Never was any 
thing more remote from his Genius and Man- 
ner. I am bound to fay as much of the Rer 
fliciions tipn the Doctrine of Epicurus, which 
he hath particularly difown'd, and which in 
effect are very diiferent from what he thought 

(o) The Aiiibor calis b'imfelf P. Porter H/^-, / made u[e of the 
Eiii^m of i6')6. 

of 
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of this famous Philofopher. They were firft 
tranflated by Mn Brown in the Year 169^, 
and publifh'd as a genuine Work of Monfieur 
De St^ E'vremond ; but in the Edition of 1 700, 
where they were likewife infer ted, they 
were preceded by a fliort Advertifement (j))^ 
wherein the Editor was finiere enough to tell 
the World, tlmt this Difcourfe ^ ivas hot 
* written by Monfieur T>Q St. Evreniont (ds he 
^ himfelf owns in his Epjile (q) to the Modern 
^ Leontium.)' After this, there is reafon to 
wonder it fhould be tranflated afrefli, and 
publifh'd under the name of Monfieur Dc St. 
Evremondy at the Head of Eficunt^^s Mc- 
ralsy printed two or three Years ago, i^vc- 
tended tobQ tranjlated from the Greek ijj^ and 
which, as well as the Rellcciions joiaM to it, 
are but aniere Tranflation from the Morale 
d^ Epicurey pubiifhVl at [\tris in the Year 
1685 (^^)tby the Baron Des Cent arcs. In a 
word, there is nothing of Monfieur De St. 
EvremoncCs in the Book printed in 1707. 



CPJ ^^ this AJverfffemtirit Wis nffur^d^ that thi^ Difonne h 
built upon Monfieur ue St. Evremond's HypcithcTis, anJ wric- 
ten afcer his manner: nbkh is a double Bulfity. 

CqJ In the Second Volume^ p. ?85. of this Edition, 

frj The Title at full length is : EpicurusV Morals, tranf- 
lated from the Greeky by JohnDigby Efq; with Comments and 
Refleftions taken out of ftrveral Authors. Alfo fjocy.itcs's 
Advice to Demonicus 'j' done out of C/r-:'c/^ by the fniric hand. 
To which is added, An Elfay on Epicums's Morals, written 
by Monfieur 6'^ Evremont^ and made Er.gt-jl) by Mr. Jjhfipv, 

CsJ The Englifh Tranjlator m.ide uie of the Editior oj- th^ 
Hague in i58d. See the Hiftoire Critique de la Rcpub- 
liquedes Lettres, tant ancienne que moderne. 7b/w. ih f * 
289, 290. 

b 4 "aLtA 
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and intitledi The MifceBMeous Remains (f 
Cardinal Vcrron^ Prefide»t fhmnuSj Monfieur 
St. Evremont, &c. shrii^d and done into 
Englilh, xvith a Preface : and the Reader may 
reft affurM, that his moft confiderable Works 
are contained in thefe two Volumes ; as well 
as, that, whatever any one may be tempted to 
attribute to him'nereafter, doth by no means 
belong to him. 

There remains for me now but to fay two 
things : The firft whereof is, that I have 
taken care, Monfieur De St. Evre^nond^s Pic- 
ture in this Edition ihould be much liker 
than any that hath hitherto appearM, having • 
* alfo adaed a very exad Print of his Tomb : 
And the other thing is, that not having been 
always within dift:ance to review theSheets, 
before they were printed off, I hope none 
will impute to me the Faults that may have 
efcap'd tlie Correftor's Care, and which may 
pny way difturb the Senfc, * 

i 
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A. 

PREFACE* 

BY 

P. SILVESTRE, M.D. 



nCorreft Edition of Monfieor De St. 
\ Evrtmand's WORKS has been fo 
long defir'd, that 1 perfuade my Telf 
this, which now appears, will meet 
I with a favourable Reception from the 
Pablick. All the former Editions of 
them, either in France or HoUand, being fo ck- 
tremcly defeftive, this may really pafs "for the 
firft. Thofe who have not been acquainted vJith 
Moa^CQV De St.Evremovdy ought to be inform'd, 
that he never put any thing him felf to the Prefs, 
and that the Books which have hitherto been pnb- 
'lilh'd under his Name, were printed from Copiei 
which were handed about, for the moft part cur- 
tail'd, and commonly very faulty. The two firft 

* Tbk Freface was fiefix'J, and chUfy reUtes, U the French 
EdUhn of tht Waks "f Afmfim De St. Evremond, jirft jublijh'J 
fiem the Autm's Ori^initl MMiifcipti in tbe Ttaj 1 705, 
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Volumes of his Works that appeared, were fo 

auickly fold ofF^ that the Paris Bookfeller, being 
cfifoitis to pablifli a larger Edition of them, fpar'd 
no Pains or Colt to colkft new Pieces i which was 
the occafion of his adding at random to the ge- 
ntyne Writings of Monfieur De St. Evremond fe- 
veral Pieces, which were not of his compofing. 
-This Abufe came to fuch a height in all the fol- 
lowing Editions, that at laft whole Volumes were 
printed, in which nothing of Monfieur De St. Evre^ 
m$nd^s was to be found", fuch as the 5^- ETRE" 
MONIANA^ and the CoUeElion (/ Monfieur De 
St. Evr.emont'; Works ^ printed by ^.mi^oviin 1 70 1, 
I will not mention the Memoirs of the Life of Count 

D , before his Retirement^ digefted by Mori" 

fi^nr Dc St. ETT^mond^ printed dt Paris in, two f^o^ 
lumh^' ilko ; for it would'be an Afiront tipoh the 
Judgment of the Publick, to fuppofe they could be 
imposed upon by the Title of that Romance. 

Wc mutt likewife obfcrve, that in Xli¥ Paris Ef 
ditionsallthe proper Names have either beeiierff 
tirely left out, or atlcalt difguifed^ and that ima« 
ny Paflages which appeared to be tott free, hav^ 
been wholly cut off. In the Edition^ of HoUdmJi 
thofe Faults were fo far from being cor f e'Sed, tliat 
they wcremultiply'd : inftead of fupplying the O- 
niiffions, the Editors added forae infipid Pieces j 
and there was fuch a ftrange mixture of good and 
bad things, that Monfieur De St. Evremond was not 
able to know himfelf in thofe Editions. 

He was follicited from France to revife his Works, . 
and his Friends at London daily prefs'd him to 
glire fuch an Edition of them as he could own i but 
he ftill perfifted in denying their Requelt. After 
the hit Peace, the Bookfellers of Paris made him 
fuch advautigeous Offers, as would have tempted 
any Man of a Temper more interefted than his 
was. In (hort, nothing could move or prevail 
' ' * upon 



ipon Um. *^4-^c <^'»d^. ^ S'^'^ Diladvaatage, 

^ (ftgi Iw, M 4 Z^Mf n* f« M^imifeBt d^ PfiaClos) 

ttapoatJwaccoanrof.thofi; finall Treaties wh^ch 

; ** iKprinted ander my N^mf. There are, good 

'■ * ones, which 1 do not own, becanfe they .do sot 

f tibelDogto me ^ and among thole nhicb j.faave 

*' oompwd, tl>eTe is a mixture of abnndaace of 

**■ UUc and feolilh Eieces, which I do not tbiak it 

** worth my while co difown. AC the Age to 

** whidil am nowarriT'd, one Hour of Life well ■ 

** lDplQy*d is of more Valae with me, tfaan the 

"Amntage of an indifierent Reputation. How 

« Wd a tnattcr is it to cure one's ftlf of Self- 

" Love'. As an Aathorl caft it off, but 1 take it 

*' Dp again as a Philofopher, as feeling a leaeC 

" Plearurc in ne^kding that which others purine 

** with fo much Eagerncfs.** I remember that as 

I was one day calking with him 0D-cI}is Sub)ed,and 

faying. That lince he would not take the pains to 

rcvife his own Works, he ooght at leaft, to give 

tbat Satisfa^on to feveral People, to mark the 

Pieces which he difown'd. Heanfwer'd, " There 

" is perhaps a mixture of Vanity in myCoodoft,: 

" There is fuch a Piece printed amongfl: my Works, 

" which 1 would owi with all my Heart, and 

" nhidi is better than what I have written." 

Batihho MoTi^xtm- tDt St. Evrtmond itill refus*d 
to poMfli his Writings, yet he chang'd his Hind 
ftme time before his Death, and fix'd his Eyes 
on Mr. Dts Afaiz-eanx^ in order to commit the 
care of that Matter to hiai. Purfuant to this De- 
fign, he read over his Works along with hlro ; 
mark'd what was and what was iTot his, on one of* 
the Books printed under his Name; corrcfted many 
things ; and communicated to him Explanations 
■ ^aflagcs as wanted a Commentary : In fine, 
^^ £0 him his Manufcripts, and revis'd 
M Copies which he had made of them. 
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His great Age and Infirmities leaving no room to 
hope he Ihould live long, Mr.. Des Maisieaux loit 
no time in getting all the Helps and Afliftances 
that were neceflary ; nor did he want aay thing of 
this kind, except fome few Pieces, when he was 
obligi'd to go info the Country. In the mean while, 
Monfiear De St* Evremond finding himfelf weaker 
than ordinary, did feveral times fignify his great 
Defiretofeehim, and even begM Dr. LaFevre (a) 
to write to him to come with all fpeed. But 
having departed this Life before Mr. Vcs Mai^ 
xMmr could come to Town, his Manufcripts, which 
he had often promis'd to leave to me, were deli- 
verM to me by hi^ Diredion after his Death. This 
laid me under an Obligation, in fome fort, to fet 
about an Edition of his Works,* in concert with 
Mr. Des Msizxapx. The Method we obferv'd 
in this, is as follows. 

We lopp'd off every thing that Monfieur De St. 
Evremoad difownM i good or bad, all was left out 
without diftinQion, if it was not his. Our Accu- 
racy in this matter was fo great, that ex;:epting 
one Piece only (h)^ about which we fti 11 entertain 
fome Doubts, the Publick may be fatisfy'd that eve- 
ry thing which appears in this Edition, was really 
written by Monfieur DeSt. Evremond^ unlefs where 
it is exprefly mark'd as t)elonging to another. 
We have been at great pains in reviling all that 
had been formerly printed, by compariug it with 
the Manufcripts. Having feveral Copies in my 
hands, we made choice, from among, the different 
^ Readings, of that which to us appeared the moft 
natural, and fupplyM by one Manufcript that which 
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to the Duki of Nevcrs ; it wxs found amfing Afon* 
retnoaJ*/ Papers, but we will mt be fofuive that 
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was wanting ia another. In fine, as to the Ptuic** 
tat ion, which of all things Monfiear De St. Evre^ 
mond was tnofl: carelefs aboat, we foDow'd that 
which made the belt Senfe, and gave the mofl: beatu 
tifurTurn •, by which method we reftor^d that Per- 
fpicoity Stod Diftindnefs which was wanting to fe^ 
veral Periods. We have added many Pieces which 
never faw the Light before ^ and in that Number^ 
if I miftake not, you will find fom^ which are no- 
thing inferior to the firft. We have been partica« 
larly careful in publilhing as many Letters and 
fiiDets as we could colled: : For if tbey contain no* 
thing of much Importance, yon will at leaft find 
in them Monfieur De St. Evremond^% Genias. We 
• ought not always to judg of an Author by a pec- 
fed and finiOi'd Work : We are pleasM to behold 
him in his natural Drefs \ nor is there any thing 
more proper to reprefent him fuch as he is, than 
what he writes familiarly, and without Premedita« 
tion. To fay no more on this Head, the GoUec<- 
tion we have made of things of this kind hascoft 
ns abundance of Pains. There are feveralof thofe 
Pieces which Monfieur Dr St. EvntMnd had not 
bimfelf, and which we were oUig'd to make anln« 
quiry after every where. Dr# Le Etvrt has furnifli'd 
us with a good many of them. ^ Befides, having 
been particularly acquainted with Monfiear Vt 
St. Evrtmend^ and having convers'd very familiarly 
with him for the fpace of forty years, he has let 
us into the meaning of abundance of Fa£ts,:.'and 
clearM up fe veral Particulars, which we were igna- 
rpntof. 

. We have taken care thro the whole WotkT' to 
fiH up the Gaps, and fet down at length fuch pro- 
per Names as were either quite effaced or dilguisM. 
We have likewife added Notes, thatconfift forne^ 
times of a Paffige which the Author quotes in 
Frtncb^ or to which he alludes ^ at other times 



..Iviii PREFACE. 

ted, we thought our felves obligM not to cancel 
them, left the Pablick might imagine we bad fet op 
for Judges, and would needs decide about the Value 
and Worth of every thing. As for fuch as were . 
never printed, ' we have usM greater Freedom. 
We were not willing to' publifh all the Trifles 
which he wrote in hafle, and which he would not 
take the trouble to dorreft \ but only made the belt 
choice we could. I forefce that all Readers will 
not be equally touch'd with.thofe Works. There 
is iin fuch a Piece a fine Thought, a nice Raillery, 
which will efcape moft People. In order to be a- 
ble to perceive this^ it were requilite to be exaftly 
inforraM about the CharaSer of the Perfons with 
whom one cOrrefponds \ we Ihould know cer- 
tain Fafbs and certain Circumftances, which give 
occafion to a Q:iibble or Banter, and which without 
that will appear tnolt inlipid. This isonavoida-' 
ble in Works which connft of Wit. The only 
way to remedy this InconVenience, would be to 
illuftrate every thing with good Notes : But be-^ 
fides that this would be an infinite Labour^ it is 
not always allowable to name Perfons, efpecially if" 
they are alive ^ and there are abundance of things 
which are not fit to be &id. We have only made 
an Efiay of it upon two or three Pieces which re-* 
gard JVforin (/). 1 defire that they who have for- 
merly read them, without finding any Wit in them, 
may rcaj them over again, and I promife my felf 
they win find quite another Spirit. By this they 
may judgof the reft', and if there be any PafTages 
which they do not underltand, they will fufpend 
their J-ulj^ment, and render at leaft this Juftice to 
the Author, that he may have had in view ano- 
ther Seiife than what prefcnts it felf at firlt fight. 

■»■*— — ^— — ^— ■ I I ll.l I II ■ ■ B^li— — — 
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Since I am iafeafibry drawn in to defend Mon* 
fiear Dt St. Ewfimnd^ I (hall in few words anfwer 
two Objedions which may be made againfl: his 
Works. Thefirft reeardsthat odd Medley of fe«> 
rious and comical, of grave Matters and Trifles. 
Would it not have been fufficient, fay certain an- 
ftere and difficult Perfons, to have made a Collec* 
tion of all that is good and folid ? Why was not 
every thing left out, that is not only ufelefs, but 
alio waggi£ ? Thofe People, who would have us 
apply our felves only to ufefui Studies, ought to 
confider, that our Author is not a Dodor who 
writes to inltrud: and dogma tize, and that h$ is 
not a Man ingag'd by his Profeffion to give the Pub- 
lick an Account of his Time aud Studies. He is 
a Gentleman, who having much Leifure, feeks how 
to pafs away the time agreeably ^ who writes fome* 
times on one Subjed, fometimes on another, only 
for bisownAmufementi he is a Man of Wit, who 
propofes to divert himfelf, as well as a certain 
number of Gentlemen, with whom he conver- 
fes. It would jnofl: certainly be unjuft to judg 
of him with too much Rigour j and the Injuf- 
tice would be yet greater, to oblige thofe, who 
publifli his Works, to fupprefs all fuch as are pure- 
ly diverting. 

The other Objedion turns upon Monfieur De St. 
EvremomPs Stile. They fay, it is not always 
dear; that there is fometimes Obfcurity in it, 
and often Adedation. You find in it, fay they, a 
too exad and labourM Meafure, and too frequent 
Antithefes. I will not pretend to juftify Monfieur 
3g St.'Evremond in everything*, but this I may 
lay. That bis Thoughts were juft, and his Expref- 
fiou noble : His Turn is fine, his Didion pure, bold 
and equal. He will ever pafs for one of our beft 
Writers ; and even his very Negligences are happy. 
He knew them as well as any Man, but he would 
not /crupaloufly fubjed himfelf to the Kules vvvuc-^ 

c ^\x<!<i 
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.:■ •/i.jv. -^ii- modern Piirifts. He complain'i of 
c:.e:oo ^rwt Exadnefi of out Atltbort, ^hor,'*y 
c'-Jc-ircnlrtiTj to polflh tfec frfwcfc; Lahjguage, robWd ■ 
.: or j'MtsNcrvoofncfs and Force, .Hecould-^ribt- 
•H.ur tbote who write in a manner alwiys exaift;' 
l^lt^:oa::i^^rm; and one of the Advices he gaViJ- 
./. cuicv to write well, was to vary as much as p6f* 
iNc rbc Conftruftion and Turn of the Phrafe. 
l*ur wc hive fjid enough of the Works, 'tis tiinci 
Lo fVcik of the Author. 

ifl.fRI FS DE S7- DENIS, Lord of ^^- 
i y .K E MOND^ was of a noMe and* antient Fa* 
::>ilv i:i I f^wer Narm.wdy. The trbe Name of bis ' 
r.u!#l\ \y\%Martquetel Qf) \ but for aconfidefable 
I line Ins Anccftors had taken that of St. Denis^ from 
I he I ordlhipof Sr- Denis du Guafiy in the Cotanrin^ 
bcl wi^t >>. /.# and Courance* 

1 he Baron of St. Denis j his Father, commanded 
I he ( Aunpany of the Gendarmes of f^nryde Bourbon^ 
lift WfYx of Montfenfier^ Governor' of Normandy. 
Mcin.inyM N. of Rouvl/le^ Sifter to the Marquiis 
.»V Kjui'iuc^ who was appointed^Supetintendant of 
ihc liiunccs^ and of this Marriage he had fir 
StM»K, .ill well bred, and Men of Parts. Monfieur 
t>e Si* Fvremond^ who was one of the ybungcr Sons, 
HmvivM all his Brothers-, and of that numeroos 
Kimily, there arc no Males left but.the Defcendants 
of the cKleft Brother. The Marquifs oi St. Denis 
\\\Aks ii conliderable Figure in i\r(7r»T^;7^ at this day. 

^loulieur De St. Evremond was fent to Paris very 
\AHMivs to the College of C/frwtfwf, where he com- 
:uc»K\i his Studies i and after having gone thro a 
^:oiM Ic of Fhilofophy, he went to Caen^ where lie fl:\j- 
^IjM law. IJut his Genius notbeingturn'd that way^ 
;ii \\A\ fcnt to the Academy, where he ftaid bat a few 
Mouihsv for he was fcarce fixteen years of Age 

, -S 'Hh Mtbw of the MELANGES D' HISTOIRE ET 
; ■ ■' ^ 'TORE, under the name <if Vigneul-Marville, 

I>c Margotellc, 

when 
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when he entered into the Service : He foon got a 
Company of Foot, and was at the firft Siege of 
Arras. Afterwards he was in the Horfe-Service, 
and entet'd into the Troop of Guards of the 
Duke D' Afiguien (f). He was at the Ingagemcnt 
of Frifrnrjf, and the year following at the Battel of 
Nortlingen : He was then Lieutenant of the Guards 
to the Prince of Conde\ and having been comman- 
ded with two Squadrons to take Poft on an Emi- 
nence, he fufferM fo great a Fire from the Enemy, 
thatalmolt his whole Troop was deftroy'd. He 
was wounded himfelf in the left Knee by the (hot of 
a Faulconct, and the Surgeons were in doubt for 
fix Weeks whether theyfhould cut off his Thigh*, 
but perceiving there were fome hopes of Cure, they 
deiay'd coming to that hard Extremity, and pcr- 
fedly recovered him, after he had been under their 
hands for fevCral months. His Wound broke open 
again at L^7iJ(?» thirty years after, but was fo well 
cor'd, th^thehadno otherlnconvenicncy by it but 
a little Weaknefs in that Leg. 

He continued to ferve in Germany and Fimders 
under the Prince of CW/, and got the Efteem and 
Friendfhipofqoft of the Generals. His Cipacity 
appear'd in the different Pofts thro which he pafs'd, 
and his Valour appeared oftner than once in the 
Field, as well ^s in Duels, where he always* came 
ojff withabdndanc€f'of Honour. Befides, he dillin- 
guilh'd himfelf frbm the common fort of OiTicers, 
by a ojore fine ind polite way of thinking, by a 
Juft'and cjfegant manner of ExprefTion. Ihofe 
Qualities made him be taken notice of and eftecm'd 
byMonfleur DeTure/inej the old Marflial D' E trees ^ 
the Marflial DeGfammom^ the MarJhal IJ'^/f'r^r, 
and many other Perfons of the firft Rank. But his 
jgr eat eft Friend (hips were with the Count De Gram- 
mont^ the Count D' 0/owr, the Duke of C^z/^i^e/r, 

CfJ tew is U. l/kil Ftince of .(^i^nic^ wha wot caWd Vnk^e 
D'Anjuicn hhU Father^s Ufe-time^ 

C 1 ^O^'^ 
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the Marlhal De Cleremhaut^ and the Marflial Dt Cre^ 
qui. This lalt honour'd him with hi^ Friendfliip fb 
long as he livM, and gave bim mbft coovinciog \ 
Proofs of it at a Time, and in Circumftances where- 
in it is rare to find true Friends. 

The firft years that Monfieur De Su Evremand 
was near the Prince's Perfon, he was very much ia 
his Favour. He was one of thofe with whom his 
Highnefs lovM to retire, and converfc familiarly i 
and he was often admitted even to be a Companioa 
ill the Prince's Pleafures. The Prince difpatch'd 
him oftner than once to Court about important Af- 
fairs 9 nor muft I forget, that when he feot him is 
1 646, to carry the News of the taking of Fumes 
to the Queen Mother, his Highnefs charg'd him to 
wait on Cardinal Mazj^rin^ to make the firl! Pro- 
pofal to him of the Siege of Dunkirk^ and to rega« 
late with that Minifter whatever was neceflary for 
the execution of fo great a Defign* The this got 
him a figure in the Army, yet he could not refift the 
natural inclination he found in himfelf todifcover 
and take notice of Mens weak Side^ a Talent 
which he exercis'd much afterwards. The Mar- 
lhal of Clercmhaut and he did make it their 
BuHnefs to obferve the Sentiments and minuteft 
Aftions of the Prince j and tho both of them 
own'd they admir'd his great C2ualities, yet they 
did not keep meafurcs with him in their Raille- 
ries, and perhaps did not always (bow him that 
Refpcdt they ought to have done. This lafted fe- 
vcral Months -, but they could not play their Gam« 
fo cunningly as to hide it from the Prince. From 
the Temper he was of, onemayeafily judghisRe- 
fentment was more than ordinary, particularly a- 
gaiqft Monfieur De St. Evremond. In a (hort time 
after, happened the Imprifonment of the Princes^ 
and the Civil Wars, and the Prince was forc'd to 
retire to the Low Countries. But after the Peace 
was madCj ills Highnefs was fo ^<&uttous as to yar- 
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>illiin^ nd OkwM nocb kindaefs to him whn 
tkw bim a^io at J>*wt After this the Prince 
vc hitn Allnmices of bis AKdioo and Eftccm, 
(Ml ftvertl ocdiGoas. 

After llietikiDg of DmliVl, he went to ferve ia 
tidvmiM. The Troables happening the followi^ig 
an. he flways kept firm to the King's Paity, 
4ebtiia'd a Marflial de Camp's Breviat, with a 
nfioaof a thonfand Crowos (^J. He had fevc- 
'. CooiiiMdcls in Cmmnt during the Ci?il Wars, 
i tto body was in greater Credit than he with 
•Duke DtCtimlMley who commanded a fmall Ar- 
ia thaC Province. The Troops werethen paid 
jirregnlarly : The Officers had only Afiignments 
a the Towns and Communities, and every one 
It the belt bargain he conld. Monfieur De St. 
tifoHdj who knew how to make the beft of all 
rnrreoces, and being fopported by the Interelt 
Uoafiear Fouquetj nbo was very intimate with 
jj- manag'd his Af&irs very well in Guieme- 
r Awn*d himfelf} and often made merry with it, 
itio two years and t half he had made fifty chou- 
id'Ltvres good Moay in that Place ; dPncamien^ 
■i be, wiiVfc WAS efgrtttt uft to at aU the reft of my 

A' fliort time aftei; that, he was ingag'd in a very 

pobtefbin Afliiir- The Duke De Candalt was ve- 

Ktard) with Cardinal Maz.arin \ and we may even 

^K that this Minilter made all the Advances, and 

^T' he omitted nothing in order to draw him in to 

>atereft$. However, in the Accommodatioa 

.b the Province of CmVwe made, the Dukefol- 

dmeafures which were difplealing to theCar- 

■^$ bac be not daring to attack Monlieur De Cun- 

HKivedly, thought his beft way was to mortify 

^^Bwtr De St. Evremondj who was accus'd of hav- 

wtt InthofeCoun fels. Upon a very fligh t 

Wvc tbeOriein/iU ^tbe tmBreviatt, (UttdJrmQim' 

i6f&iMi 17/61/ September, i5$3. 
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Pretence j that is to fay, for fotttc Jefti he made at 
Table, in which Monfieur De St.Evnmtmd had M 
more (hare than the reft of the Ck)mpany i thjB Car- 
dinal caus'd him to be put in the B^Jiile* After hi 
had lain there above three mouths, he was fet at li* 
berty j but the frightful Idea of the BaftiU never 
went out of his mind, and this Fright was the 
chief reafon thatoblig'd him to depart iynffcf, as 
we Ihall relate in the Sequel. • ... 

The Pyrenean Treaty being then on foot, and the 
Plenipotentiaries of the two Crowns come to the 
Congrefs, IMonficur P^ St.Evrtmond went thither 
with fcveral Perfons of Quality- He was rtoo able 
and too acute not to perceive the Game of Cardinal 
Maz^arin and Don Lewis de Haro : Thofe two Mioi* 
Hers endeavour'd to trick one another, but at bot^OQ^ 
they were both equally defirous of Peace, tho tbciy 
went upon difiirent Motives. When Monfieor D^ 
St, Evrcmoffd hh Paris^ he had promfeMto writeto 
fomeof his Friends, and give them anAceoupt-of 
what pafs'd at the Conference. Amojog .thefe,tbere 
were a good many who defit'd tne Continuation of 
tlic War i the Marftal De Creejui was one of the firft 
of them, and lb Monlieur Z)r '5r. Evremond t\\€A}j^\\t 
he (houIJ oblige him by ridiculing the famous Tre^« 
ty of the Pyrenees ^ which at that tinle was look'd 
u])on as diladvantageous for France, ]So queftion 
bathe exprclVd hi-nllli" with too much Freedont, 
(^r rsrhcr rally'd the Piime Minilter too fevcrelyin 
that Letter, whith was the Caute of his Difgrace. 
This is what he own'd himfelf^ but be could not 
forcfcc that this Letter fbouid be made publick« 
We /hall lie prcfenily how this came about. 

King Charles U. retum'd into Engl^ed fooni^fter 
the Peace, and wascomplimeattd upon his bapRy 
Kcftoration by all the Princes and States of Ewr^u 
1 he i\iiig of France diilinguifhM biib&lf aboTA^iU 
the reil,^ by fending the Count i>r ^S0i[^x. !£bis 
Kmbaily was molt magaiiicect, botb-by l&c|t 
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the Ambafladory and the great Retinue of P'erfbhs 
<if Qpality who accompanyxl him ; of which num- 
ber was Monfleur Df St. Evremohd. For the fp^GC 
%>fiaboQt(ix'&ionths that he (laid at London^ befides 
having the Honour of being particularly known to 
th« King and the Duke of TV^ril, he (aw many Eng- 
Hfii Lords whom he had known in France^ and made 
HeWAccjaaiataQce-; which was the reafon of his 
fixing his Abode in England afterwards. 
' • Some time after his return to Francey Cardinal 
Musmrin died, and the Ruin of Monfieur Foutjuet 
was refolv'd upon. The Reader will hardly be 
able to imagine how the-Dtfgrace of Monfieur 
:f94upi€t occafion'4 that of Monfieur De St. Ewe- 
Smnd^ and thti^efere I defire I may be allowM to un- 
^ddle thisitiaicer, which is under ftood but by ve» 
jFy ftw. TRe Goiirt, the better to cover thcSr De- 
■ffgii, went to tdke a Tour ixijpijou^ and firom thence 
la Br9timtiy.l Mt^fienr Di St\ Evremond went along 
<With the HzxVA2Lyi)eCleremhdfit\ and when he took 
his Journy, he left a Box withf Madam Duplejfis Bel'- 
iiirey itt whicfh there was fome ready Mony, fome 
:Notes, and all hisPapers. When Monfieur Fouc^mt 
was taken upv fhey weri riot fatis^'d with feizjng 
all the Paperl he had at his Houfe, but they likewife 
fecurM the Papers of his Friends, andoftbofewitii 
whom he had cnter'd into the ftrifteft Ties. Ma- 
^am Dutleffis bfcing Monfieur De Fouquet^s particular 
Friend, ncr Papers were alfo feii'd i and thus Mon- 
-ficor De St. Ewemondfs Box was carry'd away with 
the Papers wbidi were thought to belong to the Su- 
perintendant. There they found the Letter concerc- 
ing the Peaceof t\it Pyrenees^ which till then had re- 
arer been fcen by any but the Marlhals De Crec>ui and 
Clerembantj it was fhewn to the King, and nothing 
was forgot that could irritate the Mind of that 
Prince. It being an uncommon thing for Courts to 
intereft themfelves in the Reputation of a decedisM 
Minifter, it win doubtlefs be thought ftrange, that 

c 4 ^Si>\ 
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tnyFerfons (hould be found, who, Iwd theMemory 
I the Cardiiial fi> moch at heart^^ it to matecjitia*' 
Ltal Crime of fome Railleries. .Bat yoa imift 
LOW, that Meffieoira LeteMier. n,nd CMertj ylio 

nU'd tbemfelTes apon the R^t . of MooGtor Bmr 

Cft^ were the Creatqres of hiS'BiniAeii€e;; and^ttifit 
tb of them aSejBting 4 pioos Ackntowtedgmeat mA 
Gratitude for their Mafter and Jfene&ftor, did. rer 
prefent to the-Kiag, That this Qnmerciful laihioC 
of the Prime Mioifter^ who had ^gpf^o'd the State 
dnriog his Minority, , was attacking the Regei^^ of 
the Qpeen his Mother, and turning the b^uinii^^ 
bis Reign into Ridiqajte. Thoie infinaations htd 
theur Effed; and Mon&tm De St., EiMm$9id heun 
ad^crtisM in time of the bad Iqim^li^os which Inm 
been given of htm, did, by the aSw» yQJ^his Fridiij|% 
abfent himfelf. At firCt be retir'di into Nmtum^ 
to };be Hoqfe of one of bis Rda^BS) \»% »fit 
thinking himfelf fafe there, he waspblig*d to cbaiHp^ 
his Retreat often. He went from one Proinnc^ tp 
another, always travelling by night, and never 
lodging but with Per fons who were of his Acquainr 
tanqe. At laft being weary of thit wandering 
Life, .and finding, that the Endeavours^ of hi$ Friends 
in hisFavour were niblefs ; but abovq aO apprehend- 
ing the Bafiile^ where he bad ierv'd, a very fevere 
Apprenticeihip ifome Years before, he reiolv'd to 
depart Fr4;9Vf towards the end of the Year 1661 • 
He fir ft came to the Sfaniflj Low^Countries^ and from 
thence to Holland^ where he ftaidbat a ihorttime, 
and then came over to England^ wiiere he waited on 
King Charles \\. who receiv'd him very gracioufly. 
He loon liv'd in great Familiarity with the Pokes 
^i Buckingham and Ormond^ the Earls of St* Albans 
and Arlington^ my Lord Crofts^ and fome other 
Lords: But above all, he liv'd in great Friendfliip 
vrith my Lord D'^Aubigny. He apply'd himfelf to 
reading, nor did he negled the Cpnverfation of 
learned Men. He came acquainted with Mr, WMtter^ 

one 
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one of the politefl: Men in EngUnd^ with tberfiiiiK»s 
Mr. HMeSj Mr. Cowley^ Dr. I/omc FoJptUj aad ftve* 
ral other learned Men. 

How agreeably foever he fpent his tiine ia £^« 
land J yet he often thought of retornine tohit own 
Coaatiy, and of being reftor'd to his lormer Pofti. 
In this View be .wrote to foch of his Friends who 
had molt Credit at tht French Coart, a^omitted 
nothing in order to obtain leave to retwn. Bat 
finding the Minds of the Miniftry inflexible, he fell 
into a deep Melancholy, and into a fort of a Ian- 
gnifliing Diftemper, He was advised to crojfs tht 
Sea, in order to divert his nneafy Thoa^hts , and he 
was the more eafily perfuaded to this, that the 
Plague began to rage at London j and the Court wais 
already refolvM to remove. He went away in i66%. 
and came to HoBandj where he recovered his Health 
after fome months ttzy in that Country. There he 
was particularly acquainted with Penfiouary Do Wit^ 
and the molt confiderable Perfons of the State« He 
was very intimate with the Marquifs D^Eftrddos^ the 
Baron po LifoU, and mofl: of the foreign Miniften 
at the Hagus : But above all, he usM to wait on the 
Prince of Oranie^ who tho he was divefted of the 
Pofts which his Anceftors enjoy'd, and reduc'd in a 
manner to a private Station, yet gave Signs, lat thole 
Years, of an extraordinary Genius, of that warlike 
Temper^ and that noble Ambition, which he after- 
wards made appear in the whole Courfe of his Life; 

The Treaty of Breda began a little after : Mon- 
fieur Do St. Ewemond went thither to fpend fome 
months, and was acquainted with almoft all the Ple- 
nipotentiaries. From thence he took a Tour to Bruf^ 
fell J and then returned to the Hague. The Prince of 
^ufcany (h)^ who traveled incognito^ call'd there in his 
way to England. There was a Houfe hir'd for bin^ 
which was the very fame where Monlieur De St.Ewo'- 
onond lodged. He ma de ready to remove, as well a s 

W) The QrandDuksootp living 
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Weign Princes. Mbnfieur DeSi. Lvremovd cxcusTJ 
fcisaoc accepting fiich an Imploy, by alledging 
wasnot proper for a Manof his Age. Hebcg'd r 
Lord SundtrUnd CO return his molb humble Acknow 
ledgmcnts to the King, and to tell his Majeity, thifl 
after feventy Years or Age that he had liv'd, it w^ 
fit be fhould enjoy the fmall Remainder of his Ufej 
and eotirely throw trp all Bufinefs. '" 

The Revolution, which happen'd in the end of tbi 
Year 1688, and which produc'd a new face of AfFairl 
JQ Englttnd^ was fo far from hurting Monfieur De SA 
Evrimond, that it was much to his Advantage, in 
went to pay his Refpefts to the Pr. oiOrange, as fooi 
as he was arriv'd at London^ and was receiv'd by hicil 
with abundance of Diftin-aion. When that Princfc 
was rais'd to the Throne, he (how'd him Marks of 
bis Goodnefs on at! manner of occafions, which were 
often attended with folid Favours. When his Maje- 
fly wasentertaia'd at any Great Man's Hoofe, he ve- 
rjoftea namM him for ooe of the GueftS} and was 
extremely pleas'ii with hisConvcrfation. Being af- 
far*d of theProtcftioa and Good-will of the new 
King, he dreamt of nothing but of ending his Days 
peaceably in England^ when it was told him he Y 
leave to return to Frsnet. It was before the r 
rationof War in 1689, that the Count of c 
piMt acquainted bimn 
jiiftry. Several of J' 
the fame time,t9ij 
obliging Oflej 
reiorp wu *" 
tisfy'd wil| 
wbtcb I 
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aMax^ia, forfurnifluBg him" occtCons of wri- 
_ g a thoufaod things, wtliich will always boaiacli 
to his Honour, iji theOpinioBof Pcopleofa delicate 
ajid fine Tafte, , He fouad at her Houfe whatever wA 
[DOll honourable and ^WtemE^^Und^aadwhats'ftt 
waitcoft remarkable amoog foreign Miniftcri : He 
found tfeofe whom the Charnis of Madam Mdzitriiff 
andthofe whom the Freedom <rf her Houfe did ordi- 
narily draw thither. But what he cftcem'd above all 
the reft, was that he faw Madam yl/i*z.</r»w every day, 
andf/iac, was hischief Bofinefs. If Time, whichdc- 
■ ibwys the greatcft and moft beautiful things, which 
■iji^s even blames and Tictej, could malcc ufi forgK 
|Ee Beauty, Rank andFoitune.of /forieiifi.i A4nHcini\ 
*tKc Works of Monfieur De St. Evremond Would clta- 
tjifljJmmorrality to her. Her Nam'e and Titles are 
better fecur'd, than if they had been engraron on 
Jklarblc and Brafs. The Reader will pardoti \i>hat I 
have been faying of Madam iWrfz.4ri». She had fo 
large a lharein the Writings which MoDficiir i)? Sr. 
Evrtntf ad <;om^o%*^\a England^ that I coold nota- 
void iniarging upon that Matter, nor was it poffible 
. [0 think of fo accomplilh'd a Perfoa^ without U> 
meotiog her Lofs. 

When Monfieor Colbert DtCroiffi was AmbaHador 
in In^lMud^ he os'd his Endeavours to have Monficur 
I ikSt.EvremondxezAWA. He wrote feveral time* 
P iMondeur Colbert his Brother, and prcfs'd him t» 
Iplaia bitnfclf on that head. Monliear Cc/f'n-t pro^ 
b'dhe would make no Oppofition, in cafe anyone 
Duld take upon him to fpcak of it to the King i but 
Kfaid he could not aft direftly in an Alfair in whicK 
twas in foine fort a Party. And fo this Attempt 
Mcecded no better than former ones had done, 
I After the Dealhof K. Cfcdr/wH. theEailof 5i<«- 
who was Secretary of Slate, and Prefident 
il, propos'd to K. James to create a new 
ilfieur De St. Euremond : This was II 
it^pry.to. tteCabinet', for- it Was ^i* 
im'ite i^ Kib^s pri¥ateLcuet4\ft 



Ait apfriacoeptiQjfe fiicK aitlmi^i by-dkdging'^ft I 
insfinot proper M attfaiiof his An.^^ He b(eig\l'ii)f ^ 



Hdgmeatlto ^ iUoie9aiid!t0ten^t%^MaieIt7, tMft 
4i^r icTbaty Year»br ^ that hft'iiad Sv^^ltwA 
fit liaOMAifaLcajoy tbefinali Rctftdtidif^ df kis Uf^ 
imd CDtiiily throw ifcpiaUfeafiaefi-' -' - ' - *^"- 
: r The Ritohidoiivifroltlf hapben'd i*1eheena oiFlfae 
Ye»r:f ^8;and.whidtpr6dac'a a nehNr fece of ASaSti 
itt^£i|j:AWy was fcifar nrom^ hut^tidg Monlrettr Dr 5!rf 
M^mmoftd^ tbatirwwnticlrtohis Adtf^tajge. m 
3P!rc«ttopif.hts Rerpe^ltoithe PnitfOrMj'^ as Ibod 
as he was arrived at l>MiMftrad wai t*«Dei?M by hfm 
wUiliabiuulaaGeof DiftioSiioQc When that Prii^ 
!W«iirad5iVl to tneThrooe, heJhowM htin Matfcrd^ 
Ills (SoodBefi on alVmaniier of occafioas, which w«it 
^Vm atte&ded with:fi)tidVavoars. 'When his Mzj^ 
ftywdtetitertaitt'dritaay Great Man^s Hottfe; he n^ 
tj oftea nam^d himibr oii(f of the OMffts^^ and ihk 
extremely pleas'd with his Coaverfation.^ Being af« 
far^d of the Proted:ioa and Good- wiQ of the new 
fUng, he dreamt of nothing but of ending his Days 
peaceably in Englandy when it was told him he had 
le^ire to retarn to Fnmcii It was before the Decla- 
ration of War in 1689, that the Gonnt of C7rW- 
^9»ir acquainted him with this by Order of the Mi- 
mfbry. Several of }iis Friends did follicite him, at 
thejdime time^to.come to Paris ^ and made hith very 
obliging Offers.: Bat whether his ettreme Paflion to 
return was abated thro Age, or whether he was fa- 
tisfy'd with that kind of Life, and with the Society 
which he.hadehofen^ be anfwerM the Count Dip 
^^ran^mofttjUThzt he was too old to be trafifplanted 
from one Ck>antry to another : that befides, he lov'd 
better to continue ^t London oxxt of choice, where he 
W4S l^nowa to all the better fort j where People were 
*9Ptti|om'd to his; Wen and his white Hair, his Be* 
.li^iriqpiic ^ni Temper .of Mind •, than to return to 
*r«fc^. _ where he hjd loft . all his Acquaintance, 
?:-. where 
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Where he Ihoald be like a Stranger, and where he 
boald fcarce know any other Courtier but the Count 
De Grammom himfelf. 

The reft of Monfieur De St. Evremon£% Life was 

too equal) sind too much of a piece, to detain us long* 

It is fuificient to fay. That he liv'd at London like a 

Philofophen Reading and Converfation were more 

than ever his chief Bufinefs, and the reft of bis time 

was imploy'd in compofing little Pieces for his own 

Amnfement, and that of a certain number of Perlbns 

who met every day at Madam MazArin\. The 

Death of this Lady touch'd him to the quick, and 

fbmetlmes he could not name her without fhedding 

Tears* Upon this occalion fome of bis Friends re- 

new'd their SoUicitations, and prefs'd him to leave 

England ^ but he continued firm in his firft Refolution; 

He enjoy'd to the laft a found Judgment, a happy 
Memory, and as perfed Health as one could have 
wifh'd at his Age. Eight or ten Months before his 
Death, he began to complain of a difficulty in mak- 
ing Water, which was occalion'd by an Ulcer in bis 
I Bladder. This Diftemper grew upon him infenfibly, 
and produc'd ftiarp Pains and Watchings, which 
weaken'd him, and at )aft took away his Appetite, 
which tiU then had been always very good. Finding 
himfelf paft Recovery, he made a Will, and difpos'd 
of the little which he had to his Domefticks and 
fome of his Friends. He died on the ^l-th of Sef^ 
temhor 1703. being in his Senfes to the laft, and 
fpoke as long as he could be underftood. His Age 
was never exadly known j but by the moft juft Cal« 
culation that could be made of it, he could not be 
lefs than ninety two Years of Age. He was buried in 
tVefimnfter-jibhyj near the learned Cafaubon^ Camh^ 
den^ BarroWj and the Poets Chaucer^ Spencer^ Cowley^ 
&c. His Friends took care to have his Bufio made 
by an able Sculptor : It is plac'd above the Infcrip* 
tion that contains his Epitaph^ which is engraven on 
white Marble (*). 

■ I I ■ I I I ■■ ■ ■! —1^— » 1. 

(/) Secafflk cnJof $hc Lift of Monficw De St»lc.NttiBatA* 
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rc wc conclude this Preface, let us fay fomc- 

s Perfoa and Charafter. Monfieur Ve Si- 

n» was of a tail proper b'taturc, and a good 

Loe; and having perform'd hisExercifcs well id 
Ith, he pTefcrv'd a natural and eafy Gate at a 
■''d Age. His Eyes were blue, lively and fufi 
, <^ I Look ingenious, and his Smile arch. Hft 

b "Ck Hair ; and tho it was liecome perfefl- 

ly nd but very little remain'd, yer he would 

never cane a Perriwi^, but contented himfelf with a 
Caiot. Above twenrv Years before his Death, there 
arofe a Wen aba ifte upper Part of his Nofe, 
which grew to a vwi erable Bigiiefs, but did not 
much disfigure him -, aLleaft thofe whowere us'd to 
fee him, were not much offended at the Sight of it. 

His Converfation was jovial and eafy, his Repar- 
tees fmart and biting, his Manners obliging and po- 
lite ; In one word, we may fayof him, that in every 
thing he look'd like a Man of Quality. Being a 
rigid Obferver of the Rules of Civility, he never 
fail'd to return aViliti but it was always without 
that Affeftation of Ceremony, which fpoilsthe 
Sweetnefs and Agreeablenefsot Correfpondence. * 

He was not a Man of great Learning, but what he 
had read, lie underftood thorowly. In reading he 
was more concern'd to ftudy the Genius and Charac- 
ter of ail Author, than to burden his Memory with 
poBipous, and ofieiHimes afelefs Learning. 

HeiwrbtewithEafe; and tho liis Stiie feems to 
bs labiOBr'd and ftudy'd, yet he had acquired fo great 
a Habit of- Writing, that it coft him no Pains. 
However, wc art Cot to imagine, bccaufe of this, 
tteCihe never con-efted his Works. Oh the contra- 
ry, after a certain time berevis'd them, added tp 
tbeiri, *'!'* fometimes curtail'd ^herfI : Bot very of- 
.tcn be was more tacky in his firCl: Thought than hi 
was in his Correfiions. , " 

AU&o every broy agrees that Ris poetry is much 
ibott^rf bis Profe, ytt he did' not ^ji-iys; jndg of it 
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IS the Pablick dW. And we may evch fay, that he 
V9AS a little too much prejadic'd- in &?bor of hit 
Verfes *, other wife he made them with a gredt deal: of 
facility. He was a paflfionate Lov/er of Mttfick, md 
udderitood it fo well, as to be able to convpofe Tnioes^ 
He prickM the CONSORT OF CHELSET^ 
A PROLOGVE JN MVSICXj and feverat 
other Pieces, which you will iind among his f'oetns. 
'Tis true^ that as to Overtures, Thorow-Bafe, Cho- 
rus's, and the whole Symphony^ he left tbem^ tobc 
compos'd by feme able Muiician. Being a great Ad- 
mirer of a fine Voice, and. yet moreof Inftruments 
when they were well play'd; upon, he acTer mifs^d 
any Confort or Diverfionx)f diat kind. 

All the while he ferv'd in the Army, he was very 
careful to perform all the Ddtics of a good Officer ; 
and out of it he was a Lover of Pteafure, a good 
Companion, and a Lover of .go6d Cheer* The Count 
£>' Olonnej the Marquifs jDe B^ifdauphh and he were 
calVd LES COTEjiVX (kX becaufetbey would 
needs refine upon the Tafte and Delicacy of the Ta- 
ble. In foreign Countries he always lov'd good 
Cheer ^ and when all* other PaflTions left him, this 
accompany 'd him to his very Tomb. 

Altho he was naturally inclined to Satyr^ or rather 
to a fine Raillery, or an ingenious Irony v yet his Po* 
litenefs, and his Knowledg of the World,^madehim 
very circu mfped and .referred* In his old days be af- 
feded to praife and commend every thing, and even 
to applaud too highly Favourites and People ia Pla^ 
ces. This was rather an EffeA of Fear and Difl^ruft, 
the ordinary Companions of old Age, than a Change 
of his Temper and Inclination. He has expre&'d 
this Difpofition in thofe four Verfes : 
My Tafie of Satire is no mon^ 
And I maliciom Praife give o^er : 
But when with Truth lean commend^ 

^Tis pleafmnt then to pleafe a Friend. 

— ■ '■ '• — ^ . — * I J 11 1 ■ 

(y See Mnfieur Do St. EvrcmondV If/ir, pag.xx, ' 
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JHe not only liv'd to a very old Age, but doring th 
whole CoBTle of his Life enjoy'd 3 firm and vigc 
rous Health. He prcferv'd to tlielaft a gay tacctioa 
Humour, which had nothing of Aultcrcnefs ia i 
nor noae of the Peevi(hoefsof Old Age. He lov' 
the Company of young People, and was touch'd wit 
all their Pleafures. The Diverlions he was not in 
condition to enjoy, made a lively and agreeable In 
preflion on his Mind, and he lov'd to hear thei 
ulk'd of. 

He was naturally Qovenly, which wasoccafion' 
chiefly by his having Dogs, Cats, and all forts of Aj 
Dimah always with him. He us'd to fay, that in op 
der to divert the UneafinelTesofold Age, it wasne 
ccQary always to have before one's Eyes fomethiog 
alive and animated. 

He brought from VrAnct all the Mony hccoald re. 
cover, leaving fome Bills with the Marfhal DtCrr^ui 
who fettled a Penllan for Life on him for ihem < 
200 Crowns. When he ment the fecond time froi 
HellMfd 01 ct to EngUnd, he eave 500/. Sterling I 
thcVM^Kot Morttafut^ who in lieu thereof fettle 
an Annuity upon liim of 100 ^ ftr annum durinj 
Life. This, together with what he rccciv'd froc 
Nenmndy, and the Gratifications which he had from 
Vi,Cb.trUiM and K. ItOffMffllil. fuprlyV. him will 
the Nccefl' 11 i ■ ' J. ! .1. ■* "fi- 

This is i .'.SonCci 

J}t Sr. £'."■'■ . . . , wuDtin 

to lii ■■■r: tiiat nc drew iitmfcll 

Ht Vtrfes, whichiuformi 
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He not only UvM to a very old Age, bat doring d» 
whole Courfe of his Life eojoyM a firm and vigo^ 
roQS Health. He prelerv'd to the laft a gay facetioat 
Hamour, which nad nothing of Aofterenefs in ity 
nor none of the Peevilhoefsof Old Age. He lov'd 
the Company of young People, and was tooch'd with 
all their Pleafares« The Diverfions be was not in a 
condition to enjoy^ made a lively and agreeable Im« 
preifion on his Mind, and he lov'd to hear them 
talk'd of. ^ 

He was naturally (lovenly, which was occaiion'd 
chiefly by his having Dogs, Cats, and all forts of A'- 
nimals always with him. He us'd to fay, that in or« 
der to divert the Unealinefles of old Age, it was ne« 
ceflTary always to have before one's Eyes fomething 
alive and animated^ , 

He brought from France all the Alony he could n^ 
cover, leaving fome Bills with the Maribal DiCreqm^ 
who fettled a Penfion for Life on him for them oi 
200 Crowns. When he went the fecond time from 
/fo/Z^w^ over to England^ he gave 500/. Sterling to 
the Duke of Montague^ who m lieu thereof fettled 
an Annuity upon him of 100/. fer annum during 
Life. This, together with what he receiv'd from 
Normandy^ and the Gratifications which he had from 
K. Charles U. and K. William III. fupply'd him with 
the KecelTaries and Conveniences of Life. 

This is fulEcient to give you an Idea of MonCeur 
Ve 5r. Evremond j if there are any Strokes wanting 
to his Pi&ure, you may fee that he drew himfelf : 
He concludes it with thefe Verfes, which inform us 
K^herein confifted his Religion : 

Juftice and Charity Jiff ply the Place 

Of rigid Penance^ and a formal Face : 

His Piety^ without irjfliclcd PainSj 

Flows eajyy and Avflerity difdains. 

God only is the OhjeS of his Cure^ 

Whoft Goodnefs leaves no room for black Defpair t 

Within the Bofom of his Providence^ 

He places his Repofe^ his Blifs^ and fure Defence . 

Ion, April u I7t5. KTK^Y-^ 
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Of the PIE GE^ 

Contained in this Volume, 

REflelfions en the Maxim, That we ought to de- 
fpifc FORTUNE, and not care for 
theCOUR T. Page i, 

MAN, 7i>bo u defirous to knom all Things , knows 

not himfeif. 6 

The Duke o/^LONGUEVI LLE S'/ Retnat 

to bis Government of Normandy. 1 1 , 

A Letter to Madam ^** : I remember, &c. 23* 

To the fume : I 'thought, &c. 24. 

A Letter to Madam *** : You are upon the 

point, &c. 2f, 

n<? C H A R A C T E R of the Coantefs d' O- 

LONNE- 27. 

A Letter to the C&nntefs /O L O N N E, fent with 
the foregoing CharaAer. j2. 

A Letter to Madam *** : How Violent foever, 
&e. ^ ;j. 

A Letter te Madam *** : As nothing is fo honoura- 
ble, &c. ;y. 

A Letter to the Count ^O L O N N E : You 
left me Yefterday, &c. 57, 

'A Letter to MMfieur ***: Ypu acquaint me, &c. 41. 

0/ P L E A S U R E S : r^i ri6d Count J'OLON- 
N£. 4;, 

'A Letter to Madam ^** ; I am informed, &c. yo. 



CONTENTS. 

i 

iNTEREST/» Perfom altogether corrupted^ ;o^ 
The teg rigid VIRTUE, ni 

The Stnfe of an honefi experiencd Courtier^ ufm Ri- 
gid Virtue^ ^i/Bafe Incereft. jzf. 
A Letter to Count Dp L lO N NE : Perhaps you 
are not ac ParifB &c« 322. 
To the fafne : I received juft now the Letter^ 
&c. 3 2 J. 
► To the fame: As irkfom and heavy as my Dif- 
graces are, &c. 224. 
To the fame : If I confuked nothing but Difcre- 
tion, &c, 326, 
To the fame : Altho' I fliould not regret M. Je 
Lionne^ &C. . 327. 
r^ the Marefcbal DECREQUI, wAp asKdtbe 
Tamper of my Mind, and my Tioughts of Things in* 
general J in my old jige . 328. 
O/* R E A D l^Gandchoice o/BOOK Sr;;; 

O/POETRY. 3;y. 

.^f fome Spanifhjtalian, ^fi/j French BOOKS 

0/ C O N V E R S A T I O N. %2i[ 
0/ LITTER A TU RE and the CI- 
VIL LAW. ,46. 
0/INGR A TITUD E. ici, 
Q/RELIGION. 3^7; 






. • 



• i::'s)\ /111 ' 

• nil 




W^^lft. 



ThcCONTENtS- 

[miMr.dt^T. E VREMQND. 19;. 

Tie Irifli Tropbet. A Novel. « 196, 

A Letier to the MarefehalDE GRAMMONT: 

You expoftulate with me, &c. 2x0. 

A Utter to the Marquis DEC R EQUI : Af- 

ter having Iked^ ^£. 21;. 

j4 Converfation between tbe Duke of CA^D ALE 

and Mr. //e ST. EVREMOND. 218. 

A Letter to tbe Martjuis DE L lO N NE, ai/ifr*^ 

baJfent me word to write bim a Letter wbicb it 

might (hew to tbe King. 242. 

The Idea of a WOMAN that never W0i^ nor > will 

ever be found. 246. 

A Letter to CountDE L lO N N £ : If Icouid 

difcharge^ &cm 2^;, 

. To the fame : If you do me the honour to write, 

&C. 2f7. 

To the fame: I (hould have great Excufes,e^c.2j9. 

To the fame • You are none*of thofe, &c. 260. 
Oljfervationson S A LL U S T ^iri/ TACIT US. 

to Mr. Voffius. 26; . 

A Difjirtation on Racine's Tragedy ealPd THE 

GREAT ALEXANDER. 272. 

A Letter to tbe Count DE LIONNE:! know 

not yet what fucc&fs,<H- 284. 

To the fame : If it were true, &c^ 186. 

To tbe fame : 1 am juftly apprehenfive, &c.x%i 
<y RETIREMENT. 290J 

A Letter from Afr. C OR N E I LL E /« M-. de 

St Evremond^ to return bim Thanks for tbe Traifes 

to bad befiow'd upon bim^ in tbe Differtation on Ra- 

CV19V ALEXANDER. 299. 

Jk A ST. EVREMOND'5 Anfwer to 

JIA'.ComeiUe jot. 

JlLtnir to tbi Count D E LIONNE : Yourim- 

patience for my Retum| c^^ 19^, 

To tiffum : Nothing is fo agrceablcto Frienduiip, 



I are 

■ hai 

L 



MifcelUneous Works of 

If a Man be allow'd to call a Miftrefs ungrateful ■ 
and cruel, whom he has courted without Succefr, 
thofe who think themfelres ill ufed by Fortant, 
may, with more Reafon, claim the Priviledge to 
foriake her, and, at a diftance from her, to ftek 
for a Repole that may ballance the Advantages 
flie has dcny'd them. What Injury do we do her 
to pay her in the fame CoiQ}' and return Con- 
tempt for Contempt ? Therefore I don't think it 
ilrange, for a Man of Honour to defpife the 
Coua i but I chink it ridiculous in him to prHe 
in the defprftng it. 

There is another Sort of Men every whtc at 
intolerable :. Such are thofe who can't leave the 
Court, and are vex'd at every Thing that pafi^ '■ 
there; who intereft themfelves in the Difgr^dk 
of the moft indifferent Perfons, and lind hvik~ 
with the Preferment of their own Friends; 

They look upon al! the Good and III that's done 
to others, to be downright Injuftice i and tbei ~ 
arc equally provok'd by Favours, the' never l 
well deferv'd j and by PLinifliments, iho' never J 
juft. Yet if you can liften to thefe Perfoli 
they'll talk of nothing but Conftancy, GencH 
fity, and Honour : Every Thing ihcy fay, is ^ 
ways attended with a melancholy Air, that mafu 
you Sad, inftead of affording you any Comfort, 
They find a certain Pleafure in Complaints, 
which cancels our Gratitude for their Pity. Go 
where you will, you may z%pc& to find the 
WorW compos'd of two Sorts of Pcrtbns ; the one 
mind Biirmefs, the other purfue their Pleafotet. 

The firft fly the Approach of ihc Mifcrable, and 
are afraid of becoming fo by Contagion, li'onc 
has n mind to get into cheir Acqoainctnce, b^ 
muft conceal ht» Misfortunes, and endiawtnr^^ 
be fervkcablc to them, in fbmo itffcA or o ' 
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REFLECTIONS 



ON t H £ 



MA XI M^ 

That we ought to dfifpife FORTUNE ; 
dndnot care m the COURT. 



T is more difficult to make the World ac- 
quiefce in this Maxim^ than in aiiy other : 
For thtf who receive Favours, and even 
tbofe that Iiave but bare Pretentions^ or 
£xpeAations, are apt to ridicule a Notion fq con- 
trary ' to their own. 

' I own, one can hardly believe. That any rea- 
ibnable Man did ^ver pretend to make that Opi- 
f^on Univerfal : I fuppofe it was calculated tor 
the Unfortunate, with no other Delijgn, than t6 
<are diftemper^d Minds, of an unprontisiDle Unea* 
finefs 3 in which Cafe I csinhot futd fault vit&v \v 

1. \V 
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their 1 endfliip, one muft be dead, or at leaft 
very ; ;rable. 

1 know ihat a Man of Senfe is always to be 
(jiticd in Adverfity, and a Fop always lo be de- 
fpis'd, let his Fortune be what it will : But to J 
hate Favouritcsj purely out of Hatred to Fa-vcur J 
and to love the Miicrable, meeily out of the ' 
Connderacion of their Difgrace, is a very odd 
fort of Condud, uncafie to one's felf ^ infupport- 
able to others ; **"" alwr"s prejudicial. Never- 
thelefs, difference of Te. per fiiews all thefe dif- 
ferent Effeifts in the Life ot Courtiers. 

We have already obferv'd, that there are many 
Perfons at Court, that break with their Friends, 
at the very moment that any Misfortune happens 
to them J that have neither Friendfhip nor Aver- 
fion, but what is meafur'd by Intereft. Whofo- 
ever is not ufeful to ihem, never wants Defe^; 
and he that may be ferviceable to tliem, is pof- 
fefs'd of all PerfeAions. 

There are others, who don't content themfelves 
with defcrting the Unfortunate ; but even infult 
over them in their Misfortunes. The more cring- 
ing and abjeifi thefe Men are in their Adulations 
to the Favourites, the more forward they are to 
affront thofe that are fallen into Difgrace. 

To fpeak the truth, if the morole Humour. of 
thofe who rail at Fortune continually, is extra- 
vagant, the Profticution of thofe, who facrifice 
even their Friends to her, is as infamous. 
There is juft a Medium between Bafenefs, and 
fe Generofity ^ there is a true Honour that re- 
ates the Conduft of reafonable Perfons. Aft 
left Man may be allow'd to have his Ambition 
«id Intereft ; but he ought not to purfue them by 
any other than lawful Means. He may have Ad- 
drefs and Skill, without 5«i(i//)' j Dexterir^, with- 
out Dec«/j znd. Cempliifance^ VI vhoMt Flattery. 

When 
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When he is a Friend of the Favourites, he par- 
takes agreeably of ^ their Secrets : If they happen 
to fall; he (hares in their Misfortunes, as he did 
in thdir Favours. - 

The fame Addrefs that knew how to plea(e 
then), can give them Comfort ; he makes their 
Misfortunes lefi troublefom, as he render'd their 
Pleafures more agreeable ; he manages his good 
Offices with Dexterity, without offending their 
Loyalty, or injuring their Fortune j and thus he 
ads more conveniently for himfelf, and more to 
the Advantage of his Friends. 

Generally fpeaking, he is more hearty than 
thofe who feek their own Glory, in affifting o- 
thers I who aim at nothing but to recommend 
themfclves, by giving Teftimonies of their Con- 
ftancy, and who prefer the Noife of a good 
Adion, before the Good of thofe they defign to 

oblige. . ' » 

Of thefe two Sorts of Perfons, tlie firft pretend 
to keep at a diftance from the IJnfortunace, that 
they may be more capable of ferving them ; the 
others run after them, to tell them now they are 
to manage themf elves. Whilft the firft arc con- 
cealed, and only think hovy to relieve the Afflided, 
the others love nothing fo much, as to exercifc 
a wild and imperious Generofity, and to domi- 
neer over thoie that ftand in need of their 
Credit. ■ ^ . 

I have gone too far in this Difcourfe : I fliall 
conclude it with a Word or two, concerning the 
Opinion one (hould entertain of Favourites. 

• In my mind, their Greatnefs ought never to 
dazzle t)ur Eyes j We may judge of them, within 
our felVes, as we do of other Men; either efteem 
or defpife them, according to their Perfedions or 
Defeds; Ipve or hate them, according to the 
Good or !|ll they do us. I am Ukewife of Opi- 

L 5 ti\^tv< 
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i\\or\y that we ought never to be wantjng to ^j 
that Ackncrwledgment which is due . to them ; 
cal-efuUy conceal the Slights' and Difgufts we re^ 
ceive ac their Hands j and when Honour or In- 
tereft would carry us to Revenge, refped the In- 
clination of the \lafter, in the Perfon of- the 
Enemy j Not to confound the Publick Good with 
our own i and never to make a Civil JVatj of a 
prjvate Quarrel. ^ 

To defpife, or hate them, are free Motions, 
To Icfng as we keep them to oar felves ; but wheii 
they carry us to Things wherein the State is con- 
cerned, we are accountable to It for our Anions; 
and its Juftice has a Right to punifh fuch a Cri* 
minal Condud. 



MANj who is defirous to knovp all Things'^ 

knows not himjelf. 

To MONSIEUR *•* 

YOU are become more ianfociable of late 
than you us'd to be : Study has fome'thing 
cloudy and melancholy in it, which fpoils that 
natural Chearfulnefs, and deprives a Man of that 
readlnefs of Wit, and freedom of Fancy, which 
are requir'd towards a polite Converfation. Me- 
ditation has ftill worfe Eileds in Civil Society : 
Wherefore lee me zdvife yea to take care, that 
you lofe not by it with your Priends, what you 
think to gain with your felf. 

I know very well, thftt the Difgiiifition which 
employs you at prefcntj is both ferious and im- j 

pottant ; jou defirt to know what you are, and 
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yhat you fhali be in another World, when you 
nail ceafe co be in this ? But pray, tell me, can 
you imagine that thofe Philofophcrs^whofe Works 
you read with fo much Application, have found 
what you enquire after ? They have fearcht ir, 
as well as you, but they have fearcht it in vain. 
Your Cuiiofity has been of all Ages, as well as 
your Reflexions, and the Uncertainty of your 
Knowledge. The moft Devout cannot always 
command their Belief; or the moil Impious their 
Incredulity : And 'tis one of the Misfortunes of 
our Lives, that Natural Reafon cannot affure us, 
whether there be another Life, or no. 

The Author of Nature was nor pleafed to allow 
us CO be perfedly acquainted with ouf felves ; 
and amidft the too curious Defires of knowing 
every Thing, he has reduc'd us to the Neceffity 
of being ignorant of our felves. He animates 
the Springs of our Soul, but conceals from us 
the admirable Secret that makes them move ; and 
that knowing Artificer referves to himfelf the fole 
Knowledge of his Work. 

He hath plac'd us in the midft of numberlefs 
Variety of Objcds, with Senfes capable of being 
afibi^d with them : He has given us a Mind that 
makes continual Efforts to know their Nature. 
The Heavens, the Sun, the Stars, the Elements, 
whole Nature, and even the Supreme Being on 
whom it depends, are fubjeft to its Speculation j if . 
pot to m Knowledgt. But, are we affected with 
the leaft Pain ? Our fine Speculations vanifli 
away : Are we in danger of Death ? There are 
few Peo{^ but would give up the Advantages 
apd Prerogatives of the Mind, to preferve this 
bafc and grofs Part, this earthly Body, which Phi- 
lofophers-fet fo little Value upon. 

I return to the Opinion, which, I fuppofe, you 
will not approve, and which, however, I believe 
V L 4 v^ 
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be true enough, w*. Tbat w Man wdt *^^^ i 
•aint'd h Reafm, titber that tbt Smlwrnt certMMjPmr 
mortal, or that it u rea^ dmibilaiei with the **4r^ 
Tis not to be doubted, but th« 5«rtfMrbelifr» 
the Immortality of tbi Soul : We fee »t in wb"r««- 
iBMns of the Hiftory of his Lifcj and the Of^ " 
nibns which PUto fathers upon hiro, feem to obb^ 
firm it. But yet Secratts does not affert it td^ 
felf J for when he appears before his J^^V^K^ 
fpeakB of it like a Man that defires it, aiid -dttB- 
cions jimtibilatiou like a Fhllofopher that fea» 
it not. 

This, SIR, is the noble AiTurance wlucb So- 
eratei givu us of the ImmortaUt^ ef tbeSoaii txt 
us fee * what Proofs Epicurut vwll give us of kf 
Anmhflition. Epicurus is unacquainted with V^ 
■ Thing but the Body : With him the SomJ, CK 
Mind, the Underfiariding, all is Matter, all fiibjcift 
to Corruption and DiJJhlution. But does he not fyoa- 
to contradiA, at his Death, the Maxims he caught 
duririg his Life ? Pofterity afFefts him ; his Me- 
mory becomes dear to him j he flatters himfelf 
with the Reputation of his Writings, which he 
lecommendsto his TiiCciplc Hertnacbm. His Mind, 
wh.ch was To far engag'd in the Opinion of Aum- 
iiL:im, is afFeftcd with Tendernefs for it felf, \ 
ag Qp Honours and Pleafures for a State diffi 
toaa that ic is going to quit. 

^ iwhinci, think you, proceed the 
.^*usoc5s we find in Ari^otU and Stmca, 
'^^>*==^Wfcom the Uncertainty t' " 
^■J^Aey could not fix ii * '' 
i^S^iand, at the far 
■^Bw Tafa.^5'^-^w\edee ? 1 
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own Opinion, according as it is feduced by tho 
Tarious^Appearances^of Truth. 
. Solomon, who was the ^attfi of all Kinpy and 
the wifefi of alt Men, feems to furnifh the Imfkus- 
yitYi Arguments to defend their ErrOis, even at 
the very time when he advifes the Good to con^ 
tinue firin in the Love of Truth. [f,any one 
ought to have been free from Knar, Doubts and 
InconfiMnty, furely it was Solomon : Yet we fee 
by the Unequality and Changeableoefs of his 
ConduA, that he was fome times tired with his 
tfyJcm, as he was at others, weary of his FoBj ; 
that his Virtues and Vices gave him, by Turns, 
Difgufts j that fome times he thinks all things are 
governed by Chance ; and that at other times he 
afcrtbes all to Providence. 

Let the Philofophers, let the Learned Terioufly 
examine themfelves, and they will find not only 
an Alteration, but even an ablblute Contrariety in 
their Opinions. Unlefs Faith fubjeds our ReafM, 
we pafs our Lives betwixt Seiief and Unbeliefs in 
endeavouring to prfivadt, while we are unable to 
convince our felves. 

I Jcnow very well that fome Inflances may be 
brought in, which feem to concradift what I 
aflert. A Difcourfe upon the Immorrality of the 
Soul, has prompted fome Perfons to feek Death, 
to enjoy the fooner the Felicity that was promis'd 
_them' -other Life. But when we once come 
, no longer Realbn that leaJs os, 
bflion that hurries us away j 'tis no 
Ifcourfe that has an Eifctt upon us, 
py of a noble Death, which we fool- 
cfore Life ; 'tis a Wearinefs of pre- 
' a Hope of future Enjoyments ; 
' Gtoiv ; 'lis :t Difteinpcr : In a 
iiU oflers Violence to natural 
bcfidei c 
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Believe me, S I R, a ferene undifturb'd Mind is 
feldom moved by the reading of Plato. It btltmgs 
to Gad alone to mxkt Martyrs, and engage Hs by hit 
■ Premife to leave the Ufe ve enjojfy for another which 
wt kaoTi) nothing of. For a Man to pretend to convince 
hhnfelf of the Immortality of the Soul by Rcafon, is a 
kind ef Difiruji of the Promife God has given ut about 
it • and, T» in fame Mcafure, renouncing the only thing 
that may ficttre it to us. 

What has Des'Cartes gain'd by his pretended De- 
monftration of a purely fpiritml^ and ever-thinking 
Subjianee} WhaC has been the Refult offuch re- 
fined Speculations ? Why, he has made the World 
believe that Religion did not convince him, with- 
out perf wading either himfelf or others by his Ar- 
guments. 

Therefore, SIR, read, think, meditate, and 
refleift, as long as you pleafe, and you will find, 
after all your Reading, Thinking, Meditating, 
and Relieving, that it belongs to Religion alone CO 
decide, and that Reafon ought to fubmit^ 
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The Duke of LQNGy EV I LLEV 
Retreat to his Government of t Nor- 
Itnandy. » 

THE Duke of LongueviUe entring the old 
Palace, the firft Perfon he tnet wich was 
Monfiepr de * St. Lucy who had been fent from 
St. Germains to the JMarquis of t HtBot^ in order 
to endeavour to bring him back tb the Court-* 
lotereft. He told him, with a joyful Counte- 

nandb, St. Luc^ 'Tis not long ago fin^ 1 bated pu 
heartily ; and 7, my Lord, replied Sr, L«r, / bate 
you no lefs noiVy than yon Sd at tbat iiw^ If I bad 
not been imfofed ufon^ you would not ^ be bere; and if 
you bad not been imposd upon frjt^ I would not bave 
been fufferd bere. 

This fliort Converfatibn being over, the Dukq 
of LongueviUe fliew'd an Inclination to go to the 
Parliament, who met in order to confider whe- 
ther they ought to admit him. Some of his 
Friends opposed it, alledging. That he thereby 
expofed himfelf, and the whole Fortune of his 

Party: 



f Mr. de St. Everemond vprote ibis ingenious Satyr ^ to turn 
hnto Ridicule moft of the Gentlemen ef Normandy, who had de- 
elared ngainfi the Court in the Year 1649, Jfter %t had for fame 
time keen handed about in Jlifanufcript^ it was printed in a loofe 
Sheet ; at which the Author was not difpleas^df fince the War 
hivg declared J he thereby did the Court a Piece of Service. It 
was afterwards inferted in the Memoirs of the Duke of h 
Rochefoucault ; hut full of Faults^ and without the Author^ 
Jfame. Cardinal Mazarin fet a great Value upon ity as was 
oh fervid in Mr, de St. Evremond'j Life. 

* The Kings Lieutenant^General in Gaienne, under the 
Duke of Epernon. 

X Son to the Marjuis of Beurron, 
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Party : Whereupon they caus'd fome Perfom to 
eo to the Top of a high Tower^ in ord^r to ob- 
Rrve the Countenance of the People ; and npon 
tbdr Report^ that they heard Uuzza's on all 
' Sides^ the Duke went out immediately^ attended 
with thofe that had followed him^ and repaired 
to the Palace, being received every where with 
repeated Acclainations. 

; He furprized the Gentlemen of the Parliamoit, 
who did not' expeft fo fudden an Adventure i 
tnd having taken his Seat, he fpoke to them in 

thefc words ; Havi^fg ever bga a great Rtffe^ and 
AfiBionfirjam, lam came bitber^ mtmtbfioffJitig tb$ 
Axuttri-towl^cb a Man ofmj ^folitt may €Xp$f$ bimr 
fiif% to offer J9H mj Life ami Farttme fir four Tufervom 
tm. I know p tbae mofi Govemoms Ja not foUow tbis 
AAtbodi and tbat after tbey baive got finam you aU tbe 
Serviee tbejf can in feaeeatk Timet , tbey abandon jou 
Msfoon as tbey fee you in Danger. For my own Portias 
• / bave a Tboufand Obligations to you, fo I defign to take 
tbis Opportunity to acknowkdge tbem : And, botb at m 
Gevemour, and as one fenfibJy obliged to you, I come to 
do you all tbe Service tbat lies in my P^W^y info perils 
hus a ConjunHuren 

The Firli * Preiident returning no Anfwer tp 
this Speech^ but ratber fhewing, by his melancholy 
Looks, how much he was concerned at the Duke s 
Prefence, all the otber Gentlemen gave him De^ 
monftratiops of Joy, which were animated by the 
Mouth of a Counsellor of the Great Chamber, na- 
med Du Mefnil-Cofie, who made him this fine 
Complement : ^ Mofi Gracious Prince, The fame 
^ Difference that is between the Wolf and the 
^ Sbepberd, is found, on this Occafion, between 
' Count dHarcourt and your Highnefs. Count 

* iHarcourt 



* Mr. Faucon de Ris, MctoiUi fzom an\\aXv%sxl:\\t&\V). 
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' JtHoTtourt is come, either as a Wblf^ or as a 
' Liany but dill as a ravenous Beaft^ to devour us. 
' We would not open our Doors to him^ left we 
^ Ihoald receive an Enemy into our Bowels j And 
^ all the Favour we have (hewn him, was to fuf- 
' fer him to go round our Walls ; which he has 
^ done,cafling upon us an Eye fparkling with Wrath, 

* Tan^uam Leo rugiens. As for you. Great Prince, 
^ you are come like a 'true Shepherd, to fecure 

' our whole Sheepfold ; Bonus Pafior pmit Animam 

' fro Ovibusfuis. There's no doubt but you'll do 
' the (ame ; atque iJeoj My Lord, we commit to 
' you the Guard of this City, and the Safety of 

* the whole Province : Tis your Part to watch 
5 for our Prefervation j and ours to iecond your 
' Care with all the Affiftance that (hall lie in our 

* Power. 

This Speech being ended, the Duke of Lottgno-- 
viBe rofe, and having faluted every particular 
Member with his ufual Afl&bility, he went out of 
the Palace^ accompanied by his Friends, and fol- 
lowM by the People with their repeated Accla- 
mations. 

The Gentlemen of the Parliament, refleAing 
on the Joy the Citizens had (hewn at the Sight of 
their Governour, began to be apprehenfive of an 
abfolute Slavery ^ to prevent which Misfortune, 
they refolv'd to make their own Terms with him.- 
But whether the Duke of Longuefuiile forefaw their 
Intention j or in order to fettle a perfeft Cpn(i* 
dence with them, he thought fitting to prevent 
them, and alTure them, that they (hould ever 
have the Difpofal of AH. He told them, ^ That 
'• the Affairs in queftion, did properly regard the 

* Parliament, and not himfelf j that he neither 

* defign'd, nor ought to have any other Empl'^v. 

* ment, than that of leading an Army f< 

* Welfare of the State, and their ^vuqn&! 
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f iiice; ThAt all the Le?id$ ihrald be made by 
f iriieir Orders | That they: tttemfelres lliould ap- 
^ point Commifliracrs^ out bf their own Body, 
^ ix>th for the Receipt and l^ayment of the Mo-* 
^ neys.; And^ in Aiort^ That as diey were pdn^ 
^ cipally <x>acetn'd in the Succefs of thit Amir, 
^ it was t>at reafonable th6y fliould be privy t# 
f ail the Councils* 

Thofe Gentlemeo returned him Thanks for tfae 
Honour, he did, them; alHlr'd him they would 
make as many Ordioances as he flioula defire, 

. without examihiog any Thing j that, heinethe 
KjngV Guardians, they woidd, at his PleaTure^, 
diipofe of their Pupil's J&ftate; and tbat they 
would run all Hazards to ferve him, provided he 
would fupprefs the * Lmg-FMeatim, and reftpre 
the Aflembly to their Andeht Privileges. Thi 
Firft PreHdent, and Advocalte-General, thinking 
themfelves unable to ferve the Kiing, went toi 

. St. Gtrnuuns to give an Account of their Diift* 
bility. 
^ In the mean time, the Duke of LangueviBe, ha- 
ving fecur'd the People and Parliament, bent all 
his Thoughts on the railing of Forces. But ha- 
vine yet no Funds, he refolv'd, however, to di* 
fpole of Employments, in order to entertain every 
Body with Hopes ; and began to make the Eftap- 
blifhooent of an Army, which was then but ima-> 
ginary. The moft eminent Perfons being. afTem- . 
Med, ^ He return'd them Thanks for the Ardour, 
^-they (hew'd in his Service : Adding, That for 
^ his own Part, he would ever acknowledge the 
^ Affedion of thofe who followed his Fortune • 
^ and that he was ready to entruft them with the 

' moft 



*Tbe French /if^s Semefifc, «!!»£& fgnijEci « Awmittie of 
f^Ar//Wmfnr, tbaf fits during ti$\Mi%Sv:xiss^^ 
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* moft important Employments^ expeding a pro* 
' per Opportunity to gratify them with fubftantial 

* Favours. 

At thefe fine Words^ thole illuilrious Perfons 
made profound Bows : A moment afcer^ nothing 
was heard but Compliments^ which infenfibly ad- 
fanc'd to AlTurances of Fidelity^ and Proteftations 
of their readinefs to fpill the laft Drop of their 
Blood. .This was attended with feveral fine 
Speeches on the prefent State of Affairs^ and fome 
of them^ animated with Zeal for their Party^ 
open'd a material Counfel. Whyy (aid they, d9 

wot tt^ test the Iron whilfi 'tis bat ? Tou bofue^ my L^ri^ 
abtmdance efUohility and Gentry with you ; and great 
Numhfi ofyotmg Men in the City : You may make uf 
Boify ef Gentlemen; a Body of their Valets-de- 
Chamber^ to whom you may join the ^ Cinquantaine, 
Md the Archers ; tlifo great Battalions of the mofi 
fwkfiamial Bnrgbers : And with thefe Troops go and 
fiHrfrize tie £tig at St. Germains. Tes^ anfwer'd 
liie Duke of Lm^neviBe, this enay he advifeahle : But 
. J^ tdng cnr chief Enterfrife^ we muft take right Mea^ 
fbna to tmtfy it on; We JhaB dehte it in the firfi Conn- 
UL ^ Bo tbt mean timo^ to avoid Confufion^ which uju- 
'* atf rmns tJl Tarties, we muft diffofe of Employments, 
0m jtmry om imiy knew hisPoft. 
'^Ji ^mnearviJk^ fo highly refpeded by the Wits, 
lliilild accefic of no Employment : Having learnt 
' 'Mb RaUn, ^at in order to underftand the Old 
pofeftly well^ a Man muit apply him- 
co nothing elfe^ and even reduce himfelf to 
Mgrh-DUiy to keep YAi Head free ffom all 

grofs 



vZtff Troof of the Archers, or City-Militia. 
Mthad with km a Iewi&¥.%\)b\,i»1iQ MkH 
Mf tut HotbsM 
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gro& Vapours ; neverthefefs^ the ATerfion he has 
againil the Favourites^ not pcnnittiQg hun to bt 
idle on fuch Occafions^ he defired to be Super-* 
intendant in Ci?il Matters^ and to fettle all 
Things according to the Prince of Oranges Mer 
moirs : But as ill Luck would have it^ he had left 
behind him^ at Pms^ a Manufcript bf Count 
Mimrice, which might have been of great Ufe to 
him for the Artillery and Provifions ; which^ in 
all Probability^ was the Reafon^ that .there was 
neither Ammunition nor Bread in that Army. 

Saiut'Ibal put in for the Hoijour of bringing 
the Enemy into France : But he was ai^wpr'd^ 
that the Generals of Paris referv'd It to them(elves« 
He then defu-'d a Full-Power to treat with the 
Tfilesy Tartars and Mufeovites^ and the fole Ma* 
nagement of Chimerical Projeds^ which was 
gr9nted him. 

Count de Ftef^uey fruitful in Military Chimera's, 
befides the Poft of Lieutenant-General^ which he 
had at Paris, obtain'd a particular Commiffion for 
the Beating up of Quarters, and other blunt and 
fudden Exploits, which may be rcfolv'd upon, 
whilft one is fmging an Air of * la Barre, or dan- 
cing a Minuet. 

The Marquis de Beuvron wa$ made a Lieute* 
nant-General, on Condition that he fliould re- 
main in the Old Palace ; that Place, and the Go- 
vernment, being both of fo great Importance, 
that too much Care could not be beftow*d on 
their Prefer vation. 

The Marquis de Mattgnon, ever lUuftrious by 
his Sufficiency y and now Famous for the memora- . 
ble Siege oiF Vallogne^ commanded the Troops of 
Cctjntin, laying. He had a mind to have the lit- 
tle 
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Amy mJkr Urn, aiid,be as independent on the 
[linloe or Lmgmviii, as Coiinc ffalU/tm was on 

The Mnqais ^Ha^t ftopd up for the Cotxw 
ttifid .of the Hottc, which was granted him^ be^ 
cpaie be was better mounted than the. reft ; wai 
il^t die- fame Age with Monfieur Be Nemmrs^ 
vhen he commanded the Caralry in fUnJersi 
and had an embroidered Coat entirely like hk 
. Atfimnik was pitch'd upon to ht Governour of 
X^m^ .as a Man dxrilfy skili'd in ff^ar, and as able 
tQ inike. Mitmj Harangues to the People^ ni 
fiiffis^BipAcm. The Governour was made Major* 
QKheral, that he might not obe]^ others; and the 
lljB^-Generaly Governour^ that he mij^t not H 
|i%y to quit the City ; For 'twas one of hi^ 

Mairimtj That hi cnht not to ^o 09$t, ujm any Ac^, 
Mper vfhatfiiver ; and he alledg'd the Exaitjple o| 
fereral confiderat)le Towns^ that had been loftj 
through dbe Abfehce of their Governoiirs. 

Hamerie and Qaumenil de(ir'd to be nutde Majors^ 
6eneral : Ihnierie^ becaufe he had bien like to be 
made Enfign to the King's Genfdarmis ; and Cau^ 



iiy (iecaufe he was within an Ace of belnj^ 
linade Colonel of ^ Aimjkit/^ Regiment. 

Bmcauk could not pretend that he ever faw in 
Anny ^ but he alledgd, that he had been ci Hunter 
atfl hu life-time^ and that Bmting ktinr a Pi&ure 
d[ War^ according to f MacBavel, F6rty Year* 
fpent in Huntings were^ at leaft^ equivalent tp 
^Twenty Campaigm; wherefore he defir'd to be 
nade a M»)or-Qener»L whigh ht wai accord 



^■^■»*"^"*"»ww«p"^^^iwmp«!ww***" 



I » » II I I 1 ' 



^ ifo ikiU of OtluiiB; . . 
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Fhvacourt faid. That to be a good Captain, a 
Man muft have feen Armies routed^ as well as 
■viBorioits i as Banlere (his Brolbsrin-Law ) had 
read in the Duke of Rcban's * Book : Which be- 
ing laid down as a Maxim, he pretended rhat 
no Man could contend with him for the Ad-* \ 
vantage of his own Experience, every Body ftill- 
remernbring the Drforder he was in, when d'E'- 
fiauges t was taken Piifoner. 

They, had a mind to beftow the Command of 
the Ordnance on St. Evntnvtid -^ and, to fpeakthe 
Truth, as he flood affefted for |I St. Gnmaint, he 
could have wifli'd to ferve the Court, by accept- 
ing a confiderable Employment, in which he had 
no manner of Skill. But having promis'd Count 
d'HjTconn not to ferve at all, he kept his Word 
with himj both out of a Principle of Honourj 
and not to be like the Normanj, moft of whom 
had broke their Promife. Upon tliefe Gonfidera* 
tions, he generoufly refus'd the Money that was 
ofFer'd, but which would never have been given 
him. 

Campkn did not put in for any great Employ* 
ment ; and only deflr'd to be m^de'Marefchal of 
Battalia, in Order to learn the Trade of War, in- 
genuoufly owning he was a Stranger to it : But 
.pretending to know the Country, to the fmalleft 
Itivulets, and the moft inconfiderable PalTages ,• 
which Science he had learned when he went a 
Hunting with the Duke of Vendofme. 

Se'vigny was contented with the fame Employ- 
ment i but he found he was a Bubble to his own 
Modefty, 



* Eiuiiied, Le Rurtit Capitalne, on I'Atrfge des Gticrres 
des Cort.nwntwres de Ce/rtr, Sc^. 

im King w(ii then at that fi.ict. 



JkJpdeflv, wl«a,4«.i?*f that jherfi, 'tm. no,5HH 
»qji»ira lb Wa li4«jac-Gphcf4L' HwwBier, h« 
ut up plfo for. .»0]:(dt/ai^'I^ the |Ipii9^-to 
^He,h^Hk^efiJ^aeh. /: . !. . , ■ ,.". ,'! • 
-■. fiiuwtviUe, tt«t;^Sent^ii,;vrouJd'.nbt .t^« 
hp wifti any EmplDynienc jaiid hfe long.E^fpe- 
lieope, i# W« rcmaiq'A u£%fe,. ijQf er CWCopP of 
hU V9pQur& fhe.Dttke ovZiwuevilS, toioRcn 
his Difguft, for not being made Governour of 
0«w, augmented his Penlions ; Bu: all in vajfl, 
Rucpevilk faying openiy. That he woulJ, in- 
deed, take his MaAer's Money, but could never 
forbear fpeaking ill of him. 

Frantfueioi-Barkrcujfe was a. long while before, ho ■ 
chofe his Side ; Boncmr * entertaining his Irre- 
folution by the Friendfhip of the Marefchal <^* 
Gramont. During his long Confuliationi, liowe- ■ 
TCfj he itifenfibly fet up for a Doer of ^oodO^i-csj 
hugging himfelf with the Vanity of a falfe Cre- 
dit. Afterwards, being inform'd by Letters from 
his Friends, that Peace was ferioufly negotiating, 
he determin'd to aft no longer a neutral Part; 
He read Cafar'i Comimmaria, to fortify his Mind, 
wh^h was not yet fuHy refplv'dl : When he came 
to'dhe Paffa^ of the Rulticoit^ Ke Aopt fhort, &s 
chat great Captain had done; and having mus'd a 
wJbUe upoa tiie-Jylauer, he cry'd oiit, Hke him, . 
Lei's fdfs thi Kubiconj g iutky Cafi may ivUt All. 
He liifereupop goes out in a great En^tion, with- 
out loofeiog either upon Bmcxwr or^tt^e tittle t^"''- 
(Pjr, well-knowing, that the fi^bt pfWoMev andChil- 
Jfr^t may /often the fierce^ Spirits j and withoui: ac- 
quainting Sny of his Friends, he attends the Duke 
bf LongUivilkf and thus befpcaks him : * My Lord; 
M 2 . lever 
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If a Man be allowed to call a Mifirefs ungrateful ' 
and cruel^ whom he has courted without Succefij 
thofe who think themfelvcs ill ufed by Fortune^ 
may, with more Reafon^ claim the Priviledge. to 
foriake her^ and^ at a diflance from her^ ca ftek 
for a Repofe that may ballance the Advantages 
file has deny'd theni. What Injury do we do her 
to pay her in the fame Coin/ and return Con- 
tempt for Contempt ? Therefore I don't think it 
ilrange, for a Man of Honour to defpife die 
Caui^ ; but I chink it ridiculous in him to pride 
in the defpifing it. 

There is another Sort of Men every whtt as 
intolerable u Such are thofe who can't leave the 
Courts and are ve!K'd at every Thing that paffs 
there; who intereft themfelves in the Difgracd 
of the mod indifferent Perfons^ and find fauk 
with the Preferment of their own Friends. 

They look upon all the Good and 111 that's done 
to others^ to be downright Injuflice ; and they 
are equally pro vok'd by Favours, tho' never to 
well deferv'd } and by Punifhments, tho' never to 
jufi. Yet if you can liften to thefe PerfoM, 
they'll talk of nothing but Conflancy, Genero« 
fity, and Honour : Every Thing they fay, is al- 
ways attended with a melancholy Air, that makes 
you Sad, inftead of affording you any Comfort. 
They find a certain Pleafure in Complaints, 
which cancels our Gratitude for their Pity. Go i 
where you will, you may expeA to find the 
World composed of two Sorts of Perfons ; the one 
mind Bufinefs, the other purfue their Pleafores. 

The fTrfl fly the Approach of theMiferable, and 
are afraid of becoming fo by Contagion. If one 
has a mind to get into their Acquaintance, he 
muft conceal his Misfortunes, and endeavour to 
be fervjceable to them, in fome refpeA or other. 
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, Thofe that give themfelves up entirely to their 
Diverfions^ "have fomething more of Humanity 
in them^ and are eafier of Accefs. Their Mi- 
ftrefles and Confidents make ^ood ufe of thofe 
FoIlieSj by which they are poffefs'd. Their Souls 
are mcNre open^ but their GonduA is more uncer* 
tain : VaJJUn^ with them^ always prevails above 
Friendfhip j and they look upon the Duties of 
Society^ as ah infupportable Burthen. Therefore^to 
convene with them^ you muft follow the Courfe 
of their Pleafures^ confide but little in them^ amd 
gee what you Can from them. 

The greateft Art confifts in knowing well thefe 
tog Sorts of Perfons. As long as you are engag'd 
in the World, you muft comply with its Maxims ; 
fcecaufe nothing is more unprofitable^ than the 
Wifdom of thofe Perfons who fet up for Reformers 
of the Age. 'Tis a Part a Man cannot ad long, 
without offending his Friends, and reiidring him- 
felf ridiculous. 

In the mean time, moft of thefe Reformers 
have their Views, their Interefts, and their Ca- 
bals. 'Tis to no purpofe to expofe them ; for 
all that is faid of them, either at Court, or upon 
the Stage, does not difcourage them. Hearken 
to their Remonftrahces, and they will immedi- 
ately become your Mafters j give no Attention to 
them, and you muft expcft they'll be your Ene^ 
imies. As long as Fortune fmil'd upon them, they 
enjoy 'd her Favours ; and when they happen to 
fell into Difgrace, they feek to raife and advance 
their Interfeft, by affeding a Reputation of Inte- 
grity. . To what purpofe is it, for a Man to hate 
m another, the Fortune he would not negle<a for 
himfelf ? Their Averfion is levell'd at thofe that 
fiand for Favours j their Envy at thofe that ob- 
tain themj and their Animofity at the Perfons 

^t diRtibiitG ihcm : To have tViw I.^^wv, w 
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* I erer was your Servant, tho' not with fo parti- 
' cular a Devotion, as to be thereby oblig'd to 
' ferve you on this Occafion : But now I defign 
' to embrace your Incereft, and am come to af- 
' twttyfur Highmfs, that I entirely devote my felf 
' to you. 

The Duke felt a .great Joy, and fuch as cannot 
. be contain'd within the Heart, and therefore 
makes, generally, fome Impre{Con on the Face ; 
But the fame was moderated, when Barbtroujft had 
explain'd himfelf thus : ' The Declaration 1 make 
' is not fo general, but that I add a Condition to 

* if, I defign to continue here, when you go in- 

* to the Field, which, howeirer, cannot be afcri- 

* bed to Want of Courage, but to an unlucky 
' StramuTy^ which hinders me from going on 

* Horfe-back. Not that I defign to be ufelefs iii 

* the Party neither : I will negotiate with Madam 

* de Matl^non, for whom I ever eniertain'd an Af- 

* fciftion 3 and befides, as you have no Body here 

* that can write Relations, I ihall take care to 

* publifii your Atchievements. Thefe lad words 
were a great Comfort to the Prince : for to fpcak 
the Truth, they had great Occafjon for a Gazetteer, 
and he was glad to find one fo skiU'd in Nar- 
rattvet. 

FontraHles came in the Nick of Time to fee the 
Great Affair of la * BouiSe. During his Stay in 
Normavdy, the Duke of LengutviUt made him privy 
to all his Counftls, as he did VaricarviUe znA. Count 
de Fieftjue^ but Fontraillet could Ti6t rellfll fuch a 
Ccmfi- 



* JWr.deSt. Evremond geing to Rouen rfwriw »Ji/ War, 
jnel t!jt D -ike of Lor\^[iev die at la Bouillc, (« Village vithin 
th'te Lc.igsei ofthtt City) with hit little jlrmyi and rave Aim 
Noi\eeofthe Jpptoneh of the King'i Treapt, andthtrehy anOf' 

jtortiinity taftve I'll awn : Jj nat nenthh'd hifort in Mr. da 

Se. Evmnoiui's Life. 



A^i;^ de St. Evxeiixi^ 21 



Coofidence^ beiog apprelienfive of engaging him- 
felf coo far in the Pnnoe's Iniereftj and of being 
imrufted with the Secret, of a fecond Enterjxize 
il^^ainft Pwtoife. So juft an Apprehenfion oblig'd 
faun to quit the Pany, and to carry Count Je 
JRef^fie awaf v^itb Um, reprelenting to him^ That 
confidering how they go?em'd their General^ all 
the Diforders that might happen w^d be dialed 
upon them^ if things were carried to Extftmity. 

The Duke J< Rax^ from whom thqr expeded 
great Supplies, came attended cmly by a Page, who 
carried his Arms and his two trufty f Squires. 
Some found Fault widi his coming withouc 
Troops; but they were ibon iatisfied^ when he 
ihew'd 'em a long lift of the Barom who defired 
to be cmploy'd. For Two hoodred thoufand 
Crowns^ he might have engaged the Brmms to take 
the Field ; but for want of that petty Sum^ the 
Credit of fo great a Lord remain'd altogether nfe«- 
lefs. ^is true^ he promifed not to fpare his own 
Perfbn^ and to (erve as a Duke and Peer in the 
Army of Roumy with the fame Afliduity as he had 
ferved in FUnders : He aflured dicm befides^ that 
Montflaifir would foon joiQ them j and even gare 
'em lome Hopes of the || Tsfmois. 

As for the reft, BtUe-IJU was in a very good Po- 
fhire of Defence ; there was a Garri(bn ac Atacbe- 
caul I and Mm$tmirtl was well guarded. The 
Duke's way of living with the Officers was very . 
pjbligiqg : And whoever was (b h4>py as co have 

M ; a Buff; 



f Vlen he was in Flanderi , he had always two Gentlemen 
^fthe Moffe hj his Sides^ aid a Btge tb.u cat tied bis Arms. 

H So was Mawfeur d'Aubetenc nicknamed: tecaufe when 
h^ was in tbt Jrmj^ he often JtoU away from his Company to 
90 to the T^enchts^ and other Races of Darker ; from, whence 
b€ fometimes retmrued wounded^ to the fjtix ^is^nzt o{ Vv\ 
Friejtd/j mio did noi utfeS anj fucb tbiif « 
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a Buff-Coat, or a Black Velvet Jacket, might de- 
pend upon his Friend/hip. 

T/jus you fee the tUfFerent Employments of the 
mort conliderable Perf ns of the Patty. If any 
Body wonders that I fay nothing of their Aftions, 
'tis bccaiife I know nothing of 'em : For as I re- 
late Truth with the uinioft Exa<ftnefs, fb I mention 
nothing btit what I faw. In the mean time, I ao^ 
count my felf happy that I was acquainted with 
the Animofity of that Infurreftion, rather by Ob- 
fervation, than by iny own Experience. 'Tis a 
Trade for Fools and Dejpimdo's, which Men of 
Scnfe and Honour, and fuch as are well to pafs, 
ought not to meddle with. 

BubbUs came in daily by Companies ; the Oat* 
law'd and the Needy"rcpair'd to them from all 
Parts J and there never was fo great Talk of 
Gtmnjitg^ without UmoHr ; never fo many ^a 
Speeches, Without Senfi. j never fo many D^figns^ 
Without MHon I or UnJcrtakings without F.p£ls : 
In fliort, 'tis all Taney, all Chimera j nothing 
fubftahtial, nothing real, befides W^nt and Mifery. 
Hence It is, that private Men complain of the 
Great ones, who ihcci've them, and the Great ones 
of private Men Who /ibtmdon them. Fools are un- 
deceived by Experience, and draw off; Men of 
<Jef| erqte ForLunes, who fee no Alteration in 
their Condition, go and feek elfewhere fomft 
er unlucky Adventure : Being no Ie(s dif- 
led with the Leading-Men of the Party, thaft 
h the Favourites. 
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IK^mwkhev, Madam^ that when I went to the 
Asmyj^ 1 begg'd of vpu to love the Chevalier ' 
of Grammontj in cafe I mould be fo unfortunate as 
tp meet my Death there ^ ir> which Particular, I 
have been fo well obey*d, .that you do not hate 
him at all during my Life^ to learn (I fuppofe) 
how to love him the better after my Death. You 
are very pqnAual in obeying my Orders, and 
ihould 1 continue to give you the fame CommiQi-- 
on, in all Appearance, you would fee it carefully 
executed. 

You may imagine. Madam, that I defign to 
hide a real Grief upder a pretended Banter ^ and 
being fo wel} acquainted with my Paffion, you . 
cannot without Difficulty perfwade your felf, that 
I can fuffer a Rival without jealoufjc. But per- 
haps you don't know. Madam, that if 1 dare not 
complain of you, b^caufe I love you too rpuch, I dare 
not complain of him, becaufe I lov,e him little lefs. 
And if I muft of Ncceffity be angry, teach me whom 
1 am to be moft angry with j either with him 
who goes to rob me of my Miftrefs, pr you who 
ileal tny Friend from me, \ . 

Let the Matter be how-it will^ youneed not 
give your felf much Trqubie to appeafe my In- 
dignation. My Paffion is too violent, to indulge 
in thAleaft my Refentment.j and my Tendernefs 
will always make m.e forget the Injuries I havc^ 
received from you. IJpveybu, tho' perfidious ; 
I love him, tho' treacberoi^s j and only fear that 
'• a fmcer-e Friepd isi no Favourite of oictv^v. t^^^- 

M 4 "^^^-^ 
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. well. Let us enter, I befeech you, into a new un- 
known fort of Confederacy, and by a ftrangc 
Myliety, let his, letyodr, and my Friendfliip, be 
only one and the fame thing. 



'A LETTER 

IS ■ 

To the foMe. 

I Thought you had utterly forget me ; but ^ « 
more reBhcd and ingenioui GotiduA, y<m 

f re&t me as if you jiift began to knov me. 

Upon my Integrity, I never few fuch a eivil 
Letter in my Life, and at the fame time fo vew 
little obliging as yours. You have hit upon k> 
nice, fo delicate an Indifference, that I cannot 
complain of you without Regret, nor commend 
you without the jufl Imputation of Siilinefs. 

Ctmrofttyj Gratitude, ObligatioKj are common Ex- 

preffions in your Letter." It feems you have, for 
my Sake, been at the Fxpence of learning all the 
Terms that have been ufed in Compliments, and 
Have' forgotten all thofc that cxprefs any Senti- 
ment of Love. It muft be confefs'd. Madam, that 
you imitate your Mother'-s Stile perfedly well. 
Ac fifft Sight, I thought I had receiv'd a Token 
of her L'adyihip's Remembrance. Befides this. 
Madam, that doleful Jargon of being over-whelm'd 
■with Miifortuntij does not at all become you ; but 
feems to proceed from a Perfon that labotJI under 
a myfterious Difcompofure. 

As for your fetf, who never aAed the Sbam~ 
Mourner, how came you to pitch upon mc, a-God's 
Natne, co tell your doleful Stpry, and entei'tain 
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ibe tirith the Shew of foch noUe Mkfidituties ? 
Am I then good for nodnoe in the World^ but to 
be die GonMent of your amfted Melancholy^ and 
fiudied Sorrow ? 

As it is impoffible for yoti^ Madam^ to become 
indiflferent to me^ I was asking M ^^"^ after 
you^ who told me that you danced from Morning 
dll Nighty and that one could not- pais the Time 
more meirily than you did. 

Adieu^ miferabk Perfin^ over-whelm'd with a 
. long Train of Mirfcrttmes, full of Gratitude and Ac- 
knowledgment to thofe, who take any Part in 
your Mferiis. Adieu^ morp Tmskrly^ a Thou<« 
fand times^ than you write C^iBy to me. I con- 
jure you to believe that you haye not CiviUty 
enough to difcourage me j and that I would rather 
ehule to be all my Lifc-time^ the Ckmfident of 
your Sorrow^ than to have potlun'g at all to do 
with you. 



riMi 
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A LETTER 



To MADAM 



^^^ 



YOU afe upon the Point of making a very 
forry Gallant of a .very good Friend ; and 
I perceive that what I call'd SatisfaAion^ when I 
was with you^ is now become infenfibly fome fort 
of a Charm* I talk no more of turning things 
into Ridicule ; and the very fame Perfon who lec 
fuch a Value upon your malicious Fancies^ now 
difcovers in you more aficAing Qualities, which 
g^ve him a Difguft for your firft Endearments. 

You always appeared very engaging to me; but 
now I begin to feel with Emotion^ viVaxl^^^ 



vfyi to fee Dnly \vich Pleafitrflir iTo f[)e^ plainly 
to youy I am afraid :I may bt ia Loire stkh ym^ 
if you wiU HiSesmt to lore yoo .-; Fbr at tfaii' prch 
fent Writings I am in fuch a GaodkioQi tlwel 
can let it alone^ if you don't like it; r u 

You tmift notex^ie^ from me any fkieTheilli^ti^ 
or noMe Raptoret: i am wholly incapable of 
them^ and freely leave tbem to the Admirers of 
Madam C. Let the Dra wing-Rooms make the. 
moft on't : At leaft^ permit Madam Je N^ to de- 
fine Lore by her own Fancy ; alid don't envy tte 
vain Imaginations of thoie miferable Creatures^ 
wha upon, the Ruins of their Faqes^ value them- 
felves upon their Wit that ftiU continues with them^ 
at the Bxpence of their Beauty that has defertod 
them. • J 

Finding me foclownifli in the Contempt of 
reBned Sentiments; yeull imagine^ perhaps^ tiwit 
I am a Hero as to the Exercifes of the Body : 
Pray hearken how the. Cafe (lands with me. I am 
indifferent in every thing; and neither Nature 
nor Fortune have done any thing for me but 
what is common. 

As I cannot fee, without Ertvy^ thofe People 
that are Sumptuous and Magnificent in their Ex- 
pences, fo I cannot^ without fbme Difpleafure, 
behold thofe that are too much given to their 
Pleafures ; and if I dare fpeak my Thoughts, I 
hate in fome meafure, the Vivmnes and the Sau^ 
fours i becaufe I cannot refemble them. 

My Affairs go always at the fame rate ; I ne- 
ver allow my lelf any Extravagance ; and I iland 
in need of a little Oeconomy to make things even 
at the Year's end^ and pafs a Winter's Night. 

Not that I am reduced either to Want or 
Infirmity : But to explain my felf frankly, my 
Expence is fmall^ and my Ifhns tndifierent. 



Tt, 
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Ti^ pfeftinif« to fdt «^>#ll'^otir L6fei|^ JOrwhc^ 

< As fair fiiy felf> I iitfl Mllir'd t0 laikifc «»hat {Mfrt 
]^ti afiigh tn<^» MfKl If^fnd fiemWri&bdQap to 
Ix>ve With<$uiK Difficulty i['' I ain iiHi> io retalti 
from Lov9 to FrUtidfla^/v»tlh ^ litfto Vii^encev 
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Tjie CffARACTBR of U>c Ctmuefs 



P^itft c^pfcft td IJe tiibrc faceegful in yoijr 
Chdrai^ityth'dt^ ovLt Painters havebeeft in ybuy 
^utey V^lieihS 1 may fefely fay, iht beft Pcrfor* 
fliers iiave loft their RcpJitation. Mitheito, we 
ptttt beheld any BeautScfe ' fo acc6mpK(h^d, but 
(hey were oWig*d to thefe Matters, either for be- 
ftowifig fdtni new (Sracfes upon them; or elfe for 
bdiiiceaTing fotne of thiiir Defefts. You alone, 
Midifti, arte above thofe Arts, whbfe peculiar 
lEhataifter if is to Fbrtcif ahd EmbeHfli. They 
pt^ct tdbk the Pencil W* dtaw your Face, with- 
out a fliamefal Foil of thdr Stoll, and doing an 
infinite Injuftice to thet Qr;gin^l i in fliort, with^ 
• put making f6acc6m]f)Mfn'lrI^rfon,as^ felf, 
hto as itT^nyjAdvantag*^, ^s^ they ufually bellow 

ttfednthdfeffi^^ ; ' 



* 
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f CatberiM ^(i^riettta d*Angeines, Counufs d'OlotviSL^, w a^ 
^^A/er to Charted d*Aiigi^i*i,; t-oYd of \-V\jiVi^J^^ l<« w, 
'; '^j^mlxfriJlff, ^ Marjr du Kaynicc* 
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idtn is infallible, does not entirely fecure as 
with you. 

Perhaps you will tell me^ that a Man who ha; 
any tender Sentiments, is not generally fo rigid 
in his Judgment. But fo foon as you will take 
Che Pains to let me know what you diflike^ I 
will immediately retrad what I hate faid. 'Tis 
impofltble to think difadvantagedufly of you, but 
in your Abfence , for to repeat what I have al- 
ready told you. Do httt affear^ Madam^ in the 
midfi of your Piiturts and CbaraSert, and you will 
foon ecUffe.all the ItHaget the mofi fruitful Fancy cart 
form of you. 



A LETT E R ^ 

To the Coutttefs d'Olonne, Jent with th& 

fore^om£ Charadier. 



I Send you herewith your Charafter, which 
tells you the general Sentiments of the World 
concerning you { and will inform you, that there 
IS nothing fo Beautiful in all France as your felf. 
Don't be fo rigorous to your own Merits, as to 
deny your felf that Juftice which all the World 
pays you. Moft of our Ladies fuffcr themfelves 
be eafily perfuaded, and entertain flattering 
n with Pleasure j and it would be very 
ge, indeed^ if you could not be prevail'd up- 
J believe a plealing Truth. 
..^des the- publick Opinion, you have tho 
i%}mnt of Madam de LenguevUle on your fide, 
auhmit to fo Authcntick a Tcftimony, without 
further 




|Wierfcraple$'ftiidliiiJMie believes it^ fafeUjav^ 
tadr felf to be the moil charmiag Creature diait 
m ever beheld. 

T^VkoQi your IftesMityi Madam, I pafs to the Mif- 
it MS ocotfioii'd, and to the infinite Num* 

of chofe diat£ daily languifh Und dye for you. 

hot niy Defign to render you Compaffionat£ ; 
at^ the umity, if you would follow my Advice> 
fc fliall coft one Or other of your unfortunate Ad- 
ndreri his Life. Our Poets, and JRaffiMl»c^Mon- 
mr^'bkrt too long banter'd Us .with feign'd 
Deam^i I demand a true one of you, which 
k3l be sin undifputable Title to your Pmedions. 
AnuMig Five or Sit languifiiiik Perfons, of my 
^Acqiifiintaiiee, chafe whom yoiTpleafe to honour 
Mth yoor U0 Itigours : And youll eafily leaid him 
fimn LmiffUfmmt to Death. Difpatch him quickly 
lor youf own Satisfadion^ aind diat of,^ 

Aiadam^ 

Your, &ci 



A L E T T E R 



M A D A M *'*'^ 



O W vioicrit foever my Frieadfliip is^ it faas^ 
kft me Judgment enough to write tt> you 

left Paffion and Concern than I us*4 to do. 
And CO tell you the 'truths I am foniewfaat 
ifMUn^d to fend you Country Sighs, which have 
MidlM the Sweemefs, nor Delicacy of thofe V 
kmt^ ^ But let them be what they will^ I liid 
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neceflity venture theJlf and endcarour to make 

?'ou remember me, at a time when all the World 
abours to have me forgotten. 

I don't queflion but that the Interview of your 
pious Mother, and the reft of your godly Family, 
was attended with abundance of Tears : To be 
furc, to fuch a Mother's Tears, you paid a ciyJI 
and refpeiaful Return, like a well-bred Daughter* 
But then you know the World too well, to have 
any real Tendcrnefs fdr the Difquiet of thofe 
Vrudes, whole Virtue is nothing elfe but a meet 
Artifice to deprive you of thofe Pleafures, which 
themfelves regret. 

Tis enough that you fhew'd once your Obe- 
dience, and faortfic'd your Repofe to a Complai- 
fance, which, perhaf>5j you did not owe her* 
She is unjuft, if, after flie has exaaed^^o fevere 
a SubmiiHon from you, fhe pretends to regulate 
your Inclinations, and conftrain the only Thing 
fhe has left in your Power. 

We love that which pleafes, and not what is 
barely permitted to us ; But if you muft ask leave 
of your Parents^ before you Love, I am fo .well 
acquainted with their Humour, that I dare aflUre 
you,' you'll have but little occasion to be ac- 
quainted with that Faifion, fo long as you 
livft, 

But perhaps this Difcour^ may be altogether 
ufelefs j and confidering your prefent Circum- 
flances, I ought rather to be apfirehenfive of thofe 
Perfons that advife you to Love, than thofe that 
forbid it. Perhaps yon may follow the Advice I 
give y(M], and laugh ac the Reprimands of your 
Mother. How do I know but that this poor 
Mother of yours, to whom I wifli fo mueh Mif- 
chtef, may be in my Interefts ; and that to ftifle 
a growing Paffion m its Birth, fhe does not allow 



rMmfour de St. ErremoncL' f.j 

the Liberty to Lore a Perfon fo remote fconk 

, Hitherto I have had all the Reafon in the 
World .to commend your Conftancy and Refolu- . 
don J but i doubt whether a meer lJea,w\ll be 
able CO difpute it long againfl a Face^ and A^emory 
igainft Com/irfatitn. I have too great an Uiiea-- 
finefs upon mcj to leave any longer the Advan-- 
tage of Being prefenc with you^ to thofe Geo- 
Uemen that behold you j, and within a ^w 
Days, no manner of BuHnefs fliall hinder me- 
&om throwing my felf at your Feet. In' the 
mean time, till 1 come to entertain you witif 
iny Paffion, remember how many Thoufand 
Oaths you have fworn to love me as long aa 
you live. 



A LETTER 

To MADAM * * * 

AS nothing is fo I^onqurable as an ancjeAt 
Friendftip, fo ;iothing i) fo fcandaloui 
u an old Paffion. Undeceive y6ur felf, Ma- 
i*mj of the falfe Merit of being Faithful • and 
uke it for a certain Truth, that Oorhing is (6 
injurious to the Reputation of a Beaiit^, i& 
Conftancy. Who knows whether you refolv'4 
to love but one Perfon, or whether yoU coald 
get but one Lover ? Yon fondly imagirie thaj 
raAife a Virtue, rfhile you make us fufpeiSt 
>t have many Defe^^ - . 4 ■-- 

, M0/£ilrr, bow many Duvets attend f 
4ied y\ax»i and what i vaa O. 
N • 
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tbtre is becwe^ the Difgufis of an eld Eagtve^ 
matt, and the Endearments of a growing Paf- 
fion. In a new Amour you will find I^lights 
in cTcry Hour of the Day : *Tis an unexprcf- 
fiHe Pleafure to find that Love grows upon us 
erery Minute : But in a Fadion of an old fland- 
ing, our Time lingers very uneafily, in ftill lo- 
ving lefs. We may converfe well enough with 
Perfons that are indifferent to us, either out 
of Decency and good Manners, or through a 
ncceflary Obligation : Bat how can we pafi our 
lives with thofe we have loved, when we love 
them no longer. 

I have only four Words more to fay to you, 
and I defire you to make fome Refle<*ion upon 
them. If you like what's difagreeable, it argues 
an ill Taue ,- if you have not the Refolution 
to quit what difpleafes you, 'tis a downright 
Weaknefs. But do what you will, you'll be 
eaUly juftify'd with me : For there's no Foikle 
but I will forgive in you, without pretending to 
any great Indulgence. 

Whtn the Fair Sex tranfgrefs the Lav^, 

They meJ no Advocate ; 
Nature aUae liefi fleaJi thtir Canfe, 

And jttfiifiet the Fault. 
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ALE TTEilv 

To the Count * d'Olme* 

YO 17 lefc me Ycfterday in a. CoaveiitacMij, 
that infenlibly became a fi^riou PiQwtttj 
in which every thing was faid, (hat can m. 9U . 
leJged fro and Con, either for thfi Difgrace Or 
^dpantage of Learning. You may eafily gae& %t 
the contending Parties ; and ynu know they YoA 
both of them a great Concern in maintaining their 
Caufe, t Bautru having no great, ObligatUin to 
Nature for his Genius ; and the ComnunMur t aay 
fay, without being ungraceful, that be owes fais 
Talent neither to Arts nor SciencciJ. 

The Difpuie was occafton'd by the Conanen- 
dations beftow'd on the Queen || (>f SweAen^.iat 
the great Variety of her Knowl^ge : Wh^n the 
Commandeur, all on the fudden,- rofe from '-his 
Chair, and taking oiF his Hat with a particutar 
Air, Ginclenteitj faj's he. If the Queen of Swedfrn 
had lEOOwn no inofe than the Cufioms of her own 
Qcmavtfy flw had comiawd thers.fttlt. To leapn 
oorJ^ugiUgiB and Fafliio% to put herfelf in a 
QdaiSmasa. of makkig a nguce eight Days in 
■ f^mM^'fka has k>ft her Kir^doto. See what twr . 
Kaeme4ge and fine Leamihg, which yon- cry op 
fii:flMCfa,'4fe eome to ! 

N ,^ B^Ktra 

, (^ JjWaiiamBautm, Count o/SeiTaiit. See BayleV Diffio- 
t Jk Commandeur de Jats, p/zig jFumj^ </ " 
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I mufi tell you,GentUmmy I mujl lell you f that Learning,^ 
a^s to natural Abilities} and iikewiji that the Gifts dj* 
J^tttwe gi'ue a Grace to Luaming^ A Gemut ofitft^ 
jvithout RuU and Arty is Ukt a Torrent that runs lioivt.^ 
Tintb Imfciuoufnefs : And Kmwkdge without naturat 
PjiriSf refembles tbofe dry and barren Fields^ that art fi 
Jifsff-etalle to the Sight. Now Getiilemm, the Bujincfi 
is: hini> to recoticile what you have fo uTsaivifeMy dp** •[ 
vldtd J asd to re-efiablifh an Union where you ha'Of^ 
rriiade a Divorce. Learning is nothing in the Wprld^ ^ofl 
a -^erfeU Knowledge, and Art is nothing bat a Kuk thoj^ 
tlireUs N:J-uri. (Vou'd you. Sir, adJreffitig himfelflB 
tO'ths Cotnmandeur, he ignorant of the thirds 7^fl 
ffeak of, and 'valut your felf only upon a natural 6eni«tJfl 
jvhicb is irregular, and far from PtrfeBion ? And yaij^ 
Mr. Bautru, VrsU you renounce- the natural Beauty q|fl 
the Mind, to render your [elf a Slave to troublefomtM 
Trecepts and borrov/d Knowkdge ? Come, Come, r&4a 
plied bluntly the CemmnnJeur, Let us make an ewfiij 
of this Difccurfe ; / wcud rather hear with his Kmow- 
Mge ojsd his latiOf than with the lengHaranpifi yom. 
have made us here. 

The good Man Bautru, who was not of an ic- 
reconoiWable Nature, was itnraediately appeas'd ; 
vid CO. quit Scores with the Commattdeisr, pKfer'd 
Hfcagrafjt^ Ignorance to the magnihcenc Words 
p B- l^lace J who, for his Part, went off with 
■nd Contempt for both, iitad a deep Sat^-. 
in himlflt 
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A letter; 



tp monsieur •** 



You ad^uaint me. Sir, chat you are in Lorf 
with a Proceftant Lady ; and that were k 
not for the Difference of Religion, you could rC- 
foWe to mairy her. if you are of fuch a Conlli* 
turion as not to be able to bear the Thouglic df 
bo'og fcparated from your Wife in the othet 
World, 1 advife you to marry a Rotnan-Catholicki 
But if I were inclin'd to alter my Condition, I 
Iliould willingly marry a Woman of a different 
Religion from my own : For I ftiould be afraid, 
left a Caiholick thinking her lelf fecure of Polfcff- 
iog her Husband in the next World, Ihould b> . 
think herlelf of Enjoying a Galatit in this. * 

Befides, I have an uncommon Thought, which, 
bowerer, 1 believe to be true, viz,. That the Pra^ 
ttfiant ReUgion is as ad-uantfgioiis to Htijbands, as ths 

ICaiholiek is favourable to Lovtrs. 
Th*f Cbrijlian Liknj which the Proteftants b'oat 
of, creates a certain Spirit of Refinance, which bet* 
rer fecures the Women againft the Infiouations tff 
their Lovers : iVhmas the Sithm0on which the R* 
mi(h Perfwafion requires, does, in fome meafur^ 
I. incline them to fuffer themfeWes to be overcome^ 

I And indeed, a Soul that can fiibmic to grievous 
Penances, muft needs give way to fUafurahk Int- 
A regular Life is the main Scope of the RcfomeJ 
RtligTbfi i and RfguUrity eafily begets Vtrtw. Thft 
Romijli makes Women far more Dcuout j and Deua- 
(Mv eafily turns into Lave. 

' The one thinks it's fufficient to forbear what is 
""forbidden : Ipie other, who admits of Worki of 
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tim, allows herfelf fbme irregularUUt^ tho 
1, becaufe flie does a great deal of Qood 
w IS not «xaded from h^r. 

1 the Firft the Church is a Security to Hus- 
bands ; with the other, a Place of the greateft 
Danger. Andj indeed, the ObjeAs of Mmifieati- 
m ID our Churehei, do frequently enough infpire 
Zjn/tf In the Pidure, for Inftance-Sake, of Maiy 
MagJalen, the Reprefentation of her Repentance, 
will, in old Women, raife an Idea of her aujiere 
JAfe J but the Young will take it for a Languid- 
ment of her PaOion : And whild the good Mother 
deligas to imitate the Saint in her Sufferings, the 
mrhiKi Daughter thinks only on the 5i«iir<r, and 
amorouOy revolves the Occafim of her Ripemtame. 

Thofe ' penitent Ladies, who in a Convent , 
mourn for the Sins they have committed in the 
. World, are an Example for Pleafure, as well as 
for Grief : Nay, perhaps they beget a CntjUmce in 
S'lonlni, by affording the Profpert of a Refource 
in Refwt'mg. A Woman does not feparately con- 
ccmphte Pan of their lives, but propofes the 
whole to her Imitation ; and giving heifeif up to 
I,ove while flic is young, fhe referves her Jisrt 
for the Comfort of her Old Age. In that melan- 
choly Peiiod c^ Life, fo very Cubjeift to Pain, 'tis a 
kind of Pleafure to mourn for one's Sins, or at 
Jeaft a Diverfion for Tears, which Jhould be b,eT 
fiow'd <m one's hiftrtmtitt. 

Then, fay yoii, / ^m tmirt^fafe with a Protefiant : 
Td wluch f anfwer what honeft HippotiMJeut 
faid * to Pmmp : r«, ant plisfe GoJ, He that** 
wift, inifU n> noridence ,* depends upon it for his 
Sidffitj j xod on himfelf for z ^uUt Mind, 

^■^ 
f Sit Xibclai^ Book III. Oup. so. 
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Of P L E A S U R E S, 






Xa r*tf CoKfitf 4^ L p N N B. 

» > . ■" ' 

37*00' «sfc mfr what I am doing in the Ofttm* 
L %yi I talk wUh all foitf t>f People, I tMqk 
-atf^ibaoner ol tebjeAi. and tneditace npod 
mMK- -^he Truths I look* tor^ need hot be naiw 
itfitfW fd^h'd into : And^ befiddk^ I arotd hayinp; 
too rang and too ferioits a Conv^etfacion with my 
fdf about any Thing. Solitude imprints upon oi, 
I kiipw np( what fort of dreaiy Sulnefs, barely 
hf pntiSng us upon thttiking pn ibe Wretchedneb 
«of otir Cbndirion. 

If a Man intends to lire happy, he muft make 

but felir Redediohs upon Life, rat often depart^ 

as- tc were, from himielf, and ^imidft theDtreiv 

iksM' which exteriour Objeds fumifli hfan with, 

ifieai fmh the' Knowledge of his own MifeHei. 

•^Pfivirtififf^is^ or Di^irfimsy had borrowed their 
Name firom the Diverfim they give us from fad^ 
and cirefom Objeds, to tlioie tnat are pleating 
and i^reeable: Which fufficiendy ihews, how 
diffic^lt It is to oviercome the HardOiips of our 
Condition h(y any Force of Mind,[ hut th^t a Man 
ttiay artfully avoid ihem by Dexterity and Ad^ 
dre& 

'Tis the diAingiii(hingCbar?^er9f GQG a- 
lone, that he can contempl^tie Himfelf/ ^nd in 
*ilimfelf find his Felicity and Repdfe. We .can 
hardly caft our Eyes upon our felves, but we 
there difcover a thoufand Defects, which oblige 
ui to feek elfewtiere what is wanting at Homcu 

Honours, Reputatioi^ Riches, Amours, aiid 
«ieU-masia|;'d Hleafor^s, a^e ^. ^i^y S^cltbf j) 
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gatnft the Rigours of Nature, and the Miferies of 
Life. And, indeed, the principal End for which 
WifJom was given us, was to direft us in the £»• 
joyment offUafurei : But let our Stock be never io 
great, we fiiall find it flands us in fmall (tead* 
when We are either rack'd with Pain, or sdarm'd 
with the Approaches of Death. 

Phtlofophy prompted PeJJiJmitii to fay, in tbQ 'j 
fiiarpeft Fits of the Geut^ That the Goat was m> Eviti 
but his Pain was not a whit the lefs for it. r 
tratis's Wifdom made hitn uifcourfe a great deal 
liis Death j but his uncertain Reafbnings perfi: 
ded neither his Friends, nor hirafelf, of tl 
Truth of what he faid. 

1 know fome People, who difturb the Joys 
their fereneft Days, by the Contemplation of 
folemn Death ; and as if they were not born ti 
live in the World, they only think on the man< 
ner of going out of it. In the mean time, it comes 
to pafs, that the extremity of Pain dalhes to pla- 
ces their fine Refolutions, when they ftand moft 
in need of them ; that a Fever throws them into 
a Delirium j or that doing cvisry Thing prepofte- 
roufiy, they ase firangely fond of Ufe, when 
they muft refolve to quit it : 

' ■ '••'Oeulifilae errantiiut-altv 
• '■• J^Kafiuh CmU Luetntf ingewuit^ue rettrta^ 

Virg. iEneid. lib. IV. 

" ThrUt ofd her btavy Eyes, md fctlgbt tl» Light, "s 

'. But havinrfimnd it, Jicken'dat the fight ; >- 

■ jt»d eUs'/her Lids, »i Z^/, in adUjs ITsght. J 

Dryden. 

For my own part, as I ever liv'd at random, I 
ffaall be contented to die in the fame manner : 
And. fines Pnideoce had fofm^ 2 Share -ia the 

-'• ., Adion* 
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ions of my Life, I Ihoald be forry fiie fliouM 

i upon her to contrpul its End, 
To rpeak foberly, all the Cireamftances of 
_ eath regard only tbofe that remain behind us. 
Weaknefs or Refolution, all is equal at che laft 
Moment : And 'tis ridiculous to imagine, that this 
cao figtafy any thing to thofe who are going to 
be nothing themfelves. 

There's nothing that can efFedually conquer the 
Horror of this Diilblution, but the Pcrfuafion 
and confident Expedation of another Life, with 
/ach a Compofurc of Mind, as to hope every 
riling, and fear nothing. After all, we mufl in^ 
fenfibly go whither fo many brave and good Men 
are gone before Qs, and whither we fiiall be.fol- 
low'd by fo many others. 

If I (ufcourfe fo much upon Death, after having 
fcid, that the Contemplation of it is irkfome, 'tis 
becaufe it is almofl impofTible not to make fome 
Refle^ons upon a Thing fo very natural. Nay, 
it would be a kind of Effeminacy not to dare to 
dtinfc of it : But let People fay what they will, . 
I cannot approve a particular Study of it j foe 
(bdi an Employment is too inconfiftent with the 
Enjoyment of Life. We may fay the fame thing 
of Sadnefs, and all forts of Sorrows: A Man can- 
Boc abfolutely difingage himfelf from them; and 
] think them not only allowable, but reafonabld 
on (ome OccaHons. Indifference is fcandalous in 
fijrae forts of Misfortunes i and a tender Concern 
is fufily felt upon the Difgrace of a true Friend t 
Bdc then our Grief ought ro be rare, and fooo 
laid afide ; whereas Joy ought to be frequently 
and artfully entertain'd. 

can never beflow too much Addrefs on the 

ment of ourPleaftres^ and, after all, the 

il'do feldotn relifii them well. A long 

Hft^ ^ taJthsg away t|^ Sui^^ej 4«^ 






E Mifeellmeouf Work tf 

pKm us of what's mod quick and exqutlke I 
them ; Ani <m the other banJ, if we take no care i 
them, we enjoy them prepofteroufly, in A Han 
inconliftent with Politenefs, and a true '"' 
Tafta. 

An imftrfeB Et^tymtnt is attended with Afg 
a Sifrfth of Pleafure with DiJ^tfi. There's a ^. 
tain Nick of Time, a certain Medium to be c 
ferv'd, with whi(;h few P^opla are acquaint 
We iTiuch enjoy the frtftnt Pleafures, without i 
pairing the future. 

Neither ought the Thought of wifh'd-fbr.Good^ 
to appal the Relifli of thofe we poflefs. Thi#* 
made the greated Men among the Ancients fijj" 
io great a Value upon fuch a Modtraiien, : 
may be fiil'd Oeeonomj in Things either iiejir'df i 
fhainJ. - — 

As you do noe exaa h-ooi Vour Friends fuch ^ 
regularity ai itiay lay a opnfiraint upon them, t^ 
commLHtcale to yoti the Reftedions I have made - 
withoQt any Order, and juft as they occur in my 
Mind. 4 

All Men are hjf Nature prompted to hunt a^« 
their Pleaftircs, tno' differently, according to the-q 
difference of Humours and Tempers. The.^fli-a 
yjw/ abandon therofclves grofty to their j^ppwtes, m 
Indulging [hemfelves, like other Animals, in all .« 
nacural Enjoyments. 

The VoluftMous receive an tmpreflion upon the « 
Senies, th^ reaches the very Soul. I don't mean , 
that Sool purely intelligent, from whence pro- \ 
ceeils the moft exquifite Light of Reafon ; but a, .^ 
$oul more nrixt with the Body, which is SLSaSt^zi, , 
by all fenHble Things, and knows and relilhes , 
Ptearures: .t 

The Mind has a greater Share in the Tufit. of „ 
the Nice^ than in that of othen. Were it not foe ^ 
the Nicif CalkntTy had bccn oftiuiown j Mujit%^ ^ 
harfe 
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.ijMrj *-ia>flawYil» ififjwMfiiti, mW ii«» wo 

9h wm «f «f tina fm GmUtmrnj That the 
^ T k i m i and the f Belkgardes wm ^StmiJ. 
iMfai.' JiF w^ tbm^ JjMia ! hMhtmmSamJtlfit; 
« C«rI«M» <» fc Mt^mktU witi it, 

I'kaov die peat ^lalities of Moonettr the 
Prinbty .Mdem hU humble Senim. Bm$ I m^ 
Ml ytut t^ Ot Utt CmmptkU tf Moncmoreaqr 

iuJmmf0tC»m,Mmlf0w0swttMt»rttU Utdt 



' It n9pen*d lacliUr Cor the CammmUimr that lut 
Amrfuy had the Gout ; othemrife he had n- 
.imidd the Qttaml of Lmi»t with fomething man 
efitel, chtn.BMcr Bluftcr end Wotds. The 
Onaoft wai renewed sifrefli » die Conner beiiuero* 
UtnAi'SidiM tl Hke, to die a Mutyr for his Qfi- 
, aiQ% and the other lUH tnaincaiaiog-the Canfe of 
hmmmnttj, with a great deal of Hooonr and Re- . 
■WDilat I wtoi a dnritable * Prelate; who cba9»\ 
«edt»hctill the Room, interpoTed to accomtno-A 
dale (lie Diffisience; being rafiflnd to men.fo 
firpooraUe an Oppoftnnity to fhow his Wit and : 
Ltandog. He cou^'d thrice very niecfaodicalty« 
' aaMfaen Uiming himfeli towardi the Dodor^ he 
llsSCf ineer'd (as your Men <d the World do) m ' 
tm iflrilfinr ^^m^/ ; and wjien he thought he 
hid compoft^ his Countenance .mkU enouob, 
DiHtit gMhenUmibKs Voemy he fpoke afcer this 
N4 ^'^P 



t P»tl de k Btfthe, tbt MMtffhal de Thennet. 

■f Ti€ Duke ofBMigude, Qrtat Mnfitt tf th» Harft. Stt 
tit Memoires del Homnwi illuilrea de Brintoine. fe/. Itl. 

I Tbe Hero ef a fmaS Tftatift o/Theophilui, wWttin a 
Pedant'j tell titraSM*ati. Stt tbt Stf»%4Ettt tfhitWvA* 
tjov/ tbe S^rai^. 
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PartSy refimbUs tbofe dry andhmrm Jft^Jr, ilinr #«i fr 
d^eiMf tfM Sigif. IJ€^Gmikit^m^ tbi JkAmfs 
ik^mt; ^U> rtcmdU -wkat ymiive Ja imadxn j^ i ^m * 

mJk^Dva^ri^^ Lem^mg U $ri$Utf.im fie H^ 

dinSs Nature. Winid yoUy Sir^ adueffill^r luiofi^ 

tytt&ifiCogiiTMndinf^ kiig^^:\^ tie ebkgs fm 
ffekk if^i\Md^wdmjm^^ ndtw^Aemis^ 

^ii^khkU^ m^tbm; mU/fait firm JSe^fi^ieif f And jmt 
Mri Sautni^ ff^J^ nmnmr-At: n^wtid Bemij ef 
iieftMtiid, m emderyj^mr. fe}f.s.^Jimn,te tnMrfeme^ 
treM^s MUin^jm^ Xm^k^ei. Cem9 €^mtg »•* 
{died. Uufldydia.CiiM^^ emh.M^igmk 

^ tBs^Stifffmfe^^il i^ Hfiti Us. Kmmr 

ie^oMd Us iM^^uwiti^ ike iengUsrawffni femt 
h^tmi made 9u ierit I ' . k..^. 

. ^Tfa^ «xh} Mw Mamr0, ^htk-Wf» oot of an is^ 
itpoooiitable Nature, was4aiiiic^cely. appeas'd ; 
iljadfip.quitSooces with ti:kt Cemrnndeur, phkr'4 
t^agr^ttldc Igiioraiice co the Jttagnificeac :Word$ 
of tte Il^kte '; wbo^ for his Par^ went off wit^ 
a^ofi>9nd Cootempc for botbj, ^ a deep Sv^ 
fiH%iop in hinifeifc • > 
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A L E T T .E R 

Tp MONSIEUR ♦•» 

YO U ad^uainc tne^ Sir, that you ^re in Lqtq 
with a Protcilant Lady ; and that were k 
not for the Difference of Religion, you could re- 
foWe to iRbrry her* If you are of fuch a Confti*- 
tution as not to be able to bear the Thought of 
being feparaced from- your Wife in the other 
World, I advife you to marry a R^oman-Catholick : 
But if I were inclined to alter my Condition, I 
(hould willingly marry a Woman of a different 
Religion from my own : For I ihould be afraid, 
left a Catholick thinking her felf fecure of PoffeiT- 
ing her Husband in the next World, ihould be* 
think herfelf of Enjoying a Galant in thife. 

BeAdes, I have an uncommon Thought, which, 
however, I believe to be true, wz^ That the Prc^ 

tifiant Rtligion is as advantfigeons to Hmtbands^ as the 
Catholick is favourable to Lovers. 

Jhat Cbrifiian Libtrtj which the Proteftants Hoaft 
of, creates a certain Spirit of Rejifiance^ which bet- 
ter fecures the Women againft the IhfiQuations of 
their Lovers : fVhereas the SmbmiJJum which the R^ 
wd^ Perfwafion requires, does, in fome meafure^ 
incline them to fuffer themfelves to be overcome: 
And indeed, a Soiil that can fubmit td grievous 
Penances, muft needs give way to flesfurable bn^ 

frejjtons* ■ . ' " ' 

A regular Life is the main Scope of the ReformiJ # 

Religfbn j and Regularity eafily begets VirtHe. The 
Romifli makes Women far more Devout j and Dtv<h* 
tion eafily turns into Love. 

The one thinks it's fufficient to forbear wl 
forbidden ; The other, who advuu^ ol W<¥t 
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As light anJ wiudring Minds never enfoy ih- ^ 
iatrei ; fb on che contrary, the Thinking and Si- ■ 
tuioine ve {Kit conTerCitit with themfeWes ; and j 
k Utob«feiir'd, that inftead of tailing the Sweets 
of true Repofc, their lazy and unaiftive Applica- 
cloa may chtow them into Wearifomnefs. How- 
ever, that Time which a Man renders tedious to 
himfetf, by his fullen Humour, is no lefs plac'd 
to his Account, than the fwecteft Part of Ufe. 
Thtjfe melancholy Hours, which we would fain 
pafs away with Precipitation, do full as much 
contribute to make up the Number of our Days, 
Us thofe that efcape us with Regret. 

1 am none of thofe, wh6 fpend their time in 
complaining of their Condition, itiftead of think- 
ing how to alleviate ic 

Vnhaffy KnnvUJge, Soiirec Bf att our Wots, 
Dtfirutlivt of our Pliafun and Repofe. 
IVhj, when fame dire Mifchance hat been fH^aind^- 
Should iht ungrateful Image bt retain'df 
IStufi we to Grief fttcb fiaviih Homage pay^ 
Asfigb our befi, enr dearefi H»urs away ? 
■ C fo improve tbe Prejfurti of oiir Doom, 

Mufi wt bewail tie paj?, crftar the Ills to eevie ? 

I freely leave thofe Gentlenien to their Mur- 
murs, and endeavour to extrad fome Comfort 
from thofe very Things they repine at. I enter- 
tain mjr felf with an agreeable Reroembrdncc of 
pft Enjoyments, dnd With pleafant Idea's of what 
is to come. 

If I am oblig'd to regret any TMn^, nJV Re- 
grets are rather Sentiments of Tendernefs than of 
Grief: And, if in order to avoid Evil, we muft 
receiTarily forcfce it, my Ferefi^t never grts fo 
far as Fear. *Tis my Aim, that the Confcioufnefi: 

feeling nothing that troubles me,* and the Gon- 
fidetattort 
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lideration of feeing my felf Free, and Mafter of 
my felf, fliould give me the fpiritual Pleafure of 
good Efiatrus. I mean that agreeable /W^^/^wcf^ ^ 
which is not a State without either Grief or Plea- 
fure, but the nice Senfe of a pure Joy, which 
proceeds from a Repofe of Confcience, and a Se^ 
renity of Mind. 

After all, what Pleafure foever we find in our 
(elves, let us take Care not to dwell too Long at 
Home. 'Tis an eafy Paifage from thefe fecret 
Joys to inward Griefs ; fo that there is no left 
good Husbandry trequir'd in the Enjoyments of 
our own Goods, than in the Ufe of thole that aro 
external. 

Who iknows not that the SouL is tir'd with being 
always in the fame Pofture ; and that, at long ruit, 
it would lofe all its Vigour^ if it were not awakened 
bv its Paflions. 

J» Jhofty ^s I /aid in the Spinning of this Difcoarfi t 

If a Man intends to live happy, he muft ii^e 
but few Refledions upon Life ; but often depart, 
as it were, from hirtifelf, and amidft th^ Diver^ 
fions which exteriour Objeds furnifh bitp with, 
fteal from the Knowledge of his own Mi* 

TICS. 



'For be that ftiU im^oves his ^efint Sme^ J- 

That foUows Time, infenfible of Fears, 

And counts bis Pieafitres, rather than his Tears i 

With Eafe and Freedom tajies the frefent Joy, 

And dijtant ills do neer his Thoughts emfky^ 

His Mind unhent, in innocent R$ftfe, 

No renl Grief , no gloomy Moments kn(WSd - • 

He keeps a fweet Rememhrance of the; paj/f^ 
jind hugs the frefmt v^hiU iheTrtmffortshfi t 
He fieals from the Chimin the Future gives. 
And, .at tbebaffi'Minms nme^ M iivfii% 
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» jlnJ wakes inferimr AffetitU lAef. ^ M 

Sometimts bis Redfm meets tbek:oming J^j ^ ' 
Ani with Kiffg Na$i&e^s Dilates Joes cest^fy. f > 
Favour He thmks a Bie£btg wcrtb Dejke^ * 
AnJ Glory Joes tis s5i^€ Soul inffire : 
Tefiotb be fees without a jealous Eje, i > / 
An J State^ouvuljlopts Jmit bis Refi Jefiroy. 

From Virtues gMen Mean be never fwervolll 
And neither fears the 'thunder y nor deferves. 

In the fame Stream bis Joys and Virtues pw^ ■ 
He looks on HeJavn^ yet fcorns not Earth below » 

When Nature Summons to another State, » < 

He Joes not vainly hsurmur at bis Fate. j 

DuB Volumes of the Schools be throws away, 
AmJ Heavns Decrees Joes fatiently obey. 
■' . ■ • ■ ■ 

This is the utmoft of what the Philofophy of 
Eficurus and Ariftifpus can afford to their Follow* 
crs : But true ChriJUans, far more happy by the 
Furity of the Precepts of the Gaff el, will tafie the Sweets 
of an irmocent Life, which will be fiill attended bj a 
greater Felicity* 



A LETTER 

To MADAM*** 

I Am inform^. Madam, that you defign to turn 
Devout, and I heartily return God Thanks for 
it ; having more Occafion, in our Converfations, 
for the Purity of thofe Thoughts you are going 
to entertain^ than for thofe that might be fugge- 
fted to you by the Commerce of the World. I 
therefore conjure you^ ai one who is concern'd 

with 
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tdth Heaven^ to take up a true Demotion f and in 
order to render ydur Cmverfion fuch as I would 
have it^ it will not be improper to defer ibe to 
you that of ont Ladiei, .fuch as it is^ that you niay 
avoid the Faults that attend it.. 

Their otdiniry Repentance ^ as far as I have ob» 
fervid, is not fo much a Sorrow for, their Sins^ as 
a Regret for their Pleafures : Wherein they are 
themfelves deeeiv'd^ amoroufly lamenting what 
they have loft^ while they belieye that they de^ 
voutly bewail what they have done; 

Thofe decay'd Beauties that give up thetnfelves 
to God^ fancy that they have exftinguifh'd old 
Flames^ which^ however, fecretly endeavpur to 
kindle a-freih ; and their Love having only changed 
its Objed, they preferve for their loft Sufferings^ 
the fame Sighs^ and the fame Tears^ which ex« 
prefs'd their old Torments, They have loft no* 
thing of the Firft Troubles of an amorous Hearty 
fuch as Fears^ Swoonings, and Raptures : They 
retain its moft endearing Motions ; tender De^ 
fires j foft Sorrows ; and precious LanguiChments* 
When they were young, they facrific'd Levers j 
now they have none, they facrifice themfelves ; 
and the Neit; Convert offers up to God the old Vo^ 
luptuary. 

I have known thofe, whofe Converfim was^ irt 
(bme Meafure, owing to the Tkafttre of Change t 
Others, who devoting themfelves to God, felt ai 
malicious Joy from their fancied Infidelity to the 
Men. 

There are thofe who- renounce the World, ouH 
of a Spirit of Revenge againft the World who has 
left them : Others again, who mix their natural 
Vanity with fuch a Renunciation j and the fame 
Pride that made them leave the Gourticrs for the 
Prince, fecretly flatters them that they can defpife 
the Prince for God, • ^ 

O > ^^ 
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Tofome of thcm^ Godis anew Lover, that 
comfons them for him they have loft : In others, 
Devotioii is a ProfpeA of private Imereftj and the 
myfterious Cloak of a new Condud. 

Thert arc foma melancholy and referv'd, who 
relifli beffi an obfcure Pleafure, and prefer an awk- 
ward Pretender to Sandicy, before a handfom 
genteel Lover : Sometimes they defign to ^Aife 
themfelyes up to Heaven in good eamcft ; and 
their Weaknefs makes them reftby t4ie way, witli 
the Diredors who conda£t them. Devotion his 
fome TenJenufs for Gad, which may eaiily return 
to a Pafum for Mm. t 

I forgot CO mention fome Women in Redre- 
ment, who, in appearance, give up themfeWes to 
God, that they may, in fome Meafure, Ihake off 
theit Dependance on a Mother, or a Husband. 
There are others of a Hundred different Kinds z 
But very few wherein the Charaftet of a Woman 
does not appear, either in their Humour, or their 
Love. 

To judge a-right of the Merit of Devout Wo- 
men, we muft rather confider what God requires 
of them, than what they defign to do for God. 
For, in truth, all the Mortifications they undergo, 
of their own Motion, are 2$ many agreeable Ef- 
feds of their Fancy j and a Woman is pretty well 
rewarded in this World, by being permitted to do 
what ftie pleafes. We muft obferve how they 
behave themfelves in thofe Things which God 
exatfts from their Submiffion ; and when they 
fliall be Regular in their Manners j Modeft in 
their Converfation ; and Patient of Injuries ; then 
ftall I be fatisfy'd of their Devotion by their 
Condu**. 

There are many paffionate and devout Women, 

Who think themfelves aded by the Ardour of a 

pure Zeal j but there are few that wifely contain 

chemfelvet 



i|iemlcItB$ within the Limits^of a found and folid 
Picty^ There are a pretty good Nutnber of thofe 
who could die for God^ thro' a Senfe of. Love : 
But few who would liwi^ according cp hU Pre- 
cepts^ with Re^gularity and Reafbn. You may 
expch any Thing from their Fervour an4 Zeal^ 
when attended with fome Diforder ; but you can 
kardly hope for. any Thing from a Devotioi^ 
wherein ti^y have occ^fion for Evennefs of Tem- 
per^ Wifdom^ and Moderation. 

Take Advantage, Madam> of the Errqrs of o- 
ihers : And as you defigo now to give up your 
felf to God^ let your Devotion confS lef^ of wha( * 
you love, than of what pleafes him. If you don'c 
beware, your Heart will offer up to him its own 
Afiedions, inftead of receiving his Impreffions; 
and you will- be. wholly yours, when you Ihall 
fancy to be, wholly his. 

Not but that there may be a holy and happy 
Agreement between his Will and yours. You . 
may love what he loves ; you may defire what he 
deflresj But through a pleafing and fecret Im- 
pulfe, we^generally do what we deiire our fclves ; 
which ought to render us more cautious, and at- 
tentive, that we may always z& conionantly, and 
with regard to his Will. 

But in order to that, you nttd no?. Madam, 
fubjed yoiiF fdf to the Conduft of thofe Dire- 
dors, who lead you into certain Niceties of Spi- 
ritualty and Devotion, which neithei! you, nor, 
for the. nsioft Part, they themfelv^s, underftand. 
The Will of God is not -fo abftrdfe^ W that iit 
eafily difcovers it i^lf to thofe^ who d^fign to 
follow it : So that, on moft Occafioii^, you fliaU 
have more need of Sukniffion, than l^owledge* 
PThofe Precepts that have any relation to o^r De- 
ftrcs, arc clearly underitood, and agreeably foJ^ 

iow*d } tho& that thwart onr IosliQaw^^%^ *^'^'^ 
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like wife plain ehough : Bui Nature ftrivwagaiftfl 
them^ and the untra<ftal:>le Soul ttjeifib Uieiir Im«' 
preffion. ' . ' . 

I difcourfe with, you more ferioufly than at fitft 
I intended ; and to conclude ftill more profitably^ 
I would require two Thingfs of you> ill the tiew 
Courfe of Devotion you are going to enter upon; 
The Firftj That you take Care, npt to oflfer up 
your Love to God, as an unprofitable Paffiotiy 
which you deilgn to k^^p in Ure t The Second;, 
That you nev6i: diifembte your Animofities, on- 
der the Appearance of Zeal •; and never perfecute 
thofe you hate, uhder afalfe Shew of Piety. 
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^. B. The Letter to tbrl^rquis de Qrequi, abottt 
the Pyrenean Treaty/, which jhould fattow in thi^ 
Place, has alxeadf beetp infirteJ, at kngth^, in Mr. dc[ 
St. Evremohd'j Life, ^ ^ 



A JUDGMENT 

''»» the S CIENCES to whkb a Geth 
tUman may appfy himfelf. 

^KT O U ask me my Opinion, about thofe Sci- 

* ences to which a Gentleman may apply 

*Jf : I will give you it very impartially> withi 

retending to determine any Man's Judgment 

ine. I never was much addi£i:ed to Reading ; 

if I employ ^ny Hours that way, they are 

,*if moft Idiei, without Defign, without Order, 

when 1 cannbt enjoy the Cortverfation of inge* 

^U( Gentlemen, and 6nd my felf debarr'4 from 
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^leafuiable Entertainments. Do not therefore ex* 
pt£t that I ihould fpeak to yoii fnfomMj of thole 
Things^ which I have Ixit curforify examtp'd, 
and upon which I have made but flight Refle- 
dions. 

Divinity feems to me very coniTderahle^ as it 
is a Science which refpe^ Salvation : But in 
my Judgment^ it is become too common ; and 
'tis ridiculous^ that even Women ibould dare to 
debate Queftions^ which ought to be handled 
with a great deal of Myftery and Secrecy. TTis 
fufficientfor us to be Obedient and Submiffive. 
Let tis leave this DoArine whoHy to our Superi*^ 
ours^ and follow With Refpeift^ thofe that have 
the Care of Guiding us. Not but that our DoAors 
themfelves contribute to deftroy this Deference^ 
and fiart nice Ctlriofities^ which infenfibly lead 
us into Errors : For there is nothing fo well efta^ 
blifli'd by the Gonfent of.all Nations, but they 
fubmit it to the Extravagance of Reafoning. 
They burn a Man who is k> unhapi^, as not to 
believe a GOD, and at the fame time, 'tis a 

Queftion' in the Schools, Whether $hert is eme^ er 
no? By this means, they flagger weak Under- 
(landings, and caufe a Sufpicion in the Diftrufl-^ 
ful ; by this means they arm the Furious, and 
permit them to find out pernicious Arguments, 
whereby they combat their owYi real Sentiments^ 
9nd the true Imprefiions of Nature. 

Hokis^ the greateft Genius of EniJanJ, fince 
fiaean, would not, by his gobd Will, iufier Arijlc' 
tie to have fo much Credit in Dimnitj^; and makes 
his Subtildes the Oceafion of the feveral Divifions 
in the Church. 

' It proceeds, perhaps, from tbcfe forts of Rea- 
fonings, that the Divines are not fometimes the 
moft Docile ; which gave occalion to the Pro* 
TOrbj That Fhjfitians and Divines rarelf tru^ ta 
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Rtmtitts tnd Religion. I'tt fay no more, but only 
wifi), that our Divines would treat of Matters of 
^ettKiDn with mure Moderation ; and that thofs 

. who otighc to I'ubmic to them, would have lefs 
Curiofity. 

: Ai Pbikfopiy allows us a greater Latitude in 
Thinking, I have cultivated tliat Study a Uttla 

, more: Wlicn I liml reach'd that Part of a Man'l 
Age, thar liis his UiiJcrltanding for the Purfult 
of Knowledge, I had a curious Defire to cCHU- 

Erehend the Nature of Things j and my Pro- 
imption loon perfuaded me, that I was acquainc- 
ed with it. The leaft Proof feem'd to tne a-Dc- 
roonHration, ami a Probability pafs'd for a Truth ; 
nor can I exprefs to you with what Contempt I 
look'd down upon thofe whotn I thought to be 
mnoranc of tbo£e Things, which I fancy'd my 
lelf to JtnoVv peifedly well. At length, when 
Age, and Experitnee, which unhappily never comes 
before the other, had fuggefted to me ferious 
Rttlccliuns, I began to lay allde a Science always 
conccllcd, and abuut which the greateft Men 
ever had different Sentiments. 1 knew from the 
Univtrfai Confenr of Nations, that Plato, Art' 
Jhtlr, y.fio, and Epicur-Hs, had been the Lumina- 
riri vi ilicir Aj;e ; And yet there was nothing fo 
coiitniiy as their Opinions. Three Thouland 
Vcars after, I fdiind them equally difputed j 
Si.-'i:i»f vn all Sides, but nothing of Certain- 
ty on any. In the midrt of ihefe Meditations, 
which inlcnfibly undetciv'd me, I had the Cu- 
riofity to lee G.ijjln.lus, the moil knowing of 
all ]*hiioro[:]iers. After feveral long Converfa- 
tions, wherein he coninuinicated to me all that 
can be Httain'd by Reafon ^ he lamented. That 
Nuture b.iil givin fa ingt * Sccfi to our Curiofity, 
snd jitc!) Miirivw Bouuih so cur Kneivlnlgt ^ adding, 
Tb»t be 4i(i not f,!ji this (0 tum'/j tbi Vrtfum^tim 

of 



dfMkri^ cr to make im Q^entoHm ^ Mt mim Hh 
mltityy which is littU hitter thm Jcm^rifh l^ffo^ 
crify i tb^ty ferbaps^ be was net igmraiin wlmt^uJ^ 
mtnt might he made ef federal Things ; But tbae% 
Jkrfi not .he pofitivey be was tborouibly aceiuainted with 
the moji incenJuietaUe. < Uppn this> a Soeace which 
I already mpcStcd appeared too tain^ for me to 
enflave my K\(tt>it my longec; 1 l;^ke off. aU 
Commerce with ii^> ana -began to^mire how it 
was poffible for a wifcvMan co fpe&d his Life in 
unpit>fiable Inquiries. * . : 

Tht Mathematpcks hare^ indeed^ much more 
Certainty ; but when I confider the profound 
Meditations they require^ and thzt they draw 
us from AAion. and Pleafuresi to employ us en- 
tirely in Speculation^ its Demonftrations feem 
to me very dear-bought; and a Man muft be 
very fond of Truths to purfue it at chat Price.* 
You will tell me> that we have but few Con- 
veniences and Ornaments of Life^ but what 
we owe to this Science : I freely own it^ and 
there are no Commendations which I will not 
beftow upon the great Mathematicians, pro- 
vided that I am not one of their Number. .1 
admire their Inventions, and the Works which 
they produce: But I am of Opinion, that 
it is enough for Gentlemen of go^ Senfe, to 
know how to apply them well j for, in tifuth, 
'tis more our Intereft to enjoy, than to know 
theWodd* ^ 

There are no Sciences^ in my Opinion, that 
particularly deferve the Care of Gentlemen, but 

Morality y Politicksy and Literature. 

The hrft has a Relation to Reafm i the fecond 
to Society I the third to Cenverfation : The one 
teaches us to govern our Paffiont } by the other 
we are inftruAed in Affairs of State, and Uow to 
r^ulate our Comh& in Emfl^mmts ^ th^Va& \^ 



H^ics the Mind, refines the Manners, and makes 
us agreeable. 

Perfons of Quality amongft the Ancients, 
took a particular Care to inftrud themfetves in 
all thefe Things. Every one knows that Grtect 
has produc'd the greatell Philofophers, and the 
greateft Legiflators : And we cannot deny, but 
that other Nations have borrowed from them all 
the Polirenef* they can boaft of. 

The Beginnings of Rome were Rude and Sa- 

Tage ; howevevy that fierce Virtue, which would 

not kt them pardon their own Children, was 

advantageous to the Common-Wealth. As their 

Reafon began Co be more rcfin'd, they found a 

Way to reconcile the Motions of Nature, with 

the Love of their Country j' and, at length, they 

^jbyo'd Graces and Ornameiit, to Jimice and 

'SLta^ni Infomuch that, in the latter dmes^ 

there was no PerTon of any Confideration, 

but who addided hirafelf to fome Sed or o- 

ther of Philofophy ; not with a Defign to 

comprehend the Principles and Nature of 

Things, but to forti^e the Mind by the Study 

, - of Wildom. 

As for Politicks, 'tis fcarce to be believ'd, 
how early the Remans inllrui^ed themfelves iti 
all the Interefts of their State ; with what Af- 
liduity they apply'd themfelves to the Knowledge 
of their Cevemmtnt, and Laws, fo as to render 
themfelves capable of the Affairs of Peace and 
War, even before they had made any publick 
Trials of their Abilities. 

The leaft Curious know how much they 
were afFeded with folite Learning J and it ts 
certain, that there were but few great Men 
in Rome, who dad not keep fome ingenious Gre- 
*Um in their Houfes, to entertain them with 
agreeable Converfation. Amongft a Hundred 
Examples 



^Examples which I could alledge, I will con* 
tenc my felf with that of Cafaty and the fiqgle 
Audioricy of fo gceat a^'Man^ will j^ftify. my 
ASexAon. 

Of all ^%9 Seds dien in Repute^ he chofe 
that of Eficwmsy as the mod pleafant^ and moft 
conformable to hi^ Nature^ ^ and his Pleaf ures | 
For there were two Sorts oiEficwreansy th^ one 
liv'd a retired fludious Life^ purfuant to the Pre- 
cept of* the firft Inftitutor j the other^ : who 
could not approve the Aufterity of too rigid 
a Philofophy^ and therefore gave way to more 
natural Opinions. Of this laft Ctafs, wer^ the 
greateft Part of; the ingenious Men of thai: 
Time, who knew how to diftinguifli the Gen- 
tleman from the Magiftrate^ and apply their 
Cares to the Republick^ in luch a manner^ that 
there was Time enough ldt> both for theic 
Friends, and for Themielyes. It would be need- 
lefs to tell you, how well vers'd C^/^r wais io ' 
Affairs of State, or to enlarge upon the Clear- 
nefs of his Judgment,, and Politene($ of his 
Conrerfation : But this I will add, that he was 
able to difpute the VntA of Eloquence with 
Ciaro ; s^d if he did not affed the Reputation 
of it, i>o ope can deny, but that he writ and 
fpoke infinitely more like » Man ol X^^f^iiv^^ 
pm that Orator. 
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,^rvn 13; almoft^imif erfalfy. a^eM^i that jiiexamfm 
'X: ' and Cir/^)f ware the greaiefl; Men in the 
W4^tldi And^ arlt thaPE hare fet^ up fo)r Judges^ 
tfa(^u^(r they obiig'd ttaie Uecoesr that cakn^ after 
dieJm^by findlag fome Refemlilanae between theis 
Re{iiitsaion ai^ tHeir Gloryii VhUrchy af(;er he 
had 'examin'd their, ^mper^ tbrit Ai9ion% and 
theit FottuneB, leaves us at tibert>&f6 decide^ what 
hehiid not AffilraQte! eiiou^ tatake upon him* 
Montaigne y mope Oon6dent> dedlareis himfelf for 
the former * and fmce the Verfions of Vaugelas *, 
and J^Ablancourty hare made thefe Heroes the Sub- 
jeAof all our Converfations ; every one has e- 
lpous*d the part of one or t'other^ according to 
his own particular Inclination or Fancy. As^ for 
my felf, tho*, perhaps, I have examined their 
Lives with as much Curiofity a$ any Man, I will 
not pretend, however, to giw a pofitive Judg- 
ment : But fmce you are unwilling to excule me 
from giving my Thoughts, I have lent you fome 
Obfervatioi^s, upon the Relation and Difference I 
find between them. 

Both had the Advantage of an lUuftrious Birth : 
Alexander the Son of a confiderable King j Cafar 

descended 



* Vaugelas hai tranjlated into French the Life o/ Alexan- 
der, written in Latin hy Quintus Curtius j and d'Ablancourt 
Oe/ir*/ Cammcntsria. 




.defcetided from one of the mSft >iol>leJRifnilies 
of that RepubUck^whofe very Citizens efieem'd 
therofeWes fuperibur to Kings.^ It fctems^ ttuit the 
Gods had a mind to make known thte fbmre<j):an« 
deur of Alexamkry by Olpipiass, Dreatti^ and by 
fome other P^^es. His inclinatibhs^ thit Wem 
Sublime from his Infancy '; his Teaif^ Which 
ihew'd hirn Jealous of Ms Father's Glory j the 
Judgment t>f King Vbilif^ ^ho thoi^ht him wor- 
thy of a greater Kingdom than fats own, loifict- 
'ently fupport the Declaratibii of the Gods» Many 
Things of this Nature weiie no lefs n remarkable 
in .Cafar : When he was very young, SyUa dif- 
covered many Marius^ in him. Cafar dream'd, 
that he had lain with his Mother, and tfa^ Sobtii>* 
fayers interpreted it. That- the Earthy tbeCefnmtil$ 
Mother of fdankindy jhouid fall under bisTiwir^ 

He was obferv'd to weep. When he beheld the 
Statue of Alexander^ becaufe he had perform'd 
nothing coniiderable, at an Age when tbit Con- 
queror had made himfelf Mamr of the World. 

They were both paffiotiate Lovers of Learning; 
hut Alexander^ whofe Ambition ihew'd it felf ia 
all his AAions, was Jealous of any Superiority in 
his Studies ; and the principal End he proposed to 
himfelf in Sciences, was to be more knowing 
than others. Thus we find he compliin'd of Ari'^ 
fiotky for publifhing fome Araindi of Learning, 
which ihould have been communicated to none 
but himfelf; and he declares. That he coveted no 
lefs to raife himfelf above other Men by his 
Learning, than by his Arms. As he had a prying, 
and eager Genius^ he deltj^hted in the Difcovery 
of the Secrets of Nature, and was particularly at- 
fefted with Poetry. AH the World knoWs what a 
Refpeft he bore to Homzr^ and that in favour of 
Tlndary the Houfes of his Pofterity were preferv'd 
in the general Ruin and Defoladotv ollld^W^ 
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Ci^d^ whofe Genios wi|9 not^aliqBether j(b dlJ 
teoTiye^ reduc'd (ht Sciences to hit ewii Ufe^ aitidl 
he deems co have ^admir'd Leamiog^ for no odier 
reafon^ than for his own Advantage. »ln the Fhi-^ 
kfapby oiEftcmmf which he prefenrd to all otims^ 
he befiow'd his chief Application on that Part of k 
which relates to Man. But it appears^ that Elo- 
quence had his eaiiieft Care^ as bdf^ peifuaAsd 
it Was the moft neceflary Qualification in a keh* 
publick^ to arrive at the higheft Employments* 
He fpoke a Funeral Oration at the Rofiray on the 
Death of h|s Aunt JuUa^ with great Applaufe. 
He impeach'd DoMeU j and afterwards made that 
incomparable Speech^ to fave the Lives of Lmtulni^ 
and the reft, that were imprifon'd on Account of 
O/j/iWs * Confpiracy. 

As for Akxander, •thel'e is nothing that we have 
any AiTurance tobe his, except fome Apophthegms 
of an admirable Turn^ which leave in us an equal 
Impreflion of the Greatnefs of his Soul^ and the 
Vivacity of his Genius. 

But the greateft Difference I can obferve in 
their Sentiments^ is upon the Score of Religion ; 
fot Alexander was Devout^ even to Superftition^ 
giving an entire Credit to Divinations and Ora- 
cles ; which^ befides his natural Inclination^ may 
be imputed to his ufual reading of the Poetsj 
who inculcated a Fear and Reverence of the 
Gods^ and made up all the Divinity of thofe 
Times. 

As for Cdtfavy whether it were owing to his 
Temper, or becaufe he followed the Opinions of 
EficMTHs^ 'tis beyond difpute, that he went into 
the other Extream ; that he had no Expedation 
from the Gods in this Life, and was very little 

concerned 



♦48^ JW/ui?V jiecQUwt of Catiline'* CQvffnaty. 



l^fice^'d ' about what.iftQuld happen to him in 
another. Lutan * reprctents him ift the Siege of 
MafeiUiSy with an At in his if and^ in a cofllecrju 
Hd Wood, where giving the firft Strokes himfelf^ 
he encourages Ms Soldiers^ who wece feized with 
a fecret Horror of Retigion, by Expctt&otis impU 
ous enough. S^ilufi makes him affirm, f Tim 

Death is the EpJ ef M Misfmmtes ; ihdt after it, thm . 
remains neither Gate, nor Senfe (f y$y. . 

But as Men, be they; ner^ io great^ yet when 
they are compared one to another, are suways t^ 
firm, defeftive, contrary: to themfelves, liable t<i 
Miftakes or Ignorance ; Cafar was d^urb'd at fi • 
Dream, which foretold him the Empire, and 
would not give the leaft Credit to that of his 
Wife, which forewarn'd him of his Death. His 
Life was anfwerable • to his Belief f he was in- 
deed, moderate in indifferent Pleafures^ but tn^ 
dulg'd himfelf without C^mptrol, in thofe thac 
affefted him. This was the reafon that CMulks 
writ fo many Epigrams againft him, and why at 
laft it became a Proverb, That Csefar. was the ffifi 
of all Husbandsy and the Huskand of all Wives. 

Alexander was moderate enough in this refped^ 
yet he was not altogether infenfible ; for Barjim 
and Roxana captivated him by their Charms ; and 
his Continence at laft could not reftrain him from 
being fafniliar with Bagoas, as Darius had beeo 
before him. The 



^ Jam ne quis vejlrum duhitet fuhvertere Silvam^ 
Credite mo ficiffe nefas : Tune paruit omnis 
imperiis^ non fuhlato fecura favore 
Turha, fed exfefifa fuferorum^ & CafarU trl. 

Lucan. BeUi oivilis. Lib, III. 
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The Pteafure of Banqueting, which AUxandt*- 
' loved to that degree, that fometimes he indulg'd 
hiinfelf in it, even to Excefs, was indifferent to 
0/«r. Koc but that AUxtmJir, in time of A^on, 
was very temperate, and cou'd take up with any 
thine ; but when Eafe and Repofe had fucceeded 
the Toils of War, he look'd upon Tranquillity 
u dull and infipid, if he did not, as it were, 
awaken it by fomething extraordinary. 

They Were both magnificent, even to Excefs i 
hxktCJfiif had more Defign and Intereft in his 
I^fufion. His Gratuities to the People, his ex- 
■ CeffiviB Expenccs in the t^Mkjkip, his Prefents to 
CWrio, were properly, rather Bribei and Corrupims 
than tnu Liberalities, Alexanderi Gifts proceeded 
fiwn 8 true Greatnefs of Soul, meerly with a De- 
fign to do Good, When he pafs'd into Afia, he 
diftributed his Patrimony among his Friends, and 
llript himfelf of all, relerving nothing for himfelf 
but the Hopes to conquer, or a Refolution to die. 
At a cime when he had, aimoft, no more Occafion 
for any Man, he djfcharg'd the Debts of the 
whole Army. Painters, Statuaries, Muficians, 
Poets, Philofophers, (all famous in their way, but 
generally in want) fliared in his Magnificence, 
and found the EffeAs of his Grandeur. Not but 
that Cafar was alfo naturally very liberal j but 
then it was out of a Defign to raile himfelf: He 
was obliged to gain Perfons necelTary to carry on 
his Defigns I and he hardly faw himfelf Mailer of 
the Empire, but he was unhappily deprived of it, 
together with his Life. 

I don't find in Cmfar that Friendfhip which 
Alexander had for Hephefiton, nor that Confidence 
he repofed in CrattrMs. Cafar's Intercourfes were 
either Correfpodences for the better carrying on 
his Affairs, or an obliging and civil Behaviour, 
which, however^ had nothing of the Warmth of 
Friend- 



Friendihip in them. 'Tis true> bU FamUiwity 
carried no Danger in it, and cbofe who conv«r$*4 
With him^ had nothing to fear eirhei^ ;from his PaJP 
(io|i^ or Caprice? As Alexander yj^,2L^ in £HCre|fns^ 
either he was the niofl: charming^ or the moft tefrf 
iibk Perfon ; and there was no Security to be cxr: 
peded in an Intimacy^ which h^ihirn^elf had be- 
gun. However, neiu to Gloty; F^i€nJ(bip was hi* 
predominant Paflion ; or which fhe;re needs; no^ 
other Teftimony, than his 6wn ExpreiTion, when 
he cried out near the-^caeue of A^iilles : O AchUlesl. 

J/o7i/ hafpy do I efieem^bee, for hav'^g bad a faithfitl 
C$mpanion in thy t^ife^ ^ndjuehia V}0<t as Homer 4^^ 
ter Death I ! , • 

Thus far we wp. have examined the different 
Tampers oC thefe two great Men j 'tis now tir^c^ 
to coniider them as^ Conquerprs, and to view them 
in the utn^oft Extent of AAion, 'Tis indejedy, a 
kind of Folly Jto ceafon much upon things purely 
imaginary '; neve^f h&tefs, in all Appearance^ iig 
Mexandtr had been in C^y^r s place^ hehadem^ 
ploy'd his great and admirable. Qualities to hi$ 
own Deftru^tion. We may. rationaliy enough 
fuppofe^ that his haughty and uneautious Humour^ 
would fcarce have preferv'd him in the Perfecuci- 
ons of SyU* j For he would hardly have been in- 
duced to fecure hirafelf by a. 'voluntary Recefs. 
As his Gifts proceeded out of a Prirtciple of Ge- 
nerofity, . they would undoubtedly have proved fa-^ 
tal to him. Inftead of waiting till he had been 
chofen Edik^ in which Office his Magnificence, 
and Profutions wou'd have been permitted^ his 
LargefFes and Prefents^ at an unfeafonable time^ 
would have render'd him juftly fufpeded to the 
Senate. Perhaps too^ he could not have fuhrnit- 
t^d'himfelf to Laws that would have (hackled a 
a Soul fo imperious as his'; ^nd by undertaking 
iomething preppftwQiifly, h? would have vxv^x-vVw^ 
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DelHoy of ManHxs, of the Gracchi, or of Catiline. 
bat then, if j^Ux^nJer had pcrifbed in the Repub- 
Kck, Ctp'r, whofe Courage and Warioefs went 
ednijnonly Hand in Hand, had never entertain'd 
hi hb Thoughts, the vaft Defign of conquering 

ft may be imagiti'd, that C*/^, whofe CondaA 
was fo fly, and fo fecret, that he was concem'd 
mail Conipiracies, without being impeach'd but 
once> and never conviiacd : That he, who by fo- 
manting Divifions among the Cauh, affifted the 
one, in order to opprels the others, and bring 
fhem aH, at laft, under SubjeAion : It may be 
imagined, I Uy, that C^far following his own 
Genius, Would have fubdued his Neighbours, and 
fet all the Republicks of Greece at difference one 
with another, in order to have made himfelf abfo- 
hitc Mafter of them. And, indeed, thus to relin- 
guifh Macedonia, without the leaft Hope of return ; 
m leave his Neighbours, difaffefted Greece, in a 
manner fubdued, but not quite reconciled to the 
new eftablifhed Government; with ;jooo Men, 
70 Talents, and an inconliderable Quantity of 
Provifions, to go direiftly to feek out the King of 
Ptr/j,whomtheGr«^icaIledthe GREAT KING^ 
and whpfe very Lieutenants upon the Frontiers, 
ftruck the whole World with Terror : This is be- 
yond one's Imagination, and is fomething more 
furprizing, than if the Republick of Genoa, in 
ConjuntSion with thofe of L«cca, and Kagufa^ 
fhouid, at this Day, attempt the Conqueft of 
Prance Had Cafar declared War againft the Great 
King, he had aifted, perhaps, only upon the Fron* 
tiers, nor would he have accounted himfelf un- 
fortunate, if he had made the River Cranieus the 
poundary of his Territories. If his Ambition had 
carry -d hjm further, panit be Jmagin'd, that he 
(vguld haye r?fa&'d the pffer^ of Pmusj he, who 

■'■"■ ^vm 



always pr<^x>rcd an Accomtnodatioo with femfef ; 
and that be would i>pt: have been fatisf^ vpith 
the Daughter of that King, with five or fix Pro- 
Vincss, which perhaps, it was Infolcnce in jikxander 
to refufe. la fine, if my Conje^ures are rational, 
he would not hare ventured into the Plains, 19 
ieek the King of Trefi^, who was attended by 9 
Million of Soldiers: As brave and refolute as Caf^ 
was, I quefiion whether he would hayc flept pro- 
foundly the Nig^t before the Battel of ArbtUa f 
I rather hetleve, he would have been of Parmeme'9 
Opinion, and that his AnTwers would not iiave 
been like thofe of AUxandtr. However, that great 
^ctel was abfolutely neceflary, towards the Con- 
queft of Afta i for otherwife Darius had protra^ed 
the War from Province to Province. 'Twas ne- 
ceflary he fliould fall as he did, and that a Thou- 
fand different People ihould fee him vanqiiifli'd 
with his whole Forces. 

'Tis true, that this immoderate Defire of Glory, 
and this extravangant Ambition, which allowed 
him no Intervals of Repofe, rendred him, at fome 
particular times, fo infupporcable to the Miicedoni- •■ 
tms^ that they were all ready to abandon him ; 
Iwt 'tia there particularly, that he exerted that 
Greatne& of Spirit which nothing could daunt : 

GO) fays he, ga you ungrateful Cowardsj and ttU your 
Country-PUVj that yon have left Alexander -wiih his . 
Friends^ labouring for the (Skry of Greece, amongfi , 
Nations that will obey him better than yoit. 

■ Of all the Pafiages of his Life, the Prince of 
CoaJ^ ofed to admire nothing more than this 
■Haughtinefs he Ihew'd to the Macedom.mt, and 
•this Confidence in himtelf. Akx-^ndcr, fays he, 
idi by his w» A^n, amongji barbarous Nations, ■ivho - 
hwri not throughly fubdui^d, was fo fenfiblt of bis ^ o^n ' 
Worth and Cafacity to Command.^ tbdt he thctf^ht it not ■ 
mtbe ft-wxr if Hm to refuft to f-ty him Qbedui\«. T-? 
P * te5%U 
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rt^e In Europe or in Alia, amongfl Creeks^ or Perjiant^ 
was indiffirent to blm j be thought be conld not -u/ant 
SubJtBtf V'heri'vir he met with Men, 

That whicli is ufually urged in Favour of Ciefar 
is this, that the M^crdonimi had to do with a cow- 
ardly Peo; le^ dilTolv'd in Eafe and Luxury, and 
that the Conqueft of the G:iuh, who were a fierce 
and Warlike People^ mult of NeceiTity have been 
much harder to the Romans. I won't amufe my 
felfwith the enquiring into the Courage of one 
or t'other ; but 'tis certain, that Ca(ur never found 
any real and fubflantial Armies amoni^ft the 'aitls. 
They were fo many whole Natior,.-, who, if we 
except their Women, Children,- and Old Men, 
took up Arms in a tuniuttuary manner, for the 
Defence of their Liberties : They were a Multi- 
tude of Combatants, without Order, Skill, or 
Difciplinej and in Truths excepting two or three, 
CafjT might fafely fay, Veni, Vidi, Viciy upon all 
other Occ^fions. Which enclines me to believe, 
that had Libknus commanded the Legions, he 
would have had the fame good Fortune to fubje^ 
our Pi evinces to the Republick, or in all Proba- 
bility Parmenio had not given that great Battel, 
which decided the Fate of j4/ij. You may ob- 
fcrx'e alfo this remarkable Particular, that Parmenio 
wanted Alexmider's Adiftance in the Fight, and 
that Caf.:r had been infallibly loft without Labienm, 
who aficr lie had routed all on. his fide, fent the 
Tenth Legion to bring him off. Whether it were 
that he undertook more dangerous Attempts, or 
clfe expofed himfelf more than he needed, or 
whether he was in this Point the more unfortu- 
nate of the two, Mermder was a hundred times 
in manifeft Danger of his Life, and very often 
receiv'd great Wounds. I own C^efar run alfo his 
Hazards, but more rarely ^ And 1 don't find that 
fee W4S tv?r mu?h lyo^mded in any gf his Wars. 
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Neither can I imagine how the People of y^j 
ihould be fo fofc and. 'pufillanimoiis, they that 
have been always formidable to Europe., In the 
greateft Power of the Republick, were not the 
Romans unhappy in their Encounters with the Par'^ 
tbiansy who poffefs'd but one part of ^the Empire of 
Darius ? Crajjus periih'd there with his Legion^ in tho 
time of Idefar} and. a little ahtr^ Anthony made , 
an Expedition thither with Lofs and Infamy. A^ 
for Conquefts^ we can't juftly attribute any other 
to Cafar^ than that oiGaul: For in the Civil War^ 
he fubdued the Common- Wealth with the better 
part of its own Forcej and the iingle Battel o£ 
Tharfaliay made him abfolute Matter of a hundred 
different Nations^ which others had fubdued be-^ 
fore to his Hands. Veffafian cannot be faid tor 
have cotiquer'd the Empire, when he was made 
Empctor upon the Titit2Lt' oi ViteUitts.. In, likd 
manner, Cafar reap'd the Advantage of the' La^ 
hours and Exploits of all the E^omans htioxQ him j 
the Scipiosy ^mlUuSy Marius^ SjBa,. and Pompe/}. 
even his own Enemies fought for him- j and all 
that was perform'd in 600 Years^ was the Reward 
of One Hour's Battel 

That which Teems to tiie ftill more incomprc* . 
henfible, as to Alexander^ is this, that in Twelve 
or Thirteen Years he conquerU more Countries 
than the greateft Republicks havfc done in the • 
whole Extent of their Duration. .At this time a 
Traveller is celebrated^ for having only paffed 
through a part of thofe Nations which he lubdued ^ 
and that nothing might be wanting to render his 
Happinefs compleat, he not only enjoy ed.his' Em-, 
pire in Peace, but was adored cvea by thofe he 
had conquered. In which particular I pity the 
Unhappinefs of C/efar, who could not fettle the 
State, according to his Intentions, being afl&fli- 
nated by thofe he went to reduce to a:CQOT5jlV^v 
ance. Pi ^^'^'^ 
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There is another Thing too to be confider'd 

in AltxaHtlcr, which is, that all the Macedonian 
Captains, after his Death, were mighty Kings, 
whOj compar'd to him when alive, appear'd buc 
as ordinary Perfons. And, indeed, 1 chink, he's 
in feme meafure pardonable, if in a Country 
whete it was ftrongly believ'd, that moft of the 
Gods had their Progeny upon Earth ; where 
Hirciki was fuppos'd to be the OfF-fpring of Ju- 
pttTj becaufe he had the Fortune to' kill a Lion, 
and to rid the World of a troublefome Rob- 
ber : I fky, fure he's pardonable in fome mea- 
fure, if relying on the Opinion of Philip, who 
^as pcrfuaded, that his Wife had Familiarity 
wldi a Deity ; if tmpos'd on and flatter'd by the 
Oracle : In fhort, if upon finding himfelf fo 
nvUch above the common Level of Mankind, he 
fi3aieri.aies dcfpi&'d his real Birth, and fought for 
hisExtraftion in the Heavens. Perhaps he only 
propagated this Belief amongfl the Barbarians^ 
to aitraA their Veneration \ for ar the fame 
time that he gave himfetf out to be a God, 
his natural Sleep, his Delight in Women, and 
the Blood which came from his wounded Bo- 
dy, could not but make him fenlible he was 
but a Man. 

After fo large a Difcourfe concerning rhe Ad- 
vantages of Attxatider, I will venture to affirm, 
that Crf/jr was the greateft of the Romans in all 
refpeas, both in Matters of State and War. The 
Entcrprizes of jikxander, have, indeed, fomething 
in them more amazing j but Conduft and Capa- 
city do not feem to have had fo great a Share 
in them. The War of Sfain againft Petreius, and 
■^frnniai, is what Men of Judgment and Expe- 
lehce yet admire. The moft memorable Sieges 
J^ the latter Times, have been form'd on the 
■Model of the Siege of Mexia ^ and to Cafar we 

owe 



owe OWf FcM-tificatioos, our Lines, our Contra- 
Tallations, and generally every Thing cliat re- 
lates to the Security of Armies, before invelted 
places. As to what regards Vigour, tlie Battle 
ofMmJs was by &r more obftinately difi^Lced, 
than thofe of^; and Cafar ran as great a Rifq^e 
In Bgjiptt as jllaundtr did in the Town of ihs 
AtaBiMtt, \ 

They were no lefs different in their Manti«r 
of Proceedii^, than in the Aaioa it feif. Whert 
Cf/tfr had not Juflice on his Side, he endearour'tl 
to fopply the Defei% of it by fpecious Pretences^ 
that were never wanting to him. Alexamltr gav« 
no other Reafons to the World than his own 
Will; he conAantly follow'd, either his Amtji* 
tion, or his Humour. On the other hand, Cj^tof 
faffer'd bimfelf to be govern'd, either by his Int^ 
reft or Reafon. Few Men ever fhew'd Co ntu(^ 
JEqoality in the way of Livuigj fo much Mode- 
ration in Fortune, and lb much Ctecnency after 
Injuries, Thofe Impecuoficies which coft poor 
Clitui his Life j thofe ilt-grounded Suipidons wUch 
Dccafioa'd the miacdPhilotaSf and whicli, to the 
IhEimy of Akxanier. at length dr&w after theia 
as a necelTary Confequence, the Death of Per»». 
nie i all thefe irregular Motions were unknown 
to Csefar: He cannoc be reproaeh'd with any 
Man's Death but bis owii, for not taking Care 
enough of his own Security. 

And, indeed, itmuft be confefs'd. That far 
from fuffering hlmfelf to be / Slave to the Dif- 
orders of his Paflions, he was the moft birring 
. Man in tbe World, arid the leail tranfported by 
them. Great and fmall Things found him ftill in 
tbe fame Pofture, without appearing lofty in the 
one, or humble in the other. 

P 4, ■ AUxania 
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Mexmder feem'd to be out of his Elementj un- 
lefs he was doing fomething extraordinary. If 
fee was ta run a Race, it was to be with none 
but Kings ; if he lov'd Hunting, nothing below 
a Lion was Game for him -. He could not, with- 
out Tome uneafmefs, make a Prefent unworthy of 
himfelf : He was at no time fo RefolucCj nor in 
■fogood Humour, as when his Troops defpondedj 
never fo full of Hope, as when -they defpair'd. 
In a Word, he began to be compos'd, when o^ 
ther Men, for the moft Part, cither through Fear^ 
or fbme other Infirmity, are befides themfelves. 
But his too lofty Soul did but awkwardly cond^ 
fceod to take up with the Common CourTc of 
Human Life j and being ill-guarded at Home, it 
was to be fear'd it fhould fly out into feme Extra- 
vagance 01 other, either in his Pleafures, or his 
Pafe.' 

And here I cannot forbear to make fome Re- 
fleiftions upon Heroes, whofe Government is fo 
agreeable, that we fubmit to it without troublCi 
Under them we have none of thofe fecret Re- 
pugnances, nor thofe inward Regrets of Liberty, 
which are fo painful to us in a forc'd Obedience : 
We are ail Duty and Submiffion, tho' their Hu- 
mours are often inftipportable. When they have 
render'd themfelves our Mailers by their Power, 
and are fo much above us by their Merit, they 
are for ereiSing a double Empire, which exa^ a 
double Subjedion ; and very often, 'tis a mifer- 
able Condition, that we muft' depend upon Men 
whp are fo Great, that they may with reafon 
d^fpile us. However, fince tliey don't rule in . 
Defarts, but are under a Neceffity of living a- 
niong us, muhinks it (hould be their Intereft to 
accommodate themfelves to. our Infumities, and 
we would then juAIy reverence them as Cedi^ if 

chey 
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ch, frequently afcrib'd the Caufes of their Me* 
''ritsco fomeching Supernatural. Hence it comes 
to pafs, that the Ancients would very often claim 
a Dcpendance upon Tome Deity or other, either 
upon the account of defcending from it, or elTe 
becaufe they own'd themfelves oblig'd to its par- 
ticular Care and Prote&ion. Some Perfons have 
feem'd to believe thefe Stories, purely for the fake 
of perfuading others, and have made an ingenious 
Ufe of an advantageous Deceit, which procur'd a 
Veneration for their Perfons, and a Submiflion to 
their Authority. 

Others there were who flatter'd themfelves 
with fuch Thoughts in good earneft. The Con- 
tetnpt with which they treated the rell of Man- 
kind, and the prefumptuous Opinion they had 
of their own extraordinary Qualities, occaTion'd 
their fantaftical Search after an Original different 
from ours: But it has happen'd more frequently, 
that Nations, either to make themfelves honour'd^ 
or out of a Principle of Gratitude to thofe thac 
had deferv'd eminently of them, have made tlus. 
fori of Fables current. 

The Romans were not free from this Vanity : 
Not content with their being related to Vmus by 
ey£»ejj, who led the Trojam into Italy, they re- 
new'd their Alliance with the Gods, by the fa- 
bulous Birth oi Romulus; whom they fuppos'd to 
be the Son of Man, and deify'd after his Death. 
His Succeffor, Nurm, had nothing that was Di- 
vine in his Race ; but the Sandity of his Life 
gave him Credit enough, to pretend a particular 
Correfpondence with the Goddefs EgtrU j which 
Commerce was of no fmall aniflance to hi^, to- 
wards the Eftablilhment of his Ceremonies. In 
fliort, if you will believe them, the greateft 
Care of Deftiny, was the Foundation of Rome\ 
nay, they pretend, that Pro^VitTiM ■ttA\i51ix\c\SiJi 



adtpteddic yiriom Inrtinafi»nf itt Ei^ 
Ibe dsffimtt Neceflbies of cfaitftae^ 

I hafe, an Adaunttjoa fooadea npofr ^aUes, 

or eftabliA'd by" an cr roneotig JndggicnL ' .ITicra 

are fo many ReaHaes lo be admired aoM^. diC; 

RommM, chat we do chem an Injury^ by eade^^ 

Toniing CO adtance diem by Soirfes^ an4 the. 

way CO be citity }iift co cfaeir .Memoiy^ 2s -to fee 

aikfe all Tain Commendacaons. . In tins DeBgpy I 

^?e decermin'd to confiderchem by'chemidfes^ 

' wfcbouc che leaft regard cd fond Conceics^ du/ 

banded down by Tradirion^ and leceiv'd. It 

would be too cedioDs a Work, co give an exaft 

Account of every Thing ; bac I fhall not deP 

cend into the Particulars of Adiom. I ihall 

uent my felf^ with tracing, the Genius of fome 

« >He Times^ and the different Spirit with 

^m has been obferv'd to be varioufiy. 
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1 ne Kings had fo little a Share in advancing 
the QreatneU of the Roman People, that 1 don't 
chink my felf oblig'd to beftow any particular 
Confiderations upon them. 'Tis with reafon, 
chat Hiftorians have call'd their Reigns, The In- 
fancy of Rome J for 'tis certain, that under them, 
iho made but a very inconfiderable Progrefs. To 
be convinced of the little Adion they were con- 
cern'd in, 'tis futficient to know, that Seven 
Kings, at the End of Two Hundred and * odd 
Yeirs, did not lea,ve behind them a Dominion 
much larger than that of Parma, or Mantua. 
One finglo Battle, now a- days, won in a clofe 
Country, would draw a greater extent of Land 
after it. 
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As for thofe various iiid fingidar Talents whictt 
are aferib'd to each of them, by a myfterious 
Providence/ 'tis no mdre than what h«l before 
ha]ppen'd to feveral other Princes : For 'tis rare 
CO fin^a SucGcflbr* endowed with the fameQua^ 
lities that his Predeceffpr poffeft. The one; ^Atai 
bitious and Adive, employs all his Thoughts a- 
bout War : Another, who naturally loves Re- 
pofe^ thinks it the trueft Policy, to maintain him- 
lelf in Peace : One makes Juftice his principal 
Virtue ; the other is zealoui for nothing, but 
what relates to Religion. Thus' each purfues his 
own natural Difpoficion, and is delighted in the 
exercife of his Talent ; Nor tan any Thing btf 
more ridiculous, than to improve the moft com- 
mon Thing in Nature into a Miracle. But ^ to 
proceed : This Difference of Gtniiis was fo far 
from turning to the Advantage of the Ramak 
People, that the fmall Progrefs they made under 
their Kings, in my Judgment, is wholly to be 
imputed to it. Certainly nothing can be ft greater 
hindraiice to the advancing of any Nation, thini 
this Diverfity of Tamper : For it freqifently 
makes us quit sour real Intereft, which we ' do 
not underftand, oiit of a Defire to introduce 
fomething which we know better, but which, 
for the mod part, is not fuita^le to our Circum- 
ftances. 

Altho' thefe new Inftitutions fhould bring all 
the Advantages we expedcd froth them, yet it 
frequently happens from the Diverfity of Appli- 
cations, that feveral Things are fortunately e- 
nough begun, that cannot be brought to a happy 
Conclufion.' 

The natural Bent of the Roman People was 
altogether Martial, under Romulus. In Numas 
B^eign nothing was done, but the eftabUfhing of 

friefts, jm4 fl^igious Pcrfoiei^, TtjUi^ "^* " 
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fbond it no eafie oiatter, to draw his Subjed 
from fo pleafant an Amufement, to the Militar_ 
Difcipline ; which was hardly eftabliOi'd, whe^ 
jiscui appear'd on the Stage, whofe natural la 
clinations led him to render the City mdtf com 
tnodious and magnificent. 

The AtATarqifin, to give more Dignity to ttM 
Senate, and more Majefty to the Government 
invented Ornaments, and appointed Marks 
Diflin^on. 

The principal Aim of Stri/iuj, was to have an 
exaA Account of the Ef^ates of the Romans ; and 
according to thofe, co divide them into Tribes, 
that fo they might all equally contribute to the 
Ptiblick Necelfities. ' Tanjum the Proud, fays 

* FlorKs, was extreamiy ferviceable to his Coun- 

* try, becaufe hii Tyranny gave Birth to the 

* Republitk. This is the Difcourfe of a Romatt ; 
who, although born in the Reign of Emperors, 
could not forbear to prefer Liberty to their Go- 
Ternmenr. My Opinion is, that the Common- 
Wealth may be juftty admir'd, without admiring 
the Method by which it was eAab1i(h'd. 

To return to thefe Kings : 'Tis certain, that 
as each had his particular Talent, fo none of them 
was Mafter of a Capacity large enough. Had i 
Rume had one of thofe Great Monarchs, who, 
an univerfal and extenUve Genius, can grafp eva 
ly Thing, (he ftiould not have been under thi 
Isieceffity of borrowing from different Princes^ 
a few different Inftituiions, which might eai 
fity have been fettled during the Life of 
Prince. 

The Reign of Tan^uin is as well known to th*l 
World, as the Eftablifliment of Uiirty. PridCj 
Cruelty, and Avarice, were his prcdominai 
Qualities, but he wanted Dexterity to managi, 
Aa TyraoBY. To define Vus Coaduift in a fei^ 
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Words : He knew neither how to Govern ac- 
cording to the Laws, nor Reign againft them. 

In a State fo violent for the People, and fo 
Dofecure for the Prince, there was nothing want- 
ing, but an Opportunity for Liberty, which was 
offcr'd by the Death of the Lnfbrtunate Lucmia. 
This veriuous Lady, fo cruel to her own Perfon, 
could not forgive her felf for the Crime of ano- 
ther: She laid violent Hands upon her felf, after 
fhe had been ravifli'd by Sextiu ; and bequeath'd 
the Revenge of her Honour to Srutut and CoUati^ 
nut. 'Twas then that this Conirrtint of Humours, 
fo long before pent up, broke out. 

It is incredible how unanimoufly all Tempers 
confpir'd to revenge the Death of Lucretia : The 
People, to whom the flighteft Maner ferv'd for a 
fpecious Reafon, were more incens'd againft 5«- 
tm, for the Violence Lucretia ofFcrdher felf, than 
if he had himfelf been the Murderer ; and as it 
generally happens in Tragical Events, by the 
mixture of Pity and Indignation, every one ag- 
gravated the Horror of the Crime, by a Com- 
paffion for this Celebrated, but Unfortunate 
Virtue. 

You may find in Livy, the moft minute Par- 
ticulars of the Paffion and Conduf* of the Ro~ 
mam : An odd mixture of Fury and Wifdom, 
ufually meeting in great Revolutions, where Vio- 
lence produces the fame EffeAs, that Heroick 
Virtue doth, when it is accompany'd with Difci- 
pline. 'Tis certain, that Brutus made an admi- 
rable Ufe of the Difpofitions of the People ; 
but to define him well, is a Task of no fmatl 
Pifficuky. 

The Greatnefs of a Republick admired by the 
whole World, has made the Founder of it ad- 
mired without much examining his Anions. 
Evtrjf ^'"^ that aman ExtrftwdmBYj , ^oS** i^ 
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Great, if it 6t Succefifal : As tvery Thing which h 
Crettj appeari Foeli(h, -when t metti a contrary E. 
•i^. . A Man ought t^ ■ have liv'd in that Age, 
nay, to have convers'ti with him, to be perfectly 
&risfy*dj whether he put his Sons to Death, out 
of a Principle of Heroick Virtue, or the Hard- 
Jiefs of a fierce and unnatural Temper. 
■ For my own Part^ I'm of Opinion, tbat much 
of. his Conduft is owing to Defign : His pro- 
found Diffimulation, under ciie Reign of Tar- . 
■giiin, as well as his Addrt^ll. in getting CoUatiriM 
jcjeded out of the Coniulihip, is to me Mat- 
-ter of a convincing Mature. It might fo hap- 
pen indeed, that his Zeal for Liberty, ftifled 
in him the Sentiments of Nature: And per- 
haps too, his own Security might fo far pre- 
vail Upon him, that in this hard and melan- 
choly Choice of undoing himfelf, or undoing 
his Children, fo intimate and preffing a Con- 
cern prevaii'd over the Safety of his Family : \ 
-Nay, who knows, but Ambition had a Share 
■in this A<Sion ? CeU.itinui ruin'd himfelf, by 
favouring his Nephews; Brtttus^ en the contrary^ 
made himfelf Mafter of the Common-Wealth, 
by the rigorous Punifhment of his own Sons. 
That which may with Aifuraoce be- aflirm'd, 
is this. That there was fomething of ^ercenefi 
in his Kature ; which was, however, the Ge- 
tiias of that Time. A Difpofition as Savage as 
Free, did then, and has very often fioce, pro- 
^uc'd mifieken Vhtutt. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. ir. 

Pftbe Genius of the Romans in the Begins 
nings of thf Republick. 

"TN the firft Times of the Republick, tlie People 
I were ftrangely mad for Liberty and the' Pub- 
nck Good : The Affe<51:ion they bore tb their 
Country, fupprefs'd all the Motions of Nature, 
ind the Zeal of the Citizen robbed the Man of 
himfelf. Sometimes, through a favage Juftice, 
the Father caufed his Son co die for the Perform- 
ance of feme extraordinary Exploit, contrary to 
his Commands," fometimes he devoted himfetfas 
a Vidim, through a Superflition as true[ as it was 
ridiculous; as if the Defign of Sociery was to 
oblige us to die, when it was intlituted to encou- 
rage us to live with lefs Danger, and with great- 
er Eafe. Valour had fomewhat Fierce and Wild 
in it, and an Obftinacy in Fighting, I'upplied the 
place of Difcipline in War. In their ConqLefts 
nothing of Generofity, as yet, appear'd ^ it was 
not an afpiring Spirit, which fought after an am- 
bitious Superiority over others. To f^eak pro- 
perly, the Romans were troublefome and violent 
Neighbours, who were refolved to exclude the 
lawful Owners from their Habitations, and plough 
other People's Lands, with their Swords in their 
Hands. 

Oftentimes the Vi.iScnous ConfLil was of no 
T Quality than the People he had cunquer- 
The refilling the Spoil coft one his Life j 
-■e dividing of it caus'd the Baniihment of 
nother : They refufed to go to War under the 
onduft of lome particular GeactaU;, ■ 
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nied to conquer under others. Sedition pafled 
cafily for an Effed of Liberty, which thought "it 
felf wounded by the leaft Mark of Obedience, 
even to thofe Magiftraies whom they themfelvcs 
had created, and to thufe Captains chey had 
ehofen. ^ 

The Gmiui of this People was as ruftical as it 
was wild J Difli^ors were fomecimes taken from 
the ffbugh, to which they reiurn'd again after 
their Expedition was over j not fo much out of a ■ 
■ Preference of an innocent and undifturbed Con- 'i 
diiion, as becaiife th£y had been accuftomed to 
an unpolite and unfociable fore of Life. As for ! 
that Frugality which has been fo highly eitoJl'd, 
it was not a Retrenching of Superfiuiiies, or a vo- | 
luntary Abftinence from Things agreeable, but a ' 
grofs XJie cf what they poffefs'd, and was next at I 
■ Hand. They were not ambitious after Riches, \ 
becaufe they knew nothing of them ; they were 
content with a Utile, becaufe they conceived no 
more ^ and forbore thofe Pleafures, of which they 
had no Idea. Neverthelcfs, for want of a d'je Re- 
flexion, thefe old Romam have been taken for the 
moil confiderable Perfons in the World'; for their 
Poflerity has conieciaied the very leai^ Particu- 
lars cf their Adions j whether it is, that People 
naturally refped the Beginners of Great Works, 
or that their Otf-Spring, vain in all refpeds, were 
defiroijs that their Anceftors Hiould be Matters of 
Virtues, when they wanted Greatnefs. 

I know very well, that we may alledge fome 
few Adions of fuch rare and noble Virtues, that 
they will ferve for Patterns to all Ages j but then 
thefe were the Adions of particular Perfons, who 
had nothing in themfelves of the Gtmm of that . 
Time j or elfe they were Adions of a Singular 
Nature, which. (as it were) efcaped Men, by 
Chance, and had nothing common with the 
'dinary Courie of their \lvi%\. Hqw 
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However,It is to be acknowleged,that Manners 
to UBpoliflied and ruftical, were agreeable enbngh 
to a riling Com inon- Wealth. This Roughnefs of 
natural Temper, which never yielded to Difficul- 
ties, eftabliflied Rflwe on a ftronger Foundation, 
than a more gentle and tradable Difpofition, tho' , 
more civilized and rational, could have done, ' 
, But, to fpeak properly, this Quality confider'd in 
it felf, was very favage j and deferves no Relpe^, 
but becaufe it hath the Recommandation of An- . 
liquify, and becaufe ir gave a Beginning to the 
greatelt Empire in the Univerfe. 



CHAP, III, 

Ofthefirfi Wars of the Romatis.' 

THE firft Wars of the Romans were of very 
great Importance, in refpeA to themfelves^ 
but little remarkable, if we except the extraordi- 
nary Adipns of fome particular Perfons. It is 
certain, that the Intereft of the Common-Wealib^ 
depended vifibly upon them, lince there was a 
likelihood of their returning under the Siibjedion 
of the Tar^uins^ fince Rome could not prcferve It 
felf from the Refentment of CorioLnas, but by the 
Tears of his Mother, and that the Defence of the 
Capitol waj the laft Refource of the Rnmani^ when 
after the Defeat of their Forces, their very Gity 
was taken and facked by the O^uU. Bat confid;r* 

■ ing thefe Expeditions in themfelves, ic will be 

■ found', that they were rather Tumitlts than real 
W.»rs ;■ fixki to fpeak the Truth, ii ihz Lacrdemo' 

■jnioKs had feen the Military Difcipiine which 
Iff/ iHflisifed in thofe titans, Vi^^i^w; 

ft* • 
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but they would have reckon'dihofcPeopleBjriiiriaw/i 
who'took off the Biidlesof iheir Horfes, to make thtir 
Cavalry the more impetuous in their Charges j a 
Na[ion who trufled iheir Security and Guard with 
Gteje and Dogr, whofe Negligence they punirti'd, 
and whofe Waichfulnefs they reconipens'd. This 
rude way of making War, lafted a long while j 
and the Romans gain'd many conliderable Con-- 
quefts with an indifferent Capacity : They were 
a People of great Bravery, but little Skill, who 
encountred Adverfaries lefs couragious, and more 
ignorant ; but becaufe the Generals were called 
Conjuli and Di&atoriy their Troops Legions^ and 
ttieir Soldiers Romuns, there has been more afcri- 
bed to the Vanity of Namti; than to the Reality 
of Things ; ^d without examining the Diftindi- 
on of Times and Perfons, fome People ha?e pre- 
tended that they were the fame Armies under the- 

Command of C/imillus,, M.^vllus, Cincinnaius, l*a- 
pirins Cui-for, and Curiui D^ntaius^ as under Sci^io^ 
Mjriuf, Syll'i, Pompej, and C^far. 

What, indeed, may with Jutlice be affirm'd of 
thefe firft Ages, is an extia_idiiiary Courage, a 
great Audcrity of Life, a great Aftedion for 
their Country. In the latter Times, an equal 
Share uf Valour, a great Skill in War, and eve- ' 
ry thing elle ; but withal, a great deal of Cor- 
ruption. 

This is the Reafon why Men of Integrity, to 
whom Vice and Luxury were odious, were not 

. latiihed with admiring the Prohiy of their An- 
cedpis, unlefs they excendedtheir Admiration to 

'all that belong'd to tl;em, without diftinguifhing 
wherein they had Merit, and wherein ihey had it 
nor. Tliofe that had occafion to complain of the 
Age they liv'd in, have given a Thouland Enco- 
ntiums to Antiquity, from which they cou'd fuffer 
jiDthiog ; and thofs whofe morofe Humour en- 
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dines 'em to And fault with every thing prefent, 
cry'd up, through Caprice, what was paft. The 
more polite PerTogs indeed,, wanted not Difcern- 
menc i and being fenfible aU Ages have their Im- 
peife^ons and Virtueiij they form'dff true J^^Jgi 
ment in thcmfelves of the Time of their Aff- 
ceftors, as well as their own; but they were 
obliged ;to admire with the People, and to -lex- 
claim, fometimes with Reafon enough, and feme- . • 

times without it, Majerei nofiri^ majores mjlr'i, as 

they obferv'd the Cry to go. In lb general an 
Admiration, the Hiftorians have not been want- 
ing to pay the fam? Refpe<^ to the Ancients; and 
making a Heme of every Conful, have beQovy'd 
all Virtues on every one that had well ferved the' 
Repubtick. 

I own, that it was no fmall Merit to fave it, 
but that's a diflerent Cafe from what we are up' 
on ; and it may truly be affirmed, that rhe good 
Citizen! Uv'd amongft the ancient Romans, and the 

good Gentrali amongft the latter. ' 
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CHAP. IV. 

Jgainfl the Opinion of Livy, ahut the 
Imaginary War in rvbich he engages 
Alexander againfi thq Romans *. 

I Have often wondred what ftrange Ideas Livj 
enrertain'd of ihefe ancient Ramans ; Nor can 
I comprehend, how a Ferfon of fuch excellent 
- Senfe, could hunt after a Notitfn fo far from his 
Subjcd, -to reafm fo fiilfly, upon an imaginary 
War, wherein he engages Alexander. He makM j 
thi5 Conqueror defcend into luly, with as fmatt i 
a Number of Forces as he then had, when he was < 
HO more than a petty King of MacUm. He ought , 
to have confidered, that a limple General of the 
Cmh.g-.r': fis pals'd tlie Al2i, with an Army of 
Soooo Men. 

But thisis not all, for he afcribes as much Ca- 
pacity, in War to Papirius Ciirfor, and to all the 
Confuls of that Time, as to AUxanAr himfelfi 
when to fpeak the Truth, they had but a very im- 
perfed: Knowledge of it. The Romans, at that 
time, made no great ufe of their Cavalry ; their 
Horfes were fo tittle ferviceable to them, that 
they ufed to difmount (n the very Heat of the 
Engagement, and mount again to purfue their 
Foes, when put to the Rout. 'Tis certain, that 
the Rom ni placed their chief Strength in their In- 
fantry, laying no great Strefs on the Charges that 
might 



• ThU if hit a Stt^ffi:ian of Livy, who examinet wfsaf 
WtyuI4 proiahly base b^fptn'J, if Alesaoder A,ii miJe fTar 
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might be made wiih the Horfe. The Legions 
particularly had a cotitemptible Opinion of the 
Adverfaiies Horfe, 'till the War of Pyrrhui, where 
the Tbejfalianf gave 'em fufficient Caufe to be of 
another mind : Biit the Cavalry of Hivnibal put 
them after that into great Terror ; and thofo in- 
vincible Legions were, for fome time, io frighted 
with it, that they durft not appear in the leafl 
Plain. 

To return to the time of Papirius, they knew 
nothing, in a raannerj of Cavalry ; they had no 
Skill either in fecuring advantageous Pufts, or en- 
camping in any Order ; for they themfelves ac- 
knowledge, that they learn'd to form their Camp 
by that of Pyrrhm, before which time tliey ufed 
always to encamp in Confufion. They were no 
lefs ignorant of Engines and other Works, necef- 
fary to form a confiderable Siege ; which pro- 
ceeded either from the Diilnefs of Invention in 
a People not at ail induftiious, or elfe bscaufe 
their Armies l^eing never of a long ftanding, there 
was no Opportunity given them 'to bring things 
to Perfctftion. 

Rarely was one and the fame Army knovvn to 
pafs from the Command of one Coiiful, to tiiac 
of another; and yet more rarely was the Com- 
mander of the Legions coiuinoed in his Pod, af- 
ter the Expiration of his appointed Time j which 
Condiuft was, indeed, excellent for the Preferva- 
lion of the Republick, but extreamly prejudicial 
to the Eftablifhment of a good Army. To be. 
convinc'd how far they were jealous of Liberty, 
it will fuffice to t'bferve, that after the Defeift at 
Jbrajimene, at which time they were obliged to 
create a Didator, FMus had fcurce ftopt the Tor- 
rent of Hannibal, by the Cautiouinefs of his Con- 
duit, when tlicy piit Confuls in his Place : All 
things were to bs dreaded from the Fury of 



$9 Ja^t^miout WtHu «f 

fM^ii, tw AMfiii^ from die Modemioa «ff 
PMut ( 4rhl y«t (he Apprehcafion of a ronoa* 
%.i^, (WMadl'if iiborechepfcfcniNeceffit). 

^* fHM' tw fwn'd, that the two Coafals mi- 
RMtftt rUffOifclvc< wi(h Prudence in this War. 
Tmy tnSuyA H'ttniiaHntenfMy, and'rctricT'd the 
ivO/itmt'/i Wcatili } when, for the fame Realbn, 
TtfUtitlui (^"rr", a Man prcCumptuoi-s and igno- 

JH(l(^ WH» tlii>(irn in their roon), who gave Battel 
( tU'mif, mid !"lt It J and thereby reduced the 
Hm-'ti u) ;litti (.xti'cmify, that rlicir Valoorj as 
P«ri(ioi(lliimy Ul it wa{i, was not (o inftnjmen- 
inl hi ifuilr I'iclcrvutioii, ut the Supinenefs of 

'i'Uttt\> WiU yet nnnthcr Idcnnvcnience, which 
Illli^llOil lliu C.OiiiiiMiiii ft their Army fiom being 
ttlwiivi fiivori Eo ihfl iiioll Experienced and Able 
|(i \iw\ ihtffii, A» the two C.on(uls could not bo 
Wlh fihUtJtti, mul the P.nrithns would not agree 
i^u Lriii lh>.rlJ b.- v'l ih,' l'iavi.ni Ou'cr, fa, for 
ill »..i,.,'n\. u l>.i|';',ii,-.), tliiu he that was 
Hs'.n, .1,.', *v :. I l\'iu-a .ij;icf able to the People, 
^^^,■ s'vv-J ;■.!« r.> i.'i-.\!Cii: t.' I'.ivour ; the Other, 
wlu''! i:!,;\ u, ■;.',! hHvK'iu-rrti k>r h'> Merit, was 
o'>;"u ■■- • ,\.'. .■'.■.'. .;,/.•■■ thri.'vsh ch; Opi'OlL-i- 
v"i >■> . , ;\,- •'-■, ■■ ;n- w,;, ,i ". '..•...f, or bv the 
I t. ' ■■ > ' ■ ■ \ , " .-,■- o: ib^' 5^;Mr>--, vibxti be 
M ;^ V ■- !,■■ ,.-.''< :''\- l"-- o.':":r-irv wjs cc~ 
i-vV (■■-■!»■; ,V y: .■•.;;•-■, »bc-:::-c Ctc=I=s 

V.t >,v.-., ^ ^,; U...,; ...,;^ct.Cr. 1 ■,"€ ^^: A 
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broken Maadmiant. Here they were equally ex- 
pert both in matters relating to a Siege, or the 
Field. Never was Army concem'd ngainft fo ma- 
ny Adverfaries, or had feen fo many different , 
Climates. Now if the Diverlity of Countries, 
where the Sccne^of War is, and the Variety of 
Nations, which are brought under Submiffion, 
can forin our Eicperience, how fiiould the Romans^ 
who had never been out of Italj, nor beheld any 
other Enemies but a few inconfidtrable Neigh- 
bours of [heir Republick, enter into Competition 
with the M::ci<!omunt ? Their Difcijiline was in re- 
ality great, but their Capacity indifferent. 

Even after the Common-Wealth became more 
powerful, they had the DiCgrace of being defeat- 
ed, as ofttn as they made War againft experi- 
enc'd' Generals, Vyrrhiis overcame them purely 
by the Advantage of his Condud, which made 
Fahridus fiy. That the Epirotes Jid not conquer the 
Romans, ht thai the Conful b.jd hem vanqiii^^d by 
■ their King. 

In the firft Cartbaginian War, Rtgulus defeated 
the Peoplfe oi Carthage in Afr id, in fo many En- 
gagements, that chey were already look'd upoii 
as Tributaries to Rami. They wera ■eteating of 
Conditions, which were made infupportabltf, 
when Xantifpui^a Lacedarmomafi,' irnvcd with a 
Body of Aiixiliaries. This Gneian, who was 4 
Man of Valour and Expsrienco, informed himfelf 
of the Order and Difcipline ofche'Caribagiviantf 
iogether with the Condu<% of ths Romans. Ha- 
ving fully inftrufted himfelf, he found both one 
and t'other very ignorant in War, and by his fre- 
quent Difcourfes upon this- Subjeii amongft the 
Soldiers, th? Noife came at laft to the Senate .of 
Cartb^^ what' a contemptible Opinion this Laire- 
damonmn had of their Enemy. Th: Magiftrites 
^c length had the Guuofity to hear him talk ^ uvl 
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IXMUifpm haviag made them (uifible of tfaeir psA 
trfoi>, proniU'd them the WSton, if they would 
fj.i< hitii che CoromaiHl of cheir Troops. 

In a inilerable Coodiuon where all Things are 
deijf>air'd uf. Men are more ealily perf.^'ied to 
cuiili^e in oihers, than in chemfelTes : And fo 
thufc SufpicloDS, fatal to ttie MKric of Siraogers, 
vicliied to -the prelcni Neceffity } and the moft 
i)owt:rI<±lt prompced with an Apprehenftoa of 
their approaching R.k:i, fubmicied to the Coo- 
dttct of XoM'Tjut without Envy. I fhould mak^ 
» Hiltory, iiirtcad of alledging an Example, 
fiiOLld 1 enlarge any furthet ; it fuffices to fay. 
That Xaniiffut hawing taken upon him the Ma- 
■agcmcnt of Affairs, mada a thorough-Change in 
the CiTihagiman Army, and knew fo well how 
to make his advantage of the Ignorance of the 
fiMhinif that he obtaln'd over them, one of the 
molt entire ViiSoiics that ever was won. The 
f.-.rth^iiihniy as foon as they were out of Dan- 
ger, began to be afhatn'd of owing their Prefer- 
vation to a Stranger, and returning to the Per- 
fidioufnefs of their Nature, thought to extinguifii 
their Difgrace, by ridding themfcWes of him, 
who had rid them of the Romans. It is not well 
known, whether they put him to Death, or whe- 
ther he was fo fortunate to * efcape ; but this 
is moft certain, that through the abfence of this 
experienc'd General, the Rsmam- eafily regain'd 
the Superiority they had over them before. 
" If wC defcend to the Second ?unick War, we 
fiiall find, that the vaft Advantages, which Hdti- 

nibd 



' Apptanm, in Ins Fitft Book, af the Wati of tie Romans, 

That the Carthaginian-i fent back Xantippiis ^ one of 

Tallin, with gre^it FrcfejiH ; hut ihai they order d the 

1 ttf the G.tlltj to canfe him to be thrown oi/er-heatd, 

dijtanctfrom Carthage, 
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niAf/bad always over the Romans, ^locx^ditA from 
the Capacity of the one, and the want of Skill 
. in the other ; and, in cffzSt, when e'er he de- 
%Q'd to put a Confidence into his Soldieis, he 
never told them, that his Enemies wanteH Cou- 
rage or Ref(^imon, for they had C3:praienc'd the 
contrary often enough j bat he affurd them, that 
they had to do with a People unskill'd in War. 

^ It is with this Science, as with Arts and Po- 
litenefs; it pa^OKs from one Kation to another^ 
and ftnmfhes at different Times, and in di£^eac 
IHaces. £Tery on« Itfiows, that the Gtenis/car- 
ly'd it' to a high Pitch : FhtUf furpafs'< dum ia 
it J and all Things airir'd no ibetr Pafeaibn 
Qtido- AksamdeT, 4hcn Altxander alMM Conupted 
himfelf. It contitiu'd ftill with his Succeflorss 
Hnmibai brought it aoiongft t^-'Oa'tbaittUMt ^ 
and for all the Vanity of the.RwMiK, ^ey re- 
ceiv'd it from him by the Ex|>Bridnce of their !>&• 
feats j by receding upon their Mtftikes, and ob> 
ferving the Condud of their Enemies. 

This will be eafily own'd, if' it be confider'd, 
that the Romans did not l»egin to make any Head 
. agatnft Hinftibal, when they were in their prims 
Bravery ; for the morf'Valiam PerloBfi b^ngtdEt 
in Battle, they had arm'd their ^lavat, and made 
up Armies with uo^perlenc'd Soldiers. v/THe 
truth is this, They nerer redoc'd hifn «> Sereighi^ 
till the Confuls became more slnlful, and tSac^Ris 
W<V'f in general, knew better hdw somakcWsai, 
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J}ie Gmius of the Romans, at the time 
when Pyrrhus waged War agawft 
tffem* 

JT' V (lot my Inteacion to enlarge here upon 
the Wars of the Romans, which would be 
eign to (he SubjeA I have propos'd to my 
felf : But I am of Opinion, thRt to apprehend 
the true Genius of the Times, we Qiould con- 
fider in a People, the different Affairs in whicl)' 
they were coiKtrn'd J and as thofe of War are,' 
wttiiout doubt, the moll remarkable, fo 'm there 
\ien are particularly to be ghferv'dj fince thq 
Difpofition of Tempers, and 'good, as well as 
ill Qualities, are there feen to the b^ft Advan- 
tage." 

At the firfl fetting up of the Common- Wealth, 
th& KoOT.i» People, as I have already obferv'd, had 
iomething of Wildnefs in themj afcerwards this 
Humour turn'd into Aufterity, and became a ri- 
gid Virtue, far remote from Politenefs or.Agree- 
ableoefs, and hating the very leaft Appearance 
of Corruption: Thefe were the Manners of the 
Romans^ when Tyrrhui palTed into Italy, to relieve 
the Tarentines. The Science of War was then 
' but indifferent amongft them ^ and that of other 
'Thing? altogether unknown. As for Arts, ei- 
ther ttiey had none at all, or only fuch as were 
very rude i they were not Matters of Inven- 
tion , and no _ lefs Strangers to Induftry j but 
ihere was a good Order* and Difcipline exadly 
obferv'd among them, an admirable greatnefs of 
ourage j and more Integrity us'd with the Ene- 
my, 



»iy/, than is commQnIy fraftis'd with CelloW^ 
Cteizens. Juflice^ , Uprightnefs^ and . Innooency^ 
Were common Virtues ; they were not unaojuaint- 
ed with Riches J biit the tJfe of them waspco^ 
hibited among private Men. :Their Diilnterefted- 
nefs went even to Excefs^ ^^^^ V^^ making It 
a Duty to negleft th^ir own Anairs for the Ser- 
vice of the PuUick : the Zeal of which did: then 
fupply the room of every Thing elfe. . 

After having (poken of thele Virtues, 'tis, nc- 
eeflary (!b come to the Adions which mad« ttieia 
known. A Prince is thought a Man of Honouc^ 
who by oppofing Force to Force, employs no- 
thing but operand lawful Means to get rid of 
a formidable £nemy« But to think our felves 
oblig'd to preferv6 thofe that are refolv'd w mn 
us, to fecure them from the Snares that are lai4 
for them by others, and to fave them from ra^ Po^ 
meftick Treafon, is the effe^ of an unparelteli'd 
Generofity. Yet behold one Inftance of this in 
tbe-Xime I am fpeaking of. The Romany being 
defeated by Pyrrbus^ and in a doiibtful State, wiie- 
ther they mould retrieve their Affairs, or be con- 
ftrain'd to yield/ had in their Power the Deftru- 
^ion of that Prince, and made the following 
Ufe of it. 

A Phyfician, in whom Vyrrhus repofed great 
Confidence, offet'd to Fabricius to poyfon his Ma* 
fter, provided he might have a Reward propor- 
tionable to xhe Importance of the Service,, Fa* 
hiciusy furpriiz'd with Horror at fa villainous a 
Crime, immediately gives Notice of it to the 
Senate, who detefting, like the Conful, , fp black 
an Adion, fent to advife ?;Tri6«i to take fpecial • 
Care of his Perfoh ; adding, that 'twas the way ' 
of the Romaniy to overcome by the Bravery qi 
their Arms, and not to free therpfelves of^an Ene- 
my by the Treafop of his owu Pw^V^% 





Warit^^ 

linfible of dtt Ofal^gpttkio^ cr 

XD make Al^aoc} and cx> di« 

rrfo Tecdfe it «sh the pcaier 

lanr thsm back Twd Hnrirpd Pri- 

Bjmfom j with PiiiiLmi to the 

ABtfomy and to the Ladies; 

nmfaifig, under apretenoe of Gfm- 

ipandoce Comiptian amongft cfaeoi. 

who prelenr'd I^prim mu i ly out 

4j[C X BaiW^irp^ nf Virtiie, vould receivse ^^^Mjg 

ili^. .-jgff^ -6 rte leaft Air of Acknowlo^Bient. 

-]|i^( g ii uiitfmt^ ient fafan an equal Noadber of 

' M»» ^ Prefents wem xdEu'd by both 

_ js nd jdl the Anfwer Jie had, was, Titt 

jjjjip^ 3-ffr^ wvrr bcmim t§ s ?mo^ <tf ir yaifiif 





tninfioiieNiflnbCr of virtaousTliiiigi^ 
pmais'd at this time, die great Difio- 

„ (s of FJfricims and Cm«j, who retirVl 

a folontarv Poveit^, are admir'd amoqgft the 
^ Twoiud be a piece of Inyaftice not to al- 
.^^ them the Applaufe riicy defenre ; however, 
^ to be confider'd^ that it was more the general 
Qaality of the Arc, than a Virtue peculiar tb 
Attfc two Xlen. And, in truth, fince Riches were 
«|Miifli'd with Difgrace, and Poreity revrarded 
-Wh Honour, methinks there was fome Dote- 
-flKf in knowing well how to be Poor. By this 
lam they raisd themfelves to the chiefieft Em- 
Hi of the Republick, where, in the £x- 
^p«at Power, they flood in greater 
rMm than FMiim€e. To fpeak the 
Ibrti of PrivtfriMii are not withotit 
e^ for diey afford the Mind an ex- 
II «f «rbac Che Senfes are lobb'd of. 
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Bat who can tetl3 .whether Fahkms did not 
foDow his own Hamoar ? There are fetne Per^i 
ions chac are perplexed by a muldtnde and varietf 
of Superfluities^ who would quiecly rififli Things 
convenient, and emen Neccflaries With delight. 
In the mean time, People that hare but a ralfe 
Knowledge of Things, admire the appearance of 
Moderation; whereas, if they had an cxaA Judg- 
ment, they would fotili £lcorer it to proceed 
from the fmall extent t>f a confined Spirit, or the 
lazinefs of an unaAlve SouL With thefe Po-- 
ibns, to be content with a Httle, takes off rather 
from their Pain, than their Pleafore. Befides, wbdi 
it is not defpieable to be Poor, we want fewer 
Things to live in Poverty with fatisfadion, tfan 
to live ntagnificemly with Riches. Can you ima- 
gine the Condition of a Monk td be unhappy, 
when he is efteem'd by his Order, and has fome 
.Reputation 4n the Wcmd i He malces a Vcrw of 
Poverty, whkh frees him from a Thoufand Cara^ 
and leave;^ him nothing to defire th^^ confifteoc 
with his PrdFeffion and Way of Ltvii^. TTiofe 
who live magnificently, for the moft part, ait 
the real Poor ; they edneavour to get Money on 
all Handl with Inquietude and Tremble, to maiflh 
tain the Pleafares of others ; and whilft they la« 
vift their Plenty, wfaicfc Strangers enjoy mote 
than themfelves, they are at home, fenfible €i 
their Warns, with tbdrWites and Children; both 
by the Importunity of unnverciful "Duns, and b^ 
the miferaUt State 06 their Afiain^ which they 
lee going to Rack. 

Let us return to our Romans^ from whom we 
hafve infenfibly digreffed. Let who will admire 
the Poverty of FaMciusj for my part, 1 commend 
his Prudence, ahd think him very well advis'd, 
to have had but one Saltfeller 01 S\Vit.\ , ^ycsj^ 
ibcfcby he bad Credit enoug]i:i to xaxtsi ti^^ ^ ^^ 
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Senate; a Man "^ who h^d been twice Coofal^ had 
triumpVd^ 2|nd been pid:acor.y becaufe fome 
t Marks of I'late more were found in his Houfe : 
For, 4)efi.des that it was the Humour of the Time, 
the real Intereft of every Man, was, to liave no 
other t ha9 that of the Republick, 

Men eftablifh'd Society out of a Motive of pri- 
vate Intereft ; with a I^figh to make Life more 
pleafant and fecure in Company, than when 
they were perpetually upon their Guard in Soli«- 
tudes. Now, when they find, not only Conve* 
xiiency , ,but Glory and Authority in it, can they 
do. better than devote themfelves wholly to the 
PuSlick, from whence they drawfo many Advan- 
tages ? . 

The Deeii, who faerific'^d themfelves for thek 
Good of a Society, of which they were to be 
no longer Members, feetn to me downright Fa^ 
naticks; but the Perfons w6 have been difcourflng 
of, appear to have aded very rationally, in being 
fo paffionately concern'd for a graceful Republick, 
which was, at lead, as careful of their Intere^, 
as they could be of hers. 

I look upon Rowe, at this time, as a true Relif- 
gious Community^ where* every one difpoifefred 
himfelf of his private Good, to find a greater in 
that of the Order he belongs to } but this Temper 
fubfifts no where but in fmall States. In great 
ones, the very appearance of Poverty is con- 
temn dj nay, 'tis much, if the extravagant Ufe 
of Riches is not approv'd ot Had Fabricius liV'd 
in the Grandeur of the Republick, either he muft 
have changed his' Manners, or he had been ufelefs 
to his Country,: And if the honeft Men of .the 

• latter 
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fetter iiihc, had HrU in thzt of tabtlciui/e\th6j(, 
thty had made cheir Integrity moi'e. rigid, or they. 
would have been expelled the Senate, as cpfrupted 
Citizens. " 

Having thils fpdketl o^ the Rofhansy it Will 
not be attiils to fay fomething of Py&hus^ Who, 
Comes in here naturally ettoiigh^ In fo iAz^yl 
Refpefts.. 

He was- the moft etperieftcM fca^tAm of his • 
time^even in the Opinion oi Hannibal^ who ^la6'd 
him immediately after Alexander, znd before him- - 
fhlfy as it feems to me, out of Mode^yl Hd 
jtrinU the Dexterity of Negotiations, to the Sci-^ 
ence of War : But, neverthelefs, he could ncvet. i 
riiake a folid Settlement forhimfelf.; If he kn^w. 
how to gain Battles, he made no Advantag^'pf 
the War J if he engaged Nations in his Aliiarlci8i' 
he knew not how to prefer ve "tbem in it. ^H,i^ . 
two, bright Talents, prepofterduffy enipby'd, ' m- 
in'dthe'Defighsof-both. " 

When he had fucceeded to his Wifh iti di^ 
Field, his Thoughts wcrft immediately bent ti:^^ 
treat * and, as if he had aded (n pohiJert with hji* 
Enemies, he ftill obiftruAed his own Progrers.^ 
Had he known how to win the Af&dions of a' 
Natidn j His firft Thoughts were to fuBdue theni.' 
* Hence it came to pais, that H^ loit his t^riends^ 
without gaining his- Enettiib ; for the Cohquet^d 
affum'd the Spirit of the Viftors, and refused the 
Peace that was offered them j and the others, not 
only withdrew their Affiftance, butf^cpiifider'd how 
to get rid of ah Ally, who ihew'd himfelfareat 
Mafter. 

A Conduft fo extraotidinary, ought partly to be 
aferibM to the Difpofitioh of Pprbui, and partly to 
the different Iriterefts of his Minifters. Amdngtt 
the reft, there were two Men near his Perloiii 
whofp Advice he generally follow'd^ Cintas ^xA 



'^S Mifcellaneous Works of 

ASlo: Cmtasy who was eloquent, ingenious, skill'd, 
and dextrous in Negotiations, infmuated the 
Thoughts of Peace, every rime that War came 
to be debated ; and when the ambitious Humour 
of Pyrrhut had prevail'd over his Arguments^ he 
patiently expeded when Difficulties would arife, 
and then managing the Brfl Uneafinefs of his Ma- 
iler, he prefently turn'd his Inclinations toPeace, 
chat io he might return to his proper Talent, and 
put Affairs into hisown Hands. 

Milo was a Man eicperienc'd in War, and plac'd 
all his Confidence there ; which made him endea- 

• vour, all that lay in his Power, to hinder Trea- 
ties, or elie to break them o£F. He lliil advis'd to 
overcome all Impediments ; and if there was no 
fubduing the Enemy, then by all means to enflave 
the Allies. 

As far as we may judge, at this diftance, thefe 
were the Rules Iw which Tyrrbusy as well as his 
Mtniflers aded. 'It may be faid in his Favour, 
that he was engag'd with powerful Nations, that 
had more Refources than he ; and though he won 
Battels by his Valour, yet that fo fmall and weak 
a State, as his, would not affurd him the Means 
tp carry on a long expensive War. In ftiort, if 
we comider both his perfonal Qualities, and his 
Performances, we fhall find him to huve been an 
admirable Prince, who yields, in no relpeA, to 
any of the Ancients: But to confider, in general, 
the Succefs of his Defigns, and the Iffue of his 
Affairs, he will often appear to have been unpo- 
iitick, and will lofe much of his Reputation. For, 
indeed, he polfefs'd himfclf of Vt^^cn/fwio, and was 
beaten out of it j his Beginnings in half were for- 
tunate, but he was forced to quit it j he faw him- 
felf Mafter olSkily^ but could not maintain him- 

' felf there. 
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Of the Pirfi Carthaginian War. 

• ■ ■ I. ■ 

TH E Wtf of Pnrhus animated the Romans] 
and inipirM mem with Tihpjughts which 
they had not bef^e entercain'd : To fpeak the 
Trath^ they enterd upon it very rude and pre- 
fuaiptnoas j with a great deal of Temerity and 
Ignorance; but they fhew'd an extraordinary 
Virtue in the Profecution of it : And, as every 
Thing was new to them with fb pxperienc^i an 
Enemy^ they became^ without db'ubt, mor^ la* 
-duRrious^ and more $fcilfu1 than ^ey w^xq bvjfpjf^. 
They found out a way to fecure theihfelves |rbm 
the Elephants, which, in the firft Engagement, 
put their Legions into Diforder ; they Icarall to 
avoid the Plaids, and jpofTefs'd themfelves of ,acU 
vantageous Pofts, agaihft the Cavaliyj which chey 
had too fondly defpis'd. They were at lal^ ^i- 
ftrofted to form meir Camp by that of vj^rrf^m^ 
after having admir'd the Order and Piftin^Eiovt 
of the Troops, which with them, encattipU io 
Confiifion. As fior natural Parts^ altho' the Ak- 
nngoe of old jlpplus drove Cineasbom Rome, y«t 
the Eloquence of Cineas did not' fail to pleafe, and 
liis Addrefs was admlFd, 

The Prefents that were ofierM, tho* they wer/d 
r^Qs'd, begot, neverthelefs^ a fecret Reverenqe 
for thofe that could make, them ;, and Curias, f 
mudi honoured for his difinterefted Virtue, was i^i 
in greater CredijC, when he (hew'd to the Peojple, 
Ins Triumph, Gold and Silver, Pidnres and Stat^ 
tnes. They were then fenfible^ that other i'lai;ei 
tlforded Things more eJLcellent than Ifaljf. 
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Thus new Idea's form'd new Minds, if I may 
fo fpcak ; and the Rsman PeopI^ taken with an 
unknown Magnificence, loft thofe old Opinions, 
in which a Habit of Poverty engag'd them no lefs 
than Virtue it felf. 

Curionty was now excited in the Citizens ; 
Their Hearts began to feel, with Emotion, what 
their Eyes had begun to fee with Pleafure ^ and 
when thefe Motions were better underdood, there 
appear'd real Dellres for Foreign Things. Some 
private Perfons did ftill preferve the ancient 
Temperance, as it afterwards happen'd, even in 
the moft corrupt Times of the Republick; but, 
at lad, there was a general Deljre to crofs the 
Seas, to fettle in thofe Places where Pynhus 
found fo much Wealth. This it was, in ftiort, 
that gave Birth to the firft Carthaginian War: The 
Allilunce given to the Tanntlnts was the Pre- 
tence of ir, but the Conqueft of Sicily the true 
Occafion. 

Having difcover'd the Motives that led the Ro- 
mant to (his War, it is necelfery, in a few Words, 
to fhew what their Genius was at that time. 
Theic principal Qualities, in my Judgment, were 
Courage and Refolution ; to undertake Things of 
the greateft Difficulty ; not to be frighted with 
aiiy Danger, nor difcourag'd with any Lofs. In . 
all the reft, the Cartbaginiam had infinitely the 
Superiority over themj whether by their Induftry, 
or by their Experience at Sea, or elfe by their 
WealA, which the Trade of the whole World 
afforded them j when the Romans^ who were of 
thetnfclres but Poor, had exhaufted their Trea* 
' fure in the Wars of Pyrrbut. 

To fpeak the Truth, the Virtue of the latter, 
fupply'd the room of all Things. A good Suc- 
cefs encourag'd them to the purfuit of a greater ; 
and a croG Event only fcrv'd to exafperate them 

the 
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the more. It happened diredly.bffi^f^fe in the 
A^rs of the Carthaginians, who fjrew remiisi in^ 
good Fortane^ and were eafily diejeAed in Ad^elr-^ , 
nty. Befides the difFerem Tm^er w-rh^e two Na<ii;^ 
tions^ the AifkrentC^JNiutim 6f thelReptibiktts ' 
contributed much to it. Carthage was eftabliflied 
upon Commerce^ and Rme fouiTiddd 'tipoh Ahns.^ 
The (irft employed Strangers in their Wars^ andf^ 
Citis&ens in dieir Traflfck : The Wlier got Citi^^^ 
zens out of all Nations^ ^nd Soldiers out of their ^ 
Citizens^ The Rdihans bileath'd after nothing but 
War; even thofe that went not ai^uailly into the^ 
Fields had their Inclinations there V either ushM^"^ 
ving been in the Service Wore^ 6r becauie they -* 
knew they muft at one time or another^ go intd'^ 
it. ' • • ■' .-• '' 

At Carthage they always demanded Peace upbb ' 
the leaft Inconvehiehce that tbrea^^t^ them;>>i'^ 
well to get rid of Foreigners^ as to- return to their;' 
Trade. We may yet . add this Diieience^ That^ 
the Carthaginians never did any ^thing that was ^ 
great, but by the Valolir of private Perfonsi' 
whereas the K^iv^iy People often recover -d by their^ 
Conftancy, what the Imprudence orCowardife' 
of their Generals had tod. All tfaefe things coh«^ 
fidered^-we need not^vohder to fee the Romans' 
remain viAorious, for they had all the principal 
Qualities, which render one People Mafter of' 
another. ' ' 

As the Profped of Riches made the Romans ie- 
firous of fubduing Sicify, fo the Conqqeft of Sitiif 
made them delirous to eMjoy thofe Riches which ' 
they had acquired. The Peace with the Cartbagi^ 
,niansy after fo bloody a War, infpired a Spirit of 
kepofe, and that Repofe produced the Retiih 
of Pleafures. Then it was that the Remans intro- 
duced the firft Compofitions of the Theatre, and. 
exerted their fitSt Magnificence. They fae^pitv v;^ 

I^ } V>.H^ 
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have a Cmiotuy for Shews, and an Aifedion for 
Pleafures, 

Law-Suits, aUho' tbey are Difturbers of joy, 
b?pan lo incrcafe ; every one having Recourte to 
the Publick JuiUce, as that of private Perfons was 
ccrru. led. 

Intemperance occarion'd new Diftempers, and 
Phyfi-ians were introduced to cure Difeafes; from 
which, Coniinence had fecured the ancient 

. Avarice put them upon little Wars, and Weak- 

nefs made them apprehenfive of great ones. If 

■ Neo-fiity ob) ged them to undertake any that was 

Cunfiderable, ic was begun with Rekiiancy, and 

they were glad when it was ended. 

They demanded of the Carth.iginians, Money 
which they ow'd net, when they were employ "d 
in the Redui^n of their own Rebels ; But they 
ufed all imaginable Precaution, not to break with 
them, when their Affairs were a little mended. 

Thus fometimes Injuries, fomctimes other Con* 
fideraiionj, always either spjght or Fear, were 
the Caufe of their Wars : And certainly we may 
lay, that the Rowfam knew not how to live, either 
as Friends or Enemies : For tbey affronted the 
Cartbaginiaxt, yct fuffered them to recover Breath, 
and gave Caufe enough for a new War, which yet 
of ^11 things they dreaded moft. 

A ConduA fo uncertain, degenerated into % 
downright Carelefnefsj and they fuffer'd the Sa- 

fmtiTKs [o be deftroyed with fo much Difgrace, 
hat their Ambaffadors were fhamefully treated 
for it by the SfanUrdt and Qauh, after the Ruii) 
of that mifcrable People. 

This Contempt of their neighbouring Nations, 

with whicb they were nettled, awaked them out 

nf this Drowfinefs j and the March of Hamihl 

} ifoht f?viyfd th«ir w»«ieRt Vigour. They 

m^9 



inadd War for fomc cinaie with ouich If|»p9ctty^ 
and a great Courage ; afterward^ with more £k^ 
pttience^ and lefs Refolutioa At laft^ tni& )^^^ 
ipf the Battel oiCanna, mad^ thern^ r^ete their 
Virtue and Courage ; or to Tpeak, hercer^ ^^citNtd 
anewone^ which taued 'em abore themfelves. 
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Of the' Secmd Punick Wat. 

TO fee the Repi^ick in the fuU Extent of her 
Virtue^ we mufl coniider ber in the Second ; 
War of Carthage. She had before more Aui^rfty ; 
after that more Orancleur } but ne^er, fuch real 
Merit^ as in'^this Period of Time. When fiie was^ 
engaged in other Exti^mities^ her Securtey was 
owing to the Bold^efs^ Valour, or Capacity of 
Ibme particular Cj^zQn* Perhaps^ had it not been 
for Btutus, there wo^kl have been no Common^ 
Wealth. If Mmlius\i2i6. not defended the Cafis^i 
if CmmUns had not cpn^ to refcue it^ the Romans^ 
who could fcarcely call chcmfelves free, would . 
have fylkn under the Servitude of th& Gauls. 

But here the RcmfiP^ People rpaintain d the ^fmm 
People ; here th« Univerlal Genius of the Nation^ 
preferved the Nati(j>n^ here good Order, Re(blu- 
lion, and a genexal Zeal for the Publick Good^ 
lav^d Rome when l|iie was ready to fall, by the 
launders and undifcreet Condu^ of her Generals^ 

After the Battel of, Cdaf^w^e, where any other 
State had yielded tpLits ill Fortune, there was not 
the leafl.Sign of Weaknefs amongft the People, 
not a Thought but^what tended to the Good of 
tbfi Common- Wealth. All Orders. aVL ^'w.Vs^ ^ 

R 4 Cov^?a.- 
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Conditions voluntarily exhaufted their Treafure { ] 
the Romavs gave up with Pleafure the moft valua'- 
ble things (hey poffefs'd, and kept with Regret 
What they were obliged to leave themfelves for 
their bare ufe. To retain the leaft, was a Point 
of Hcttoifr, to referve the moft in Houfes, a kind 
of Difgract, When they debated about creating 
Magiarates, the Youth, who, for the moft part, 
are prepofTefled in Favour of themfelves, confult- 
ed with Docility, the Wifdom of the more Anci- 
ent, to give their Votes with more Difcretion. 

As they wanted old Soldiers in this Exigence of 
State, fo fflr th? r^iHiig of npw ones tijey made 
their Slaves free j and thefe Slaves becoming Ro- 
mans, were animated by the fame Spirit with their 
Matters, to defend the fame Liberty : But behold 
a Greatncfs of Courage, which furpaffes all other 
Qualities, let 'cm be never To noble. It happens 
fometifnes in an eminent Danger, that Perfons of 
'ho extraordinary Prudence, are obferved to take 

food Refolutions ; and that the moft interefted 
erfons, contribute largely to (he Publick Good, 
when by taking other Meafures, they are afraid 
to ruin themfelves with the Publick : But perhaps 
it never happened before, that People took an 
equal Care of (heir Affairs, both Abroad and at 
Home, in fuch prefling Extremities ; and | find 
nothing fb much to be admired in the Romans, as 
to fee them fend Troops into Sicily and Sfain, 
with the fame Care as they did againft Hannibal, 

Overwhelmed with fo niany Lofles, exhauftcd 
of Men and Money, they divided their laft Re- 
ftiurces between the Defence of Rome, and the 
Prefervation of their Conquefts. A People fo 
niagnammous, thought it ^s elegible to perifh as 
to decline j and to be no more, was looked upon 
as an indifferent thing, when they cou'd no longer 
^e Matters of pth^rs. Tho' §f If- Prefervation be 
■■"■■ ^- ■ ■■ -■ < - . .-I . ■ . . . p^ 
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that might obflruft che Succeffcs they had ^ 

fped o^ or deftroy thofe already obiained. On^ 
Would have taken Hanno for an Ally of the Koman 
People, who looked upon Hannibal as the com- 
mon Enemy. When the latter fent for a new 
Supply of Men and Money to maintain the Army, 
^at wenU he JemanJ, faid Hafino, if be Bad lofi the 
Battel ? Noy no, (j'entltmeny eithtr he's an ImfuficTp 
that amufes ut with falfe News, or a Vublick Robber, 
that, tncrtcbcs himftlf with the Spoils of the Romans, 
and the Aivatttagts of the ffar. This OppofitJon 
did, at leaitj retard the Supplies ; tho' it could 
not hinder the Refolution of fending them : And 
they executed flowly, what had been refolv'd up- 
on with Difficulty. The Supplies being at liift 
prepared, it was 'a long time before they were 
fent away j and then Orders were given to flop 
them in Spam, inftead of haftening them into Italy, 
Thus the Recruits arrived very lace, and whso 
they came to joyn Hannibal, which was a Miracle* 
he received them lickly, and haralTed, and aft 
the Seafon for AAion was over. 

This Generat was almoft continually deftitute 
of Money and Provifioni ; reduced to the Necef- 
fity of being eternally fuccefsful in War j having 
no Refource upon any Misfortune ; and a great 
deal of Perplexity even upon good Succefs, when 
be found not wherewith to maintain different 
Nations, who rather followed his Perfon, than 
depended on the Common- Wealth o^ Carthage, 

To keep fo many different People in order, 
added to his natural Severity, an artificial Cru( 
ty { which made him dreaded by fome, whf 
his Virtue gain'd him a Veneration from 
thcrt. 1 own, he ufed no great Violence upon 
his Temper ; For being naturally fomewhat 
cruel, he found himfelf in fuch Circumftances, 
"'"f it was aeceflary foe Vum to VAto, Vtoviw 
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tm Interefi was fomeiimes the Rule of his Crnehy • 
and even cncltned him to Ckmtncy : For he knew 
how to be gracio;;s and merciful when his Affairs 
leqoired j and his Policy ever prevailed over hts 

KHe made War upon the Romam with all manner 
of Severity, but created their Confederates with 
much Civility and Courtefy ; hoping by thiy 
means to deftroy the firrt abfolutely, and to draw 
off the others from their Alliance : A Condud ex- 
tieamly different from that of Vyrrhui, who reler- 
ved all his Civility for the Remans^ and Ms ill 
Ufuage for his Allies. 

When I confider that Hinnihal removed out of * 
Spain, where he left nothing behind him well f^ 
cured ; that he crofs'd the Country of the C'auli^ 
whom he ought to have accounted his Enemies ; 
that he paffed the yilps to make War againft the 
Romantj who had cxpell'd the Canhi^iniam out of 
Sit'ily. When I confider, that in luly he had nei-. 
ther Garrifons, Magazines, nor any certain Sup- 
plies, or hopes of Retreat, I am aftonifhtd at the 
Boldnefs of his Defign : But when I condder his 
Valour, -4nd his Condud, 1 admire nothing buc 
Hinmhal^ and I efteem him yet fuperior to the; 
Undertaking. 

The French particularly admire the War of the 
Canity both for the Reputation of C*c/wc, and bc- 
caufe, the Scene of it lying in their own Coun- 
try, it affei^s them with a more lively Idea than 
any : However, to fpeak impartially, it falls infi- 
nitcly ftort of Haanihah Adioni in Italy. Had 
Crf/di- found amongft the Gauli, that Union and 
Bravery, which the other did amongft the Romans^ 
he had made over them but fmall Conquefts ; for 
it muft be acknowledged, that Hunmbai met with 
very great Difficulties, without reckoning thofe 
he parried wiih him. Th5 onW M-imws:^ wv 
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wlucb he could tcafonably dej 
Gfxxlnefs of his Troops, and his 
Ability. 

Ic is certain, that the Romam" 
great SLperiority over the Carthagir^ 
dliav War ; but Peace haring mad^ 
iheir Army, they infem 
whiUl their Adverfaries, 
Sfain and Afriek, ftill kept their \ 
and acguir'd new Experience. 

Thus Hannikal c^me w 
tack Itsly; which the Row* 
fend with an old Repui 
Troops. As for the Rom 
certainly Perfons of great 
they Jhould injure the ( 
Wealth, if they did not gr 
OiFer of the Enemy. « i 

Havnihal made it hts- particular Stt-f 
jheir Genius, and obferv'd nothing ■ "' " 

the Humour and Condud of each "- 
was to oppofe him. Thus, by prfor.. ,-.'■ 

fiery Temper of Sem^onius^ he knew ^^^ u-'^^- /^^ t^ ■ 
him to fight, and gain the Battel of :;?^t^ot^^ ^^oti^ -, 
Defeat of Thr^fimene was owing to a So"o'^^^*^^\c ^° * 
the like nature. c^ '^. ^-tvjs. ^'^ 

Being acquainted with the haughrjflft ^^ '^^^ oV ^^^ 
FliTKin'iits, he burnd before his Eyes t*-*^^?^^ too^ 
of his Allies, and fo critically provok'd tsi^^^ot ^^ ' 
Temerity, that the Conful not only toc&V' ^q^ »* 
folution to fight, at an unfeafonable TiB*^^ c;j^z. o' 
engag'd himfelf in feme Defilees, where P^ 
happily loft his Army, together with his -\ c& 
As Ftbias went upon a different Method of"* OS 
ing, fo the Conduft of Hannlbd was entirely. ?'.^\>:xj 
polite. ■ ^' ^ 

After the Battle of Tlrajfmene, the Ki>M4ii ' ' ^ 
pie created sDii^ator, and a General of the i « 
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The DiAator was ,§mmm PaUud^ a Man wife and 
flow^ who j)lac'd the only Hope of Safety in 
Caution, from which Security may, indeed, n^fulc; 
Confidering ii^ what a Poftu^ their Affairs wmat, 
he thought there was no difference between fi^« 
iog, and being beaten ; fo that he aim'd at no- 
thing but to give ff^fii SfHrit to the Army ; and 
.as he did not entertain the Hopes of ViSmj, 
he thonght he fhquld ad prudently enough, n 
he could but contrive to prevent his being over- 
come.. 

Marcus Mnutitu was General of the Hocfe, a 
Man violent, rafli, vain in Difcourfe, and darings 
as well upon the fcore of his Ignorance, as ins 
Courage. This Pecfon placed the Intereft of the 
State in the Reputation of Aiiairs, and imag^'d 
that the Republiek could not fiibfift, if it did not 
blot out the Difgtace of paft Defeats, by fdme 
Glorious Adion. He was for Grandeur, when 
there was a necefSty for Prudence ; for Gloqr^ 
when Safety was in Queftion. 

Hannibal foon found out thefe different Hu- 
mours, not only by the Reports that were made 
.him, but by his own Obfervations ; for many 
Days fuccemvely he offer'd Battle to Falnus^ who 
was fo far from accepting it, that he would not 
permit a (ingle Man to mr out of his Camp. 

Mmttiusy on the contrary, took the artificial 
Bravado's of the Enemy, tor fo many Affronts, 
and made the Didator pafs for a weak Man, or at 
lead for one that was infenfibte of the Difgrace of 
the Ramans. 

Hannibal being informed of thefe Difcouries^ 
endeavoured to encreafe the Opinion of Fear and 
Weaknefs, which was attributed to Fabius. He 
burnt, in: his view, the fineft Country in Itafy^ in 
order ^ther to draw him to fight, which he .was 
not able to effed ,- or, at leaft^ to \A^\m^\A&*%j^. 
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putation,in which he did not want Succefs. Nay^ 
he bego: a Sufpicion, that there was a fecreC 
Combination between them, by fparing his Lands, 
with great Care, amidd the general Defolationof 
the Country. 

But this is but one part of his Artifices : WMIft 
he labour'd to ruin the Repuiation of Fab'tHs^ who 
gave him fome trouble, he omitted nothing to 
raifc that of Mmutiitt, in whom he wifli'd the 
Command, or at leaft a larger Power in the Array. 
Sometimes, he pretended to be afraid of him, 
when he fhew'd all manner of Contempt for the 
other. Sometimes, after a fmall Engagement with 
him, he retir'd firft, and let him obtain fome 
trifling Advantage ^ which advanc'd his Credit 
with the Romans, and fo prepar'd him to fall by 
an inconfiderate Confidence. In fhort, he was 
fo dextrous in running down the Condud of the 
Diiftator, and in railing the Credit of the Gene- 
ral of rlie Horfcj that the Command was divided, 
and the rroops fliar'd between them, which was 
never done before. One would think, that Rome 
aAei by the Advice of her Enemy : For, in truth, 
fo extraordinary a Decree, was the pure effeift of 
his Contrivance and Defign. 

Hereupon the Vanity of M'mut'ms had no 
Bounds : He contemn'd with equal Imprudence, 
Fabius and Hannihil, declaring nothing lefs. Than 
that he alone would beat all Foreigners out of 
Italy. He therefore would needs form a fcparate 
Camp ; of which Hannibal was no fooner fenfible, 
but he approach'd with his : In fine, not to amufe 
mv felf with deicribing the Particulars of every 
Aiftion, M:nutim was engag'd in a Battle, wherein 
he was defeated. 

This was the Behaviour oi Hannibal, during the 
Di<aatorfhip of Fabius, and his Condud was much 
the fame^ with the ConfuU that gave him Battle 
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^ _t Cmta. 'Tis true indeed, there was no oeceffi- 
'ty for fo politick a Conduft ; The Wifdom of 
p4«/wi, was lefs croublerom to him than thac 
of Pabitii ; and the prefumptuous Ignorance of 
TerentiMSy hurried him f3& enough to his own 
Ruin. 

The Reader will admire, perhaps, that I have 
dwelt fo long upon an Affair, which only ends in 
the Defeat oi Minmus, and that I do but curfori- 
!y mention that great and femocs Battle of Cannae ■ 
But my DeJign is rather to make the Genius of 
Men known, than to defcribe that Battle. And as 
Judicious are better pleas'd by contemplating C^- 
far in the War of Petreius and /Ifranius, than in 
his inoft fhining Anions ; I iniagin'd, thac we 
ought to confider Hannibal more curiouHy, in an 
Anatr which was entirely manag'd by Policy, 
than in that great and fortunate Succefs, which 
the Imprudence of Ttrmtlus gave hltn without 
much difficulty. 

However, it muft be confefs'd. That never was 
a Battle fo entirely won j and that very Day 
had, in a manner, been the Kemam laft, \i Han- 
nibd had not chofe rather to enjoy the Sweets 
of the Vidory, than to purfue its Advantages. 

He, who by his Policy made others guilty of 
fo many Miftakcs, betrays here the Weaknels of 
Human Nature, and cannot preferve himfelf 
from failing. He (hew'd himfelf invincible in 
the grcatell Difficulties, but could not reflft the 
Allurements of his good Fonune ; and fuffer'd 
himfelf to yield to Eafe, when a little Adion 
would have hx'd him in a State of Repofe for all 
the Remainder of his Life. 

If you enquire into the Reafon of it ; 'tis be* 
caufe every Thing hath Bounds in Man. Pa' 
tience. Courage, Refolution wear out at tail. 

HawAftV 
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tijnmhil ran fatigue no more, becaufe he has 
fetigu'd too iBuch J and his tonfummate Virtue 
finds it f';lf without Refource in the midll of Vi- 
Aory. 

The remembrance of part Difficulties, gives 
him a profncd of new ones ; his Mind, which 
ought to have been full of Hopes, nay, almoll 
Aflarance, is now taken up with a Fear of the 
future : He conftders, when he (hould be bdld ; 
he confults, when he fliould be aAive ; he gives 
Reafons for rhe Romunt, when he ought to have 
put his own Counfels in Execution. 

As the Faults of great Men have always fome 
Pretences to excufe them, fo Hanmbd did not fail 
to reprefent to himfelf very fpecious Reafons ; as 
for Inftance, ' That his Army, tho' Invincible in 
the Field, was yet by no means fit for Sieges j 
That he had no good Infantry, no Engines, no 
Money, no certain Subfiftence : That by rea- 
fon of thefe Dcfcds, he had attack'd Spokutm 
to no purpofe, after the Siiccefs at Th-afimene, as 
vi<*orious as he was ; that a little before the 
Battle of Ciffw^, he had been obliged to raife 
the Siege of a Town^ of no Name or Strength j 
that to befiege Scwc, furnifh'd with every Thing, 
was the direft way to lofe the Reputation he 
had gain'd ; and to deftroy an Army, which 
alone made him to be confider'd ; that therefore 
it was moft advifeabie, to let the Rcmim, coopt 
up within their own Walls, fall infenfibly of 
themfelves j and in the mean time to go and 
poffefs himfelf of fome Places near the Sea, 
where he might receive Recruits from Carthage 
with Convenience j and where it would be ea- 
fie to fettle the moft confiderable Power of 
hdj' Thefe were the Reafons, which Hanni- 
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ial adapted to the Difpofition he found himfelF in, 
and which would not hare affe<^ed him in his firll 
Heats. 

In vain did Maharht promife him to fup in the 
tapitol J his own Refleftions, which had nothing 
but the Air of Wifdom, and his falfe Reafoning^ 
made him rejeiftj as unadvifed, a Confidence u> 
Well grounded. He had purfo'd violent Counfelsy . 
when he begaa a War with the Romans, and he 
is now kept back by an nnfeafonable Circumfpe- 
Aion, when he is upon the point of making an 
end of all. 

It is certain, that Men of too refin'd Policy,-' 
as H:inmh<il was, are apt to create Difficulties in 
Underrakings, and flop themfelves by Obftaclesj 
which proceed more from their own Imagination^ 
than the Thing it felf. 

There is a critical Point in the Dedenfion of 
States, where their Ruin would be unavoidably, 
if one knew how ealie it were to deftroy them j 
but for want of a clear ForeJight, or a fufficiene 
Courage, Men are content with a little, whea . 
they might do more ^ making either the meannefs 
of Spirit, or the want of Greatnefs in the So\il, 
to pafs for Prudence, 

In thefe Conjunaures, a Man 'is not the In- 
ftrument of his own Prefervation ; 'tis his old 
Reputation purely that maintains him in the Ima- 
gination of his Enemies^ when his real Forces 
have abandon 'd him. 

Thus Hannibd reprefents to hi^VijBJv, a Power 

which is no more. He entertainsi a fantaftical 

Idea of dead Soldiers, and diffipate3 Legions, as 

if he were to fight and defeat what he had al-- 

;ady defeated. 

And certainly the Confufioh was not lefs ail 

iitt after the Battle of Carmai than heretofore 
S *itt 
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after the Defeat of * AlUa j but inftead of ap- 
proaching a City wliithpr he would have ftruck 
a general Confternation, he removes at a diAance 
from itj as if he had a mind to hearten it, and' 
give the Magiftrates time to repair their Lofles 
at their leifure. He was fo unadvis'd as to attack 
the Allies, who would have fallen with Rome, and 
maintain'd themfelvcsby her with more eafc, than 
flie could have maintain'd her felf. 

This was the firft and great Omiflion of Han- 
nibal, which was alfo'the hi ft Refource of the Ra- 
mans. When their Confternation was over, their 
Courage increas'd,as their Forces grew lefs J vj\\tT&- 
sst\\zCartbagmiims\Q2L their Vigour,as their Power 
increas'd. 

Now, if we fliould enquire into the Caufe of 
all their Misfortunes, there may be affign'd two 
effential ones : The Carelsfnefs of Carthage, which 
(ufFer'd good Succeffes to fall to nothing, for want 
of Supplies ; and H.:nnihaTi precipitate Defign to 
put an end to his Labours, before he had ended 
the War. 

After he had tafted Repofe, it was not long 
before he was inclin'd to tafte Delights, and he 
was the more eaiily inch^nccd by them, as they 
were aitogerher ui. known to him. 

A Man that knows how to mix Tkafures with 
Hxfimfs, is never intircly poffeffed by them ; he 
either quits, or refunies them at his Will ; and in 
the ufe he mak£s of them, rather finds a Relaxa- 
tion of Mind, than a dangerous Charm that might 
corrupt him. It is not fo with thofe auflere Per- 

fons. 



* A Kiver w\thin three or fow htnguei of Rome, ruMT 

which the Romans weie dtfeaud by the Gawls. The l.itttr 

made ihenifdvei Mafitn of the City, hut cowld not fine the 

(apiol, whuhet fait 0/ t')! Roaiio lawi miW. 5«LiTyr| 

Decad. I. Beok K ' 
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ibttr^ whp^ by tki alceradofi of TemfiNBr^ cbiiie to 
tslftc of Voltiptuoufnefs ; They are immediately . 
eochamed with its SweecneG^ and * have npehing 
b^t an AVeifion for the Severities of their palt 
life. Nature^ in them^ being wearied with Iii^ 
conveniences and Pains^ abandons it fetf to tht 
firft Delights tha^ come in its V^ay : Then what 
dppeat'd Vircaons^ prefents it felf with a grofi 
and mbrofe Air ; and the Soul^ which imagines 
it ielf to be undeceived of an ^old Error^ has a 
Comphcency in its new Affe^on for Things a^ 
greeiabfe. 

Thus it far'd with Hamihal and his Arm^j 
which did not fail to imitate him in Remifnefij 
as they had all along dcme it fo well in Fatigues. 

There was nothing then but Bathings Fe&vals^* 
Amours^ ^nd Paffions; Difcipline wsis no longdr 
libferv'd, either by him that ought to have giveit 
Orders^ or by thofe that ibould have put theft 
in Execution. When there was. a lieceffity to go 
into the Fields Glory and Intereii exctt^ Hm^ 
nihal^ who re-aifum'd his former Vigour^ and found 
himfelf again ; but. be found no more the fame 
Army. There was nothing el(e but Softnefs add 
Effeminacy :.lf they were forc'd td undergo the 
leaft Want, they regretted the Plenty of Cafua; 
Their Thoughts ran upon their Miftreife^, when 
they were to meet the Enemy j they languifh'd 
and melted with the Tendemefs of Love, whed 
there was need of Adion and Fiercenejfs for 
Battle. 

Hannibal omitted nothing that might excite theif 
Courage, fometimeS by reviving the remembrance 
6f a Valour which they had loft ; fometimes by 
the fhame of Reproacbei, of Which they Were ia- 
fenfible. ^ . 

In the mean virbrle, the lioniaH G<iiieraU becarli^ 

etei7 J>sty more skilful and txisttitia^ "^^^ 

Si Vfc^sSA 
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l£g^om f^A 4£k^ Acraaxa^s^ata effeminate 
TfOfiifW; sad dKpB came ixm CmiAme^ no Sop- 
«fiM fufideoc CD pre frcfii Sffidr m m Sangaifb- 
Mf an Army, ftx the mare R tfti h iinn Ommhal 
iotitiA amoixft tfae Enoiuct, i^ 1^ Affifiance ' 
be recdyd mm bit cma Meo, sod ibe more he , 
WM oMig'd CO deptTii Dpon himf^lil Ii is cot 1 
croitblc widi whac \'akiLr be mztot^'d htmfelf 
in bafyf irhich the £:»««» cadi not make turn 
euit, till they fcvc'd the c«r:^cji«i^ to re-call 
nim. The latter being dcr'eaced, and driren cxtt 
ei Spam, beaten atid undone in Afrkk^ bad re- 
CMjrfe to Hamibal for their Uft Refjgc. He o- 
bey'd the Orden of his Country, with the Eune 
SubmifHon, that the meanefl Citizen could hare 
4on< ; And he wai no fooner arriv'd, but he found 
AMv^t% In a defperate PoHure. 

jy;/^Joj who had beheld the Calamities of his 
Ripitbliclt, under unfortunate Generals, now com- 
iii!((iilc'l ihc I'diccs of it in a profpeious Condi- 
(jijii, which w;is piiicly owinf^ to himfelf. 

Ah I'll ll.ini), />.-/, lie IrAil nothing but the Re- 
itKMihpujKC of liih (;oyd I'ortune, which he had 
ill iilr-it ; IiDt, liowtvcr, lic vvas not in the leaft 
Wiiiiiiii)^ to (iipport the b:tc!. The former, whofe 
ni(iiii:il < .oiiiiilciicc WHS dill buoy'd up by the pre- 
(t^nt lomiiiiirc INilhirc of Ins Affairs, was at the 
llciiil III :(n Aiiiiy, which doubted not of Viiftory. 
'i'lic laiicr iiKTcas'd his natural Dittruft, by the 
nii(t:(;iblc (.onditjon he faw his Country reduc'd 
to, and by tlic ill Opinion he liad of his SoU 
tlic:i<i. 

'Ihclc diif'crcnt Situations of Mind made Peace 
to bo titlbtcd, and rtjcdcd ,• after which, every 
one's ■riumjthts were intent upon Battle. 

On ilic Uav it w:is fouf^lu, llmnibjl furpafs'd 

MmlcU, whetlicr by taking all Advantages, dif- 

Jling his Anny, ov giving Orders in the Fight; 

but 
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but at length the Genius of Rome pvcwsilcd orcv 
that of Carthage, and the Defeat of the Carthagini- 
ans yielded the Empire of the World for ever to/ 

the Romans^ 

As for the General, he was admir'd by Scifto, 
who in the midft of his Glory, feem'd to envy 
the Capacity of the Vanquiftied j and the Van- 
quifhed, whofe Humour wks far enough from 
vain Oftentation, thought he had aWays fome 
Superiority in the Science of War : For, difcour- 
fmg one Day with Scifto^ concerning the Great 
Generals, he placed Alexander the firft, Tyrrhnsth^ 
fecond, and Himfelf the third j to which Sci^o 

coldly. And if you had conquered me^ faid he, in 
what Rank would you have f laced your felf? The firfi 
of all, replied Rdnnibal. 

'Tis certain, that his Skill ii^ War was admira- 
ble, and thofe lUuftrious Conquerors, who have 
left fo great a Naihe to Pofterity, came not near 
him for Induftry, both in bringing together, arid 
maintaining Armies. 

Alexander paiTed into AJia with Macedonians who 
obeyed their King : If he had but little Money 
and Provifions, the Battles he gain'd fooh fur- 
nifli'd him with Plenty of All : A City taken or 
furrendred, gave him the Treafures of Darius, 
who became neceffitous in his own Country, in 
proportion as Alexander poffeffed the Riches of it. 

Scifio, whom I mentioned before, made W^ 
in Sfain and Africk,vf it\\ thofe very Legions which , 

the Republick both levied and maintained* 

dejar had the fame Advantages towards the 
Conqueft of Gaul, and made ufe of the Forces and 
Money of the Common- Wealth to enflave it. 

As for our Hannibal^ to a little Body of Cartha^ 
giniansy he joined feveral Nations^ which he kept 
together meerly by his own Intereft, and by 
whoni he made himfelf obey'd, though he la- 

S ^ '^^MX.' 
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bouTfti luider a -ominual warn of t*rovifions and 
Moucjr. What = yer more extraordinary, Vido- 
rK>.ni.t^j.- Sim ne'e che ealierj and he was a)mc^ 
a» u^--- itrijtiieJ after the gaining of them, as 
b< W4» betu^. But if he had Talents which 
tJK Qihcn had not, fo vjas he guilty ©f a Fault, 
wiitch, in ail probability, they would not have 
Q^amitred. 

.■jj'-.vTWer was fo far from leaving Things done 
fcy IiaWes, that he always went farther, even 
when they were compteaced. He was not fatij- 
ficJ with fubduing the great Empire of Darius^ to 
the very lead Province ; his Ambition carried him 
to the IndUi, when he might have reconciled, 
(what feldom happens) his Glory and Repofe, 
and have enjoy'd his Conquefts in Peace. 

Silpio did not think of Eafe, before he had 
re<3uced CartbMgt, and eftabliOied the Roman Afr- 
fairs of ^^ici. And one of the great Commen- 
dations which is given to dcfar ^ is, TiS.-i* he 
thought noihing tvas done, tvbile there remained any 
Tbhg to do. 

Nil n^unt reVufanSj Ji ejutd fuperejfet /Jgendum. 

Lucan. Pharfal. Lib. 11. 

As ofren as I refleA upon this Mifcarriage of 
.//a»»ii.)/, I cannot forbear thinking, that Men da 
not fufficiently condder, of how vaft Importance 
a good Refolution is in great Affairs. 

The marching ininicdiatcly to Rcrae, after the 
Battle oiCanna-f draws after it the Deftruiftion of 
that City, and the Grandeur of drthagr ^ The 
not niarching thither is. in time, attended with 
t'le Ruin of the CmlMgiw-fs, and the Univer- 
jal Empire of the RcmjHi. 

J have feen a Refolution taken, which would 
^3^ve Inevitably occaficned tlic Lois of a great 

Stated 
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State. J faw by a happy Change, a * contrary 
one taken the fame Day, which proved its Secu- 
rity : But it gave lefs Reputation to the Author of 
(p good ^dvice, than the Defeat of Five Hun<* 1 
dtcd Hprfe, or the taking an inconfiderable City 
would have done. Thefe laft Events ftrike the 
Eyes or Imagination of all the World : But Judgf 
ment is hardly admir'd by any^becaufe ^tis known 
but by Refledions, which few People are able to 
make. Lct*s return to Hannibal 

If the Trade of War, as glittering a Figure as 
it njakes, merited only our Regard,.! doa*t fee 
one of the Anciefits, who can reafonably be pre-: 
ferr'd to him : But it docs not follow, that he 
that knows it beft, is neceflkrily the grcSateft Man. 
Juftice, Magnanimity, Gr^eatnefs of Soul, a dif- 
interefted Integrity, and an Univerfal Capacity, 
make 4ip the better part of thofe Great Men. 

To know barely now to flaughter Men ,• to be 
better skiU'd than others in laying Wafte Human ' 
Society, and deftroying Nature, is to excel in a 
very f^a^al Science. 

The Application of this Science ought to be 
juft, or at lea'ft honourable j it Ihould turn, if 
poflibje, to the Good of thofe whom it has fub- 
du'd J but always to the Intereft of one's Coun- 
try, or the ncceffity of a private Advantage. 

S 4 When 



* The French C§utt heing at Pontoife, (in x6$z.) and Car" 
itnal Mazarin, confidering , that the Prince of Conde wai not 
far off\ That Fuenfaldagne advanced with 15000 Men^ and 
the Duke of Lorrain with ixooo. refolv'd to caufe the Kiytg 
to retire into Burgundy, not thinking him fafe in Paris. The 
Prince of Tuttnn9 was not then in Council j hut heing iw- 
fornCd of this Refolution^ he immediately repaired thither^ and 
^old the Minifters^ That if the King quitted Paris, he would 
never enter it again j and thdt they ought either to van^ 

?uijb or die : Which ohhg'd the Council to alter their Refo^ 
ution^ 
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When it h govern'd by a capricious HumouFj 
and fubfervient to Irregularity and Fury ; when 
its End is to opprefs the World, then that Glory 
which is afcrib'd to it, fhould be taken away, 
and it ought to be as Ignominious as it is Uq- 
juft. 

'Now 'tis certain, that Hannibal had but few 
Virtues, and many Vices; Infidelity, CovetouC- 
nefs, a Cruelty oftentimes necefTary, but always 
natural, were the chief Ingredients of his Com- ' 
pofitipq, 

Befides, People judge, for Jhe moft part, by 
the Supcefs, whatever is thp Opinion of the wifer 
fort : For let a Man fhew all the good Conduft 
fhat is pofGble, if the Event does not anfwer, ill 
Fortune palTes for a Fault, and is juflified but by 
a very few Perfons. 

Thus for Inftance, thzt Hmn'tb.-I made War 
, better than the Romant, and was undone by the 
ill Management of his own Republick; whereas 
the Romafis became viAorious by the good Order 
pf theirs, is a Confideracion which falls not 
within the reach of many People. But that he 
w»s defeated by Sci^io, and that the Ruin of 
Cartbrgt was the Confequence of his Defeat, is 
a Thing fully known, and 'tis from hence that 
the Univerfal Opinion of all Nations has -beeq 
fortn'd. 
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6f the Genius of the Romans, towards tho 
End of the Second War of Carthage, 

UPON the Conclufion of« fo great and (b 
long a War^ there arofe a certain Spirit un- 
known tilfthen in the Common- Wealth. 

Not but that there had been frequent Seditions 
before. For the Senate had more than once en- 
deavoured to opprels the People ; and the People 
offer'd Violence to the Senate : But fiill" Men 
aded on thefe Occafions by a publick Principle^ 
regarding the Power of one as a Tyranny, which 
ruin'd Freedom j and the Liberty of the other^ 
^s a Licentioufnefs which would end in Coq* 
funpn. 

But Men now began to feparate their private 
from the publick Intereft : I'he Bonds of Society, 
which were thought fq agreeable before, feem d 
/at this time to be trouBlefome Chains j and every 
one growing uneafie under the Laws, had a mind 
to re-aflume his Primitive Right of difpoHng of 
himfelf, and in this Choice to follow the Motions 
of his own Will, 

As the Difguft of SubjecSlion had been the oc- 
cafion of turning out the Kings, and difpofed the 
People to the EftablijBiment of Liberty, fo the 
Difguft of the fame Liberty, which they found 
troublefom to maintain, difpos'd their Minds to 
particular Dependencies. 

Their JLove for their Country, and their Zeal 
for the Publick Good, were exhaufted in the ftreft 
of the War againft H^»»/^<?/, where the Afleftion 
*^d Virtue of the Citizens wetit\)t^otA\Jc\& ^^- 
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pedacion of the Republick. Men had fpent their 
Blood and Tre^fure for the Publick, which was 
yet in a Capacity to give any Recompence to 
Private. Men. The Severities even of the Senate 
}iaA iocfeai'd that o f the Laws on fome Occaiiom, 
and the Rigour which had been ufed towards tho 
PrifojEiers that were taken at the BaasI of Ctivna, 
■flexed every Body very fenfibl) ; bat People M- 
fcrtd it patiently, at a time when they thought 
U was Jpeir common Incereft to endure all things. 
Sofoon as thc^- had lefs to fear, they thought the 
■ Kecsffity of fufFering was at an end ; and every 
im& haviog exhaufted their Stock of Docility and 
Patiepce, befure the Conclufion of their Misfor- 
£[vnvies, ibey bore with Rehi&an<yt wh»E they 
imagin'd was impofed upon them wichptjt NeeeJ^t/, 
by the foLe Pleafure of the Magifirates. 

'Twas rhps that the (irft-Difgufts were .form'd, 
• from whence it came to pafs, that Men left the 
Republick, to cultivate their own private Intereft ; 
fought new Engagements in Society, and chofe 
am^^ncft themfelvcs fuch PerfonSjas moft deferved 
their AiT-taicns. 

In thib Difpofition of Mind, Scifio prefented 
bjmfelf to the Romans, with all the Qualities that ' 
Biay gain tire Efleem and Favour of Men. He 
was nobly defcended, and in him fhone with 
equal Lultre the Goodnefs and Charms of an ex- 
cellem Natiiral Difpoiltion. He had an admirable 
Grearntfs and Coiirage ; and a fweet, affable, and 
beneficent Temper j he was vehement and earn- 
efl to infpire his Refolution and Confidence in 
Pub!ick i polite and agreeable in private Conver- 
fation, for the moft refined Pleasure of Friend- 
fiiip J his Socl was lofty, but Serene ; more fen- 
fible of Glory than ambitious of Power. He 
fought lefs to diftinguifh himfelf by Authority, or 
the Splendor of Fortune, than by the Difficulties 

of 
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of faf s Undercakuigs^ and the Merit of his Adi* 
pns. Add CO fo many things^ that in him^ hap- 
py Succefles always anfwered high Dtfigns ; and 
to crown all^ he had poffefs'd the People wKh an 

Opinion^ That be ftt 4hut nothing witUut the Ai^ 
vice^ and never a&ed v/itbout the jiffifiance of tb^ 

'Tis no Wonder^ that iach a Man as I havo 
here defcribed^ fhould at trad the Affi^ons of the 
People^ which they were ready enough to gpive 
him of themfelves^ and difengage many from a 
^ Republick^ for which they had already entertained 
* a Difgufl. Thus the Will of a Per(bn fo virtuous^ 
was preferred to Laws^ which perhaps wei:e not 
fo equitable. 

As for SeifiOy he ufed all the engaging Ways of 
Humanity and Affability ; and laying aiide the 
Priftine Severity of Difcipline^ he commanded 
with Gentlenefs, Troops that obeyed him with 

Kfftdtion. I ^ know very well that fome Seditions 
fbat happen d in his Camp are afcrih'd to his Eafinefs : 
But^ if I dare adventure to fay itj *twas a Misfortime 
almoft necejfary at that time. 'Twas a new Spirit in 
the Repuhlick^ which was prejudicial to the Govern^ 
tnent ; yet^ without this Spirit y the Commonwealth 
^ould have been rmndy ,and Scipio alone was capable 
to infpire it. ^Twas not fufficient to maintain , Order 
among t be Citizens, according to the Genius of their an* 
dent Legijlators ; there was alfo need of that of a Heroe 
of lefs jevere Virtues^ to animate defponding Soldiers 
againfi Hannibal^ and give them the Confidence of 
being able to overcome. The Affairs of Rome were 
fo defperate, that nothing lefs than Heroical Qualities, 

and 



* This Pafage^ani another which will he found a little lower^ 
both in Italick, are extraSed out of i( Manufcci^t w&icli «ati 
^ft in tie Han^s of Mr. WaUei. 
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enJ ibt Opinion of Divine Affifiame, could have retrte- 
vtd tbtm. 

Tis certain that- never had any Roman General 
fhewn fo great a Capai^ky, nor managed Affairs 
fo well i never were Legions fo zeal 'Us to behave 
themfelves gallantly, and n^ver was Common- 
wealth fo well fcrved, tho' by a Principle, dif- 
ferent from that ot the Common- Wealth. 

'Fahiuj and Cato*^ were fenfible of this Evil, 
and omitted nothing to hinder the ill EfFetfts of 
it. Biit in truth, they mixed the Soucnels of their 
Paffions with it; and the Envy they bore to -this 
Great Man, had as great a Share in their Oppo- 
&ions, as their Jealoulie of Liberty. 

That which is extraordinary, the Corrupter re- 
main'd a good Man amongft ibofe whom he cor- 
rupted, and adled more nobly than thofe who op- 
pofed the Corruption. And, indeed, he made all 
things (ubfervient to the Advantage Of the Com- 
mnn- Wealth, from which he had brought off 
ntliers ; and was only guilty of ferving it with the 
fame Ciu«litie5,wi[h which he might have ruhi'dit. 

J own indeed, that by the Maxims of fo jealous 
a Government, feme Alarm might be reafonably 
taken. 

A Soul fo elevated, .is thought incapable of Mo- 
deration ; a Defire of Glory fo paifionate, is hard- 
ly to be diftinguifh'd from Ambition, which makes 
us afpire to Power. A Confidence (b uncommon, 
is not remote from extraordinary Undertakings : 
In a word, the Virtues of Heroes are fufpeded 
among Cinzens j nay, I dare affirm, that his pre- 
tending a Commerce with ihe Gods, which is fo 
advantageous to Legifl.itors for the Foundation of 
a State, feeni'd, in a private Perfon of dangerous 
Confequence to an eftablifli'd Common- Wealth. 

Scipio, 

* ne Ceafoi. 
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Seifio, Was therefore unhappy, in affording Ap- 
pearances contrary to his Intentions ^ which fer- 
ved as a Pretence for the Malice of his Rivals, ani 
s» a Ground for the Precaution of alarm'd Per- 
fons. 

, Hereupon a Man of Integrity is firft fufpedted, 
and a little after, an Innocent accufed : He was 
able to anfwer and juftify himfelf ; bur, if the Ex- 
preffion may be allowed liiCj there is an Heioick 
Innocence as well as Courage. ■ "thus he neglefl- 
efl the common Forms, which innocent Perfons 
of the ordinaiy Stamp are oblig'd to fubmit to ; 
and inftead of anfwering his Accufers, he causd 
Thanks to be return'd to the Gods for his Viiitories, 
when they demanded of him an Account of his 
Adions. All the People foUow'd him to the 
Cafitolj to the Shame of thofe that profecuted him : 
And the better to juftify the Sincerity of his De- 
figns, and the Purenefs of his Virtue, he facrificed 
his Refentments to the Publick, chufmg rather to 
live at a Diftance from Romty by complying wttU 
the Ingratitude of fome Citizens, than to make 
himfelf the Maflerof it, by an unjuft UfLirpation. 
So maity Noble Qualities oblig'd Livy to pitch 
upon that great Man for his Heroe, and to allow 
him a nice Preference to the reft of the Romans. 

If other Generals gain'd more Battels, and ,re- 
duc'd more Cities, yet they did not defeat Hamibal^ 
. nor conquer Carthage : If they knew how to com- 
mand others as well as he, they knew not how 
to command themfelves, and be equally Mafters 
of their FafTions in the Hurry of Buflnefs, and the 
Repofe of a private Life. 

I leave it undetermin'd whether he was the 
grcatefl, but, if I dare aflirm what Livjr hath but 
infinuaied, take him altogether, he was the moft 
deferving Perfon. He had the Virtue of the 
ancient Rmam^ but cultivated and poliflied \ ati^ 
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the KnowieJge and Capacity of che laft, without 
any Mixture of Corruption. 

HoweveTj it is to be acknowledged, that his 
A^ons were more advantageous to the Common- 
wealth, than his Virtues. The Roman Peopl6 
had too deep a Senfe of his excellent Qualities, 
and applied thcmfelves fo particulatly to him, that 
they facrific'd their Duty to the Publick, in follow^ 
ing the piivate Suggeftions of tlieir Will. 

The Humanity of 5«/i(o, did in Time, produce 
unhappy EfFe<5ts, for it taught the Generals hiw 
to make themfelves belov'd : And as 'tis natural 
for all Things to degenerate, an agreeable Com- 
mand was followed by an unworthy Coraplaif- 
ance j and when Virtues were wanting to procure 
Efteem and Friendfliip, they employed all the 
Merhods of Bribery and Corruption. Thefe were 
the miferable Eifefts of this particular Genius,- 
which was Noble and Glorious in. its beginning, 
but did afterwards produce the Ambitious and the 
Covetous J the Gorrupters, and the Corrupted. 

1 may nAd, That had it not been for the attraBive 
Charm o/Scipio'j Virtues, the fierce and untraSiabk Spi- 
rit of Equality that fiv ay d the OW Romans, hadfub- 
fijled a long time i A Citizen would haije made kfs Am- 
plication to another j and thii Application li^ould not 
have produc d an infenfible Dependence, which tends to 
the Ruin of Liberty ^ But then again, had it not been 
for the Auuremtnts of tbofe very Virtues, the Romans 
■would never have reco-ver'd the Defpondencj into which 
the Feijro/' Hannibal had caji 'em ; And the fame Men, 
iifbo afterwards became Mafiers of the JVorld, would^ 
perhaps, ha-ve been fubjeS to the Carthaginians. 

This, at lead, may be faid in behalf of the Dif- 
gufts which the Romans had for the Republick, 
that if the People difengag'd themfelves from the 
Love of the Laws, they only did it to iectle theic 
^flfcftions on virtuous Perfons; 

Th(i 



MoHfem de St tvttttMu uf 

"if he komans came to that pafs, t^t tfiey dbttfi- 
difd their Laws^ as the Sentiments o( 6td Lt^^ 
OitotSy which pught not to be a l^ule t6 ehtir 
Age ; and the Sentiments of ScipU were looildt 
iipon as living and animated Laws. 

As for Scifh, he turn'd all the Regard eh^ hldf 
for his Perfon^ to the Service of the Piimck j 
but defiriog to foften the Aufierity of Duty, hf 
the Allurement of Glory, he, perhaps, fuffer'd . 
hynfelf to be carried a little too far in this Point; 
.and at kome particularly, where the Citizeiis lad 
appeared .Criminal, when they attrad^d coo &- 
VcJurable an Efteem. 

This new GiniUi which fucceeded the Publick 
Spirit^ encourag'd the Romans for a long While 
to the Performance of Great and Noble Aftidns^ 
which they atchjev^d with a generous Vigour ana 
Induftry, to which they were Strangers bef<9re s 
For the Love of our Country makes us, indeed^ 
facrifice our Fortunes, and even our Lives for its 
Safety j but Ambition and Defire of Glory are 
greater Incentives to our Induftry, than that firtt 
Paffion, which is always virtuous and noble^ but 
rarely cunning and ingenious. 

To this (jenius was owing the Defeat of Ha^ 
nlbaly and the Ruin of Carthage j the Humbling 
oi Antiochusy and the Conquelt or Subjedion of 
all the Greeks : So that we may fay with Realbn, 
that' it was advantageous to the Grandeur, but 
fatal to the Liberty of the Common- Wealth. 

At length, they ^vere as much out of Humoof 
with this, as they were with the Love of the Rc- 
publicku That Efteem, that noble Inclination of 
Men of Virtue, feem*d ridiculous to thofe that 
refolv'd to confider nothing but themfelves. Ho- 
nour began to be accounted a Chimera ; Glory, 
a meer Vanity j and every one bafely purfu d his 

"n private Intereft, whereby Vv^ \)wav\^^ Vfe 

w*d his good Senfe and judgpEv^tv\» \K^^ 



laS Mifcellaneous Works of 

Now the Genius of Self-Interefl, which (\ic^ 
ceeded that of Honour, aded differently amojigft 
the Romans^ according to the Diverfity of Tem- 
pers. 

Thofe that poffefled a true Greatnefs of Mind, 
ftrove to acquire Power; mean Souls contented 
themfelves by heaping up Riches, all manner of 
ways. 

As Men do not fall, of a fudden, into an abfo- 
■ lute Corruption, there was a gentle Aiding from 
Honour to Intereft, where both one and t'other 
fubfifted in the Republick, but with different 
Refpeifts. There was Honour preferv'd in fbme 
particular Ai^ions, and nothing but Infamy in 
others, 

A general Corruption crept at Rome, in Affairs 
that related to the Citizens. Integrity became 
every Day more rare ; Juftice was in a mannet 
banifh'd ; the Defire of growing Rich, was the 
predominant Padion ; and conllderabls Perfons 
applied their Induftry to the making themfelves 
Matters of what did not belong to them. But 
ftilt there was a Face of Dignity kept up, in re- 
lation to Strangers; and the moil depraved at 
Home, fhew'd themfelves jealous of the Glory of 
the Roman Name Abroad. 

Nothing was more unjuft than the Judgment of 
the Senators ; nothing fo fordid as their Avarice; 
yet at the fame time the Senate religiouHy pre- 
ferv'd their Dignity ; and never were they more 
zealous to hinder the Majefty of the Raman People 
from being violated. 

This Senate, iu other things fo much aban- 
don'd to Intereft, and fo corrupted, together with 
the reft of the Citizens, voted with the fame high 
Spirit as Scifio could have had, when they were 
to deal with an Enemy. In the time of a great 
Corruption, they could not bear the fliameful 
Treaty 
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Treaty that * Adandnui ftruck up with the Nitmin- 
tiaes ; and that miferable Conful was oblig'd to go 
and deliver up himfelf into their Hands, with all 
manner of Difgrace. Graechut, who had a Share 
in the Peace, as being Qusftor in the kinyy ctf 
Manclnui, in vain endeavour'd to fupport him; 
his Credit was of no Service i and his Eloquence 
employed to no purpofe. 

As nieit happien'd through Gracchus^ one of the 
moft Important Toms of the Common- Wealth, 
aifd, ^rhaps, the Rife of att thofe Commotions 
dne aicerwardt diilurb'd it, it will -not be ami& to 
gtre his Charafter. 

He was a Perfon veiy conliderable for his Birth, 
the Adrantages of his Body, and the Qualities of 
his Mind ; of a Genius oppofite to that of Great 
Seifhy from whom his Mother Cornelia was de- 
fcended j more ambitious of Power, than anima- . 
Ced by a Defire of Glory, unlefs it were that of 
Eloquence, which was neceflary at Rome, to gain 
Credit, and make mis felf fofular. ' He had a 
great and lofty Soul j but fitter to embrace new, 
or revive antiquated Things, than folidly to pur- 
iiie thofe already eftabliHi'd. His Integrity made 
him fcorn all Thoughts of Money, in regard to,;r 
himfelf; tho' when he advanc'd the Incereft of ' 
others, 'tis certain, he always did it with fome 
h Pel^n. However, the JLove of Virtue was na- 
' T tural 



* lit Conful, C. HoAilius Mancimis, havii^ ietn ftvnal 
,Hmtt dffiatU hy the Nunniiiincs, fitfer'd bmfelf to be eooft 
mf in hi Camp, vilfi an Army «f Tbiity Thmi/and Men, wbifh 
tt cottlinot other wift f toe, than J7 Matin; aTteaty with 
tit £nentj, wbtrehj hit Sfldiert were oilig d to deliver up nil 
iitir Jnu : Jt which the Senate vtre fo ineent'd. That they 
.fyia hack MaDCimn, hound Hand and Foot to /£« Mumantinei, 
|i«f they ni^bt %fe bin at they thought ft t iut the Nuinan- 
Atm would not rteevot him, Su FImus'i jhikaent of LiT(« 
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tur^l enough to him^ and the Hatred of Vice y^$ 
much more. He had a Compaifion for the Op- 
preited ; but more Animofity againft the Oppref- 
fors : So chat his Paffion prevaUtne over his Virr 
tue/ he infenfibly abborr'd the Perlon?, more than 
fhe Crimes. 

Several great Qualities made him adinired a- 
piongft the Romans; tho\ at the fame time^ he 
was not M^ft^r <^f one in a juft Degree. H^s 
Engagements carried him farther than he thought 
fitnruj his Refolation turn'd into a fort of ob- 
liinate StifFnefs^ and thofe Virtues which might 
^ave been ufeful to the Republick^ became fb 
piany advantageous Talents for Faftion. 

In my Opinion^ ther? is neither Niceiiefs nqr 
Moderation in the Ji^dgtnenfs that have been 
franfmitted to us concerning him. Thofe thafc 
have lembrac'd the Party of the Senate^ haye re* 
prefented him as a hot furious Man ; and the 
Fartifans of the People^ as a trpe protedor of Li« 
berty : Now if fee(Til» tg me^ that his Dedgns^ in 
the ma^n, w^rp honeft, and that he naturally ha* 
fed all manner of Injuftice ; but Oppofition put 
(hefe good Intentions into aFennent and Diforder. 
ipontradidion having incens'd him againft thofe 
that oppofed hini, he purfu'd by ^ Spirit of Fa- 
^ionj what he h^d begun with a Principle pf 
Virtue. This, in my Opinion, was the true Ge- 
pius of CracciHSy who ftirr'd up the People againft 
the Senate. Let's now confider, whatDifpofition 
^he People were in. 

After having dene great Services to the State^ 
tl^c People found themfelve? expofed to the Op- 
preffion of the J^ich; and particularly to that of 
the Senators, who by their Authority, or othcfr 
unfi^ir Methods, robb'd the Commons of their 
fm^ll ^o^e^oni. Thus continual Injuries had 

ilkmtod fhc Hearts pf* tU^ Hu\^>i^^^V^^^ 
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out entertaining^ as yet^ any ill Intentions^ they 
iiifiered this Tyranny with Grief j and as they 
were really more miferable than leditious^ they 
expeded^ rather than (ought after a Deliverance 
from this unfortunate Condition. 

I thought it neceflary^ to defcribe the Senate^ ' 

Gracchus^ and the People^ before I entered upon 
that violent Ag^tation^ which afterwards fliook the 
Common-Wealth. 

We may^. therefore^ imagine the Senate unjuft^ 
corrupt^ but concealing the Infemy at Home^ bv 
maintaining their Affairs with Dignity abroad* 
Our Idea of Grucobus, will reprefent him to us^ 
as a Perfon tha^had great Talents^ but fitter 
wholly to ruin a corrupted Common- Wealthy 
than to reAore it to its Purity by a wife Refor<- 
mation. As for the People^ they were not difaf- 
feded^ but could not tell how to bear their Mi- 
fery^ nor how to employ themfelves after the Lofs 
of their Pofleffions. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

Monfieur de St. Evremond^ as was mentioned in bis 
Life^ bavhg refofi/d. to go over into Holland in the . 
Tear 166^^ left bis Pafers in the Cufiody of bis good 
Friend Mr. Waller j but upon its rettsm to London^ 
in 1670^ be fotmd^ that the fame were lofi during the 
great Plague j and^ among the refiy tbe Seven following 
Chapters, which could never be recover d} and Mr. de 
St. Evremond would not take the Trouble to write them 
ever again ; So that we have only the'Summary Titles 
of them, viz* 
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t Qmius of the Roman Pa^J wbgn 
yx^xt&^poffeffed btpjelf tif the King' 
4om of Kumidi^. ^did Interefl fre^ 
iltominant, as to their Affairs Ahoadf 
^ it bad keen hag before at Home. The 
irfamoiu Cbara&er of tbofe Perfms, 
jpbo were fitft emplofd itf tbif Afftur* 
Vjfw T^per of Spaurifsf 
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CHAP. X, 

y^ar mamagd ^ Metellus. Hix CbaraSferi 
arid that of Jvigurtha. The Pride an4 
JJaughtinefs of the Nobility* 



CHAP. XI. 

\e CbaraSter of Marius ; his Arrogance^ 
The Genius of the Beofle^ and the S^ 
tit of FaSiion againfl the Senate, Thei . 
People fuberior to the Senate ; tbeir la* 
fettttoufneft, 
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AmfforUjf ,ii^ tifc Sindtt, Mtd/opprefes 
tbep40fU, Spmethin^pf l^cta^^f fad 
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the Stdte <f kodie^ sUid the Oemki bf 
the Rpmam a^ the time cf GgtiKn^ 
Cmfpiracy. Hii CharaSir^ together iPtth , 
that of dodius. The Banilbtfteut ef 
0<;crp, md bis Ch0t4^et'. ! 
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th Stdte of jtome, aPi&<»t ||r,9 G(ti;^«iiy^ 
w^s dmded h^een Pompey> Gae^ty 
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ttheMottvei of the QivH Mat htislNisii 
'-' -j^ompe^ and Gxfan tb^ CharoBer* 
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Horn the Sendtf was afftBtd to Pom* 
pey, out tHe PiopU P» Caciar, The 
Smtimms of the former^ conarmni the 
'" Refvblicl His Pwer eflMlbei, at 
the BxptHct of the PMok Uberp. 
Csfar X politick and gradual Steps to- 
wards ahfolwte Sway,. 



CHAP, XVI. 

* • • 

(^ Augi^us ; bis Government ; and bis 

Genius, 

I Will not meddle with the Beginnings of the 
Life of Augufiui^ which Were too tragical j I 
only intend to confider him after his Acceffion to 
Ihe Empire : And^ in my Opinion^ never did 
Government deferve more particular Obfervations^ 
dian his. 

After the Tyranny of the Triumvirate; and the 
Defblation occaHond by the Civil War^ he re- 
. fblv'd^ at lengthy to govern by Reafon^ a People 
fubjeAed by Force ; and being difgufted with 
Violence^ which^ perhaps^ the Neceffity of his 
Affairs had forc'd upon him ; He knew how to 
eftablifli a happy Subjedion^ farther diftant from 
Slavery^ than from the ancient Liberty. 

Augufius was none of thofe^ who place the Ad- 
vantage of Sovereignty^ in the Rigour of Obe- 
dience ; who take no Pleafure in the Service 
which is done them^ but for the Neceffity which 
they impofe upon others to ^iforai it« 
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This Refinement of Government was carried to . * 
fuch a Point of Nicety, under fonie of the Em- 
perors, that Subjefls were not permictcd to feem 
willing to bear that, which others thought fit to 
impofe on them. A Difgrace that was receiv'd 
without a fiiew of deep borrow ■ a Bahifiiment 
that was cheerfully complied withj in illort, an 
eafie Submiflion to every Thing that was enjoln'd;' 
caufed the Difguft of the Prince : To obey him 
as he would have it, a Man was oblig'd to obey 
him in fpight of himfelf ; but then it highly con- 
cern'd him, to be very cautious in his Relu^ance J 
for when the latter broke out with Blutter, it did 
\>\it provoke the more Refefttmenc and Anger ,i 
So that the poor Rom'am were hard put to it, td 
find a nice Medium between two Eitrcmes, equal- 
ly dangerous. 

Augtijitts judg'd quite otherwife of the Matter : 
He was of Opinion, that the beft W^v (o com- 
mand Men, was to gain their 'AfFedtions, before 
Duties were exaded from them : And, indeed, (b 
fuccefsful was he, in perfuading them cf the \J^q~ 
fiilnefs of his Orders, that the People [bought 
lefs of the Obligation they lay uHder to per- 
form them, than of the Advantage they found in 
them. 

One of his greateft and conflant Cares Wai, to 
make the Romans tafte the Happinefs of his Govern- 
ment, and to make his Power, as far as he could, 
infenfible to them. He rejeiaed thofe verVjiyamei 
that might be difpleafing, and above all Thirigs the 
■Title of DICTATOR, detefled in syUa, and 
odious even in C^/^tr. 

The greatcll part of thofe PerfoilS that faife 

(heir Fortunes, affume new Titles to authorize 3 

Power ; But he was for concealing a new 

under ufual Names, and ordinary Digni- 

Ac caus'd himfelf to be called EMPE- 

2_^ T 4 ^Ci^i 
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ROR, from time to time, to prcferre his Au- 
thority over the Legions ; he made himfelf to be 
created Trihune, to manage the People ; and 
Prince of the Senate, to govem that Body j but 
when he had re-united in his Perfon, fo many 
different Powers, he alfo charg'd himfelf with 
different Cares, and really became the Overfeec 
of the Armies, the People, and the Senate, when 
he made himfelf Mupr of them all : So that he 
employ 'd his Power, only to takeaway the Con- 
fufion that was grown Univerfal. He reftor'd 
the People to their Rights, and retrench'd no- 
thing but Caballing at the Ele^ton of Magi- 
flrates : He Ukewife reftor'd the Senate to their 
ancient Splendor, after he had banifti'd Cor- 
ruption ; for he contented himfelf with a wo^e* 
rate Power, which did not afford him the Liberty 
of doing III i but would have it ahfolmt, when 
he refolv'd to impofe upon others theNeceflity of 
doing well. 

Thus the People loft no other Branch of their 
liberty, but that of being Seditious j nor the Se- 
nate any Part of their Power, but that of being 
Unjufi. In » Wari, liberty loft noching but the 
Diforders it may occafioo, and noching of the 
Happinefs it may produce. 

After he had eHablifhed fo good an Order, he 
found himfelf agitated by different Thoughts, and 
confidered a long time with himfelf, whedier he 
ibould keep the Empire, or reftore the People to 
their priftine Liberty. The Examples oiSy&a and 
C^far, notwithftanding their Difference, made an ' 
equal Impreffion in favour of the taft Opinion. 
He confider'd that SyUa, who bad voluntarily quit- 
ted the Didatorihip, died peaceably in the midft 
of his Enemies ; and that Cafar, for having kepc 
it, was murder'd by his moft intimate Friendf, 
who gloey'd in the Aftiott. 

\Vx«ra 
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I tttdw Tecfcs fuit but ill with this Sotefiiii 
Subjeft : Yet thcrfe of CetntitU^ about the Sif. 
paicc AM^$fiusw^ in^ will not be anrifi in this 
Fhce ; (moe he makes the Romans 4>eak hwtcs 
dntti they ipeak theotfehres i 

. S Y LL A ff$a freeeii dans c< Pbisvoir Smfremei 

&Hn Onlji different torn deux fmit regardi^ 
^e Am itn efi demis^ & f autre Fa gtareU. 
Mids Pim^ cruel^ bariare^ e/t mort aim^, troH^pdte^ 
Comme ih$ ten Citojm dans U Sein de fa VHk ; 
' Uamre^ tout debomtaire, au milien dm 'Senat^ 
A vu trancber fes jours Par un Affaffnat. 

Corneille'i GINN A, a Trm 
A(*. U. SceneX ^ 

• . 

SYLLA did Qiice fuftain that SoTereign Pow^^ 
Which my ilhtftrious Father, C ^SA% boret 
%xxt differentViews theirTfaoughts did entertaini| 
So one T^/^V, what t'other dM rtf am. 
Yet, ^ruef 5;>fl* dy'd in (oft Repofe, 
. like a good Citizeii that bad no Foes; 
t'When C^far^ who with ^m^fe ildfergr reigli'd^ • 
"^Was^butchci^d, in^he Senate, by a Priend. • 

I 

llrQggling with fo troublefom an Uncertslinty^ 
fad dttbover'a the Perfilexity of his Soul to his-two 
ptincipat 'Friends, j^rifpaznd Mec^enas: Agripfa^ 
liMbtf ^bsid gained hhn the Empire by his Valour^ 
aaEhrakd^him to lay it down, and this from a Prin* 
of ' Moderation ; unlefs, perhaps, he had 
concealed Ends : And miding himfelf a 
jl gj ilitei . Warrior than Ju^ufius was, he cxpefted 
™^4ftaef Employments of^ the Common- Wcalth| 
-aiii^its%eftoration. 

Wfbr Jktecanas v^o had no Share id the Vi^« 
t» idrifed him to retain what Conqjieft ^%^ 
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giftn him j and amongft othpr Reafoos^ he fati^cl 
HOC to urge the Confideration of the j^ublick^ 
which, he pretended, could not be fupported 
witlK>ut Augufius : But allowing it might be fo in 
fbme meafure, he followed, in efie^, his Inclina^ 
tion for the Perfon of his Prince, and his own pri- 
TatelnterefL 

. Mtcdmas w2$ an honeft Man j but gentlernatu- 
red and tender, and more affcded by the Sweets 
of Life, than by thofe folid Virtues, which were, 
dheemed in the Common* Wealth. He was In- 
genious, but given to hii Pleafures ; but more ca^ 
Eabl6 of advifing than ading : So that finding 
imfelf weak, lazv, and purely cut out for the 
fOabinet, he hopea to obtain from his Addrels 
with a nice Emperor, what he could not expe^ 
from the Roman t'eople ; where he muft have 
raifed himftlf bv tus own Abilities, and Perform- 
^ees^ and aded vigoroudy by himfelf.^ 

; To return from the Perfons to the Thing, the 
Empire was retained by his Advice.; yet after the 
Refolution of keeping ft was taken, Augufius made 
a Compliment jof refigning it to the Senate. 
. Some looked upon, this as a great Inftance of 
^ Moderation j many acknowledged the great Inte- 
grity of the Offer ; but all truly agreed in this 
Point, to refufe the ancient Liberty. One would 
have faid, that there was a Conteft of Civilities^ 
which concluded in a common Satisfadion on 
both fides : For Augu^us governed the Empire by 
the Senate, and the Senate was governed by 
Autufius. 

A Government fo temperate, pleas'd every Bo- 
dy J and the Prince followed no lefs his Intereft 
tnerein, than his moderate Temper ; for after all 
We pals with much Reludance from Liberty to 
Subjedion ; and he might efteem himfelf happy to 
command a h^^ People in what manner foever. 




^ B^fidcis^ the fatal Exattiple of Cie/^r oblig'd him 
periiaps^ CO follow a different Gondud^ to aroid 
the lame End. The Great J^iimf, who was bom^ 
if I may fo fpeak^ in a Fadion oj^fite to the Se^ 
iiate^ had always a fecret Delire to dpprefs it j and 
finding that that gr^t Body oppofed his Delignsi 
in the Givil War^ he conoeiv'd a new Arerfioii 
for itj<altho' he had ihewed a great deal oi good 
Nature and Clemency to the Senators in partieiH 
lar. After his Return to Rome, feeing himfelf fe« 
cure of the People^ and the Legions^ he little- re^ 

Sarded the Senate ; and even treated them widt 
ifolejnce upon fome Occafions j fo difficult is it fir 

Tiffins if the greateft Moderatimy not to fixrget tiennh' 
films in a great Fortune ! Now it is certain^ that tSm 
iiaughty Pride of his^ incenfed a great many Per«- 
fons^ and produced^ or^ at leaft accelerated tte 
Confpiracy by which he perifli'd. 

jiuguftns, one of the warielt Princes of the 
Worlds did not £iil making the bed: ufe of an 
Obfervation fo neceffary ; and fcarce was he poT- 
fefled of the Empire by the Legipns^ but he re* 
Iblved to govern it by the Senate. He knew the 
Violence of the Soldiers, and the tumultuous Tem« 
per of the People, both appearing to him, more 
TO -to be employed on any ludden Occalion, than 
eailie to be managed, when it is once over. 

He therefore had a mind to found the Govern* 
ment upon the Senate, as the beft conftituted B^ 
^, and moft capable of Wifdom and Juftice ; but 
at the fame time he fecured the Legions, and thd 
People to himfelf, by Donatives and Ads of 
•G^race. Thus, as I have already obfcrved, every 
6ne was pleafed, and Augufius found in his Mode- 
ntion, fhe real Safety of bis Perfon, and his Pow-«^ 
tr. In which refped he was, in truth, extreamly 
fortunate, there being nothing fo happy- in this 
XifCj as for a Man to be able with Honour^ to 
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ptufue his Inclination, and his Intereft at the fai 
time. 

I will not excufe his Beginning ; but I makd 
no quefUon, but that during the Violence of the Trii 
xunviTnttf he did much Violence to himfelf. Til' 
certain, that he naturally hated the cruel Tempos 
of Mariui, Syllaj and fuch Ukc ; he hated thofil 
fierce Souls who feal but an imperfeft Pleafure itt 
being Mafters, if they don't make their Power 
felc by others ,- who place Greatnefs in being 
dreaded ; and the Happinefs of their ConditioD| 
Ml making Perfons miferable, at their Pleafure. 

He had found by Experience, that an honcft 
Man makes himfelf tirft unhappy, when he makes 
others fo ^ and he was never lo well fatisfied, as 
when he law himfelf in a Capacity of doing Good, 
according to his own Inclination ; after he had 
l)een forced to do fome ill things againft it. He 
always aimed at the Succcfs of hts Aifairs^ but 
then he defired that they fhould tend to the pub- 
lick Advantage of Mankind j and in all his Un- 
dertakings> confidered lefs the Glory, than the 
Benefit. During his Govemtuent, no War was 
negleded that might be ufeful; and he left ihofe 
Wars for Heroes, that are purely for Glory. 

This made him come to an Accommodation 
with the Paribiam, and lay afide the Projcift which 
C^far entertain'd a little before he was murther'd. 
This made him rej?i£t the Propo&l of a War in 
Gtrmatiy, wherein he difcovered no real Intereft j 
This made him fet Bounds to the Empire, what- 
ever Interpretation Tacitus has ^ven of fo prudent 
a Counfel. In a word, he fuSer'd himfelf to be 
little govern'd by Opinion, Noife or Vanity. He 
efleemcd a folid Reputation, which renders the 
Life of Men more pleafant and fecure. 

'Tis true indeed, that ySufuffut had but an indif- 
krent Talent for War ; aad if we commend his 
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Wi0Bn*«kd*liis Cftpfi^rcy^ we amft Htx cotDtnead 
lib IWoor tiitf verfsliy. 

AWkiiw^iA P0&f4, cained on the fifft War againft 
^i4Mft«9ry 0f whdc^ Axpi^us alone reaped the Ad- 
lliBM^e.' He gained but little Glory in that of 
Jfcwjj^ wrbtch was wholly managed and concla«- 
^\»^Ambof^. The Ruin ciAntbm^ was the £f- 
ttkft m U$ ]^a9on for CUopatra, and the Valour of 
j^yMvw .jAt^i^uf had but a little Share in thefe 
Battos, yec ^or all i^t obtained the Empire. Not 
U^^lklKfL he was in fe?6ral Fights^, and even 
limtfMtod in fome : But with more Succeis for his 
$dB&nj than Glory for his Perfon. And^ indeol, 
0bb Ttidi Legion, fomewhat infQlent upon the 
Score of the high Efteem the Great C^far had 
Ibrifaeffl^could iiot bear with the Nephew^ wheo* 
(trer th^ remembred the Uncle; whi^h ocxafi» 
jMiTd their b^g disbanded^ for mewing a Did 
iefpee^ to him, in his very Prefence. Howw 
fver, he made an admirable IJfe of War, both 
for the Advancement of his own Intereft^ and 
chat of the Emfwe. Never did Prince know 
|iow to give bettei^ Orders^ nor repaired more 
wHfingly^ whitberfoever the Exigence of Affiun 
^rd him ; whether intd Egyp^ Sfam^ Oaul, Cef^ 
pumy^ or tht Eafi. 

Yet after all^ the World was fenfible that War 
did not agree with his true Genius j and altho' he 
friumph'd with univerfal Appla^fe^ it was well 
knowp, that his ^euteaants were ib9 Conque* 
iron. 

He 



: f Mark Aothoiqr, wlo, wiu tejffging D^ Bmtttf, om «/ J. 
CaB&r'i Murtberers^ in Modeasu Aiitnony was Meatei h§^ 
jbre that t^wi^ iut tU two ConfulSf A. Hirtiui, ^n^C, Vibiul 
ftofa, ptifln thief it all ifhicB vcn much contrihtttd t0 tii' 
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He would hare pafid for a great Captain in 
the time of thofe Emperors, who either through 
their want of Valour^ or falfe Ideas of Greatneis^ 
durfl not^ or thought it below their Dignity^ to 
take the ConduA of Armies upon them | But as 
he liT'd in an Age^ wherein a Man could not re« 
commend himfelf but by his own Exploits ; and^^ 
in particular^ fucceeded Cdfar^ who owed alt to 
bsmielfy it was a Difadvantage to him^ to be more 
beholden to others than to himfel£ 

But it was not fo in the Givil Government 
wherein the Senate did nothing that was wife and 
gcod^ but what Augu/us fuggefted to them. The 
GW rftbe State was his firft Thought j and he did 
not onderftand by the Good of the State, a vaia 
and fantaftical Name, but the real Benefit of thofe 
that compofed it. His own firft ; ( for it is noe 
reafonaUe that a Man ihou'd quit the Pleafures of 
a private Life, to abandon himfelf to the Cares of 
the Publick, unlefs he finds his' own Advantage in 
it ) and next, that of his People, which he ever 
thought infeparable from his own. 

Thofe who had perform'd the greateft Service 
were entitled to his firft Regard ; and under him 
Merit advanced thofe, whom it would have ruin'd 
under his SuccefTors ; when Crimes were lefs dan« 
gerous than Virtues. Agrippa had not fo great a 
ihare in his Confidence, as Aiecsenas ; but his great 
Qualities rendered him much more confiderable ; 
and having gain'd fuch an Intereft in Rtnn^ that 
jiugnfifts found himfelf obliged, either to get ridof 
him, or make him his abfolute Creature, he ra* 
ther chofe to give him his Daughter, notwith- 
ftanding the Meannefs of his Birch, than hearken 
to what Jealoufie might fuggeft to him. As for 
Mmanaiy as he was more agreeable, and more 
f'^r/pd in the Clof^t, fp he had the grater Inti- 
macy with him^ both as to b^ ?V&aC\ue$ and Se- 
crccs, Au^u^u( 
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' * ^ugu^ttivizs benificem to hU Courtiers, and 
- was glad to fee, that the Romani heretofore fo 
jealous of their Liberty, would make an Advan- 
tage of his Favours. Thus they made it their 
particular Bufinefs to pleafe Augufius, and the ma- 
king one's Court became a Man's tme Intereft : 
Tho' iipt the moft confiderable. The Mtrit which 
related to the Service of the State, was preferr'd 
befoie that which was acquir'd by a pevotion to 
his Perfop : The firft of which he all along took 
care to encourage himfelf by his own Difcourfes ; ' 

never mentioning what was due to him, buc 
always what he himfelf ow'd to the Republick. 

However, as we , never beheld a Man fo uniforrn 
in his AAIons, who did not, now and then, de- 
part from the general Habit and ConduA of his 
■ Life j fb jiugu^Hi pleaded one Day in defence 
of- a Friend ' of his, that was accus'd of a horri- 
ble Villany ; and who, in all appearance, was ac- 
quitted only out of rcfped to the Emperor. This 
cou'd not be done without ofTendirjg Good Men. j 
but yet he exprefs'd fo much Moderation in keep- 
ing the Forms, and in bearing with the Freedom 
of thofe, who anfwer'd him fomewhat fmartly, 
that he foon regain'd their AfFedJons ; and even 
thofe that were moft offended, recovering their 
Indignation, excus'd the Injuftice of proteAiog 
a wicked Man, by the Generofity that appear'd ra , 
not deferting a Friend. 

The Men of Letters had a gi'eat ftiare In his 
Familiarity ^ amongft the reft Li-vj^ V'Tgii) and 
Horace ; by which we may fee the Excellence of 
Jils Jndgmenc, as well in ingenious Compofgr^, 
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kpjt they make as great AHofwatices ti> i;beir Huf 
inpur. 'Th hardly to be MieTed^ h6^ ifice he 
was^ in relation to his Family ^ nothing was fo 
(^ngerous as to talk of the Aiiiours of ^uUaj un-^ 
lefs if were to have fome Commerce with her : 
Ovfd was banifh'd for it^ and never recalld^; and 
thd^ which appears to me extraordinary^ the Hps^ 
l^and himfelf felt the Effeds ofthis froward Humc^rl 
TJbat die Conduft of Julia ihoulddifpieafe Jugnfius^ 
was a natural thing ; but that the poor y^griffk 
fliould fufFer the Anger of his Father-in- Law, and 
the Debaucheries of his Wife at the fiame time, 
was an odd Bufinefs, and the laft Misfortune that 
- cah befal a Husband. 

• It muft be confefs'd, that the Emperor was too 
mu^ch perplexed at home in the general* Applaufo 
of the whole Empire. He could not overcome 
thofe little Inquietudes his Fadiily gave him, and 
he bore them rather like a meer private Perfon 
fihan a great Man ; for he knew neither how to 
wd thefe Diforders, by taking care to prevent 
them for the future, which really is no eafie thing j 
pot yet to conquer his own Refentments, and let 
his Mind at reft. After he 1iad much affli<%ed 
himfelf on oneTide,^ he indulged himfelf too care- 
lefly in the Sweetnefs he found on t other ; and if 
Julia tormented him as long as (he lived, Livia 
knew how to manage him fa well in the declining 
part of his Age,* that the Adoption of Tiberius 
was rather the EfFed of her Condud^ than the 
real Choice of the Emperor. 

Augftftus knew better than any one the Vices of 
Tiberius, aqd the Defigtis of Livia ^ but had not 

Fbite enough to a^ accordib^'to the true Judg-; 
ni^nt jie made of them, WhUe : he beheld eveiy ;. 
thing with a found Judgment, which however^had^ 
/n?r \Wflucnce enftugh upon hiiny to make him ai%^ 

«ifiiar dire Acd J &^^ 
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to aflpiife it felf as it pleas'd^ snd made her feif 
Miftreg of his Will. 

*Tis this, in my Opinion, which hath deceived 
Tacitusy in chofe malicious Politick^ which he a- 
icribes to Augustus : He knew that Tiberiu/s Tem* 
per. was not unknown to him; and becaufe he did 
not believe, that fo great an Emperor could be 
perfwaded to fo important a Buflnefs, againft his 
own Seikiments ; he hath fuppos'd a Defign and 
Myftery, where, if I miftake not, there was no- 
thing at bottom, but downright Facility. 

After thefe Particulars of his Family, let us 
return to Generals : He made, the World happy> 
and was *happy in the World : He had Nothing 
to defire of the Publick, nor the Publick of hini : 
And confidering the Evils through which iie forc'^d 
hi^ way to the Empire, and the Good Tbing^ 
he did after he arrived at that Dignity, I think it 
was laid with Reafon; Tlat it it were to be mptU 
tither he had never been hem, or had never died. 

At lad he died lamented by all Men, lefs great 
without Comparifon than Cafar ^ but of a more 
regular Genius ; which makes me believe, that k 
would have beeo more glorious to have ferv'd in 
the Army of C^sfat^ but more happy for a Man to 
have liv'd under the Government of Jugujius. 

As for the Romans^ they had nothing then fb c- 
levated among them, as formerly in time of thp 
Republick, either in refpeA to the Greatnefs of 
Genius, or Firmnefs oi Soid ; however, they wcre^ 
fomewhat more fodable. After aU the Calami* 
ties they had fulFer'd, they were glad to find ^ome 
Tranquility, no matter how it came to them. 
There remained not a fufficient Virtue to fufts 
JLi^rty ; They would have been afliam'd, ind- 
of an entire Subjedion ; but if. we except a 
hadgUty Spirits, whom nothing would -conc( 
<ve^ 09C took a^Piidft to fee^ aitjc4li the Appesk- 
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ASaggatthgfagfi liar where Men 
aHBHKkiC i"i~ii f I »|«t Modenui. 

■" ""eSmevasfoonchati- 

fc Ccaiition. The 
rdK Death of Brm- 
He Mana'd die Bercenefs 
I of ^Kfa^, ifaere was^ as 
Ik wBtt. a geacirf Baae of ffae Goremnieiit of 
J*0^\ fini no :ct? 1 cor-r'i-lince for his Per- 
toa. 'A"bd r^Tij cj— ? K) the Empire, this 
OM«hM^7 ie^trcraicc ui:o Crimi'mr and Adula- 

tKML 

Wi ativ «^lch Rciiba affirm, that this Prince 
bootc 3«cttrt3v uTciolLte, would have been con- 
oawN vicb a iDodenre Power ; but the Romans 
WMC iilpolVi to fare, than Tikrius to command, 
*»« dMnudres up to Slavery, when he hardly 
4Kit ho^ ^~^r their Subjedion. This was the 
njlMiBsot the Rmum People at that time. 

Tb necefftty now to (peak of that of Tiberiusy 

imk*» ihew «(ut fort of Temper he brought with 

'Hm^ 'f^ government of the Empire. 

.^.a»Ni ooncealcii, but bell purfued Delign, 

'^' sail the Maxims of Augufius^ who 

b« Emperor , bent all his , 

the procuring the General 

\ aad lo wife a Policy, Ttberiut 

made 
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made a formal Science^ in which was compre* 
hended a Falfe and Myfterious Interefl of the 
Prince^ feparate from the Intereft of the State^ 
and generally oppolite to the Publick Good. * 

Judgment^ Capacity^ and Secrecy^ were chan* 
ged into Crafty Artifice^ and DiflTimuIation. Good 
and Evil Aiftions were no longer known by them* 
felves^ every thing being interpreted according to 
the nice Intention of the Emperor ; or judg'd by 
the Refining of fome malicious Speculation. - ^ 

The Authority which Germmicus had to appeafe 
the Legions^ was a Service very advantageous^ 
and for fome time well accepted : When the Dan- 
ger was over^ it was confidered^ that he might de- 
bauch the Troops from their Duty, fmce he knew 
how to bring them to it. In vain was he faithful 
toTtherius j his Moderation in refufing the Em- 
pire, was not thought a fufficient Proof of his 
Innocence : He was thought Guilty for having 
it offered to him ; and fo many Artifices were 
employed to deftroy him, that they at length got 
rid of a Man, who was willing to Obey, but de- 
fer v'd to Command* - 

Thus perifh'd this Germanicuf, fo dear to the 
Romans y in an Army, where he waslefs.in Pan* 
ger from the Enemies of the Empire, than from 
that Emperor whom he had fo faithfully ferv'd. 

He was not the only Perfon that fell a Sacrifice 
to thofe pernicious Politicks, which had a gene- 
ral Influence in aOT Counfels. Diftant Employe 
ments were but myfterious j^amihments ; OflUces, 
and Governments were beftow'd on Perfons that 
were either defign'd for Ruin, or thofe that were 
to ruin others. In a word, the Good of the Service 
wks no longer cohiidered ; for in truth the Armies 
hid rather Outlaws over them than Generals j and 
the Provinces, >ani(hed Men, than Governors. Ac 
IImm. v^herc tlie Law^ had becu ^Vn^i^ ^^ x^vs^*- 
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oufly and fo folemnly obferv'd, every thing waf 
ihon manag'd, by the Jealoutie of this myftcri- 
OU5 Cabinet. 

When a Perfon of confiderable Merit (hew'd a- . 
ny Paffion for the Glory of thcEiiipire, Tihcriut 
fiifpe»aed immediately, ihat it was with a defign 
to obtain it. If anothei' ictain'd an innocent Re- 
membrance of Liberty, he pafs'd for a dan,i;erom 
Man, that had a mind to reftore the Kepublickt 
To praife Bruiut and Cajfius, was a c;ipi[al Crime j 
to lament yiugufius, a fecret Oftence ; which was fo ■ 
niuch the lefs pardon'd, as People Jurft not com- 
plain of it : For Tiberius always <,(immended him 
in Publick ; caus'd Divine Honours to be decreed 
to him J and was the firlt Man tliat perform'^ 
them to him : But humane Sentiments were not 
allow'd ; and a TenJernefs fhewn for the Memo- ■ 
ry of that Eniperor, was improv'd cither into an 
indireia Impeachment of the prefsnt Government, 
or a Dil'afFddtion to the Perfon of the Prince. 

Hitherto you have had Crimes in(pired by the 
Jealouiie of falfe Policicks ; but now there opens 
a Scene of.-bare-fac'd Cruelty, and avow'd Ty- 
ranny. They are. not contented with forfaking 
goo4 Maxims, but the befl Laws mufl be abo- 
HHi'd, and new ones enaded, under Pretence of 
fecuring the Emperor's Perfon, but in reality to 
jieftroy all Good Men chat remain'd in Reme. 

Every thing is made Trcafon j formerly true 
Confpiracies were punifh'd, but pow even inno- 
cent Words mallciouHy expbun'd, are made cri- 
minal. 

Complaints, which the Unfortunate are allow'd 
.^,^ the Relief of their Miferies ; Tears, thoCe 
fiatural ExprcjBons of our Grief; and Sighs, wMcb 
ifcape us in fpite of oyr Will ; nay, bare Looks 
^I^ii, Jxaims fatal, 'pic Simplicity ot Difcotufa 
/ P'fs thought to coYCt c^VDc&f^ ^ ^^^iwan. 
•"■■.■■■■■-■•-■•- - ■■ .. 1 • ■ (jy 
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of ^ SilertcQ^ to cOnctal mifchtevous Incendonsi 
Joj was interpreted as a Hope of the £mper«^ 
De^th^^and Melsincholy obfcrVjdjas a Vexaelon 
ati h|s Profperity, oJr Wearinefs of his Rjcigni In 
f he midft of thefe Dangers, if tha^ of Oppreffion . 
gaVe.a Mail the leaft Apprehenfipn, his Fear U^s 
taken for the Teftimoay of a frighted Gonfciliueej 
which, bfe tray injg i& felf, difcoyere'd what he wa» 
about to do, or \y hat: he had done; If anyidno 
was thought to. have Courage and Refoiation^ 
he was feared ais aa Audacious Man, capable toi 
undertake any thing. To fpeak, to be filent, td 
rcjoycisi to be afflided, to be fearful or refoluce^ 
^11 was criminal^ and very often incurred capital 
PuniQimerits. . 

Thus the Sufpicions of others made a Man guil)- 
ty : But it was not enough for him to be expo&'d. - , 
to the Corruption of Accufersij the falfe, R» 
ports of Spies, or the Suppofitions offome infainous 
Inforrtierj he miill dcead like wife the Emperor^ 
Farity j and when ohe thought himfelf feciirb by 
the Innocence not only of tus Adion^, but of his 
Thoughts, he could not fail being! ruin'd by ihfc 
Malice of his Conjectures. \s ^ 

To* carry the matter n6 further, a Man oughf to 
h^v6 had a good Stoqk of Merit in that time, td 
be a Man of Integrity, becaufeit expofcd him to 
fo many Dangers and Hardftiips , that Virtue 
which dur ft appear, was infallibly deftroy'd, and 
that which was 6ut gueffed at, was never fecure. 

As wc.are net exempt from Perplexity in tte 
Evil which wo raak'e others endure, Tiberius was 
:not always in Peace in the Exercife of his Cruel- 
tics'', i Sejanus; Who irifinuated into his Favour, 1>y 
, Methods, as unjufl as his own i this great Favourite, 
furf(^ted with Honours and Riches, which fUU 
conStiiiued hint in a Dependence, had adefire^o 
free lumfelf from all Subjedion^ and left nothing 

U 4 ^^^^ 
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But whether the Emperors aded by natural 
Temper, orPoIicy, or both together, I maintain, 
that Tiberius corrupted every Thing that was good, 
and introduc'd every Thing that was bad in the 
Empire. 

^Hgujftti, who had a juft and nice Infighx into 
Things, knew admirably well the Genius of his 
Tiine, and found no trouble in changing a votun- 
taiy Subminion in the leading-Men of a Party, 
into a true Subjsdion, 

Tiberiin, full of Craft and Subtlety, but of a 
fi^lfe Difcernnient, was miftaken in the Know- 
ledge of tlie Affedions of the People. He thought 
he had to do with old Romans^ fond of Liberty, 
and iric-ipable of any Subjcdion ; When at the 
fariie rime the general Inclination was to ferve, 
and the leait enflav'd' were difpcs'd to Obc-. 
die nee. 

This falfe Notion of Things, made him ufe 
cruel Precautions againft Perfons he fear'd with- 
out Reafon ^ for 'tii obfervable, that fo fufpicious 
a Pjince, had .never occafion to fear any one but 
Stjanus, who made him diftruft all others. 
. -With thefe. falfe Measures, Cruelty daily in- 
creiis'd j and as he that offends, is the firft that 
hates, the Romant became odious to him, for his 
pniun and barbarous Ufage of them. At length, 
ji&aifted openly,. aad treated them as Enemies, 
becaufe hp had given them but too much reafon 
jt* be fo. 

..^The Paffivc Humour which prevail'd then, 
made his Tyranny peaceably endur'd^ They fuf- 
fer'd the Bruialicy of Ca%«/« with the , like Sub- 
milGon ; for his Death is a particular Fai%,where- 
in neither the Senate, People, nor Legions were 
concero'd. They bore with the dangerous Stu- 
pidity of cUiuOui, and the lofolence of AitfiHt"- 
They^ endui'd the Fury of Nm, tiU their Patience 
. /.' being 
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beii^ totally exhaufted^ there enTu'd a general 
Diitontent. 

Hereupon a Confpiracy. was forni'd againft liis 
Perfoa ; from patticular Comt»oations, ic cam) 
to the Revolt of thcLegioni; and from tbeR»^ 
utAt of the Legions, to the Declaration of tho 
Senate. The Latter might, perhaps, have re* 
ftoi'd the ancient Libert] , if they had been wil- 
ting to do it ; but having been fo long ufed i^ 
Emperors, they were contented to difpo^e of tbff 
Empiiie. This Privilege the Prxtorian CohtHts 
chaileng'd to themfelves ; neither would the Le* 
gions of Provinces yield them that Prerogative. 
A Divifion broke out among the latter, fome no- 
minating one for Emperor, and fome another. 
Then nothing was heard but Maffacres, and Ci- 
vil Wars ; and never did che People enjoy any ' 
fettled Tranquillity, if we except the Reigns of a 
few Princes, who knew h6w to reconcile thofe 
Interefts, which the falfe Politicks of TliKriui had 
divided, to the common MisfortLine both of the 
Emperors, and Empire. 



P/ the GOMPLACENCV M 
WOMEN take m tbm. REAUl 
TY. 

tiERE's nothing fo natural with the F^/r 

'StXf as to take Pleafare in their own Beau- 

|eafe themfelves, befpre 'tis fLoffible 

afe them, and are the firft that 

Charms, and fall in loft mth 

lu of thi&Loro arc fa taoch 

haidfyto be pa«if^d; 

for 




1 5$ Mfcelltmeous Works of 

for Self-Leve only flatters j but L6ve iofpired by 
an Ouje^j makes us feel it to fome purpofe. 

This firft fort of Love is. naturally form'd in. 
them^ and has 'thefnfelves only for its ObjeA. 
The fecohd comes from ^fithout, and is either 
caus'd by a fecret Sympathy, or by the Violence 
of an amorous Impreffion. 

The one is a Good that only occafiofts Plea- 
fure, Ituc yet it is ftill a Good j and lafts as long 
as their Beauty does. The other is capable M 
affefting them more fenftbly, but is more fubjeA 
to Change and Alteration. 

Beficles this Advantage of Duration, which the 
Comfbcemy that the Ladies take in their Beauty, 
has above a common Paffion ; we may itill add. 
That a beautiful Woman is more concerned to 
preferve her Beauty, than her Lover ; and ftiews 
lefs Tendernefs for a Heart already »anqui(h'd, 
than Vanity and Oilentation, to extend her 
Conquefts. Not but that ftie may be conccrn'd 
for her Lover; but her Rcafon will incline 
her rather to fuffer the Lofs of what Die loves, 
than the Ruin of that which caufes her to be be- 

lOT'd. 

There is a certain Pleafure, in lamenting the 
Deqth of on<: we loved. Our Lot$ fupplies th; 
Place of a Lover, whilft out Sorrow lafts ; and 
thence proceeds that Delight we find in a pica* 
fing Mourning. 

^i mi cenfoie excite ma CoUre, 

Et U Repes tfi tm Bitn ^mjtcratnt : 

Man Dtiiil me fUit, tif me doit te&jeurt fUirej, 

It m* tiettt iieu dp ceUe lue je plaint. 

Ceaftj Damon, eeafi, hy m iU-timd Relief, 
T0 nk titt of t»y htfi CcmftnUMj Gri^, 
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Sirrmf to miy aUloveiy does dffiary 
If fills the Tlace of Her I held jo * dear. 

, But *tis not fo with the Lofe of Beauty. This 

Lofs confumroates the Bitternefs of Tears } for it 
robs the Ladies of the Hopes ever to receive any 
Pleafure as long as they live. 

As long a Woiiian is in full PoiTeffion of her 
Beauty^ no Misfortune can befal her^ which (he 
cannot^ in fome meafure, alleviate : But when 
once that Bleffing has left her^ all the other Ad* 
vantages will never be able to give her any to* 
lerable Sati^fadion. Where- ever fhe goes, the 
Remembrance of what fhe has been, or the Cot^- 
fideration of what fhe is at prefentj will give her 
a Thoufand Inquietudes. 

The beft Remedy would be for a Woman wife- 
ly to take up^with the unfortunate Condition fhe 
is in : But what a cruel Remedy this is for-a 
Woman who has be^cn ador'd, to be cuf'd of a 
Vanity fo very dear to Reafon it felf ? A new 
and troublefom Experiment after the Habit of 
fo fweet and fo agreeable a Senfe i 

The laft Tears that beautiful Eyes referyft^ are 
fpent in bewailing themfelves, after their Bright- 
nefs ts gone. Of all Hearts, the only one that 
fighs for a loft Beautjr, is that of the miferable 
PofTeffor. 

The beft of Poets endeavouring to comfort a 
great Queen, for the lofs of a greater King> her 
Royal Confort, would make her afham'd o£ the 
Extravagance of her Affedion, by the Example 
of a certain Princefs t in Defpair, wtio arraigned 

De- 
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^ VUifMiiifot!iKit m tUO^t on the De^itbofhis Daughir. 
I, 9bo had loft MaufoluS) ICvti^ of QskCv^^V.^ 
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Deftiny, reproach'd the Stars, and sccus'd thC 
Gods for the Death of her Husband. 

* ■*£?* ^^ """ -^/^"^ hnocmsf 
Tout ca jB* fait dirt la Rage, 
^and tile efi M^Urtjfe Jes * Seitt. 

Boldly (he charges ev'ry PoW'r above, 
(So much her Reafon's govern'd by her LoVcy 
With all that furious Paffion can infpire. 
When Grief indulg'd, renews tlw glowing Fire. 

But finding that the Horror of Imfacty was 
not ftrong enough to make any ImprefBon on r 
Mind To tranfported by Grief ; for his laft and 
convincing Reafon, he reprefcnts to her; how 
much her Charms are concerrfd in it j as if he 
had no better a Remedy againft this Excefs, than 
to put her in Mind of the great Injury it did her 
Beauty : 

^te vous cnt fnlt cet beaux Che'uetiXf 
Dignes Obji.Bs de tant de Vbeux, 
Four endurer 'vStre Cclere j 
Et Aevenjti vos Efinemh^ 



.* Milherbe, in lis CONSOLATION J CaritM fur la 
MoTt de fon Mari. Mr. ds St. Evremond thinks that Mal- 
Iterbe wrote that Pae»i for Mary of MeJicis, upon the Death 
.•/■^in? Henry IV. of France: But whatever Eeautlct there. 
te in that Piece, the Siile of it appears to me too plain, and 
'too familiar for a Perfan of fo hi/h Degree. Menage in liit 
OBSERVATIONS fur les Poefies de Malherbe, pretends 
that till Caritea wui a Lady of Provence, of great Merit 
.Mtdwtrao.rdinary leauty : But iha' Mr. de St. Erremond bad 
**•" Jtemarky he told me, that in his Time, tio Body 
'^"^t^iut that MalhciJx bad Muy of Medicis' 



r p^t^imir finjufit Salaire^ 

Dm Crime quiU nont point Commis ?i } ; 

• >:■', ' ■ ■ : 

Thofe charming Locks the rudeft Hands would 
And yet they furor by yopr own Defpair. (fpare^ 
Alas! What Crimes have thof&fairTreflesdone^ 
Think whaca Traia of Conquefts they have woa«< 
Is Grief fo Cruel, pr your Rage foBlind^ 
That tp your felf you muft be thus unkind? 

He excus'd the Ladies for being Impious aii4 
Extravagant * but would not pardon their ma- 
king themfelves lefs Amiable. This is a Crkne^ 
which he thought would eafily create a Hprror 
in th^» It had ii^nified but little to endea- 
vour to bring them back to a Senfe of Religion, 
but to fct before their Eyes the Intereft of their 
Beauty, jvas the ftrongeft Argument he could 
think of to oppofe |he Obftinacy of their Grief,; 
and he knew nothing beyond that^ which Wa^ 
capable to cure them. ; * 

That we may fully know how paffionately fond 
the Ladies are of their Beauty, let us confider the 
mod Retir'd and the mofl: Devout amongft theoif. 
There are fome who have renounc'd atl.Pleafure^; 
who are wcan'd -from all worldly Concernments j^ 
who endeavour to pleafe no Body, and whom no 
Body plcafes : But even in this indiflfetence for Cj;?' 
very Thing elfe, they fecretly flatter themfelves^ 
to find they are fKll agreeable. V • ^ • 

Theie are others who abandon themfelves to >a}( 
forts, of Auftericie^ ; yet, if they accifdentally : h^ 
peHito fee themfelvies in a Glafs,)yi9«i {ha^^h!P4^. 
chern Sigh, to behold themfdves .altered. T^ejfi 
do,iw^h.the utmofl: Zeal^ every Thing that help j^ 
to .disfigure ,tbeir .Faces,: but can t en^u]?e the figM 
oCtbtaiiMAiea they ai^e^ once diafigttrid; «; Jk J 
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tfaniTC, cfaac .sn-omicnc vaStSraif k fd^ Dot 
of Kovc GD Goi^lB^EdiF ^fi^ ite iBAGhanee 
of Beanry^ oacrfa Hwffyfci rfS^F^w^ da^ ns- 

Lee 3 gar fttfini w rite b> wfaac Place flie 
pjrjjrs, lee irsr CflTKSfiiMi be whai k will, yet 
hex C.hanm and Fsatoies «= 9iU. iear to her, 
cratiBifaepMKitf Sidrae^ ; and tf herSic±Dels 
MBmfaKJKDBKh, che laft Sigtt ttiacgoes fion 
■tr, «BMcfBrdKLo(s ofber BeaDcr, tbaa chu 
aTbcrlifei 



-A JUDGMENT 

B PON 

SENECA, PLUTARCH, 
and PETRONIUS. 

I Will begin with S;n?^''», and wiih the utmoft 
AfTurance own, that I efteem his Perfon, much 
more than his Works. I refpcd the Tutor of 
Nero, th^ GMantoi yigrippiKa, an Ambitious Man 
that put in for the Empire ; Of the Philofopher, 
and Writer, I have but a mean Opinion, and am 
affefted neither with his Stile, nor his sentiments.- 
His Latin comes far fiiort of that of the Augufiean 
Age ; nothing eafie, or natural ; but all made up 
of Points, and ftrain'd Witticifms, and has more 
"'f t\\c Heat o^ Ajrkk, OT Spin, than the ii^irof, 
•w, or Italy. There are abrupt Things, that 
le Air and Turn of Sentences, but want 
• Solidity, and good Senfe ; that afFetS 
the Imagination, without convincing 
the 
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chcjudgmoiic. Hii firain'd Sflle givt4 ms aX^' 
of Conftraint ; ftnd inftead of finding ^y Saasr 
£iaion and Repofe in himj I meet ttkh Troeble 
and Vexation. . ;.< 

Ncr», the* he wis one cf the mbft wicked 
Princes of the World^ yet was he vesy ingenioo^ 
and had about him a -Set of young Ragke-hellsiol 
Quality^ extreamly niccj who creacfcd;S«seM as'z 
Pedant, and turn'd him into RidiCulet ' I am not 
of the Opinion of StroiUty who iiilagin'dj that 
the fham Eamolpus of Pttroniui, was the true Sttiiofu, 
If Vitrmius would have expos'd him in an iaju** 
lious Charadefj it had been uilder ' that of a P^ 
Jantick Philefepbery rathei than that of nn impirt^ 
tunt Poet. Befides, 'tis almoft impol£ble to find 
the lealt Agreement between them; Sentt* vrat 
the richeft Man in the Empire, yet always com- 
mended Poverty. Euinolfus,. a Poet very low ift 
the World, who in the Defpair of bisforttioe^ 
complain'd of the Ingratitude of thb Ago; and 
found nothihg elfe to comfort him , . but this 
thread-bate Saying, Bmtf mmth Soror tfi Paufv^ 
tta : If Stneta had Vicei, he carefully conceal'd 
cheni, under the Af^earance of Wifdom : Eutnpi^ 
fufj en the cmtraryy had the Vanity to proclajgi 
nis, and as to his Pleafures, was a profefs'd Li- 
bertine; .... 

I can't imagine, therefore; what Kealbiii Ber~ 
viUe had for this Conje&ure. But I am deceiv'd; 
if what Petrenim fays of the Stile of his time, and 
the Corruption of Eloquence and Poetry ; if the 
QontTovtrfite fmUntiu vibrant'thui pSlx, whiCh of- " 
fended him fo mqch j if the Vanm Smtrntxarum firt- 
j>iius, that llunn'd him, doth not belong to Seft?ca; 
if the Ptr emhges & DeormiM Minijteriay &c. doeS 
not relate to the Vbarfaiia of Lucan j if the Enco- 
hiiums, which he beftows on Virgil, and Horacei 
arc not designed in Contempt of the UncU^ z-vA 



VffiMW, Be It » ft will, to nt«m to my Semi- 
iMMf about CM* Philewphw, I sewr nod bit 
Wrldn|M^ whhoiK enceccauihg TtKxi^Ms that am 
very different firom thofe which he sroiild fuggeft 
tobtiReukr. If hs pretends <o recommettaPo- 
' Mity, IloflC'for hitRicfaesvhii Virtue frighteni 
AM'i Md«SuiitbeIeaftdifpos'd taVieej wcMild 
•bimdon Mnrfelf to Pleafores meeriy £ir dhjo De- 
Ibription which be ^es of them. In a Wotd, 
hefpeeki fo much^ofDeath, arid leavccine fucb 
iMlanchotty Ideai^'cfaac I endeavour all I ca«, 
not to improve by reading him. The fineft 
Things that 1 tind in him, are the Examples and 
Quotations which he intermixes all along in his 
Works. As he Hv'd in a refined Court, aiid 
knew a Thoufand remarkable Paffages of former 
Times ; he alledges fume that are veiy agreeable^ 
(bmetimcs of the Grctki^ ibmetitnes of Cttfar^ of 
^ttvufius^ and M*tien0i ; for, after all, his Wit 
and Knowledge were extraordinary : But his Stile 
docs not at all affed me ,- his Opinions are too 
fevere ; and 'tis ridiculous, that one who liv'd in 
Plenty, and was fo tenderly careful of hit owa 
Porfon, fhould preach up nothing but Poverty 
and Death. 

l>» PLUTARCH. 
Om^igm obfcrves a great refcmUance be- 

^ . _^ twoeo TlmtJirth tap StmtCM j k)th g«aK 

Pttilofophers, fctc^t Enco^gers of Wifdom and 
Virtue, both Tutors of RmtM Emperon; cbe 
one more rich and elenieil ; the other more 
happy in the Education of his P pil. The Op»- 
•tero of ?'.mitt^^ (as the r»rtK A/.-w-^iVw afliniB ) 
are more palatable, ind better calculated for S<k 
Cteyj cbol« oC ScMM, vxac^j&%\&\am,wx« 
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foUd ; bur, in my Judgment, more harfb, and 
more fevere. Flutarcb iweetiy infinuates Wifdoin, 
ajid Would even reconcile Virtue to Pleafures. 
Smtca makes all Pleafures to terminate in Wifdom, 
and looks upon (he Philofopher to be the only 
happy Man. PUncrch natural, and tirll perL^dol 
of the Truths he advance), eafily perfuades otherst ' 
On the other hand, Seneca's Mind labours and 
ilrainj, to wind up it felf ro ^inue ; and as if 
fhe was a perfed Stranger to Kim, he has need to 
furmount himfelf. As for Plutarcb'i Stite, having 
no Skill in the Gruk^ 1 cannot pretend to make a 
true judgment of it ; but 1 muft ronfefs, that a- 
mongft his Moral Treatifcs, there are fcveral 
which I cannot comprehend j whether 'tis owing 
to the vaft Difference of TKings, and Manners in 
his Time, from thofe of ours, or that they ara 
really above my low Underflanding. The fami- 
liar Damm of S O C R AT E S i the Creation tf tbt 
SbuI, the Circle ef the Mam, tnay be admirable to 
thofe that undernand them. For my part, I make 
no fcruple to owfl, that I doii'c apprehend the 
Beauty of chem j and if they are wonderful, they 
are Wonders that Ibar above my Capacity. Wo 
may judge by the Apophthegms of the Ancients^' 
which he hath left us ; by their Sayings, which 
he hath collefted with fo much Gare j by his long 
Table- Difcourfes, how much he was taken with 
Converlacion. In the mean time, either there 
wat but little Delicacy in his Time, or elfc his 
Palate was not very exquilite. He fupports grave 
and ferious Things with a great deal of good 
Senfe and Reafon ; but in Things that depend 
purely Upon Wit, he has nothing ingenious, oc 
delicaiej 

To fpeak the Truth, Tie Lives of lUiiJirieus 
Men, is the Mafter-piece of Plutarch^ and in. w« 

' ' w. OK of ^cHobleIl'WosVawv*Wi^^^'^' 
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^ Von fee ihert thofe great Men expQfed to Publictt 
View, and in their Retirements at Home ; you 
fee chciu in their true Natural Temper, and in the 
whole Extent of Adion, There you fee the Re- 
fi^lucion of Brmut, and hts bold Anfwer to the e- 
»il Genius that fpoke to him : You fee that there 
ftill remain'd with him, in fpiie of himfelf, feme 
Impreffion of this Ghcft, whiih the Rcafoning of 
of C~J}Im had much ado to efface. A few Days 
after, you fee him put his Troops in order, and 
lif;hl a Band fofuccefsful on his fide, and fo fatal 
by the Error of O^Hi. You fee him try his Fortune 
ag;atn, lofe the Battel, reproach Virtue, and find 
more Relief in Defpair, than in an ungrateful 
Mi!tre(s whom he had fo faithfully ferved *. 

There is a natural Force in the Difcourfe of 
FUtarcb which equals the gceateft Anions ; and 
'ds of him that one may properly fay, Falla Mltit 
rx*^Hatafunt: But he forgcts neither the indifle- 
rcnt, nor the common ones, and carefully exa- 
miires the ordinary Courfe of Life. As for his 
Parallels, which Montaigne thinks are fo admirable, 
they appear to mc very fine : But I'm of Opini- 
on, that he might have gone further, and pene- 
trated deeper into the bottom of our Nature. 
There are Windings and Turnings in our Souls, 
which have efcap'd him. He has judg'd of Man 
too much in general, and has not thought turn fo 
different is he is from himfelf ; wicked, virtuous; 
equitable, uniuft j merciful, cruel : When a Man 
feems to be oppolite to himfelf, he attributes it to 
foreign Caufes. In a word, if he had defined Ca- 
tiline, he would have made him covetous, or pro- 
digal : That jilimi apfetrmjui fTofufmi, was beyond 
his Apprchenfion j and he would never have dil- 
coveied 



^ UfWi Dtmmtrjt In tht JlrtUU of ^H^TMX. 



covered thofc Contrarieties^ which Sakfi hath 
fb well mark'd, and which Mmui^e himi^lf did 
much better underftand. 

Vpon PETRO K I U S. 

TO jadge of the Merit of Pttrmiu:, I will 
oniy examine what t T'citus fays of him ; 
and certainly, he mult have been one of the ft- 
nefi Gentlemen in the World, fmce he has obHg'd 
X ; fo 



t Illi Die* per fonuium, nox ofliciif, 8t obleAamentii vice 
tranligebatur. Utque alios indiiHria, in huno ignavta ad fa- 
Diam protulerat ; fubebaturque non ganeo 8c piofligator, uc 
pleri(jue fiia hauiientium, fed cmdito lujfu. Ac dUta iaiktr 
que ejus quanto foliitiora, & quandxm fui negligentiam pnt- 
fsrentia, tamo gratiils in rpecieni fimplicitatis a>:dpiebantur. 
Pioconful tamen Bitbiiijs, Sc mox Conful, vi)ji;n[ein te ac 
parem negotiis oflendit : dein revolutus ad vjtia, feu vitiorum 
imitatione, inier paiicos familianum Neroni aiTumptus elf, 
Elegantix arbiter, dum nihil amcenum, & (nolle affluentia 
pitat, nifi quod ei Pelronlitt approtaviflet. Undc invidia 
iigeUini, qiiafi tdverfus zmiiluin & fciemia voluptatuni po- 
tiorem. Ergo ciudelltatem Principii, cui c^eierx libidines ce- 
debant, aggreditur, amicitiain ietvijii Dstrci" objeAans ; 
corriipto ad indicium fervo adempcaque defenfione, 8c major* 
parie fiirailiK in vincla tapta. Foiie illis diehusCamfaniaia 
petiverat Cafar^ Sc Cmnai u[que profefTui Peitanm iltio atti- 
nebatuT. Nee tulit ultra timoris 3U[ fpei morai, Neqtie ta- 
nen prxcepi vitam expulit, fed incilas venas, ut libitum obli- 
gaias, apetire rurfum, Sc alloqui aiiicos, non per feria, auc 
^ibus conflanilx gloriam peteiet. Audiebatque referentes, 
nihil de immortalitate Anims, & Sapientiuin pucicii, fed tc- 
via carmina & faciles verfuE, Sertrorum alios largitioiK, quof- 
ddin verberibus affdcit, Iniit S: viai.fomno induliit, utqu»m- 
■ quann coa^b iriorn, fbrtnilie fiiniirs effet. Ne cadicillii quidem 
(^uod plerique pcreuntiiim) Neraiiem aiit Tigetlinurti, aut quem 
■liuin poteniium aduhtui ell : fed flagtiia Principii fub noiri'i- 
■ Jiibua exoletoruin fnminarumque, & iwviiace ciijulque llupii 
cripfit, aique obCgnata mifit Neroni. Ftegitqiie annulum, 
'* ufui diet ad fatienda peiicula, C> fatUut^ A^aaii 
L ■ ■■ 



fo foTsre-an HtAori^a, to renooace Ms aattiral Ao^ 
^rity^ and to enlarge binafetf wuh Pteafuie ii|>> 
oh the Commendation of a Tolupcuea& Vpviion. 
Not but that a Luxury fo exquifite, Ihew'd as 
great a Delkacyxof (fenm^ sa U did ef Relifft, 
That Eruditus Itnms^ that' Arbiter elegdntiarHm , is 
the Charad^r of an Ingenious Politenefs, far e- 
nough remor'd firoro the grofs Bxtra.vagano&bf.^ 
vicious Man. Nor was he fo ppfTeis'd by his Plca- 
fureV, as to be made nncapable ot Suitnefs j and 
that Tranquility of Life he fo much ftudied, did' 
not render him an Enemy to Publick Employ- 
menrs. He had the Merit of a Govcrnour in his 
Governnment of Bitbynia j the Virtue of a Coaful 
V) bib Confulfliip : But inftead of making his Life 
a Slave tc* his Dignity, as the great$ft parr of Men 
do, and centring all his Troubles, and all his Joys 
there; Pencmus, who was of a Genius fuperiour 
to his high Employment, made them center in 
himl'elf ; and to explain my lelf after the manner 
of Mmtaignt, he did not renounce the Man for tho 
Magiftrate. As for his Death, having carefL^lIy 
cxamin'd it, either I am Jeceiv'd, or it is the moft 
glorioiis of Antiquity. In that of Ofo, I find 
Trouble, and even Anger. The defperate Po- 
flure of the Affiiirs of the Republick, the Lofs of 
Liberty, his hatred of Csfaty ntuch aOifted his 
Kefolution j and I Can't tell, if his auflere- Hu- 
mour did not degenerate into downright Madnefs^ 
%hen he tore out his own Bowels. 

Sceratfi aSttA truly like a wife Man, and with 
Indifference enough : Yet he endcarour'd to affure 
(liinfelf of his Condition in another Life, and did 
t^qt I He was fliU reafoning about it with his 
Friends iri Prifon, weakly enough ; and to fay 
idl. Death was a confiderabte Objed to him. Fe- 

r*Mi alone hath flitw'd Sofuefs and IndifTerence 
bh. ^uJiehittiut r*f<raitu ni^Jt mmtruJitatt 
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)iim/e^ (^ PbilofepbBriint placitii ; ftd^hvia eartfdmi 
i'ficiles varfus. He not on\y went on in his or- 
dinary Courfe of Life, giving Liberty to fome of 
bis Slaves, and chaftifing others, but gratify'd his 
Fancy with thofe things that pieafed him j and his 
Soul, at ihe Point of fo grievous a Separation, 
was more touch'd with the fweet and eafie Charms 
, of Verfe, than all the empty Notions of Philo- 

Kfophers. 
Petrcnius leaves us nothing at his Death, but an 
Image of Lifej no Aftion, no Word, no Cir- 
cumftancc, fliews the Perplexity of a dying Per- 
fon. 'Tis with him properly, that to die is to 
ceafe to live, and the yixit of the Romans juftly 
belongs to hlni. 

n. I am not of their Opinion, who believe 
that Petronitti had a mind to lafii the Vices of his 
Time,, and that he compofed a Satyr with the 
fame Imeniion that Horace wrote his. Unlefs I 
am decei/d. Morality was not oblig'd to biniin 
this Point ; he is rather a nice Courtier, th^t turns 
every thing into Ridicule, than a publick Ccnfor, 
who makes it his Biifmefs to expofc Immorality. 
And indeed, if Peiromus had defign'd lo leave us 
an ingenious Moral in his Defcription of Plea- 
fures, he would have endeayour'd to create in us 
a Diftafte for them ; but 'tis there that Vice ap- 
pears with all the Graces of the Author ; 'tis there 
he Ihews with the greateft Care, the Agreeabte- 
nefs and Politencfs of his Wit. 

Befides, if he had intended to inftruft us in a 
more refin'd and conceal'd Method than that of 
Precepts, we fhould at leaft fee fome Example of 
Divine or Humane Juftice, upon his Debauchees. 
But he is fo far from doing this, that the only ho- 
neft Man introduc'd by him, the poor Lycof, _a - 
Metghant of great Integrity, und on« that adocU 
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the Gods, mirerably penflies in a Storm, ia 
ihc midft of thofe vitious Peifons, that are pre^ 
ferr'd. Eaaifiat and Gira embrace one another, - 
to die more dofely united together, and Death 
durR not interrupt their Pleafures. The lufiful 
Trifbana faved her felf in a SkiiF, with all her 
Trinkets ; Eumohus was fo Utile concem'd at the 
Danger, that lie bid leifurejenoug^ to coinpfrfiE fen 
Epigram,- Ljeofj the * |hods L;mj, calls to hU' 
€odi in vain for R.dief ; aoA to the Difgrace of 
ch^ii* Providence, the only- iiuocent Man in th* 
Company, is mai^e to. fufier fdr all the wicked. I£ 
we lee EneBifiui fopietitriei affliifted, it does not 
DHKeed from his Repentance :: He fcUl'd tus Hoft, 
IS a Fugitive, there's no fort of Cdme which be 
has not committed j but thanks be to the flrong 
Coiiftitutibn-of ius Conftaetee, he Uves without 
Remi^rfe : His Tcai^ andLamencuions, cc^ from 
1 difftrent Prioctple ; he complains of the Infi^ 
delfty 6f Gift, who abandon'd him, and he is re- 
fluc'd to Defpair to imagine him in the Arms of 
■■,■■■■■ 1 •■■■■■ ■ ■ ano- 
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lother, who made himfelf merry with his being 
aloae. 

Jncent nunc amalores ohiigati neliihus tetii, ^ for- 
Jfttn mutuii libidinibus attriti , deridtnt falitudmim 
mtam. 

All Crimes were fuccefsful with him, except 
one alone, which indeed brought upon him a ri- 
gorous Puniftiment : But'tis an Offence, for which 
neither the Divine, nor Humane Laws have or-^ 
dain'd any Chaftifemenr. He had, it feems, dif- 
appointed the Expedations of Circe ; and in truth, 
his Impotence is the only Fault that troubles 
him. He confeffes, that he has been a great Of- 
fender, but that he never deferv'd Death, except 
on this Occafion. In fliort, without tracing the 
Particulars of the whole Story, he relapfes into 
the fame Crime, and receives the PuniHiment he 
deferv'd for it, with a perfeift Reiignation ; Then 
he comes to himfelf, and acknowledges the Angec 
^ pi the Gods. 

Kfk UelUffontieci feijuitur gravis ira Ptiafi. 

He laments the miferable Condition, wherein 
he finds himfelf. Funerata efi pars ilia cor/ierss, ^u£ 
quondam Achilles tram : And to recover his Vigour, 
he puts himfelf into the Hands of a Prieftefs of 
this God, with a very Religious Intention; and 
indeed the pnly one he fhews in all his Adven- 
tures. I might add, that the good Eitmolpus is fol- 
low'd by little Children, when he recites his Ver- 
fes : But when he debauches his SchoIar,the Mother 
looks upon him as a Philofopher ^ and the Father, 
tho' he lies in the fame Chamber, does not awake : 
So feverely is Ridicule punifli'd by Petronius, and 
Vice happily protefted. Judge by this, if Vir- 
tue has not need of another Orator, to plead its 
paufe^ apd be inculcated. I fancy he vtas o( vV.% 
■L O^v 




f^6 rM^JuHiHuOii^ 

QfMxmci BMtm:HhaiX »€bfi&naii> and Strift^ 
nefs of Morals^ are inoonlifienc. SI ergo Petrmium 
m£mm^ adinkstr wrttm^ mptri& vd^ 4mlk9^ EUgantM 

W. /Tisnat 10 be do(ibie(}^ butrthac fe$^mius 
had a Mind' co to expofe the DebauGheiiesof \N^^ 
and liiat tlw Pilnaa was lAit ctiief Obj'e^ of hi^ 
Railleiy : HfstvfiwAiet che^ Perfons he introduces 
tie trae^ orfiiftiiious f whetheii he gives us Cba- 
laiftersr according' to his owti' Fancy ^ or the rru« 
!S"e)Dper of papekuiar Perfonk^ *tis very difficult 
to k>KM/i^ and a« jMi Diftance we cannot be pofi- 
tifKely auur-d of it: for my pttrt^ I am> of Opinionj^ 
that there is mi Charader in Tttmtius, but what 
may fiiit wish 24(fr#.< Unitt THtmkh, in all pro^ 
failbiKty; he diktMes his rididulous^ Mbgnificence^ 
and the Exctavagance^ of bip PleafureS' : Eumolfui 
re^«efent$ > to us th^ foolifit Paffion *he had for the 
Theatre : Sub nominihu exoktorum, faminsnmfj^e^ 
d^ novitate cujuf^ue fiupri^ flaritia Trincipis prafcrip^ 

Jh I and by an agreeable Dapoftion of different^ 
but imaginary Perfonsi he expofes feveral Follies 
of the Emperory and the ufoal- Diforders of his 
JLtfe, 

It may be altedg'd^ that P^MJuf isveryoppo* 
poflte to himfelf, thus to blame Vice^ Softnefsji 
and other Pleafures ; he dhat was fo ingenious in 
the Search of them : Dum nihil ammnum & molle^ 
^ffluintia fmtaty nifi qu$d ei V^ontusappr^tafet. For^ 

^ to (peak truths akho" tho Prince was of his own 
Narufe debauched enough^ in the Judgment of 
fktarchy yet the CompTaUanoe of diis Courtier^ 
did not a little contributo to throw him into all 
fort of Luxury and Profulioni In this, as in the 
greateft pare of thofet things that are delivered by 
Hiftory, a Man ought to oof^cler the difierence 
f9f Timctk B^»Niro gaf« Umftlf up to thefo 



MKr'mif) c^ Piibfifimml fiacitii ; faitlevia esn^kia 
i^ fiuihtverfm. HesociHily v^B offia hiior- 
diwuy Coam of Lift, giwng liberty to fdme of 
bisSfavci, and chaftifing otben} but graclfy'd bis 
fancy wich thof« things that plcafed tUm ; and his- 
Soulj at ths P<Hnt of fo grievous a Separation^ 
was more roucfa'd with thefweet and eafie Chanm 
of VerfOj chaii' all the empty Notions of Philip 
fophen. 

Petnmim lea^w us nothing at his Death, but an 
Imaae of Life j no A&ton, no Word, no C^*> 
cutnnance, fliews the Perplexity of a dying Paw 
foti. 'Tis with him properly, that' to die is to 
ceafe to liT^ and the Vlxit of tt)e Rommt jufllyr - 
belongs to hiti^ 

If. I am not of ttieir Opinion, who believo 
fhat Pefrmiai had a mind' to lafii the Vices oS bit 

Time,, and that he compofed a Satyr with the 
fame Intention that Horace wrote his. Unlcfs I 
am deceiv'd. Morality was not obHg'd to him. in 
this Point ; he is rather a nice Courtier, th^t turns 
every thing into Ridicule, than a publick Cenfof, 
ivho makes it his Bufinels to expofc Immorality. 
And indeed, if Fetromus had defign'd to leave us 
an ingenious Moral in his Defcripiion of Plea- 
fures, he would have endeayour'd to create in uj ■ 
a Diftafte for them ; but 'tis there chat Vice ap- 
pears with all the Graces of the Author j 'tis there 
' he ffiews with the greateft Care, the Agreeable- 
liefs and Politenefs of his Wit. 

Befides, if he had intended to inftruft us in a 
more refin'd and conceal'd Method than that of 
Precepts, we fiiould at leaft fee fome Example of 
r>ivine or Humane Juftice, upon his Debauchees. 
] " i<: fo far from doing this, that the only ho- 
p^ introduc'd by him, the poor Lycos, a ' 

[vbaoc of grent Integrity, ijnd one that ador'd 
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We find in Tacitm, a large Account of hi< 
Difgrace, and that in parfuancc of Pt/o's Confpi- 
racy, the Frienddiip o{ Scevintts was made the Pre- 
tence of his Deftruiftion. 

IV. T ETRON lU S iitohc admir'd through- 
out, for the Purity of his Stile, and the Delicacy 
of his Sentiments j but that which more Curprizes 
me, is, his great Eafmcfs in giving us ingenioufly 
all fores of Charaiflers. Terence is, perhaps, the 
only Author of Antiquity, that enters beft into 
the Nature of Perfons. But ftill this Fault I find 
in him, that he has too little Variety : His whole 
Talent being confin'd in making Servants, and 
old Men^ a covetous Father, and a debauch'd Son; 
a Slave, and an Intriguer, to fpeak properly, 
according to their feveral Charaders ; fo far, and 
no farther, the Capacity of Tirenci reaches. You 
mufl not expeA from him, either Gallantry or 
Paflion, either Thoughts, or the Difcourfc of a 
Gentleman. Pemnius, who had anUniverfal Wit, 
hits upon the Genius of all Profeffions, and adapts 
himfelf, as he pleafes, to a thoufand different Na- 
tures. If he introduces a Declaimer, he aflbmes 
his Air, and his Stile fo well, that one would 
fay, he had us'd to declaim all his Life. Nothing 
exprefTes more naturally the Dilorders of a de- 
bduch'd Life, than ths Quarrels of Encolpiui and 
jifcyltosy about G'ko. 

I Does not ^lartilt admirably raprefent to us 
ihofe proftitute Women, ^^arum Jic accenfa libido, 
ut fafim pilerent viroi, ^uam pctertnlur? Does not 
the Marriage of young Cite, and innocent Pani- 
chii, gives us the Image of a compleat Wanton- 
nefs .' 
All that a Sot, ridiculouflv magnificent in Ban- 
quets, a vain Affe^er of Nicenefs, and an Im- 
^ percinenc, are able to do, you have undoubtedly 
ft the f'caft of TrintAkio. twmsU 
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idmolfus (hews us Nero's extrav^ant Folly fol* 
the Theatre^ and his Vanity in reciting his own 
Poems i and you may obferve^ as you run over 
fb many^ noble Verfes; of which he Makes an iH 
Ufe, That an excellent Poet^ may. be a veiy 
ill Man. However^ as Encalptus, tho' he repre^ 
ients Eamolfus a Maker of fantaflicat Verfes^ yet 
difcovers ipmething great in hi^ Phifiognomy j hi 
judicioufly ^kts care^ all along^ not to ruin the 
ldi!as he gave us of higi. The Intirmity he has^ 
of making Verfes out of Seafon, even in Pid^ 
nU ^^m ; his Fluentnefs in repeating his Coni«* 
pofures in all Place's; and it all Times^ anfweri 
his ridiculous Beginning: Et egcti, intuit, Vottk 
fiiM, d^Ht fferOy non bumiUimi ffttitusy fi modo alt^ 
quid coronis credendum tfi^ ^iufs itiam ad imfmfos gra^ 
tia deferti foUt. 

His Kiiowledge^ which was extenfive bndugh ^ 
his extraordinary AAions ; his Expedients in un- 
lucky Encountisrs ; his Refolutiomto fupport iits 
Companions in the VefTel of Ljcas ; his getting, 
about himr at Cr^ir^M that pleafatit Court of Peo- 
ple^ wiio were perpetually hunting after OB 
Men's Eftates^ admirably well agrees with what 
^ncolpHs had promised us of him before : Senex ea^ 
nm exerciMi vultus^ d^ qia videtat/Ar Magnum alifuid 
frotpituxe. 

There is nothing fo natural as the Ch^ra^fter tH 
Cryfisy and none of our Confidents come near hen 
Mot to mention her firft Converfation with foUe* 
msi what (he tells liim of her Miftrefs^ upon the 
ikJBktiiit ihe receiv'd;isx>fan inimitable Simplicity: 

Verum tnim faundum tfi^ eot qua bora acctfh injuriam^ 
afud fe nm efi. Whoever has read Juvenal^ is 
wT iently acquainted with the ImfoimHa Matron 
I p^ and the ill Humour they arc in^ Si quan^ 
\\atit jfvmiliarii ivfdicius cum iffit rem babu^^ 

at no Body belidcf fctrmim co>3\4 V);k«i€ 
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defcrib'd Circe, fo beautiful, fo voluptuous, and fo 
police. 

Enothca, the Prieftefs of PrLipas, ravifhes me 
witlv the Miracles flic promifes j with her In- 
chancments, her Sacrifices, her jOiTow for the 
Death of the confecraced Goolc ; and the man- 
ner in which ftie's pacified, when Polutias makes 
her a Prefent, with which (he might purchafe a 
Goofe, and Gods too, if file thought fit. 

Pbilumena, that complaifant Lady, is no lefs 
entertaining ; who, after flie had cullied feveral 
Men out of their Eftates, in the Flower of her 
Beauty, now being old^ and by confequence unfit 
for Pleafuies, endeavour'd to tieep up this Noble 
Trade; by the means of her Children, whom flio 
Introduc'd with a Thoufand fine Difcourfes to old 
Men, who had no Heirs of their own. In a 
Word, there is no part of Nature, no Profeffion, 
*hich Fttnmus doth not admirably paint : He is 
a Poet, an Orator, and a Philofopher, at his 
.Pleafure. 

As for his Verfes, I find in them an agreeable 
Force, a natural htauty, Naturdi fulcbritudine car- 
men exjurgit : Inlomuch that DoMX,<i cannot any 
longer bear with the Heat and Impetuofity of 
Lucattj after he has read the taking of Troy, or the 
kittle EjJ'iy about tbi Civil War, in Petronius, which 
be prefers much above the other's Pbarfultg. 

-?»4W vel trtcenta Cofdubenfis tUius 
tbarfaiicomm l^trJuMm Vdatmma. 

Jin. Doufa Pat. ?r>ecidaneoTum Petren 
Lib. IL Cap. n. 

Perhaps I may be deceiv'd ^ but in my Opi- 
*o, Ltieraimt has not tteated of Dreatns, in fuch 
tRraeablojxunnei as Pttrmimy in the following 

:» ,: v: . ■ ■' " . . : . 



tUm dtlnirs Deumy nee ab athere nkmina m'mmHt : 
SfdJUi ^mpjjke fack $ n0m €Hm fnafhatu fofore * 
Vrgtt memhs ^^uksj 4^ mens fine fmdete ludit, ; 
^id^id Uoe fiiit, temhii ^t \ ojfida Inlh 
^m ^Hatit e^ fUmmis H^ififamda^ fievit in mken 
Tda mdet^ 'vepfitfifue Ades^ iih Fiinei^a Rtgmmy 
Jit^ue exmdantes fetfiifi Sangnim dhnfos. 
^m Caufas crare feterit^ Lig^Pl^i fbrum^ue^ ' 
£/ favid6 cermmt inchififm Corde Trihinat'. 
Candit Avarus Ofes^ - defiffitmjH^ irmenit Auhm% 
Ven^ter faJtm Csnihis efuatit. Etipii undit^ v « 
AtH premit tfp&fam prkurus Vlavka Puffins 
Scrihlt Amatori Meretrix. Dot Adukera Munusl 
EtCanis inSonmis LefcfUVefiigUimrat. 
Inm^isSfatiiJii£ferifrnmn^n^4dkranti 

Petroii. Safiyn 

When in a Dreamy prcfented to our VkWy . 
Thofe airy Vorms appear fo like the true } 
Nor Heav'n^ iior Hell^ tha fimc/d Vifim fcni$i • 
But ev'ry Breaft its own Z>eil»/Si9i lends: 
For when fofc Sleep the Body felds in Eafe^ 
And from |the heavy Mais bur Faticy frees^ 

Whatever *tis in which u^e take DeUgbt^ - 

And think of moft by Day, we dream by Night/ 
Th'ambitious Brave, who itiighty Statib o'erttirn. 
Ruin whole EmpireSj and vaft Cities bDrti, 
From fancy U Darts believe a dat4iien'd Sky^^ ^ 
And fee, in haftoji' defeated Squadrons ifly t ' 
Here bloody Flaitis^a ghaftly PreTpea: yie!(f| 
And Monarchs flain nobllitate the Field. ' 
He that by Day litigious Knots unty'd. 
And charmed the drowfy Bench to either Mi j 
By Night a Crowd of cringing CUents fees^ 
Smites on the Foob^ and kindiy takes their Fees. 
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The Mifer views his glitt 'ring Heaps of Gold, ' 
And oft the vifionary Sums are t<M> I 

Then fancies Thieves difturb his filort Delight ; 
HcTtews their Masks,and wakens with the.Fright. I 
To Heav'n the Merchant doeshimfelf addreft, 
Drea^iiing of Wrecks, religious in Diftrcfs. 
Huntlmen with Joy th'imagin'd Chafe purfue, 
dullow aloud, and fee the Stag in View.- 
The Miftrefs to her abfent Lover writes. 
And, as awake, with Flames and Darts indites.; 
The am'rous Wife dreamsof her Lover's Charms, 
Aud hugs her Husband with adult'rous Arms. 
Dogs, in full Cry, purfue their fearful Game j 
The Wrctchedj tho' afleep, ftill feel their Pain. 

And what can one compare to that voluptuous 
Night, whofe Image fills thp $oul in fuch a manner, 
that a Man has need to calt his Virtue to his AGS- ] 
fence, to overcome the Jiveljf impreflion it makes 
iipon the Mind i 

^alis nox fu'tt illa^ Z>», Dtaque ! 
^uam mollis tborus .' Htefimms eakntes, 
£( tranifuMmui bine tif hinc labtHis 
Errantes animas. Vahtt cara. 
AioTtalis ego fie ferire ttefi. 

Who can the Charms of that blellNight declare! 
Howfoft, ye Gods! our warm Embraces were! 
Our wanton Limbs, like curling Ivy twin'd j 
By eager Lips our wand'ring Souls were join'd. 
Away, all Cares : I'd gladly ceafe to live. 
If Joys, like thefe, I might in Death receive. 

. Altho' the declamatory Stile feems ridiculous 

3 Pttroniusj yet, for all that, he ihews much Elo- 

Qce in his Declamations j and to dcmonftrate 

dw moft Debaiich'd arc not ucapabte of 
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Meditation, or Recollection, Morality has ho^ 
thing more ferious, or better maiTag'd than the 
Refledions of Encolpius upon the Inconftancy of 
Human Affairs, and the Uncertainty of Death. 

Upon every Subjeft that offers it felf, 'tis im* 
poffible to think more nicely, or to fpeak with 
more Purity. In his Narrations, he fometim^s 
copies after plain unaffeded Nature, and contents 
himfelf with the Graces of Simplicity j fometimes 
he gives his Work the fini(hing Strokes, and then 
nothing is fa polifh'd. CatuUus and Martial treat 
of the fame Things in a grofs manner { and it 
any one could find the Secret of Wrapping up 
what's Obfcene^ in a Language like his, I daro 
anfwer for the Ladies, that they would praife hiiri 
for his Difcretion. 

But that which more peculiarly belongs to Pe-^. 
troniusy is, that excepting Horace^ in a few Odes, 
he is, perhaps, the only Perfon of Antiquity^ 
that knew how to fpeak of Gallantry. Virgil is, 
indeed, moving in his Paffipns j the Amours of 
Didoy and thofe of Orpheus and Euridice, have 
Charms and Tendernefs ; yet there is nothing of 
Gallantry in them : And poor Dido, fo compafli- 
onate was her Soul, fell in Love with the pious 
ty£neasy at the bare recital of his Misfortunes, 
Ovid is witty, and eafie : TibuUus delicate. But 
their MiflrefTes ought to . have been bred at a 
* College, to know what they rhean. On all 
Occafions they alledge Gods, ^nd Fables, and 
Examples drawn from the morft remote Antiqui-* 
. ty J they alfo promife Sdcrificies too, and I fancy 

Y that 



* Mr^ de St. Evremond fays in the French, Tbdt tlJ^} 
ngjft to have heenas learHed as U^iM do ^M4«rj| who watd 

m9tu JFritcr cf fymmti^ 
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that Monfieur Cba^eUin t learn'd of them the Me- 
thod of burning Hearts in Offerings. Lucian, SS in- 
genious as he is, afipears grofs fo fooh as he 
fpeaks of Lore, and his Courtezans talk rather 
the Language of the Stews, than of the Bed- 
chamber. 

For my own Part, tho* I am a great Admirer 
of the Ancients, I can't but do Jutlice to our 
own Nation, and am perfuaded, that we have a 
great Advantage over them in this Point. And, 
indeed, after having examin'd this Matter, 1 dd 
not know one of thofe great Genius's, that could 
have made MaJ}inijfa end Sofhonisba, Cafar and 
Cleopatra^ fpeak fo genteely of Love, as we have 
heard them iti our * Language. Now, as much 
as others fall ibort of us in this, particular, fo 
much doth Petrmius exceed us. We have no Ro- 
mance that can boaft of a Story fo agreeable as 
that of the EfHESlAN MATRON, No- 
thing has fo much of Gallantry as the Letters of 
Circe and Peiimes-; and all their Adventures, whe- 
ther you isfps£t the Management, or the Dc- 
fcriptions, have a Charader very much above the 
PoUtenefsof our Age. You may judge, whether 

he 



t Mr. Chipelain, in hu PUCELLE dOileani, look II. 
mektt the Count Duooii, who wai in Love w'tth that Heroin^ 
/ny^ among other extravagant Things : 

JDe ceFeu tcutefois que me fert I'lnnocence, 

Si tout Sage qu'il eft il me fut Violence? 

Helas ! il me devore ; S: inon Cam enbralc 

Deja pat fa Chaleur eft de Force 6pmft. 

lEt foit, conriimons nous d'une Fliisme fi belle, 
■ BtuIojii en Holocaufte au Feu de la Pucelle : 

JLai irons' I Kills pour la gloire en Cendret convetliri 

he tenons k UoiiheUr d'enttre le Martyr. 

*See tie SOPHRONISBE ai»i La ^OVt ^^^^tX. 
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he was able to treat a Noble Paflion with ^he 
nicenefs it deferves ; fince this was an AfBiir of 
two Perfons^ that were to tafte the utmolt Plea- 
fure at their firft Interview. 






THE 

EPHESIAN MATRON. 

* 

THere was a Lady at Epbefus^ in fo high i 
Reputation for her Chaftity, that even the 
Women of the neighbouring Countries came out 
of Curiofity to fee her^ as a Miracle. This Prude 
having loft her Husband^ was not content^ as the 
Cuftbm then was^ to affift at the Funeral Rites; 
with her Hair difiievel'd^ and to beat her Breaft 
before the People ; fhe refolv'd to follow the De- 
ceased even to his Monument ; and having laid 
him in a Sepulchre^ after the Grecian Manner^ fhe 
watch'd the Body^ and wept incelTantly over it ;. 
abandoning her felf to all the ExcefTes of Grief 
and Defpair, and fo obftinately determin'd to de- 
ftroy her felf by Hunger, that nether her Rela-^ 
tions nor Friends were able to ccAiquer this fatal 
Refolution. The Magiftrates ot the Place, who 
faiet With no better Succefs^ ^ were the laft that 
took their leaver of her j andTin this manner, our 
illuftrious Matron, lamented by all the World as 
a dead Perfon, hSd already pafs'd five Days with- 
out Eating. A faithful and affeAionate Maid; 
bore this unfortunate Lady Company, mingling 
her Tears with thofe of her Miftrefs, and re- 
newing the Light as often as there Was occafion; 
Nothing wai ta^ked of in the City, but this un- 
pretcdcnted Adveiiturb, and every one agreed^ 
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that this was the firft Example of Conjugal Love 
and Chaftity^ which the World had ever be- 
held: 

It happen d that, at this very time, the Go- 
vernour of the Province order'd certain Robbers 
to be affix'd to Croffes near the difmal Vault, 
where this virtuous Lady bewail'd her felf over 
the Body of her dear Husband. The following 
Night, a Soldier who was appointed Cencinel to 
watch the Croffes, left the Bodies fliould be ftolen, 
perceiving a Light in the Monument, and hear- 
ing the fad Complaints of a Perfon in Afljidion, 
was led, by a Curiofity common to all Men, to 
fee what the Matter might be. With .thefe In- 
tentions he went down into the Sepulchre, and 
furpriz'd at the fit»;ht of a very beautiful Woman, 
he continu'd for fometime frighted, as if he had 
feen fome Fantom ; then earneftly beholding the 
dead Body, which lay ftretch'd out before his 
Eyes, confidering the Lady's Tears, her Face dif. 
figur'd with her Nails, and all the other Marks 
of folemn Woe, he imagined, at laft, what the 
Matter was ; That a poor difconfolate Woman gave 
her felf up to Sorrow, and could not bear, with- 
out Defpair, the Death of him ft^ had loft. Upon 
this, he went back, and brought his fmall Supper 
with him to the Monument, and began to exhort 
her not to perfevere any longer in an unprofi- 
table Sorrow, and infignificant Complaints j That 
all Men have one common Exit, out of this 
World, and muft go to the fame Place j not omtt« 
ting any of the Arguments that are ufually eni* 
ploy'd to cure the moft diftemper'd Minds. 
the Lady being ftill the morc,p^i ^ 

expeded a Confolation. re* 
tions, beat her Breaft 
before, and K)re o^^ 
vpon tliQ miferable 
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The Soldier was not at all difcourag'd by this, 
but with the fame Exhortations endeavours to per- 
fuade her to take fomc Nouriffiment, till the 
Maid, who was undoubtedly conquefd by the 
delicious Smell of the Wine, as well as by his ^ 
Difcourfe, ftretch'd out her Hand to the Perfon, 
who invited them both in fo obliging a manner j 
and having recruited her Spirits by what fhe eat 
and drank, began her felf to combat the Obfti- 
nacy of her Miftrefs. ^ And what will you be 
^ the better, faid fhe, by thus ftarving your felf j 

* burying your felf alive j and giving up to 

* Fate, a Soul he does not yet demand back 
5 again? 

Think you thefe Tears, this pompous Train of IVo^ • 
Are known, or 'valud by the Ghojts hdww ? 

* What ! do you imagine you can bring the Dead 
^ to Life again, contrary to the Order of Nature ? 
^ For once be advifed by me ; lay afide this Weak- 
^ nefs, which none but Women are capable of j 
^ and enjoy the Advantages of Life, while Hea- 
^ ven gives you leave to do it. This very Body 
^ which you fee before you, fafficiently fhews 
^ you the Value of Life, and warns you to ma- 
^ nage it better. Few People liften with regret, 
when they are prefs'd to eat on the like Occafi- 
ons : And we eafily fufFer our felves to be perfwa- 
ded to live. Thus our Matron, famiflied by fo long 
an Abftinence, fuffered her Obftinacy to be over- 
come, and took her Viftuals with the fame Gree- 
dinefs as her Maid, who had yielded before. You 
know that Temptations generally foliow after 
Meals : Therefore with the very fame Arn^s 
^hat the Soldier employ'd.to combat her De- 
fyair, did he now attack her Chaftity ; and as 
If^ young Fellow appeared neictv^t dvC^'^^s&X^v 
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nor deffimte of Wit j th@ Maid yfa^ not wanting 
on her Pare, to do him all the good Ofi^ces fhe 
CQuidj telling to her Miftrefs : 

Jf%r jf/// you fiill rrfifi a f leafing Flame ? 

In fliort, not to hold you any longer in ruFpencs, 
the Virtuous Matron obferv'd the lame Abftinpnce 
as to the other part of her Body j and the Soldier 
compleatly Viftorious, fucceeded in his Attempts 
upon both. Thus ttiey continued together^ not 
only the iirft Night of their Enjoymetit, but the 
next Day alfo, and tl^e next after that. The 
Doors of the Mohument being fo carefully fhuc, 
that whoever had come thither^ tvhether a Friend 
or Stranger, would, without doubr, have conclu- 
ded, that the mpft Pious Wife in the Univerfe, 
had expir'd over the Body of her Husband. 

The Soldier perfeAly iharm'd with the Beauty 
of his fair Miftrefs, and the Secrecy of his good 
Fortune, kid out all the little Stock he had upon 
Frovifions, and aflbon as Night came on, he car- 
ried them to the Monument. In the mean time, 
the Relations of one of the Men that were hang'd 
perceiving that no body look'd after them , 
parried off the Body in ilii; Night, and buried it. 
But the poor Soldier, who fuffer'd this fcurvy 
Trick to be play'd him, while he was too bufily 
purfuing his private Pleafures, finding on the Mor- 
ning one of thefe Cfoffcs without a Body, re-j 
pair'd immediately to hisMilttefSj intbegreau' 
Apprehenfions of Punifhmcn^ — *— — ■^jkI 
her with what had happen'dj 
That as to himfelf he was \ 
wait his Condemnar 
Jufticc upon hinif 
E-ence with hiso 
fic kegg,'d of hci 




Monfleur de St. Evremoiid.' 

and to put him in the fame Tomb^ fatal b^th to 
her Husband and her Lover. At clfis^ our Matron^ 
who had an equal Share of Charity and Difcre- 
tion. Heaven forbid, faid flie, that I flwuld ever behold 
at the fame time, the Funerals of two Perfons who are 
fo very dear to me : / viill rather cboofe to hang the 
Deceasdy than to occajum the Death of the Living. Ac- 
jCording to this fine Speech, flie drew her Hus« 
band's Corps out of the Coffin, in order to fallen 
it to the Crofs, from whence the Body was ftolen. 
The Soldier immediately put in execution the fea* 
fonable Advice of fo difcreet a Lady \ and next 
Morning every one wpnder'd how a dead Man 
jhould be able to find his waj to the Gibbet. 



hCQNVERSATION 

BETWEEN 

The MarefcBaf D'HOGQUINCOURT, 
and Father C A N A Y E. 

BEing one Day ^t Dinner with the Marefchal 
* D'Hoc(]uincourty Father Canaye, who din*d 
there alfo, infenfibly led the Difcourfe to that 
Submiffion of Mind, which Religion requires of 
us; and having related to us many new Miracles^^ 
and fome Modern Revelations, he concluded, that; 
we ought to avoid, like a Plague, thole Libertine 

Witsy who pretend to examine every thing by 
Reafon. 

Y 4 ' Who 



^ at Peronne, of wl'ich 
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^ Who do you talk to of Libertine Wiu^ faid th* 
Marefcbat, ^nd who knew them better than I 
did i Bardouvllle and St. Ival were my beft 
. Friends j they engag'd me in the Party of the 
Count t, againft Cardinal Richelieu: Why,I know 
'em fo well that I could write a Book of their 
Sayings. When BarJouville was dead, and St, 
I'u^l had retir'd into Holland^ I came acquainted 
with La Frette and Sauvcbocuf j thefe were noiiQ 
of your Wits^ but brave, gallant Fellows. La 
Frette was as Stout as Hercules^ and my very good 
Friend J aind I think that I fufficiently ftiew'd 
my felf to be his in the Sicknefs that carried 
him off. I faw him dying of a fmall Fever, 
like , a Woman ^ and was enraged to fee La 
Frette^ that gallant La Frette, who fought Botit^^ 
vilUy go out, neither better nor wprfe, than a 
Farthiing Candle. Sau'vebeeuf and I, were con- 
cern d to preferve the Honour of our Friend j 
vvluch made us rcfolve to piftol him, that he 
ini,(;ht die like a Man of Honour. I clappd a Pi- 
^ flul to iiis Head, when a Son of a Whore of a 
^ J^f^'^^^ pudVd my Arm afide, and hinder d my 
^ Defign : This put me in fo great a Paffiofl a- 
^ g^inft him, that I prefently turnd Janfenifi. 

'like ?7ot!ce^ nrj Lord^ faid Father Canaye^ take no^ 
tlccy hovJ Satan is always in wait for us. Circuit, 
quarrens qvicm devoret ^ Tou are ftr,^i7vhat piqud 
^gain[i our Order ^ end be takes that Occafion to fur-^ 
frize^ and devour yen ^ nay^ worfe than devour youy 
}o wake yon turn Janfenilt : Vigilate, Vigilate j 
J{ Man cannot be too much upon his Guard againji the 
ccTntnon 'Eii^rny of Mankind. 

^ The Father's in the right, [aid the MarefchaL 
1 I l^ve been tofd that the Devil never fleeps. We 

, ^ ought 



t Th Count de So'ffous^ 
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' ought to do the like, and be always upon our 

^ Guard j For^ Sharp is the Word. But let us leave 
^ the Devil, and talk of my Likings. I have 

* loved War above all Things ; Madam de Monu 
^ hazon next to War j and fuch as you fee me, 

^ Tbllofofhy after Madam de Monthaz^on. Ton have 
reafon to love War^ replied the Father, for War loves 
you too i it has crown d you with Honours. Why ^ 
Td have you to know, that I am alfo a Warriour. 
The King has given me the DireSlion of the Hofpital of 
his Army in Flanders : Is not this enough to entitle 
a Man a Warriour ? Who would ever thought that Fa* 
ther Canaye ^ould turn Soldier ? Tet I am one , my 
Lord^ and do God no lefs Service in the Camp, than 
I did in the College of Clermont. Tou may therefore 
love War innocently*, to go to the War, is to ferve ones 
Prince ; and to ferve one's Prince, is to ferve God:. 
But as for what concerns Madam de Montbazon, 
;/ you have Lufied after her, if you have looked upon 
her with a Carnal Eye, you ynufi permit me to tell you, 
that your Defres were Criminal. . Tou did notjLuJt 
after her, my Lord, hut only lovf her with an innocent 
Friendship. 

^ How, Father ! ^aid the Marefchal, would you 
^ have me love like a Coxcomb ? The Marefchal 
^ d'Hoc^uincQurt has not learn d in Ladies Bed- 
^ Chambers, to do nothing more than to Sigh* 

' 1 LONG'D Father, I LONGED, You 

^ underftand my Meaning. — Longd /. What Long- 
^ ing ? In Truth, my Lord, you rally with a good Grace. 
Our Fathers oj St. Louis, would he ready tocrofs them- 
felves at thefe Longings. But when a Man has been a 
great while in the Army, he learns to hear every thing. 
No more, no wore, you fpeak this, my Lord, Ifuppofe to 
make your f elf Merry. 

^ There is no Merriment iii the Cafe, Father 
^ Do you know to what Pitch I lov'd her ? Uft 
{ (id Aras, my Lord. No, Aras, Father : . Un^^ 
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^ bite^ faid the Marefcbal^ taking a Knlfe^ a^dgra&^ 
^ ing the Haft fafi in bis Hand, Look ye here, if me 
' had commanded me to kill you^ I would have 
^ (heath'd this Blade in your Heart. Father Ca^ 
najt furpriz d at this Difcourfe^ bu^ more frighted 
at this ludden Xranfport^ had immediate recourfe 
CO his Mental Devotion, and fecretly pray'd to 
his Maker, that he would deliver him from i;he 
Danger wherein he found himfelf.. Bu^ not truft- 
ing altogether to Prayer, he infepfitly got out of 
the Marefchal's Reach, by an unpecceivable Mo- 
tion of his Buttocks. Thd Marefchal kep$ ftill 
within Arm's-length of him, by the fame M^j^n, 
with the Knife lifted up, fo that one woula have 
fworn, that he was going to put the Lady's Or- 
der in Execution. 

My ill Nature made me take Pleafure, for a 
while, in the Fright of our Reverend Spark j but 
fearing, at length, that the Marefchal in his Paf- 
fion, might render that Scene melancholy, which 
was before pleafant ; I put him in mind that 
Madam lU * Montbjx^on was dead ; and told him, 
Thac it was Father Canayes good Fortune, that 
he had nothing to fear from a Perfon that was no 
more. ^ God does every thing for the beft, replied 
* the Mjvcfckil : The faireft f Woman in the 
^ World began to be troublefome to me, when fhe. 
' kick'd up her Heels and died. She had always 

at: 



•^ The Dutchefs of Montbazon, Daughter to Count de Ver- 
tiis. Wits thenflill alive ; for Jhe died m the Year 1657. Mr, de 
St. Evremond w.zs not ignorant of it, hut he thought that this 
Anacronifm might he c.ifiiy forgiven him, confidering it was 
>:lifu-ulr otherwife to recover Father Canaye from the Fright 
be was in. *Tis long ago fin ce Mr, Bayle made this Ohfervation. 
See his Nouvelles de'la Republiqae des Lettres , December^ 

f Thus the Marefchal dKoqulnQoaxx called Madam de Mont- 



Monfieur de St. Uvtemond^ 187 

at her Tail one Abbot it f 'B.mci^ who difcours*d 
with her about G RACE before Company, and 
entenain'd her with fomething elfe in private* 
This made me forfake the Janfenifis : Before that 
I never mifs*d a Sermon of Father Defmaretz^ • 
and never fwore but by Gentlemen of Port-Royal; 
but I have confefs'd my felf to the Jefuits ever 
fmce : And if my Son has ever any Children, 
I am refolv'd they (hall go to the College of 
Clermont, or elfc I'll difinherit them. 

Oh, bow wonderful are the Wayi of God I cried out 
Father Canaye : How profound is the My fiery of his Ju-- 
fiicel A Fopling of a Janfenift pretends Love to a 
Lady whom my Lord wijhed well to : The Mercifill 
Cod makes ufe of J-ealouJie to put the Confcience of my 
Lor d into our Hinds,yi\Y.k^\L\k^\}D\C\K 
TUA DOiVlINE, Wonderful are thy Judgments^ 
O Lord J After the good Father had ended his pi- 
ous Refleftion, I thought I mijght be allowed to 
have a Share in the Converfation j fo I ask*d 
the Marefchal, if the Love of Philofophy did not 
fucceed the Paffion he had for Madam de Mont^ 

haz,on ? 

'A 

t Armand John Baptifl de Ranc6, fo Ml known^ finceun* 
der the Name of the Abbot de la Trappe, was one of the But* 
chefs of Montbazon'j Lovers ; and let his Panegyrifts faj what 
they pie afe^ 'tis certain^ that thefudden and unexpeBed Death 
of that Ladyy was one of the principal Motives of his Convert 
fan and Retirement. Madam de Montbazon /f/^i of the Small* 
Tox in a Country Houfcy where the Ahhot heing come^ from Pa- 
ris, upon the fir jl News of her Illnefs^ and finding no body at 
the Gate^ he went up to the Dufcb^s^s Apartment through the 
Sack- Stairs ; and the p ft OhjeB that pre fented it felf to his 
Sights was Madam de Moptbazon*/ Corps ^ disfigured in the 
moft horrid andghaftly manner^ and teady to he laid in the Cof" 
fin. This made fo lively an Imprejpon upon him^ that he re-* 
nounced the U^orld^ and fettled in his Abbey of La Trappy 
a very auftere fi^Jorm. He died on the %6th of OSsfew.^ 
1700. 
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' A Plague on*t, I have lov'd Philofophy but 

* too well, faid the Marefchaly I have loved it biit 
^ too well i but I have lefc it ac h% and will 

* trouble my Head no more with it. A Devil of 
' a Philofopher had fo puzzled my Bravi about 

* our Firjf Parents y the Affky the Serpent y Terreftrlal 

* Paradife, and the Cherubimsy that I had like to have 

* believed nothing at all. The Devil take me, if 
' 1 believ'd a Syllable then j but ever fmce I could 

* endure to be crucified for my Religion. Not 
' that I fee more Reafon in it now j but, on the 
^ contrary, lefs than ever : But, for all that, I 

* could fuffer my felf to be crucified, without 
^ knowing why or wherefore. 

So much the bettery my Lordy reply'd the Father, 
twanging it very devoutly through the Nofe, fo 

MHcb the better j Thefe are no Human Motions ^ they 
proceed from God. N O . R E A S O N ! That's the 

true Religmt, this NO REASON! What an 

(xtraorJinary Crace^ my Lord^ has Hea'vcn befiow^d up^ 
cnjcu? Edote licut Infantes, be as Infants, Infants 
pre fir 'vc tbti'ir Innocency^ and why ? becaufe they have 
7^0 Rcafcm. Beaci pauperes Spi^itu, Bkjfed are the 
poor In Spirit : they fin not j the Reafon isy becaufe they 
hive no Reafon: NO REASON i WITH- 
OUT KNOWING WHY, OR WHERE- 
FORE. Oh excellent IVords ! They ought to be writ-' 
ten in Letters of Gold: NOT THAT I SEE 

MORE REASON IN IT NOW; BUT, 
ON THE CONTRARY, LESS THAN 

EVER: ];; Truths this is Divine for them, that 
hjve any Tufte of Heavenly Thi?igs ; N O R E A- 
S O N I IVbat an extraordinary Gracey my Lordy has 
God bcfov/d upon you ? 

The Father had carried farther his Holy Hatred 

againft Reafon, if feme Letters had not come 

:)m Court to the Matefchal, which interrupted 

pious an Entertainments The Marefchal read 
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' them, fofdy to himfelf ^ and afterwards he was 
pleas'd to tell the Company the Contents. ^ If 
I affeAed to be thought a Politician^ as o- 
thers do, t fliould retire into my Clofet, to read 
Difpatches from the Court ^ h^ I always Ad 
and Speak with an open Heart. The Cardinal 
fends me word. That * Stenays taken ; that the 
Court will be here within Eight Daysj and 
that the Command of the Army, that made the 
Siege, is given m'e, in order to go and relieve 
Arras with T'urenne and La Ferie : I remember 
well that Turenne fufFer'd me to be beaten t by 
the Frince of ConJe, when the Court was at Gien ; 
Perhaps I may find an Opportunity to be even 
with him. If Arras \\ were reliev'd, and Turenne 
beaten, I fhould be content j 111 do what I can j 
but I fay no more. 
He would have related to us all the Particulars 
of the Battle, and what reafon he thought he had 
to complain of Monfieur 4e Turenne : But we 
were informed, that the Convoy was got already 
a good way out of Town, which made us take 
our leaves fooner than we intended to do. 

Father Canaye having no Horfe of his own, 
defir d the Marefchal to lend htm one to carry 
him to the Gamp : And what fort of a Horfe will 
you have. Father ? fays the Marefchal ; I will make 
you the fame Anfwer^ my Lordy replies the Father, 
as good Father Suarez made to the Duke of Medina 

Sidonia upon the like Occajion^ Qualem me decet 

effe, Manfuetum, Such an one as I ought to be^ gentle 
and tractable. ^ ^akm me decet efje, Manfuetum ! I 

^ underftand 



* Stenay vat taken the 6th of Augufl 1654. 

t At Bleneau the qth efA^ril i6$z. 

II Thefe Three Marefchals having forced the Lines in Three 
Places^ heat the Spaniards, entred Arras, and obliged the Pr\na 
pf Ooniit to retire. 
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'underfiand a little Latiny fiid the Marefchkl^* 
^ Manfuetum is a fitter Word for Sheep than Horfes; 

* Let the Father have my Horfe j I love the 
^ whole Order^ and am his Friend^ therefore lee 

* them give him my beft Horfe. I weiit to di- 
fpatch fome fmall Bufinefs of my own^ but ftaid 
not long before I rejoin'd the Convoy. 

We pafs'd without Danger j but not without fome 
Fatigue for poor Father Cd^aje. I met him upon 
the March, mounted on one of the beft Stone* 
Horfes of Monfieur ^iioc^uincourt. 'Twas a mettle* 
fome fiery De«ril^ reftlefs, and always in Motion ^ 
that champ'd his Bit eternally j ftill went on one 
fide, neigh'd every Minute ; and what moft of- 
fended the Mbdefty of the Father, he Very inde- 
cently miftook all the Horfes thit came near hini 
for Marcs. What do I fee^ Father ? faid I, coming 
up to him : What Horfe bai/e f hey given you? Where 
is good Father SuarezV jN^^^, that you ask'd fo edr^ 
ne^lj for ? ^ Ah, Sir, fays he, I am e en fpcnt, I 

^ am bruis'd to Pieces. He was going on 

with his Complaints, when a Hare ftarted. An 
Hundred Horfemen immediately hurried away in 
Confufion after the Courfe, and we heard pre- 
fently more Difcharges of Piftols, than at a Skir-^ 
mifh. The Father's Horfe being us'd to Fire, 
under the Marefchal, ran away with his Rider, 
and made him penetrate inftantly beyond their 
confus'd Ranks. 'Twas a very pleafant Sight to 
fee a Jefuit at the Head of all this Company, in 
fpite of himfelf. By good Fortune Pufs was kill'd ^ 
and I found the Father in the midft of Thirty 
Horfemen, who all gave him the Honour of a 
Chafe, which might deferve the Name of a Ren- 
counter. The Father receiv'd their Commenda- 
tions with a feeming Modfefty ; but in his Mind 
he defpis'd very much the Manfuetum of good Fa- 
ther Suarex,. and hugg d himfelf with the Wonders 

he 
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' a great deal of Obftinacy and Self-conceit 

* Thofe that are leaft ufeful, fortify the Party b' 

* their Numbers ; and the mod confiderable rail' 

* its Credit by their Quality. As for the Polii 

* cians, they employ every one according to hi 

* Talent ; and govern the whole Machine b] 

* Springs unknown to ihofe vfiry Perfons who 

* aftet! by them, 

* Thofe who preach, or write upon GRACE, 

* and treat that celebrated and fo-long- debated 

* Queflion j Thofe who place the Council above 
' the Pope, oppofe his Infallibility, and ihw; 

' the great Precenfions of the Court of Rome, a 

* perfuaded of what they fay : Thougb capabli 

* to change their Opinion, if the Jejuiti (houli 

* one Day think fit to alter theirs. Our Direiftoi 

* do not much regard the Doftrine : For the! 

* principal Aim is to fet up one Society agaii 

* the other ; to fecure for them a Vany in tl 
' Chunk i and out of a Party in the Church, 
' Cahal at Court. They introduce a Reformat!) 
' into a Monaftery, without reforming thei 

* felves ; They extol Penance, without pradifinj 
' it J They caufe fome Peifons, who endeavoi 

* to diftiiiguifh themfelves by being Singular, i 
' diet on Herbs, whilft they live as well as thol 

' that have the molt delicate Palates. Neverthelefs^ 

* our Dire^ors, fuch as I reprefent them, do Jan- 
' fmifm mote Service by rheir Directions, than our 

* beft Writers by their fine Books. 

* Our Prefervation is owing to a wife and pi 

* dent Management : And, if I millake n 

* fiiould ever Mr. de Believre^ Mr. Le^iic, and Mr? 

* Ju Gue-B.jgnels, fail us, (htre will happen a 

* great Change in Jatiftnifm. The Reafon of it 

* is, bccaufe our Opinions wilj have raucli a< 
' to fubfift by themfelves : For they put an 
' nal Conftraint upon Naiure ^ take off f* 
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li^on what's comfortable in it ; and put in its 
Place^ Fear, Pain, and Defpain The Janf^ 
nifts endeavouring to make all Men SaintSy do 
not find Ten in a whole Kingdom to mdke 
fuch Cbrifitans as they would , have them. Chri- 
ftianicy is Divine : But they are Men that em- 
brace it j and therefore ,we mufl^ by all means, 
calculate every Thing for Human Capacities. 
Too auftere a Philofophy, makes fe*v wife Men j 
Too rigorous Politicks, few good SubjeAs j.Too 
hard a Religion, few religious Perfons, whofe 
Devotion is of long continuance. Nothing catf 
be lafting, which does hot fuit with Nature. 
GRACE, of which we talk fo much, . fuits it 
felf with it : For God makes ufe of the Doci- • 
lity of our Minds, and of the Tenderriefs of our 
Hearts, to make bimfelf befov'd. 'Tis certain^ 
that too rigid Divines raife a greater Averfion 
againfl' themfelves, than againft Sins. The Pe- 
nance they preach tip, mdkes People prefer the 
Eaflnefs of continuing in Vice, before the Diffi* 
culties that attend the getting out of it. 
^ The other Extream appears to me equally 
Vicious. If I hate morofe People, who make 
a Sin of every Thing, I hate no lefs thofe eaiie 
dnd com|>laifant Teachers, who ihake a Sin of 
nothing ; who cotlntenaace the Depravation of 
Nature ; and become (ecret Favourers of Im- 
morality. . The Gpffel, in their Hands, is more 
indulgent than Morals ; And Religion, when md- 
hag'd by them, does not fo ftrongly oppofe 
Vice, as R^^y^ does. I love learned hoheft 
Mfen, who malce a found judgment of our 
Adions j wjio fcrioufly exhort us to the good j 
and, as far as in them lies, diiTuade us from 
the bad. I would have ^theni know the triie 
I Difference of Things, by a juft and nice Dit 
eernanent} I wobld h^ve them diftinguifh ^ 

35* *«^l««Si!t 
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^PuiSM, from die £ffeft of k; aDofign, fiom 
^die ExecttikM: Vkc^ from Ccime; Pleafiucs, 
^ from Vice : I would hare chem acak our 
^VniUki, and condemn our IXfixdtes; I would 
^ not have chem confound lighc^ fimple^ and na- 
^ rural Appetket, wich wicked and penreife In- 
^ clinatiom : In a Word^ I am for CbrifiioM MgnJs^ 
^ Mlihtr fivere, not r$mifi. 



m IKISHW PROPHET. 

A NOVEL. 



AT the time that Monfieur de Comminges was 
Ambaflador from the Moft Chriftian King, 

lo llio King of (hcrf-nih^ihjy there came to London 
nil /////; rKC)l>lli:'J\ who pafs'd for a great 
Vcrlonncr ol Miracles ^ according to the Opi- 
nion ol ihc Credulous, and, perhaps, his own 
i\:r(iiali()n. 

Some Pcrfons of Ouality having defii'd Mon- 
i\c\\\' de Cowvilftgts to lend for him to his Houfe, 
that (licy might fee Ibmc of his Prodigies, he 
uas vciy willing to grant them that Satisfaction, 
UN well to graciiy his own natural Curiofity, as 
one of C.omplaifancc to them : And fo he fent for 
chis pretended Prophet. 

Upon 
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Upon the Noife, which this News made in all 
Parts of the Town, the Ambaffador's Houfe was 
ibon fiH'd with fick People, who came with a 
fall AlTurance of being cur'd. 

The Irijh Man made the Company wait for 
him fome time j and after an impatient ExpeAa- 
tion, the Sick and the Curious faw him arrive 
with a grave, but plain Countenance^ which 
carried in if not the leaft Mark of an Im- 
poftor. 

Monfieur Je Comminges prepar'd himfelf to exa- 
mine him to the Bottom, hoping he might en- 
large himfelf with Pleafure, on all he had read 
in Van Helmont and RoJin ; but, to his great Con- 
cern, he was not able to efFed it j for the Crowd 
was fo great, and the Infirm prefs'd on fo eagerly 
to be cur'd firft, that they had much ado, with 
Threats, and even Force, to regulate their Raiiks. 

The Irifl) Prophet afcrib'd all Indifpofitions to 
Spirits ; and all Infirmities^ according to him, were 

ToJJeJJlons. 

The Firft Man that was prefented to him, was 
one troubled with the Gout and Rheumatifm^ which 
he had, in vain, endeavour'd to get ciir'd of. 
This our Wonder-Maker obferving, / have feen\ 
long agOy (aid he, this fort of Spirits in Ireland, 
Thefe are Watry- Spirits, that hri^g CoUnefs, and oe» 
cafion an over-flowing of Humours in theft poor Bodiej, 
THOU 1;FIL SPIRIT, WHO HAST LEFT 
THE HABITATION OF THE WATE^RS, 
To COME AND AFFLICT THIS MU 
SERABLE BODY, I COMMAND THEE 
TO ^UIT THY NEW ABODE, AND TO 
RETURN TO THY ANCIENT DWEL^ 
LING. Having faid this, the fick Man r&tir'd j 
and another came in his rocvm, who complain'd he 
was tormented with melancholy Vapcnirs. 



^\ 
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He was, indesd, one of tbofe we commonly 
eill Hj^candnAcis and Fmej-^ky akho' they are 
but too mudi fi» in efled. AlKT S?IKIT,^^^ 
ri»e, IRXSB Wao, RETURN INTO THE 
AIR, TO EXERCISE THT POWER IN 
RAISING STORMS; AND STIR UP NO 
MORE HURRICANES IN THIS SAD 
AND ^lyERABLE BODT. 

This Sicfc-Periba toade way for anocher, who, 
accD'tijDg DO the Opinion of onr Prophet, was 
a PCNT H0BG03LIS, unable to refift onp 
itircrrc cheFcrccof his Speli He faocy'd he 
bad ijosiA him oct by cenain Marks, which did 
sot appear do us j and fimUiig on the AiTenibly, 
ZSkfitt ^Sfiria, &d bCj anjiUtm nonbUfomy and 
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f orery Tlung that related to 
Scicks. He was acqjainted with their Numbers, 

thiir R.J.-..^.-. tTxi: Njtics, thetr Imploymencs and 
F-nv.-i;:^:cs : ra-. . he boarted chat he tjnderftood the 
l.-c"r!i;L.is ^f Dcnior*.-, m\ich better than the Affairs 
cr Mir,. 

\ :\i c-r.nc: imagine what a Reputation he 
u'j.; i :-■: X very liccls time. ^oiW Catholicks and 
i-"-,.!,,-.-!; c^ime 10 him from all Parts j add you 
wouiii :-ive fiiJ, that the Power of Heaven was 
Tovig- n the H^nds of this Man, when an un- 
4^;•v^.te'i Adventure, deflroy'd the wonderful O- 
■^\\<m which the Publick had enccrtain'd of 

\ Country Gentleman and his Lady, who HSd 
1 for feme time, came to feek Relief 

waking Virtue, againft certain Spi- 
which, they faid, difturbed their 
n, and the Peace of their Family, 
.lan was about 4^ Years oH, arid 
;rfon of Eftate and Quality. Me- 
lUe Lady -^ttb&foK my Eyes. She 
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V^$ about ;f Years old^ and was Perfonable e* 
nough J but one might eafily read in her Face^ 
ebac file had been much Handfomer formerly. 
I nam'd the Husband fycfy^ for the Dignity of his 
Rank ; yet the Wife would fpeak firft, whether it 
was becaufe (he ^eliev'd her felf to be moft tor- • 
mented by her Spirit, or that flic was ojtily prompt- 
ed by the talkative Appetit^, \yhich is 10 I^aturajl 
to her Sex. 

My Hmbandy faid flip, is one of the hefi Men in 
the World: I give him a thoufand Difquiets^ and i$ 
gives me no fiv/er in his Turn. J would fain liv$ 
comfortably with him, and Jhould not fail of my D*- 
' fires, ifafirange Spirif, with which Ifeel my felf fof-^ 
feffed at certaip titles, did not make me fo haughty and 
iS-humourd, that there s no enduring of me. After 
thefe Agitations are over, I return to my natural good 
Humour j and then omit no fond Endearments to end^^^ 
vour to pkafe my Husband : But his Demon pofejfes 
him, when mine for fakes me j and this very Husband 
of mine, who, bears my Tranfports fo patiently, is a 
down-right Fury to me, when I am Calm. Here ftopt 

pur Lady, who, in all appearance, dated her 
Cafe truly ; and the Husbapd, who feem'd to be 
no lefs fmcere than his Wife, beg^n his Difcourfe^ 
as follows J 

IVbat'ever Reafon I ha'pe to complain of my Wifes 
Devil, lam, however, obligd to him, that he has not 
f aught her to Lye ; for 1 mujl own, that (he has faid 
nothing but what is litteraUy True. AH the time that 

am com^ 
Peace^ 

-^ ^ , . - , -y . nresme 

with new Courage, and new Forces, I make her then 
i^iow the Dependance of a Wife, and the Superiority tf ' 
a Husband. Thus our Lives ai^efpent in perpetual ^ar^ 
either Offenpve or Defenfive j ^hich makes offf Condi^ 
tioa as miferabUas can be imanni. Tli^*^^^^\r 
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Lave J acefuaimcd yea with our TormivtSj end if j/gU 
.bavt a Remedy fir them, 1 defire you f be cur Deli- 
verer. The Cure of nDlflrm^tT fo firange as tb'is of ours, 
mill bring you »a [mall Rcfiitattm. 

Theft an neither \io\:^goh\\n$, »of Fairies, faidthe 
Jrijb Man j Thiy are .Spirits of she Firfi Order^ and 
belong to /.licifer s Lvgson : Proud Demons ; Great £»e- 
mies to Okdktitt j and very bard to expel. Tou vHl 
tiot take it amifs, Centiemtn, purfu'd he, turning to 
the Affembly, if 1 examine my Books a little ; fir I 
hive occajiunfar PP'erds out of the common Read. Upon 
this he withdrew into a Clofet, in order to turn 
over his Books and Papers ; and after he had re- 
jeded a Hundred Forms, as roo weak to Combat _ 
fpCh powerful Eneraies, he pitch'd, at laft, upon 
one that was able, as he thought, to Confound 
and Expel all the Devib in Hell. 

The firft EfFcft of the Conjuration was upon 
himfelf J for his Eyes began to rowl in his Head, 
with fo miiny Giimaces and Convulfions, that he 
might very well ra(s for a Man polTefs'dj to thofe 
who came for a Remedy agaiuft Poffefrion. 

After he had ftar'd and look'd abcuc him, he 
fix'd his Eyes, at length, upon this Virtuous Cou- 
ple ; and ftriking both of them with a Wand, 
which could not be without Virtue : BE GO jV£, 
TE SPIRITS Of DlSSENTlON, bys he, 
BEf-ONr, ^ND EXERCISE DISCORD 
IN HELL, JiND BY TOUR DEVylRtURK 
LET THAT llAprr UNION BE RE- 
EST^RLISU'D, WHICH YOU HAVE SO 
IMPIOUSLY BROKEN. Then he approach'd 
foftly to the Ears of the pretended Poffefs'd, and 
railing the Tone of his Voice, 1 HEAR YOU 
MURMURy DEVILS, ATTHE OBEDI- 
K^CE WHICH YE ARE FORC'D TO PAT 
E: RUT HERE YE TO BURST WITH 
ONE.SS, TE MUST BE CONE. DE- 
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TART, DEPART. An J you, wy Friends ^ go and 
merrily enjoy that Repofe,' which ye have been deprivd 
of jo long. Enough for this time. Gentlemen ^ I 
frotefi to youy that I am all over, in a Sweat with the 
Fatigue^ which the Offofition of thefe obfiinate Devils 
has given me. I believe I have had to deal with Two 
Thoufand Sfirits in my time, who^ all together^ have 
not given me fo much Pain and Trouble as thefe. 

The Devils being thus difpatch'd away, the 
Irijh Man retir'd ; all the Company went out of 
the Houfe ; and our married Couple returned to 
their Lodgings,witha Satisfadion more miraculous 
than the Prodigy, which had been wrought in 
their Favour. 

When they came Home^ every Thing appeared 
agreeable to them, upon this new Alteration of 
Mind, which created a new Difpofition in their 
Senfes. They found a fmiling Air in every 
Thing ,' they look'd upon themfelves with Plea- 
fure; and were not wanting in fweet and tender 
Words to exprefs their Love. But, vain Delights, 
How little Dependance there is upon your Dura- 
tion ! And bow prepoftercufly do Perfons, that 
are born to Misfortunes, rejoice when they obtain 
one fliort moment of Happinefs I 

Such was the Tranquillity of our married Cou- 
ple, whpn a Lady of their Acquaintance came, to 
wifli them Joy for their Cure. 

They anfwer'd this Civility in a very obliging 
manner, and the ufual Compliments, on this 
Occafion, being made and returned, the Husband 
began a' very pertinent Converfation upon the 
Happy Condition, they were now in, after fe 
many Miferies they had endur'd. His Wife, 
either to caufc a greater A'dmiration of this Mi- 
racle, or elfe to pleafe her own malicious Hu- 
mour, enlarged her felf with Satisfacftion upon the 
Jricks wluch her Devil had fuggeftcd to V^rx^v^ ^ 
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tortnetit her Husband. Upon which, the Hus^ 
t>and jealous of the Honour of his Devil, or, a( 
leaft, of his own Authority, gave her to undef- 
ftand, Tiat Jhetalk'J too feelingly of Things pafi, the 
RtViembrance ivbtreof was fo irkfome to bint. Hc, 
9dded, That coafiJering aU was now weB, (he ought t^ 
think of nothing el/e^ hut that Obedimce which a H^/i 
OTVes to her Hashand j ^t he would only he foSicitouSy om ■ 
f>ij fide^ how to make a lawful Ufe of bis Triviledget, 
in order to make their Condition as haffy for the f»- 
turey as it had been unfortunate fat the Tone fafi. 

The Wife highly offended at the Word OB^ 
DIENCE, and yet more at the fevere lojun- 
Aion to hold her Tongue, brought aU the Arguments 
fhe could think o^ to maintain an Equality ia 
Marriage, faying. That the Devils were not at fue^ 
a diflance, but they might be rtcalTd, in cafe this Equa- 
lity was infring'd. 

The Lady above-mention'd, who was as DiC- 
creec and Jadicious as any of her Sex, wifely re- 
prefented co her the Duly of Wives, and at the 
fame time preach'd up the Condud and good 
Managenienr, that Husbands are oblig'd to ufe.- 
But her Reafons, inftead of pacifying, did but 
more Incenfc her, fo that (he became more infup- 
portable than before. Ton are in the Right, dear 
Wiftj reply'd the Husband, The Devils were net gone 
■ fofar, but they were eefily recall' d ^ or rather, you were 
fo endearing to ysurs, that he refolves to contirtue with 

■'/, vofwiibfianding the pofitive Command that wai 
d upon him to leave you. I am too weak ta cope 
*ie with you and him ; which obliges me to retire^ 

.poi'd, as lam, to fuch an unequal Combat. And I, 
likewif, retire, fays file, with this Spirit, that will 
not abandon me. He miifi be a very ill-humour d fort 
of a Devil, indeed, if he is not more fociable than fa 

iblefonty and fo crofs a Husband. Then, turning 

■aids her Friend j Before I go, faid ike to her. 
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I am glad I have an occafiony Madam^ to tell you fret'- 
Ijfy that I e^eBed quite another Treatment from puf 
Friendjhif^ and that you have forgot the Interefi^ which 
obliges you to take a Wife s\f arty againji the ill ufage 
of her Husband. *Tis a very firange Things that I 
fhouhi be run down by one^ that ought to ha*ve e^ous*d 
my parrel. Adieu^ Madam^ Adieu j your Vifits do 
me a great deal of Honour i but one may very well be 
without themy if this be all the Good they do. 

Our good^ but over-difcreet Lady, was ex- 
treamly furpriz'd at this Compliment ^ being now 
convinc'd, by her own Experience, that even Wif- 
dom may over-flioot it felf, and that, for the moft 
part, we make an ill^ ufe of our Reafon, with thofe 
who have none. 

You may imagine fhe did not flay long alone, 
in a Houfe where nothing was talk'd of but De- 
vils i and nothing done, but what was flxtrava- 
gant to th# higheft Degree. 

The Husband pafs'd the reft of the Day, and 
all the Night, in his Chamber, afliam'd of the 
fliort-liv'd Joy he had received j vex'd at the pre- 
fent State of Affairs ; and refleding^ with great 
Anxiety of Mind, upon what he might expeft for 
the future; 

As the Agitation of the Wife had been much 
more violent, fo was it of much IhorterDuratioaj 
and! returning foon to her felf, fhe made melan- 
choly Reflexions upon the lofs of thofe Pleafures, 
of which flie faw her felf deprived. 

A certain refllefs Spirit, that fhall be nametefs, 
fuffer d few Moments to pafs without expoftula- 
ting with the Spirit of Difcord, why it fliould Sa- 
crifice its Intereft and Pleafure, thus to no pur- 
pofe. This Spirit, which particularly fways thofe 
of the Fair Sex, but chiefly a-Nights, when they 
cannot Sleep, had its defir'd Effeft upon our Lady, 
fp that refigning her felf up puwVj xo x\vt Cl^w- 
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iMAafSiScrtt fke vn'r.i h£r Hcdand, as fooa 
at 'nr» Day, defigoing to sicribe all p^ Difor- 
4icrf to a fioDge Vomer, '*.-\r.,}\ is oeicher Natural 
0C< ilumaiL / «M pt.:.f^J, faid Qte, is r^ /uctW 
JtCtTvd I «»;*7 «/ ^^/<w* -^■'- *»" Sfiritf did not im- 
imd'.attly kavt tUf what '.vr Ihfil Ds>3ot commanded 
$kttm to it gtmt ': And If jcu'i -.alu my Advice^ mj 
Dter^ hui tt^ ufihafn Hui'siifid^ we will go ^gain 
md h(g of b'lm « frongiij and msre cfftBual Conju- 
ration. 

The poor Husband, opprefs'd with Grief as he 
wa», would not hare repell'd an Injury j judge 
tbcn if he was not Tcry glad to find fo unexpeifted 
a Calm ; and tenderly affeded with this amorous 
Return in his Spoufe ; I^t us btmoin, my dear^ fays 
he to her. Let m bemesn our common Misforlunti^ and 
go a fteend time to feei a Remedy, ivhlch at pfi Wt 
' could not ohtam,. 

The Wife was agreeably furpriz'd at this DiC- 
coLirle ; for, inftead of a troublefom Demm^ whofe 
Inlults (he cxpeeied, fiic happily found a tender 
and cooipaflionaie Husband, who gave her Com- 
fcrt for that very Uneafmefs flie had given him ; 
an^ of which he himfelf had bore the greateft 
5h:ire. 

T'.\ r- .:,: ;iii Hour or Two to poflefs one 
■■'■ mutual Confidence, and placing 

,1 the niigdty Skill of the Pro- 
.: 'X to tlie Houfe of Monfiei:r dt 
.'cr to procure a more powerful 
which they had try'd before. 
:;y enter'd the Ghappel, but the 
■y'i them, and calling them fo 
j;lu be heard by all the Company j 
■-"',■ them, conw, dechrt the ACrjJe 
.led in yiju i and mjie ytimr Aihi^ii,^ 
. almighty P(l^■CT■, which bus JsUviir'd 
bed Sleviry undjr ll^ib yt grgoTt'J. 
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The Wife, without any Confultktion, imme- 
diately reply'd. That as for the Teftimpny he de- 
manded of them, they were ready to give it to ' 
the Obftinacy of the Devilsy but obt to his Skill: 

For^ in truth ^VenerabU Father y adddd file. Since your 
fine Operation, they have tormented us^ as it were, out 
of fpitey more violently than ever. 

Tou are IncredulouSy cried out our good Irljh^ 
Man in a wonderful Paffion, or at leafi Ungrateful^ 
Oi^ho malicioujly deny thofe Benefits yt have received. 
Come hither^ let me Conviit you of Incredulity cr 
Malice. 

When they came near him, he nicely examin'd 
all the Lines of their Faces : He particularly pb- 
ferv'd their Looks j and, as if he had difcotfer'd 
in their Eye- Balls fomc Impreflfcn of thefe Spi- 
rits i Tou are in the right ^ fays he, alt amaz d,' yom 
are in the right j they are nop yet difiodgd^. They are 
too deeply rooted, in your Bodies, to furrender at the 
Firfi Summons, but they mufi bold faft indeed^ if 
the Words I am now going to pronounce, dont Eje(i 
them. 

LEAVE, TOU ACCURSED RACE, !AN 
HABITATION OF REPOSE TOO GOOD 
FOR TOU, AND GO AND RAVE FOR 
EVER IN PLACES, WHERE DWELL 
HORROR, MADNESS, AND DESPAIR. 

*Tis done, my Friends, you are mofi certainly Jeli» 
verd : But return no more, I iptreat ye. I owe my 
Time to all the World, and you have had as nucb of it 
as comes to your Share. 

Now our Patients fuppos'd themfelves at the 
End of all their Misfortunes : This DajF feem*d 
as Happy to them as the Firft of their Marriage, 
and "the Night was expefted with the fame In>- 
patience, as that of their Nuptials had been 
iormerly. * ^his Nighty fo much defir'd, came.j 

but. 
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but^ alas! How ill did it anfjnrer their £xpe^« 
tions! . 

Too much Love caufes the Shame of Lovers ; 
iind I leave the Reader to imagine the Gonfufioh 
. of an Adventure^ 

Where Excejs of Defire^ 
Does extinguijh the Fire; 

Twas Happy for the Husband^ that his Wife 
accus'd the Devils that were Innocent j For, ffie 
was now fatisfied. That our famous Prophet Was 
a wretched Hibernian ; who, for all his Pretences, 
had not Skill enough to conjure doWii* an ^is 
Fatuus. • 

Sometimes (he imputed to her felf this Non- 
performance of her Husband, after the Example 
of the Sfanifh Women, who attribute to theni- 
felves, on thefe Occafions, the Failings of their 
Lovers j as being perfuaded, that the Force of 
their Charms ought neither to fubmit to the In- 
firmity of Nature, nor to the Power of Witch- 
craft. Thus the Wife, who accus'd her Husband 
in every Thing elfe, where he was moft Inno- 
cent, jufti6es him where he was moft Deficient, 
in paying the Conjugal Tribute j and rather 
chofe to impute a want of Love in him, to a want 
of Charms in her felf, than to a real Defedfc, 
which would prove eternally deftruAive of her 
Pleafures. 

But as a Lady doth not willingly entertain a 
Thought injurious to the Intereft of her Beauty, 
fte immediately recall'd to her Mind, the Malice 
of the Devils, and turn'd her Confpfion into An- 
ger againft the /ri/fc-Man, who had not Skill e- 
nough to expel them. 

We havcy faid Ihe angrily, and as rif /he had 
'>een inipired, we have too long been made Fools by 

this 
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this firry Bqgg-Trotter ; tut now I find that *tis N<m^ 
fenfi to exfeSt our Deliverance from him. However y it 
is not enough that we are undeceivd^ Jufiice okliges 
us to undeceive others as well as our felves^ and to 
make known to the World, either his Roguery, or 
Folly. 

My Dear, reply*d the Husband, '7/j undouhedly 
true, that the Mi^ortiine of this Night is purely owing 
to our Devils. Toe Irifll-Afon thought to banter them, 
but they refolvd to ridicule him and us in their Turn^ 
Tou know me, and I know my felf; fucb a firange Im-' 
fotence could not naturally haffen, I fay, it could not 
naturally happen i and therefore fee what we got by tbefe 
Conjurations. But, my Dear, condnu'd he, when you 
take the Impofior to Task,* dont mention the V articular s j 
and let nothing flip, which may tend to our Shame. Ai 
Family Secrets ought to be conceatd j but this in a more 
particular manner. ^ 

The Wife had like to take Pet, to fee her Telf 
fufpeded of fuch an Indifcretion : But not to em- 
broil Things a- new, that were tending to a good 
Accommodation, (he promised fo* to manage her 
felf, that none but the Irifh-Mzn fhould find fault 
with her Proceeding. 

.We ufually feek the Night to conceal our Shame, • 
but the Day here appear'd to difpel it ; and thefe 
unhappy Perfons, who were not yet well reco- 
vered of their Misfortune, turn'd their Thoughts 
with the Sun, who enlivens all Things, towards 
the Hopes that their Affairs would change for tiie 
better* 

They rofe out of their Bed with more Trails 
quillity, than they had found there : and after a 
imall Breakfafl:, and a* little Converfation, to for- 
tifie their Bodies, and reconcile their Minds, they 
went in Peace and good Union towards the 
Houfe, whither they had gone twice with Con- 
fidence, and from whence they had twice returned 

With- 
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without any Relief. They were there inform'dj 
That the Zr/()j-Man was gone to ^t. James's, to 
perform fome Wonders there, at the Defire of my 
Lord Sjiubigny, fo well known to all the World, 
for one of the moft agreeable Men that ever Uv'd. 
Behold then fome of the Prodigies which 1 ob- 
ferv'd at St. Jamets, with lefs Credulity than the 
Mulritu<]e, and with lefs PrejLidice than my Lord 
iAiibigny. 

Already did the Blind fuppofe they faw that 
Light, they did not fee ,- already did the Deaf 
imagine they heard, and heard not ; the Lame 
already thought they were grown well ; and the 
Impotent re-aflum'd, in Imagination, the firfl Ufe 
of all their Limbs. A ilrong Utn of Health had 
made the Sick forget their Diftempers ; and Ima- 
gination, which was no Icfs Adive in the Curi- 
ous, than in' the Sick, gave the Firft a falfe Pro- 
fpeft, through rheir Dellre of Seeing, as it gave i 
falfe Cure to the Second, throi^gh tlieii" Delire of 
being cur'd. 

Such w^s theX'ower of the 7r//T)-Man upon our 
Minds ; Such was the Force of our Minds upon 
our Scnfes. Tims nothing was talk'd of but Pro- 
digies ^ and tlieic Pndigies came fioni fo great an 
Authority, that the aftonifh'd Multitude receiv'd 
them with Submiffion, whilfl fome more know- 
ing Perfons durit not tejed them by their Know- 
ledge. A timorous and flavifli Knowledge ever 
paid a Refpeift to an imperious and authoriz'd 
Error : The Soul was weak, when the Under- 
ftanding was found ; and ihofe who f^w beft into 
thefe imaginary Cures, durft not fpeak their real 
timents among a prejudic'd and deluded Herd 
Selievers. 

■ich was the Triumph of the 7n//j-Man, when 

narried Couple couragioufly broke through 

Crowd, to come and infujt bim in all hk 

Majefty. 
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jift not thou ajham'd; faid th« Wife to 
him^ to ahufe the fimpk and creduh^s feople #/ tkm. 
Jofi, hy pretending to a Power ^ which thou ne'^& hadft f 
Thou baft enjoynd our Devils to lea^e us in ^iet^ and 
they have but tormented us the^ more for it* Thou ba0 
commanded them to be gone^ yet tbty ftill obftinateiy 
refolve to ftay^ in fpite of thy Orders^ and etjually 
deride our foolijh Credulity, and thy in^eSual Imfo^ 
fence. 

The Hust)and continued the fame Reproaches^ 
with the fame Contempt^ even fo far as not to 
allow him the Name of IMPOSTOR,^ becaiife, 
faid he, there was need of If^it for an Impofiure, 
and this miferable Wretch wanted even that. 

Our Prophet loft his Speech With the lofs of 
the Authority that made him Venerable ; and this 
formidably Power, eflabliih'd on a fuperftitioBS 
Subjedion of the Mind, came to nothing, (b foon 
as there appeared Perfons bold enough to difown 
it. Thus furpriz'd, nonpluft and confounded, our 
Jrij?- Man withdrew, and weni out at the Back- 
Door. However^ he was lefs mortified than the 
AiTembly ; there being nothing that a Mah r6-' - 
ceives with fo much Satisfadion, as the Opinion 
of a Miracle, nor leaves with more Difficulty and 
Concern. As for my Lord d^Aubigny^ he footi 
reckoned this Prophet in the fame Ciafs with a 
Hundred others, whom he had try'd. 
. All the Company retir'd, afham'd of their Ea^ 
fmefs to be abus'd, and yet vex'd at the Loi& of 
their Error. Oar married Couple^ ^otious and 
triumphant, en joy 'd the Pleafuresi of Viftory^. 
without any further Thoughts of the Devils ; and 
wy Lord ^jiubigny, who eafily pafs'd from one • 
Opinion to. another, quitted his former Belief of 
bdr Miracle<-monger, to give himfelf the ipleafu|« * 
of Laughing,, with me^ at' what had happened; 
He did not fto^ hdfto } for bis Cunoficif U^ Vvvca 
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to a more particular Acquaintance with the La(3y, 
who told him alt the Paffages of their imaginary 



foffeffion. 



A LETTER 

To the Marefcbal DE GRAM- 
MONT, 



YOU expoftulate with me, for not acquaint- 
ing my Friends with my prefent Condition J 
to which I anfwer, Thac aManmuftfirft know 
who they are, before he can write to them. When 
the World frowns upon us, we fliall find our felves 
exceedingly miltaken, if we lay any great Strefs i 
upon an old M^u,!imance, which we fondly call by 
the Name of Friei^fhip. We frequently endeavour to 
make our felves remimbred by certain Perfons, who 
are defircus to fcrg,c-t us, and in whom we rather 
create a Difgufti than an inclinacion to do us any 
good Offices. In cfFeA, thole that arereally wil- 
ling to ferve us in om Difgraccs, are imparfent 
to fliDw us theDcf're they hsverodoitj and their 
Generoiity fpares a Man of Honour the fecret 
Pain which he always finds in explaining his Me- 
cefBties. 

As for thofe who tTpcA to be courted, we 
may take it for granted, r tfrthmr look upon oar 
moft reafonableRequeftf ** 
Importunities. To apr 
my own particular < 
that I fuppoife I have 
that incereft thetnii 
would jb« to nr 
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Letters, who have not yet thought fit to let hi6 
have atty from them. 

Among thofe Friends, whom t hare reilljf 
found to be fo iii my ill Fottune, fome I oblerv'd 

- were full of Warmth and Tcndernefi j others dii 
not want Friendfiiip, but had- a lively Senfe pf 
their Incapacity of lerving me ; and as they were 
little concetn'd to find themfelves without Credit 
upon this Occafion, they fairh' left liie to bear all 
my Misfortnnes by my felf!^ However, I ani 
oblig'd to them for the good 0[Mhion they harts 
of my Patience j 'tjs a. Virtue to which we recoil* 
cile our felves as well as we can ; but would wiU 
lingly leave the pradife of it to our Enemies. 
In the mean time, we ought to be content wiih 
the Services chat are dfHie us^ without complain- 
iHg of thofe that are left unperfornj'd ; and diveft 
our felves, as much as poffible, o,f the fuggeftiohs 
of Stlf-%ve^ which make us think People moivj 
obliged to ferve us than really they arc. HI For- 
tune is not content with bringing us into cala«' 
Diicous CircumAances, but makes us more lender, 
,aiid more apt to receive the Impreffions. oPevcry 
Thing that offends us j and Nature, which onghe 
to refill heri as it were in Confederacy with her, 

' gives us a more exquilite Senfeof our MisfbrtiimtsJ 
' in my prefent Condition, 'tis my greaceft C^e 
to fortine my felT againft fuch Itoprifliodsi . Al- 
though I fiiew Concern enough, Ihave, indicfl; 
ijfought my felf to a kind of Infenfibilicy j ftiid 
my Soul, which beholds the mofl'ddleml Acci- 
dents with indifference, is afffefted wjth nothibg 
but the good Offices, and conRant KtndnefS..\» 
fome of my Friends. For thefefour Years;ffl?ce 
I have been out of the Kingdom", I have, iHOim, 
Six Months to Six Months, undergone' "iWIW 
Hardfhips, which I alleviate as much as I cin,; 
'by bearing them patient;ly. I don't lofe to fiiake' 

^^jisw-j 'izi.^;\\.' A;3L 'i' ■''■*^' '"'-; •A'-'-*-'^ 



SI2 J C/rlT a w i iRrif ^ 

jn scjnaaliB K^^^BBy wftidk ■■■M of pr^ 

iwifaijry wUcfay wkmb or hMC^ *c — » cowmA 
wiifak. 

BdsksHnfemwfadePowa k s t»aoall 
Aej i^ea^ arcMotfe fevereepoa o^ ■»odier- 
vriie tb^ adg^ be^ iria cfa^ fee k paooidy 
fiibimc (D cfiar Orden. Oppt^oDa docstmc i»> 
SaaxtbdrAngpTj widioct leSdni^ their Pvm^ 
CK. Tim SbfamiffiDD co my ml Saperiom iSCr 
potts roe ii^asBiiy co bear with tbole who an 
HOC fo j I hear my lelf cenfa^d, ficequaidy wid^ 
oat fteafim, and after a flight JofiificuiotL b» 
caofe I would not tnceofe the Worid by too hill m 
Vindication oX my (elf, I potiemly exped tfatt 
People will at Uft andecdfc dionfelTes ; and in 
crutn, wtule ourDi^race is iccenc, 'tis imich be^ 
ter to wait fo^ a ^voonble time, tban'crouble 
' the World with our Apology. Scime chink it « 

trouble to make it, and others to b:ar ic ^ bet up* 
on any Change either of Incereft or Humour 
a Man ii fometirnet extolled to the Sides for 
that vcty thing, which occafton'^ his ^'lisfo^• 
tune. There are few Perfoni at Court whofc Re- 
putation I have not obferv'd to vary twice a Year, 
either through the Levicy of their Judgments, cfr 
the Dtverfity of their ConduA ; I am fo vain as 
(ohope that the fame thin^ inay bcHiI mc; buc l 
rather by the Reflexions of orliers, ■'■''' - ' ' 
teration in my felf. One Day, or t 
I fliall b« accounted a good Frenci/md 
ty lilRW Writing which hat ilrawn / 
IM; and if the C«-<&m/ were aill j 

&ve the Satiifaftion to know that j 
hli Confcience xT ' s not 
Ueof him, which (ait 

UmTelf a choulu "* 

ArlUqg'iHoaoui 
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I had a mind to defcribe the Condition we were 
in before the Peace^ that all other Nations might 
be fenfible how much we were Superior to them; 
and imputing the ill Sacttfi|of the Negotiation 
to a Foreigtier, mJeht reflRron nothing but oar 
AdTantages in the War. 

To conclude this melancholy Letter^ 'tis a 
common, but ridiculous Pra^ca of People in'Dif- 
grace, to infed all Difcourfes with the Recital of 
(heir Misfortunes; and as they are wholly taken 
up ^th thefe Thoughts, to endeavour to pofTefi 
cvwy' body elfc with them. The Company of 
my Lord ^'^(«*/pfy,which I am going now to en- 
joy, faves me this Impertinence, and you the Fa- 
tigue, which you muft otherwlfe have cspec^ed. 
With him Joy is of all Cowitries and Coudirions j 
infomuch that by the Influence of his Convcrfa- 
tion, an unfortunate Man becomes too gay, and 
lofes that ferious Air, which we ought, in good 
Manners at leaft, co prefem in our Misfonunes. 



A LETTER 

Tq th Marquis DB CREQ.UI *' 

AFter having lived in die C«mjfraii>t of Cc«rr/, 
I take up with the Comfort of Ending my 
k Days in the FhuJemof a Comnmrnveabh^ where if 
^lothingii to be hoped for, there's at leaft,nothing 
^B bo rear'dt It i|oald be fcandalom ibr a yoaag 
^L ' Aa 3 • \ Man 



leal »rMfl tin Lut«i vr t>M tt&t.. 
'lick fr4]ir'b|^«&tQ'%iCa»^, 
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Man not to enter the World, with a Dcfign to 
make his Fonune. But when we are upon the 
Decline, Nature calls us back to our felves; and 
the Sentiments of Afflbition yielding to the Love 
of our Rejrofe, we find it a Blefimg to live in a 
Country, where the Laws guard us againft the 
Wills of Men j and where, to be fecure of all, we 
need only be fecure of cur felves. 

To this Bleffing we may add. That the Magi- 
ftraies h^ve a great fway in their Offices, for 
<he Inteteft of the Publick i but are little diflin- 
guifh'd in their Perfons, by private ^Advantages ; 
So that here are no odious Diftinftions offenfive 
to Men of Brecdbigi no needlefs Dignities j no 
cumberfom Greatnels , which cramps Liberty, 
without enlarging one's Fortune. Here Men in 
Authoiity procure our Rcpofe, without espefting 
any Acknowledgment, or even any Refpeift for 
the Services thsy do us. They are Severe, in 
the Execution of the Orders! of the State j Stiff 
in the Management of the Intereft of their 
Country, with Foreign Nations ; Mild and tra- 
dab|e with fhei^fellow- Burghers j Eafy with all 
forcs'of private ^rfons. The bottom of Equality 
flill rcmainsjnotwithftanding Timer', and therefore 
Credit never makcsa Man infolent,and the Gover- 
nors never bear hard on thbfe rhat are govern'd. 

As fur Taxes, tliey are indeed very great ; but 
they are fiithfuUy laid out for the Publick Good, 
and leave every one the Comfor* of contributing 
only for hitiilcif. Therefore tj|||jH[c People have 
here for their Country is t^^^^Hwo&de^ ~' 
iince properly fpeaking, " 
X,ovi. But I Jrt'ell too loi 
without mentioning him ^M 
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greateftfliate in it: To4o htjn JufHce^ nothing 
equals his Capacity hut his Dliint^reftednef^ ang 
Spirit. 

Spirittial Matters. are manned with the like • 
Moderation. The Differenoe; of Religion^ whict^ 
|n other t^laces raifes fo many CQmtnotions docs 
fiotji in ti^Qieaftj^ ruffle here the Mind of People^: 
Every one feeks Ifeaven after hisi own way j and 
thofe vtfho are thoueht to go ai^r^y^ are more pi- 
tied than hated^ am befpeak from others a pur$ 
Charity^firee from thetndifcretion oif miftaken !^eal 

As there is noth^ig perfeft every way in.ti^is 
Worldj, wefind here fewer Polite Perions, tha^ 
Men fit for Bufinefs : and more good Senfe in ihk 
Management of Afilairs^ than Delicacy in Coitr 
verfation. The Ladiej are very civile and the 
Men areTo eafy as not to take it ill of one, if he 
prefers their Wives Company to thcirsi. The lat^ 
terare fociablc; enough for an Amufement i hiff, 
have not Vivacity enough to diftuisb a M^n'^s I^e- 
pofe. Not but feme oT them are very loveTy j 
but then there is nothing to be. expeded fc^ 
themi which may fee a(crib*d either ;tc5 their- Dit 
cretipn^ or to their natural Coldnefe, which ft tveSs 
them inftead of Virtue. ' Whatever may be the 
Reafon of it, we finjJ in Holland a certain RefeiT- 
vednefs generally eftai>lifli*d, aad I kt>oW not wl^^t 
Tradition of Chalttity, which ogflesfroipJ^ldth^r 
to Daughter, like an Article or Faith. * 

'Tis true, they do not find Fauk with the Gal- 
lantry of young Women, who are honeftly ial- 
low'd to ufe all innocent Helps to get Husbanch* 
Some conclude the Courfe 'of their Gallantry in 
in a happy Marriage j while others, more unfor- 
tunate, feed themfeWes with vain Hopes of a Con- 
dition, which is daily put off, and never comes. 
Thefe long Ajmufements, however ought not to 
be imyputed to any meditated Defign of Infidelity • 
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A Man finds himfelE difgufted at long run; and 
a Difguft for his Miftrefs breaks his Refokrions of 
making het his Wife: Thus fearing to pafs fora.i 
pcceiveFj he has not Courage cnotigh ro breafc-' 
oflj at the fame time, when he is not willing to ■ ' 
, come to a Concluilon; And fo what by thePow- ■ 
pr of Habit and long Acquaintance, what out of 
a fcoHfii Vanity of being thought conftant, a 
Man makes a mifr to keep up ianguifliingly the 
iniferable Remains of a worn-out Paffion. Some 
Examples of this nature, have put very ferious 
RefleiSriom inco the Heads of fome young Wo- 
men, who confidsr Marriage as an amorous Ad- 
venture, and their natural Condition as the true. 
State in which they ought to concinae. 

As fcr the Wives, when they arc once within 

the Circle ot Marriage, they think they have no 

Right to; difpofft of chemfelves, and feem to know 

nothing in the World, but barely their Duty. 

They wo,:Id n'llie :r n Confcicnce to aUo«/ chem- 

felv-i r!ij L;;^rrty of Affections which ci-.a chai^eft 

Woi- ^ n refc! veto thernliilves in other plscsi.with- 

pctany regard tochclrOMigationSjOrDepcndance. 

Heretiit; lea-^ Liberties for InfiJelity; andliifideli- 

ty, which palTcs fcr a gcr.tcci Merit in agreeable 

Courts, is rcckon'd the fouled of all Vices with 

this horieft Nanon, which is very wife as to the 

ConduAof irsC^overnmenE,but Lnexpsrienc'd as to 

led Pleafiires,and a polite way of Livir.g. The 

.bands reward the Fidelity of their Wives, by a 

at SubjetSion ,■ and if contrary to this receiv'd 

^oni, a Man fiiculd afFed to be Lord and Ma- 

ti his own Houfe, the Wife wou'd be pitied 

I her Neighbours, as the moft unfortunate of 

oes; and the Husband exclaim'd againft as a 

'■y ill-naiur'd Fellow. 

A Wretched Experience has given me Judg- 

fpcnt enough, at my own Expence, to diftinguifii 

: ■ "■■ between 
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between thefe things, and makes me regret that 
time whersin we receive more (atlsfaiftion from 
Sink than' Know ledge Sometimes 1 call to mind 
what I have been.to re-animate what I am at pro- 
fentj and frcm this remembrance of my fomiar 
Sentiments, is form'd a certain Difpolition to 
Tendernefs, or at kaft a Removal from Indo- 
lence. A happy Tyranny that of our ^aflioni, 
which make up all the Pleafures of our S^s! An 
irkibme Empire that of Reafon^ if it robs us of 
all our agreeable Thoughts, and keeps us in an 
iinprofitiblealdelners^ inftead of enabliihtng « 
true Repofe I - . 

I wilt not trouble you with along Account of 
the Hague:Tii enough to tell you, thatTrareU 
lers are charm'd with it, after tt^ey have fem the 
Magnificence of fariif and the Rarltl^ of lufy. 
On one ftds you fee a Walk to the Sea, worthy 
of the Grandeur of the old RemMi : On the other 
yoD enter a Wood, which ii the moft agreeabls 
one that ever I beheld in my Life/ In the very 
Tame place you fee Houfes enough to niake a 
great City, and Rows of Trees fumcbm to make 
a delidous Solitude. At certain private Hours, 
you gnd here all the Innocent Pleafures that the 
Country affords j at that of publick Meeting, aU 
the bufte Chat and Noife, which the moft poptk 
lous Cities are ^1e to furnifh. Their Houfes are 
more free than in Fr/mctj at the appointed Timet 
for receiving Company j but more referred 
than in bafy, when too exad a Regularity obli- 
ges Strangers to withdraw, and reduces fthe Far 
mily to a clofe way of Living. We now and 
then go to make our Court to tte young * Prince, 

who 



• Tht Prince 9fOiia%e,(afitrwmii £iy WftUaoini.) 
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who will have Reafon to complain of me, for 
lelling you only, that a Perfon of Ms Age and 
Quality was never Mafter of fo good a turn of 
Wit. To fay allji mull tell you Things that would 
not be believ'd -, and by a fecret impulfe of Self^ 
Love, I chufe rather to paft over in fileoce what 
I know, than not be believ'd in Acquainting you 
with what you know not. 



ACONVERSATION 

BETWEEN 

TkDuh of GANDALE and 
}!ltmfieur dc St. ETremond. 

I Do not pretend to entertain the Publick with 
my own Affairs. The World has no Concern 
(b know the Misfortunes and Accidents chat have 
befallcD me; 3uc no Man, tbat is tiot in the ' 
Sp}e«n, cah^ take it ill. If I make fome lUSedL- 
vns upon ray paft Life, at^ divert my Mind from ■ 
melancholy Thoughts, to thofe that are not alto- 
gether fo difagreeable. Hovverer as it is ex* 
treamly ridicdous for a Man *to talk always 
of himfelf, altho' it be to hicnfelf ; to avoid this 
Impertinence, I will introduce feveral Perfons of 
great Merit into this Difcourfe. Jtfac Very Remem- 
brance of whom will give n 
liian I can exped from any i 
have bad the Mufortuns ta| 
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^ At the. time of the Prince of Cmii% *,lmprifoii- 
ment^ I had a great Intimacy with the Duke i^ 
Caniak. This Commerce had nothing of Defign 
or Intereft in it ; bur was purely occafioned by 
Pleafures and Goo4-Fellowihi^^ and entertained 
by the bare Satisfki^n we took in one another^ 
Company. He had formerly lived in a finSt fort 
of an Amity with Afmt \\y and the Chevalier d€ 
la Viedvilk } which ViHeuil call'd the Le0gu0]hy way 
of Ridicule. Nor was t^is Nick- Name altogether 
undeferv'd : For they, improved a iThoufand Tri*- 
fles ihto Secrets ^ mtude Myfteries of the moft in^ 
(ignificant Nothiifgs ; and met together in pri- 
vate, at leaf! Ten/imjw a Day, without any other 
Pleafure, than that of being feparated from others. 
It Wds.my good Fortuhe to be adrhitted into their 
Confidence, which, at laft, broke oiF without any ^ 
'Occafion for a Rupture on either fide. 

Monfieur Je Vardes, when he went to the Anny, 
had left behind him a Miftrefs at Pt^tis^ who was 
one of the moft agreeable t Womeh in the World: 
She had fdrmerly had a Lover^ and had been jn 
Love her felf j but as her Teiidernefs was wholly 
exhanfted in her firft Amours, it was impoffibte 
for her now to have a real Paflion j fo that * 
fhe ftudied nothing but down-right Gallantry, 
Vhich (he manag'd with great Art and Ad« 
drefs, and covered with an Air of Simplicity j ma- 
kiiig the Eafinefs ^d Freedom of her Wit* pafs 
for ingeliuoufflefsajid Plainnefs/ -Ais her HifteHry 
wa3 well knowrf, flieiiad not^ithe Aifurfince to 
fet up for a J^erfon of Vertue • -irid, infitad of 
making a great Figuit in the World, £be chbfe 

• arc- 
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^rer, M^ irotter to tU Marfan de Vardei. 
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a retif'd Life; ro which the prefeot Circamflanc; 
of her Forti:iie iodiic'd her, and carrisfl on t! i^ 
feemingNcg'iigenct withagreat dealof Cunuinr, 
She ncviir wcnr to the Louvre to (JifpLUe Gallant 
with thole young Beauties, which make fo great 
a Noife in the Town; but had Addrefs eooi^ ' 
to oifengaee a Lover from their Charms j i 
wai no let; indudrious to preferve, ttian file 1 
been ro gain him. She would not fufTer him I 
maintain the leaft Correfpondence with any Woj 
man of tolerable Beauty j and if he perform'd f 
common Civilities to his Friends, Ihe would i 
proach him wich throwing away that Lo»e upi 
others, which was only due to herfelf, Priva 
Pleafures made her fear the Lofs of her Lover] 
aod fhe was afraid- of being forgotten in FubUi 
Divcrfions. Above ail, fbe exclaim'd againfttf 
Entenainmeuts of the i Contmmdmr, in whii 
Men breath'd a certain Air of Freedom, incoaj 
flanr \vii\- -^ nice a:iJ rcfin'd Paflion ; in lliort, \ 
a'j ^ ; Thoughts did not ca 

*ci . ..[ of being abandoned J 

_»!!<: : L. ._ -. .\:A that fhe was wlioUj 

irs,flji: cspciitcd that you Ihould bceniiiely t 
^ (o her. 
W0nli6i:r r'c Varaa being abfent, could 

I'" ''■>■ in the Affedions of i 

III aMillrefi. She fm 

t Sight, to the youn; 

'tis faid, that her Defig 

vliich his Prefence madj 

^l: to poiTefs him, befoi 

'.' iiijsur<ir f^ardtt was fej 

.■i.Lition in her, knowinj 

..■\ ;. ; .vafure that was very dei 
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tb him j however^ like a Man of -Honour^ he iriade 
no Noife about it^ looking upon clie Huke of 
Candak with the Difcontent of a Rival^ and fiot 
cfae Hatred of an Enemy. 

Morety whofe Gravity perfonated Honour in every 
Thing, looked upon himfelf as injured, in the 
Perfon of his Brother, and improved that into t 
real Affront, which the Party concerned took only 
for a bare Difappointment. His Complaints, at 
firfl, ran in a high Strain j but finding thetti ill 
received in the World, he altered his Language, 
without altering his Conduft. He faid, he was a 
Very unhappy Man, to be fo little regarded by a 
Perfon, for whom he had all his Life fo pro* 
found a Veneracion j That the Duke of Candak 
was little to be pitied ; That he would find thofc 
that better deferved his Friendfhip ; and that 'twas 
witli a great Concern chat he faw himfelf obliged 
to look out for others, upon whom he might fe* 
curely depend. After this rate he talked in all 
Companies, with a feeming Modefly, which is a 
fu^r Evidente of Vanity, than a moderate degree 
of Afllirance. As for the Chevalier de la ViewviUe^ 
he looked upon himfelf. to be difobliged, asfoon 
as Mw€t thought fo too j and partly by the natu- 
ral Heat of his Temper^ and partly to pleafe bis 
iFriend, he carried thefe Expoflulations higher 
than ever. 

I kepc the Duke of Candak Company as ufiial ; 
ind ' as he could not be without fome one or 
)cher to unbofom himfelf to } he foon made me 
he Confident of his Complaints, upon the Beha^ 
Viour of thefe Gentlemen^ and fhortly after of 
his Paifion for Madam de St. Loup. In the Heat 
of this new Confidence^ he communicated to me 
the inoft trivial Things that befel him ; which^ 
though they appear weighty Things to a Lover, 

w yet very indfferem to chofe that ai^ clbVi^^ 
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theitfbre abandbn my feif to my Faney^ pix>viddl 
it does not carry me into Extravagancies i for fir* 
regularity and Conftraint ought to be equaify 
^avoided $ but becaufe I will not ramble too bt^ 
return to the Narration I begun. , 

The fiift thing the Court did after the ConfiQe^ 
ment of the Prince of Ctmdi^ was to go With foma 
Forces into Ncrmandyy to turn the Dutchefi of 
LMguefviUt out of that Province^ and to lodge tha6 
Governments in other Hands^ which were diea 
poifefs'd by the. Creatures of that Family. I took 
this Journey with the Duke of CanJale^ and fiv 
' Two Days together^ when the Roads and Weather, 
were ettreamly bad^ we were fcarce one Gbuc 
gfunder ; and our Converfation was fo much the 
more entertaining^ as it ran upon Variety of Mafe» 
tern* 

After we had talk'd of hi$ Amours^ and thdfir 
of other Peribns^ till the Subjedr was quite ez< 
baufted^ and had di(cours*d indifferently of all. 
forts of Pleafures^ we fell infenfibly into the mile- 
rable Condition^ wherein the Prince was at pr^ 
ient^ after he had acquir'd fo much Glory in the 
Worlds and had pafs'd through fo many confider^ 
ble Pods. I told liim^ ^ That fo great and fo un* 
^ fortunate a Prince ought to be univerfally la- * 

* mented ; that, in Truths his Condud had been 
^(bmewhat diirefpedful to the Queen^ and no 
^ lefs difobliging to the Cardinal ; but that thefe 
' were Faults againft the Courts and not Crimei 

* againft the State^ which ought not to obliterate 
^ thofe important Services that- he had done the 
^ Nation in general ; that his Services had fupporc^ 
^ ed the Cardinal, and fecur'd him in that Power^^ 
^ which his Eminence now employed to ruin Uf 
^ That France had^perhaps^beoifCdiic'dfDtb' 
^ cremities in the beginning oCikia A 

/iiofbeeofOftheBwie<^ 
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' owing to the Prince's Gondnft ; that ail the ill 
' Steps the the Court had made after tlie Battle. «f 
'Leu, were without his Pmity and . DiredioHi 
' and that be alone had retriev'd Aifairs in the 
' War of Paris ; That after fo many fignal Servi-- 

* ces, the Offence he had given, was wholly to be 

* charg'd on the Impetuofuy of his Temper, w^h^ 
' he was not Mafter of; but that aU his Defigpf, 
' and AAibns manifeftly tended to the Grandeui* 

* of the King, and Advantage of the whole Ka-> 

' tion< I don't know, centinued I, what the Court ■ 
'-propofe to gain by his Confinement ; but this I 

* am certain of, that nothing cou'd be more wel- 

* come to the Sfaniards. 

J nw *WgV, fayi tha Duks 0/ Can dale, to the 
Frittctf for * TbovfanJ Civilities I ba-vt rtctiv'A from . 
bim^ Itefwithfiandin^ bis SfUtn againfi the Duke ef 
. £fpernon, «y Falbtr. However, 1 ba-ue, perhaps^ 
0Kwd $»o grateful a Soife of fucb light Obligations ^ and 
IhwvfuU weUy tbat I ha-Ve been blam'd fur not en- 
gaging my ftlffar etungh in the Inttrefis of my Family. 
But M tbe World fay wbdt they pleafe, all thoft Difcaurfm 
JiaS net binder me from being bis moji humble Servant ; 
neither fiiall bis pr^tnt Difgrace keep me from bein^ fo 
fiiU* Bat conftdering in what Circumfiances I Jland ct 
Court f I csn only gritvt in Private for bit Mislmunes : 
Tins , indeed is unferoieeabU to him in bis prefent 
Condition, bm it might be futd to me, ifl made it 
afptmr. 

' You have exprefs'd your felf on this OccaHon, 

* faid I to him, like a Perfon- of Honour, and 'tis 

* fo much the more generous in you, becaufe the 
'Mmprifonment of the Prince is the molt advan- 

*- cageous thing you cou,'d have deHred. I look 
' upon you at prefent, to be the moftconflderable 

* Perfon in France, if you have a mind to be fo"; 
\ oar Princes of the Blood are fent to the Bets dt 

nsf. fropi whence, in all ProbabUicVy iSait.M 
-■•'-■ ^^ - ^m^ii*- 
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' will not come out in hade. Monfieur de Turenfttf 
' and Monlieur Je BouHLn, are gone off to ferve 

* them. The Duke of Nemours, as much a Man 
' of Honour as he isj Signifies jtifl: nothing, and 
' does not know at prefent what Party to take. 
' The Duke of Guife is a Prifoncr in Sfain ; all the 
' reft of our Noblemen are either I'ufpefted, or 

' ' negleifted at leaft^ by the Cardinal. As Affairs 
'Hand at prefent, if you don't put a juft Value 
' upon the eminent Rank you hold in the World, 

* and the good Qualities of your Perfon, do noc 

* bfame Fortune in the leaft, but e'en thank your 

* felf, for being wanting'to your fclf. He liften'd 
to me with great Attention ; and being more af- 
i&SttiX with niy Dilcourfe than I imagin'd he 
wou'd have been, he thank'd ms very heartily for 
the Hints I gave him. He told me frankly. 
That his Youth and his Pleafures had hitherto 
htndred him from applying himfelf to Buiinefs j 
but that he was relolvd to fhake off this lazy, 
unaaive Life, and to fct every Wheel a going;, 
in order to make himfelf coniiderable. I -wlU, 
continued he, cewmimicnt a Stern to you, vhich t 
mver yet imfartid so am om j Ton eannat imagint hour 
much I am in the Cardinah good Graces. Tou knouff 
that be intendi IjJiou'd marry me ef bis Niecti, and 'tit 
eommonfy btlicved, that bis good Inclinations to me are 
greunded upon the VrojcH of this jiUiame. I my [elf 
afcrihe pah of bis Kitdnefs to it j hut either I am ex- 
ceedingly mijlaketif or clfe bd has an unaeceuntahle Fund- 
nefifer my Perfon. J viH tru^ you with a greater 5f- 
cret fiiH than tk'Sf which is, that I don't ferceive in mi 
felfthe leafi Inclination to love bim ; and to deal plainfy 
with ycH, lam as cold to, .hit Eminenctj as bii Emi» 
nrnce is to the other Ceurtiers, 

* I had much rather, faid T *t Ut- 
' ]y loved him, for you'll 
* io conceal yout Q 
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^ YAi Penetration. If you will be advis'd by 
me^ fee him but feldom ia private ; and when 
you are oblig'd to do it/ entertain him with 
your Devotion to him in general^ without de- 
fcending to nice Particulars^ which may give 
him Leifure to fift you, and an Opportunity to 
know you. When tne King and Queen are with 
him^ when he fecks eo divert himfelf with the 
ordinary Courtiers^ never fail to make your Ap* 
pearance among them ; and there endeavour^ 
by the moft complaifant and winning Carriage 
towards him, to fecure that Friendlhip, which 
he is (b difpos'd, on his part, to cultivate. If be 
was really inclined to have a Favourite, his Fa- 
miliarity wou'd be very advantageous to you ; 
but as 'tis impoffible^is Affedion fhou'd be fo 
diflncerefs'd, as not tp be mtxt with DeOgn, 9. 
frequent Correfpondencc with him^ will make 
him difcover your weak Side, before you are in 
the Icaft acquainted with his. Let a Perfonof 
your Age be Miftec of never fo much Diflimula* 
tion, yet he'll .find it a great Difadvantage to 
have all his Anions fcantfd by a prying old Mi- 
nifier, who is fuperior to him, as well by the 

'^Eminence of his Poft, as that of his Expeiience. 

' Take my Word for't^ Sir, 'tis dangerous to fee / 
a Politician too often, when the Difference, and 
frequently the claihing of Iriterefts will not per- 
mit us to repofe an entire Confidence in him. 
If this Maxim ought to be reCciv'd by otheV Na- 
, tions, much more ought it to be eternally pra-, 
dis'd in ours, where our Penetration to difcover 
others, is much greater than our Diflimulation to 
conceal our felves. Don»c prefume therefore 
that you are able to combat the Catdinal at his 
owA Weapons, ^r ro vie in Cuniiing dnd Fmenefs 
^ith him. Be fatisfiU with endeavouring to 

f maM yoiif felf as aereeable t^ himi as you cari, 
.* Bb i " -w^ 
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* and leave the reft to be brought about by hh 
' own lodination. Inclination is a pleafant Mo- 
' tion of the Soul, which is therefore the dearer to 
' Of, becaufe it (eems to be purely of our own 

* Growth. It is the ProduA of our Teridernefi, 

* wtuch fondly cherifhes it with PIcafure i in 
■ which Particular it differs from Efteem, which 
' is of foreign Extradion, and maintains the 
' Ground it has won upon \m, not by theFaroor 

* of our own Opinion, but by the Juftice we are 

* oblie'd to pay to virtuous Perfons, 

* 'We fliall, in alt Prcbabiliiy, fhorily Teethe 

* time, when the Cardinal will have Occafion for 

* the Services of thofe about him : Therefore you 

* muft make your felf conlider'd by him as a fer- 
' viceable Man, after you h'ave gain'd his Love by 

" 'being agreeable. The fureft way for you to be 

* entirely in his Favour, is to lee him fee, that by 

* making you his Friend, he will confult his Inte- 

* reft, as well as gratify his AiFeftion j and you 
' will infallibly fucceed in your Delign, by pro- 
' mifing him the Affiftance of the Credit and Au- 
' thorify which you will cain, by fleering a dif- 
' ferent Ctiurfe from that ofrhe Duke of Effmtov, 

* without departing from his Interefts, which 

* ought always to be your own. Tis happy for 

* you, that Nature has given you a Humour di- 

* reiftly oppolite to his. Nothing in the Univerle 

* can be more contrary than the Sweetnefs of your 

* Temper, and the Auftcrity of his ; than your 

* complaifant Carriage^ and his fplenetick Rougb- 

* nefs'; in Ihort, thaa your inlinuating Addrefs^ 

* and his haughty imperious Behavioun Let m 

* therefore advue you to follow your own natura 

* Temper, but take care liot to be mif-led- * 

* Blaze of blfe Glory. It is no • 
' flinguifli the falfe from the ci 
'Hai^tiiieli oftm p«IIf[ 
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' and as we are coo nice in whatever regards our 

* Quality, (o we ftew leG Concern than we 

* ought for great Things, which better deferve 
' our ConfideraiioD. The true Charader of the 
/ Duke of EfftrnoH, unlefs I am mightily mi^ken, 

* is this : In the Reif ei5t that he demands, in the 

* Devoirs that axe paid him, he can eafily forget 

* whjU is owing to the Governour, and to the * Co- 

* lontlf provided you pay that to the Duke of 

* Efptrnon which does not belong to him. I dont 
' protend that Perfons of great Qualicy ought not 

* to value themfelves upon being diftinguifli'd by 

* their Rank, but then they Ihould endeavour to 
' merit this Diftin^on, and not prefumptuouily 
' arrogate it to them£:lves, 

* It would b« a (candalouj Tlung,* for :| Man 

* tajqely to part with any Pririleges acquir'd t^ 
' the Merits and Reputatiim of his Fredeceflbrs r 
' Nor can he maintain thefe Ridits with coo mticb 
' Refobicion, urfienbeisleftinPofl^fionofthen]; 
' but it is not the fame with new Pretentioiis, 
' wbich are to be edablifli'd by a mc* obli^ng 
' Addrefs, before the World cakes any notice of 
' them. In fuch a Cafe, we muft firft inake one 
' Application to others, that they may afterwards 
' infenfibly do the fame by us j and, inftead of 

* alTuming by Arrogance, what may be deny'd 

* with Juiiice, a Man of true Condud wiH leave 
' no Method umry'd, to procure that to be giveq 
' him, which he does not demand. 

' Be complaifant, obliging, and liberal ; let ' 

* every Man find with you, both his Convenience 

* and Satisfadion, and the World will, of its own 
L^accordj put that into your Hands, which you 
^ B b ; ' will 
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*.wi!l unfuccefsfully demand by an aflc(Sed 

* Haightinefs. No one thinks it muoh to pay 
' Refped:, when ic cotues voluntarily from him, 

* faecaufe it lies in his Power whether he will pay 

* it or no; and becaiife he tliinks he rather gives ■ 
' you Tellimonies of his Friendfliip, than of his 

' Duty. The /ealoiify of maintaining one's Li- 

* berty, is common to all Mankind, but different 

* People make it to confift in different Things. 

* Some throw off all manner of Superiority j and 
' with fome others, the Choice of their Superiours 
' fupplies the Place of Liberty. The French, par- 
' ticularlyj are of this Humour j equally iBipa> 

* tient of Authority and Freedom : They won't 

* have a Mafler put upon them, without Relu- 

* Aance j nor can they continue their own Ma- 
' flerSj without Difguft. This makes them confi- 
' der hbw to beftow themfelves ; and being ovcr- 

* fa tisfied with the difpofal of their own Wills j 

* they fubmit with Pleafure, to a Mafter of their 

* own choofmg. Thi*, generally fpeakuig, is our 

* natural Temper, which you ought to confultj, 
' rather than your own-, in thc.CSnduA you are 

* to obferve in the World. 

* There arc Two Thingi' among us, which di- 

■ * ftinguifli a Man from the reft of the World ; 

* the firft is the open Favour of the King; th« 

* fccond, an acknowledg'd Merit ii^ War. Fa- 
. i'Togr, which in Spain doies not abate the Pun- 

* <^lios about Precedency, removes abundance of 
? Contefts in Fmnccy where every one wholly 

■ * piirfues his own Inrereft, under the fpecious Pre- 

* cenoe of honouring the Confidence or Jnclina- 

* tion of his Prince. The' moft corrupted Per- 

* fons, whofe Number is very great, carry th«r 

* Servitude, where they hope lo find their Fotr 
f tune; and thofc who leaCt devote themfelvcs to 

/efAffSj, yet, foraU chat, i^wwwi xnfo^^ t 
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^ by their Submiffion3. There arc, indeed. Men 
' of falfe Generofity, that take a Pride in defpifing 
the Miniftry : And there are fierce Spirits, that 
think themfelve$ Men of Refolution ; but wt 
-have few Men of Addrefs and Dexterity enough 
to maintain their Pignicy in the nianagernent of 
their Affairs. To take it right, the Favourites, 
with us, carry the World before them, if the 
Court does not depart from its receiv'd Maxims. * 
As for Martial Merit, 'tis of extraordinary Im* 
portance ; and when a Man has worthily com- 
manded great Armies, the Impreilion of fills 
Authority ftill continues with him, and keeps its 
Ground, even at the Court it felf. We honour, 
with Pleafure, a General, under whom we have 
acquired Honour ^ and even thofe, who gain'd 
but very little of it, in their fofter Moments 
remember, with Delight, their paft Fatigues. 
We entertain. our ielves with our paft A£tion$, 
though we are idle for the prefent j we call to 
mind the Dahgers we have run, in times of Se- 
curity j and the Image of War never prefents ft 
felf to US3 even in Peace, but we think both 
of the Command that has been cxercis'd over 
US, aiid the Obedience we have paid. Now 'cis 
this Merit of War, which you ought to be am- 
bitious to attain j this fhould be fhe Scope of all 
your Endeavpurs, in order to get, one Day, 
the Command of an Army. A Poft (b Noble, 
and ifo (jlorious, equals Subje<%s to Sovereigns 
in A^hority j and as ^t fometimes makes a prl* 
vate Man a Conqueror, it may make the great- 
eft Prince the moft miferable Man upon Earthy 
if he negleds a Vertue fo neceflary to fupporc 
his Fortune. After you have carefully regulated 
your Condu(ft for the Court, and animated your 
Ambition for the Wars, it will then be npceffary 
^for you to procure your felf Friends, whole 

$ b 4 * H4^- 
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^ well-eftablidi'd Reputation may contribute to fix 

* yours, attd who will cry up your new AppHca* 

* tion CO Bafinefs, when they fee you give yotir_ 

* felf up to ic in good earneft. 

' Of all the Men I know, there are none 

* whom I fiiould defire you to be more thrOHgb- 
' ly acquainted with, than Monfieor Je * Fa^ 

* liian, and Monfieur Je t Miojftns. The intimate 

* Fiiendfhip 1 have, both with the one and the 

* othcFj may, perhaps, incline you to fufpeiS that 
' I am partial in their Commendation j but I de- 

* fire you to believe no fuch Matter ; and take 
' roy Word for't, you will not eafily find Two 
' Perfons of their Sincerity, and Honour, in the 

* World. I own to you, however, that the Mar- 

* quis Je II Crf^Mf's Friendfliip, feems to me pre- 
' ferable to any other. His generous and lively 

* Warmth for his Friends j his plain and unaffe- 

* iSed Sincerity, make me have an infinite Efteem 

* for him. Befides his noble Ambition, his Cou- 

* rage, his Genius in Military Affairs, and his 

* Univerfal Knowledge, and a very particular 

* Confideration to Friendfltip. We may give him, 
' without ths lead Partiality, that noble Character 
^ which was beflow'd upon one of the Ancients, 

* Ita Ht atl id uitum natus tjfe videretur ^uod aggrtdt~ 

* retur. When his Choice determio'd him to his 
'■prefent Eihplo^meqt, Nature had equally pre- 

* par'd him for all ; he being capable of a hun- 

* dred different Things, and as nt for any Pro- 

* feffion as his own. He n^ght acquire ■ Reputa- 

' tion 
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tto&'bv Learnings if he had not refolv'd to gain 
it wfawy by Arms. A noble Principle of Am«- 
bttion does not adaiit. little Vanities : Howevfcr, 
he is not left Curious for it ; and as in his pri- 
vate Studies he finds a particmar Pleafure in im-^ 



Eroding himfelf j fo to the |^at Advantages of 
is Knowledge^ be joins the Merit of conceal- 
ing it difcreetly. Perhaps you would not expeft 
to find thefe Al)iUties in one of his Youth^ which 
we feldom meet in the'mofi advanced Age ; and 
I o^fn, that by a fiivourable Prepoff^ffion, we 
fometimes beftow an Eft^em upon young Meti^ 
which they don't deferve; but then Cometimes 
we are too fk)W in doing Juftice to 'their Merits ; 
forgetting to commend what they have woi:- 
thily performed in a time of Exercile and Aftion^ 
to praife them for wliat they have done in their 
Retirement and Solitude. We feldom propor- 
tion^ Reputation to a ManWertue i and I haw 
feen a Thou&nd Men in my time^ that hav<^ 
been efteem'd either . for a Merit which they 
were not then in Poflfeirion oi^ or (ot; ^hat which 
they had akeady iofi: : But in the Marquis de 
Creyui, the Cafe ^ quite otherwile. Whatever 
great ExpeAations m gives us of what he may 
^be hereafter^ he let$ us fee at prefem^ enough 
to latistfy the .moft difficult ; fo that he is the 
only Perfon wlk> may defire that which others 
^ve Reafon to be afraid qf, I mean the Attention 
of O^ervers^ and the Delicacy of good Judges. 
5 A Prime Miujifter^ or Favourite, who would 
make it his Bufineis to find out at Court, Tome 
PeHfon worthy of his Confidence, could not, in 
my Opinion, pitch upon a Man that deferves it 
mon than Monfieur * D £ RUfIG NT. You 

/may, 

(v * Tif late MtatfuU de Ruvif ni, Fatbtr to the Earl tf 
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* may, parhsps, fjnd in ioyae others, either f}rigl)t- 

* ft Parfs, or forae Ai^ions thac ha»c made 9 
' greater Npife than his : But to take a Man al- 

* together, and judg? of him, not by any one Pe- 

* riod, but the whole Tenor of his Life, I am 

* acquainted with none, who better deferres our 

* Efteern, and with whom we may longer main- 

* tain a- Confidence without Sufpicion, and a 

* Prien4fliip without Difeuft. Let People make 

* what Complaints they pTeafe of the Corrupdoo 
5 of the Age, there are uilt faithful Friends to be 

* found ; but the greateft Part of PerTons of Ho- 
' nour have a fort of Rigidity with them, which 
'tempts People to prefer the. Inlinuations of% 
f Pretender, to fuch an auftere Integrity. I have 

* pbferv'd in thofe Gentlemen, whom the World 
' caUs Solid and ff^ifi^ cither a cumberfom Gra- 

* vicy, qr a tirefom Dulnefs! Their good Sehft^ 

* which, perhaps, has been ferTJceahle to yon 
' once in your Affairs, is fo impertinent, as tp 

* difturb your Pleafures every Day- However, a 

* Man is t'orc'd, in his pwn Defence, to keep fair 

* and even tvith thefe Centlcmen, though they 

* plague him never fo much, in Confideration 

* that he qiay have an Occafion, one time or 

* other, to make ufc of their Service ; and bc- 

* cHufe they never deceive you, when you coi^.- 
' fide in thpm, they think they have a right to 

* teaze you when they pleafe, although you have 

* nothing to truft them With. The Probity of 

* Monfieur Ruvi^m, which makes hint altogether 
■• as proper for a Confident as any Body, is at- 

' tended with nothing bu: what is eal'y and free : 
'He is ^xSOi^X and agreeable Friend, whufe 

' Intimai * ■ *■ - - 

*and ' 
*impd 
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Hyigence on your fide, and you will engage 
^C> mind nothing but your Service; if you are 
^uUtfant, he will be a Flatterer; exprefs an 
^pion for him, and he will be more fentibte 
Hthan you cou'd well believe, or he himfelf 
■ think to b«. Then he quits all Gonlidera- 
^ref Intereft, and animating himfelf with all 
■ieal of Friendfhip, he will at laft undertake 
w AfTairs with the fame vigor as if they were 
^hro. Indudrious, punAual, dUigenc in the 
■kution of them; reckoning for nothing 
^■general Offices by whii.h ordinary Friend- 
^nre entertain'd, he will not be brought to 
^be, that you can be fatistied with him, 
^B tels Wtlf he be f:itished with himfelf, till 
^Es moft effeSuaUy ferv'd you. The only 
Uffu you run, a, left you f}iould happen to 
hnd the Nicenefi of his Humonr. A Forget- 
liicfi; an Indiffeience Ihown without Delign^ 
afion his to you in good earneftj a llt- 
upcm a Miftreis whom he loves, a 
" hi* mifconftrud, or expos'd, pals 
■ fcnfible Affronts; nay, without 
his Refentment to the Offence, 
t Occalion perhaps to revenge him- 
■i in Things of iht greateft impor- 
As no Man living is more cipa- 
e, off and extolling your good Qua- 
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' tsoct wick \iaatkm Jk Ffi^«, all the Agrees- 
' UcDcfc iiifcwAlc, mA-wA mnth Safety and Se- 

* atcf » yoo CM di^R. Yott moQ doc exped 

* «> find in Ina tte FocwankKG of giddy young 
' FeOotn, wfao pracad lolerTc-yoaj but wfiote 
' liBpnidciKE yoo bs*e noce rEafoo to fear, than 
' to be fiooil of tfadr Heac He will ever do puo- 
' dcally, what yoa fhdl deiire of him ; and I dare 

* engage be will be waising in none of thofe Of- 
' bcci which a nice Couirisr h capable of pet- 

* fmming. If your Friendihip is bet once well 

* Knit, be will iotcrefl bimfeli in your Condod, 
' and you wilt &ad him more ferriceable to re^u- 

* late that by his Adrice, than proper to advance 

* your Affairs ay his Vigor. I ever found him ■ 

* great Eacmy to falfe Preienden of Genero&y : 
' aiid becaufe he has ever ridicul'd the Oftentatj- 
' tion of an affeded Probity, fbme malicioai 

* People have concluded that be is no great Ad- 
' miter of Sincerity. But I dare ventare to &y, 

* That I never knew in any Man ^ integrity 

* more natural, than I have foand in him. He 

* ufes no Deceit, no Artifice, no Flnenefs withhi$ 

* Friends ; he is devoted to the Court, without 

* aay fordid Proftitution ; and endeavours to pleafe, 

* by a Delicacy untainted with Adulation. 

' An incimacy with Monfieur dt MieJJnts will 

* be more advantageous to your Affairs ; partlcu* 

* larly in this critical Junfture, where alraoft ev«- 
' ry thing is owing to Induftry. He cannot fail 

* making great FiRure a Court, where there 
' will be clafiiing Inter? ^ greaic_ CafcalUp^ 
' He will make no Di "^"^ "" *" " ' 

* to you at firft (ight, 
' lenre him upon Oo 
' % fair Corcefpondi 
' it his particular b< 

* obli^ng you ii), 
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* tie I^Hgcnce on your fide, and yoa. will enj^ge 

* him to nundnothiDgbutyoHT Service; if yoa are 
' Coni^ufanc, be will be a I^atterer ; exprefs aa 

* Afie^on for him, and he will ba more fenfible 
' ofit than yoa cou'd well believe, or he hirafelf 
' coa'd think to be. Then he quits all ConHdera- 
' tion of Interell, and animating him&tf with all 
' the Zeal of Frieedftip, he will at taft undertaJce 
' your Affairs with the fame \igor as if they were 
' his own. XnduArious, punAual, diligent in the 

* Frc^ecutitm of them; reckoning tor nothing 
' thole general Offices by which ordinary Friend- 

* fhips are entertain'd, be will not be brou^t to 

* believe, that you can be fatisfied with him, 
'much lefs will he be fatisfied with himfelf, till 

* he has moft effcAually ferv'd you. The only 
' danger yoti run, 'u; left yon fliould happen to 

* ofiend the Nicenefs of his Homoar. A Forgcc- 

* fulnefs ; an Indifference fliown without Defi^, 
' may occarion his to you in good eamefl; a litr 
' tie Raillery upon a Miftreis whom he loves, a 

* Difcourfe of his mifconftru'd, or expos'd, pafs 

* with him for fenfible Affronts; my, witbouf 
' proporticming his Refentment to the Of&nce, 
' he will take Occafion perhaps to revenge him- 

* felf apon you in Things of the greateft impor- 

* caoce to you. As no Mao living is more capa- 
' ble of fetting off and extolling your good C^ut- 

* lities, while he loves you, (o np Man better 
' knows how to expofe your Infirmities and Dc- 
' feds in the moft aggravating manner, than he 
' doesi whcp he ihinks you give him a juft pro- 

* vocation to break with you. This is tohat you 
prehend from his Humour; bucit4KJU . 

- -0 avoid ir. To make fure 

etfe to dpj but to 

nlkew tHe leaft 
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' Regard to him, I dare engage thac he will rd* 
* turn it with far greater. 

As for Monfieiir 4e Pullaaa, replied the Duke of 
Candaie, 1 wn to jm, that I could like his Humtur, 
as foon as any Mju's in the IVorldi and you ■will oiligi 
Mc, finceyou b.^'ve fo particular a Share of bis Friend- 
fhip, if you ivill iniioducertte into his. iha-ve as gnat 
an Efietm for MonficUr de Mioflens as yen can bavf. 
1 know well tnougb, that no Matt can be Mjfter ef 
bitter Qualities ; w« Man has more Wit, or exerts it 
more readily, or mure tjfeSually than he does to ferve his 
Friends : But he has hitherto j7joif» fo difobliging a Be- 
b^vimr to me, that I am rtfol-v'd never to make any 
jidvancts towards an Acquaintance Mith him. If ht 
bad any Indinatien to court mine, or if you eou'd ton^ 
trive a way to bring us together ^ and lay the Foundati- 
on of a Fritifdjhifi betveen us, I ptoitid take ne lefs de- 
light to Jet it effe&ed, than I jheuldfind my Advant^l 
in it. 

■Moret and the Chevalier de U ViewviUe, haJ, 
it feems, poitefs'd the Duke of Candah wich an ill 
Opinion of hini, and he was inclinable enough of 
hinifelf to receive it, out of a fecret Pique ofHo- 
nour, which made him refent the Imperioufnefs 
which Monlieur de Miojfens aiTum'd with him on 
all Occafions, and which his unaftive and lazy 
Humour made him think not worth his while to 
oppofe. I would not in this be u^grfioodj 
tall'd his Courage in queftion i 
not want it ^ but the Ealinef^ 
his Indifference to all things," 
nefs in it ; particularly on liti 
he did not think important i 
Qu^et. Every Thing of Eelti 
Noife in the World, was 
Glory ; and <" 
UfeofhisSj 
/her (haahc 
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nour^ ihcT be had flighted lictb Matters^ which 
however made a Buftle at the eiidk He was for- . 
ward enough to hazard his Fortune,* nay, and his 
Life too, when> he thought his Reputation was > 
throughly engaged j but he gaVe. the World too 
much Advantage over him, by Supinenefs; and 
-generally the World caitied it too far^ by malici* 
oufly ridiculing his Gondii^, which made him Jofcj 
the Moderation of his Humoui% that was general- 
ly foft enough, but always leis foft than ambi- 
tious. 

This is a fliort Sketch of the Duke of CnnJalts 
Charader : But as he made Noife enough in the. 
World, to give People a Curiofity to know him 
perfedly, it will not be amifs to draw him in full 
Length. I have known but few \fen, who had 
fo many different Qualities : But he had this Ad- 
vantage in the Commerce of the World, that 
Nature expos'd only tbofe to publick View, 
that were agreeable, and took care to conceal 
whatever might create Averfion. I never in all 
my Life beheld fo noble an Air as his: All 
bis Perfon was agreeable, and nothing came 
amifs to him that lay within ttie reach of an .or- 
dinary Genius, both for a plea(ant Converfa- 
tion, and . Diverfions. A fmall. Acquaintance 
made him be beloved j but it was impoflible for 
one to have a long intimacy with him, wichout 
being difguftedj io little care did betake to pi'e- 
ferve your Friendlhip, and fo fickle was he in his 
own; While he was thus indifferent. Men of • 
Addrefs left him without breaking oiF abruptly, 
and[ brought down their Faniiliarity to a bare'Ac- 
quaintance. Thofe of more tender Inclinations^ 
coraplain'd of him, as fome do of an ungrate-^ 
ful Miftreft, whom they cannot however part 
withi Thus the Charms of his Perfon fupported 
him in fpight of all his Defects, and obliged even 
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chofe who had been provok'd by him, to have a 
fsvoQrable Opinion of him. As for him, heliv'd 
with his Friends, as the generality of Miftreifes 
do with ihsif Lovers : Whatever Services you had 
done him, he ceas'd to love you, when you ccas'd 
to pieafe him j being, like them, difgufted with 
a long Acquaintance, and fond of the Pleafure 
which a new Friendfhip gives, as the Z,adies are 
of the tender Delights of a new-born Paffion. 
However, he lefc his old Engagements without 
an open Rupture, and you would have given him 
fome Uneafinefs, to have broken off entirely with 
him ; the Noife of fuch a Separation having 
fomething of Violence in it, which was comrary 
to his Nature. Befides, he was not for excluding 
' the return of an old Friend, who had been either 
agreeable or ferviceable to him. As he was ad- 
di^ed toPleafurej and interefled at the fame time, 
he would come back to you upon the fcore of 
your Ajj;reeabiene!s, and court you in his Necef- 
iitics. He was extreamly Covetous, and yet a 
Spendthrift ; ford of making a great Figure, tho' 
he did not like the Charge of it. He was Eafie,' 
and Vain-glorious j SelfiOi, but Faithful and Ho- 
ned I Qualities very odly forted, but whiehj 
however, met together in the fame Perfon. There 
was fcarce any Thing troubled him more, than 
to be worfe than his Word ; and when Intereft, 
the ufiial Diredor of all his Aiiiions, made him 
break it, he was fo diffatisfy'd with himfelf, that 
he was iiHiaro'd .to (ec you, till he thought you 
had forgotten the Wrong he h?A done you. Then 
he would bellir himfelf with new Vigour for you, 
and thought himfelf fccretly oblig'd to you, for 
having reconcil'd hini to Jnimfelf. If his Intereft 
was not concern'!,!, lie would feldom difoblige 
youj but then yt'^ were to expeiS: as few good 
Offices froai his Fiieiidfliipj as injuries from his 
Hatred j 
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Hatred j and 'tis fufficient Matter of .Complaint j 
among Friends, the not )iaTing any Thing to' 
conmiend a Man for, but his doing us no Hure.v > 
As fqr the Fair Sex, he had for a long WhHS.; 
an Indifference to them, or at leaft took but lictfdi 
Pains to gain their Affedions. When once he 
appear'd (o amiable to them, they foon diicover'4 
that his IndiiFerence was owing rather to them, 
than to himfelf ; And being acquaintectwith their 
own Interefts, they began to form Dqfigns Upon 
a Man who was too flow in executing any upon 
^ them. In Ihort, they lov'd him, and thenj at lalh 
' he knew what it was to love. Towards theiatteF'< 
pare of his Life, all our Ladies began to caft their 
Eyes upon him : The moft reiir'd of the Sex 
figh'd in I'ecret for him ; the moft gallant, dilpu- 
tiag the Prize among themfelves, ftrnve to poC 
fefs him, as their beft Fortune. After he had di- 
vided them in their Interefts of Gallantry, he re- 
concil'd them in their Tears for his Death. AH 
felt they lov'd him, and a common Tendbrnefs 
foon became 9 general Grief. Thofe whom he 
had formerly lov'd, reviv'd the Memory of their 
old Paflion, and fondly iraagin'd that they had 
juft now loft, what they had loft I6ng before. 
Several that were indifferent tohim^ flatter'd them- 
felves that they would not have been always fo- 
and accufing Death of preventing their Happi- 
nefs, they mourn'd for fo amiable a Perfon, of 
whom they might have been belov'd, had he liv'd. 
There were fome that lamented him out of Va- 
nity ; and Ladie!*that never knew him, were ic^n. 
to join their Tears with the Parties conccrn'd, to 
give themfelves a Merit of Gallantry. But hii 
true*Miftrefs made her felf Famous, by the Ex- 
C c cefs 

^Thi Civnttjt c/ Olwi™. -, _■ -- 
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cefs of her Affliaion ; and had, in my Opinion '4 
been happy, if ihe had kept it on to the laf{ ' 
One A.mour is creditable to a Lady j and I know 
not whether it be not more advantageous to their 
Reputation, than never to have been in Lore. 



A LETTER 

To the Marquis D E L I- 

ONNEII, 

Who had jent me rpord to write him a Lsu 
ter Tvhich he mi^ht fhevp to ths Kini* 

Do not imagine, S>>, that I am over-fond of 
foreign Countries, becauie you fee me em- 
ploy fo little Care and Induttry to procure my 
Keturn to my. own. It proceeds not from true 
Supineneis : Neither is it occafion'd by a great 
AfFe^ion to the Places I am in, or an Averfion 
to that where you are. The Truth is, I would 
not beg of the King the leaft Alleviation, before 
I had iiiffer'd what I ought to undergo, for ha- 
ving been fo unfortunate as to difpleafe Him. 
But, after fo many Years Misfortunes and Indi- 
fpofitions, I hope I may be allow'd to lay before 
you, in what manner I have fail'd ; or, if I dare 
fpeak ir, clear my (elf of an apparent Fault. 

As 



}l HugiKs de Lionne, MMt^uh de Frefne and de ^OBfi 
jf/ifiij^er and ^ecTtttoj of Stflltfor foitiju ^fain. 
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As ihe blaming of thofe that are oppofite to ui, 
is the raoft nice Commendation that can be given 
us, I thought I did artfully contribute to the GiOry 
of the Genius that reigns at prefontj by expofing 
the Weaknefs of that which govern'd hereto&Jifc 
Not but that the Cardinal (Mjz^r'm) had eorn^ 
hiendable Talencs: But thofe ^ualities^ which 
would have been applauded by Men, confider'd 
in themfclves, are beeome contemptible by the 
Oppolttion of thofe of the King: From whence it 
coroes to pafs. That tolerably great A<9ions are 
eclips'd by others more Ihining j That a lefs Me- 
rit, when fet near a greater, looks like a Defedj 
and, confequently, ihac the King's Glory ruiai 
the Keputation of his Minifier : So that to find 
fault with the defpifing what his Eminency has 
done, little differs from being forry, thfli what hii 
Majefty performs, is admir'd. 

1 DWn, that if the Maxims that were then fol- 
low'd, were now put in pratSife, it would loolc 
>s if an Approbation of them fiiould be requir'd j 
And we fljould immediately give ours, out of re- 
fpeiftful Duty : But fince they are purpofely laid 
afide, and even the moft oppofice Schemes purlu'd, 
there's room for fome fcrupuloufnefs in not appro- 
ving what's avoided, and 'tis a Piece of Prudence 
to Kjed what fo K^ife a KING thinks not fie 
to do. 

Don't urge to me. That 'tis a Crime to attack 
fhe Reputation of a dead Perfon : For if that be 
admitted, he who ruins it, would be the htft and 
grcsteft Criminal himfelf. When he humbles the 
Haugbtinefs of the Spaniards, and the Pride of the 
Germani i when he checks Rome, and fubmits him- 
felf to the Church ; when he fupports the Empire 
againft the Power of the Titrk, at the fame time 
,that the King of Sptm abandons the Emperor; 
aiicl leaves the Dominions belon^n^ to \»s.^'a.- 




Wwhtf 

•f tfae iDbdds ; whed 
1 Ca»Aft and Valour^ 
Sfiat «k1 Wlf3om : 
ji^ fat coodcmn by 

vufiuvc Cealiire np- 

tk, SIK, lii'ck KING hinifdf 
«ik» In 4h* die CanfiHl Ae Icjoy chat Is 

IkQHfidB; bfe A&ns; tm Adnrimfinmn 2 
fcCiirfaJt], bate f ^g efc i waictfaefinafl Idei 
tlnv flf lii Eaineace: So tta^ m my pnidit 
CinJriu^ laHfttskhrioofataTtuos^wbit^ 
^ aot aa vf Pv^ to c^eac oC. Bet wtat 
SJiiaft—ttt of CoaplbK has the Cardloal, 
«lich a mat co^roou wich liim and ill ocrjar- 
■vKjbjp? Hire doc tbdr Rdgcs the fame Fate 
miA bis Minitlry ? Ai« ixx ibeir Ktdaere^ 
wants ixv^en'i, ari :hs:.- Rer-^nricn sclip^'J^ like 
his: 

In forrrer Time?, we thrcghc it fiiffident to 
malacaio o-r lelrcs againil one N.ition, in \Vn:r 
with us : But now-a-dav5, all Eur.-ff, if one tnay 
fpeak it, in ContcdcncVj dees not find i: felf 
capable to relift us. Heretofore we accounted 
that a glorioLs Peace, by which fame Place or 
other was reftor'd to us ; now the SpjthrJs feefc 
their Safety in the yielding up of whole Provin- 
ces: A.nd if JitJlUt Jid not ever vfgulate but Vritm- 
fimt, what they yield up would be more confi- 
dcrable, than what they retain. Formerly, our 
Allies murmur'd for being ill-fupponed in the 
War, or abandon'd in the Peace : But in our 
Days, ihofe who were fallen, through their own 
Fauk, have been rais'd up again by our Afli- 
ftance j and the Influence of our Power has made 
up the whole Greatnefs <A others ; To adhere to 
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QS^ is i certain Advancement, ; to be divided Stotfk 
us^ aimbft a certain Pal). 

■ As long aj thjQ JLING, IJiall »^ gs he.doef^. 
he authorizes tpe to rpea^; a^ \ rppak : If they will 
havem^ recant/ le^ him grow r^mifs; ai)aqdon 
his Allies ; aq.d fufFer his Enemies to retrieve (hi^i^ 
iPbrces. Ii) fpch a Ca£b, 1 ihstll jbecome jfavoura^ 
ble to the Cardinal^ iind cry up the f^me TMng$^ 
I have run down ; Put at thi^ tin^e, wbeji t^ ; 
Nations who adhere to our Friendiliip^ behpid 
with PlefifufC pur ^efeni (jovtmmmty and, pn jthe 
contrary, the Nations oppofite to our Intere^^ . 
regret, with Grief, our laft J^niftr^^ ^l^ my Re- 
fledions confirm me in what I have faid j and 
my Mind fteady iti it$ firft Opinion, cannot be ^ 
diverted to other Thdughf 3. ? 

If tWe K.IN(^'s Tehderne($ p3ntinu'd ^O'^tb^ . 
Memory of a Perfoq, whp V^^s dear tp him : If 
the Conftancy of his AfFe^on for a dead Mair; 
have encKn'd him to take ill what I thought fq 
much to his Adv^nta^e, I befeech him to coni)- 
der, that my Intentions were difappointed. I djd 
not think to offend the Nicenefs of his Frien^7 
ihip, but rather fancied, that' I had exquifitc 
Thoughts for the Advantage of hi^ Glory. . Mi- 
ftak6s are excufable In all Things : But an ^rror 
that proceeds froip: fo noble aqd^fo . excellent a 
Principle, leaves no room for Refentment. Dp 
npt think, however, that I hereby defign to gi v^ 
Leffons, inftead of putting up moft humble Pray*^ 
crs; andinftrudHis MAJpStY of his Di^ij;^ 
inftead of fubmitting to his U^tt. I exped, witt} 
a perfed Refignatiop^ his Qrders aoout my Fate ; 
ahdlprtpare my Telf, either to acknowledge 
the Pardon, or patkhtly to fufFer the Punijhmcmu ' 
if he be fo Gracious a^ to ^piitan End tgtfg/i 
Miferies, he will add .the iDepeiidan^ of a Crea^: 
ti$rey to the Obedience of a Subjeft, and fofts.ix 
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the Confl raint that binds us, by the Affe^ioa . 
tPhich begets our Dsrotion. But I little coafuU., 
my Thoughts when I fpeak at this Rate : Thp 
(ligation in which I was born, is to me the 4 
Hrongeft Devotion in the World ; and Djft/ has, 
the fame Cliarms for me, as Favours might have ■ 
for others. In moft Men, SuhjeBlon is only an af- 
famt Docilify; which while it afFedi aSubmiffiva' 
Air, ftirrsup inward Murmurines; and with an 
humble look endeavours, by a lecret Refiftance, 
to defend a Remairider of Liberty. It is not th<; 
fame with me: Nature keeps nothing in Referve 
fot it felf, when Obedience comes in Qiieftion: 
The icing's Orden meet with no Sentiments in 
my Soul thsc do not cither prevent 'em by Iml'ma- 
ti«n, or fubmit to rhem, without Conftraint, by 
Duty. What Severity foever 1 undergo, I feek a. 
Cothfort for my Suferings, in the good Fortune,' 
of' hSm who is the Caufe of them j I alleviate the 
Hardftiips of tny Conditionj by [he Felicity of 
his; and nothing cin render me unhappy, (ince 
nothing can alter the Profperity of his AfTairs. 



The IDEA of a WOMAN that 

never was, nor ifill ever Be found. 

IN all the beautiful Perfons I ever faw, if 
fome Things were to be admired, there were 
others not to be touch'd upon, or fuch as were to 
be difguis'd with much Artifice ; For to fpeak the 
Truth, it is hard to commend all, and be fincere. I 
am oblig'd to Emilia for leaving me purely in my 
natural Temper, equally enclin'd to commend 
what's commendable, as to keep a%2.€t\y to the 
Truth. As (he does not ftand in need of Favour 
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pr Kindnefs, I have no occafion either to conceal 
or flatter. To her it is owing, that I can now 
praife without CompUifance J From her ic pro- 
ipeeds> that the moft prying Obfervers lofe that 
malicious Nicety, which is only ernploy'd in 
tbeking out Faults -, and as fhe infpires them with 
Other ThoughtSj they pafs with fatisfaAion from 
their ufual CenfureSj to their real Approbations. 

It is certain that the Generality of Women are 
more indebted to our Flattery, than to their own 
Merits, for the Praifes they receive from us. But • 
^Emil'iah oblig'd only to herfelf, for thejuftice ' • . 
which is done her; and fecure that (he deferves 
Praife, 'tis her fole Imereft that Men (hould not 
conceal it. 

And indeed, if her Enemies fpeak of her, it 
is not In their power to betray their Confcience, 
and they confefs with as much Truth as Relu- 
dlance, the Advantages which they are oblig'd to 
accknowledge in her: If -her Friends enlarge 
rhemfelves upon her Commendations, it is not 
poflible for them to add any thing to the Merit 
which affeiSs them. Thus the former are forc'd ^ 
to fubmit to Truth, when they would follow the 
Diiftates of their Malice ^ and the others, with 
all their Friendfhip, are but barely juft to her ; 
nor is it in their Power to be either Officious or 
Partial. She therefore exptds nothing from Affe- 
^ion, as fee fears nothing from Spleen, in the 
Judgments that are made of her. But fince eve- 
ry one is fpee to conceal his Opinions, Emilia 
may have Reafon to fear ths Malice of Silence, 
the only Prejudice that Rivals and Enemies cgn 
do her. But lee us come from Generals, to a 
more particular Defcription of her Perfon. 

All her Features are regular, which but fel- 
dom happens: All her Features are regular and* 
^gree^ble,whichisfcarce everfcenj fof it feems, 
Cc 4 <K*V 
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that the Caprice of Nature produces Agreeabl&^ 
hefs from Irregularity, and that compkat fieautiesj 
who have always fomething to make them be ad- • 
mired, have rarely the Secret to pleafe. Emilia 
has ("parkllng Eyes, her Complexion is delicate, 
^nd fmooth, with the bed mixture of Red and 
White that can be imagined. Whitenefs of Teeth, 
and Vermilion of Lips, are ExprefHons too gene- 
ral for a fecret and particular Charm, which I 
cannat defcribe. Were it not for her, that (ine 
Turn of the iQwer pare of the Face, wherein the 
Anciems placed Beauty, would be found nowher^ 
• but in the Idea of fome Pajnter, or in the pe- 
fcrintions which Antiquity hath left us: And to 
animate all this, you fee in her looks a livelv 
Fredincfs, a healthful clear Completion i ana 
fuch a Plumpnefs as does not make us apprehend 
lier growing farter. 

Her Shape is of s, jutl Size, well proportion^, 
and eafic ; As far from Conftraint, as from that 
afFeAed Negligence, which makes a Woman's Bo- 
dy took disjointed from the Hips, andfpoils agooij 
Carriage. Add to thcfe, a noble Air, a grave, but 
natural Afpect, neither formal, nor wild. Het 
Laughter, speech, and Adioos, are all agreea- 
ble and decent. 

Her Wit is cxtenfiire, without being vafl ; ne- 
ver loling it felf fo far in general Thoughts, as 
not to be able to' return eafily to particular Confi- 
rferations. Nothing efcapes her Penetration; her 
Difcernment leaves nothing unknoyp; And Ican't 
fay, whether {he be more rcadjg||||^f^olding r^ 
Myftery, or at making a { >ui 
Things that appear. She ci 1 1 
ou't being myfterious ; kno' ; 
fpeak, and when to be P 
^onvcrfation, ibe r— - 
n6thing at a ven 
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Attendon, and there appears aothing ftr^'d 
ill the -moft fenous j her Uvelieft Difcourfes an 
exad,and her moft natural Thoughts expreft with 
a delicate Turn: &ut {he def^ifes thofe lucky Hits 
that fall from the Mind without Choice^ and 
without Judgment, which as they are generally 
admir'd ^ fo,for the moft pait^ they make thofe lit^ 
tie eilepm'd that fpeak them. 

In all her T'erfonj you fee fomerhing Great and " 
Noble, which proceeds from a fecret relation be- 
tween the Air of the Face, the Qualities of the 
Mind, and thofe of the Soul. 

If She foUow'd her natural Inplination, She 
would be too Magnificent ; but a jutt Confidera- - 
tion of her Affairs reflrains her, and fhe chufeth 
rather to confine the Generofity of her Humour, 
than to fall into a Gondition, where ftie inuft 
fland in need of that of others; equally refolved 
not to be beholden to thofe about her, as ready 
(o ferve Strangers, and warm for the Incereft of 
her Friends. Not that thefe Confiderations make 
her quit fo Noble an Inclination J flie only regu- 
lates it in the Management of litr Fortune : Her 
natural Temper, and her Reafon, making her dif- 
intereffed, but not negligent. 

Her good Sence and Dexterity, fufficiently ap- ^ 
pear in her Management or Affairs, where fhe 
fhe engages freely, provided fhe finds a Pro- 
fped of any folid Advantage either for her 
felf, or her Friends. But fhe hates to adt meerly 
out of a Spirit of Reftlefnefs; being equally a- 
verfe to bulie imperiineni Stirring, and to an un- 
a^ive Lazinefsj which vainly affetfts the Name 

1^^ Tranquillity, to cover a real Carelefnefs. 

^I^^er having defcribed fo many fine Qualities, 
"hat ImpreiTions they matic Mpon 
■ palfcs in hir own. 
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She has fomewhar Majeftical, that commant , 
ourRefpeA; fomewhat fweec and obliging, ch^ 
wins our Inclination. She attrafts and retains 
us, and We always approach her with Defircs that 
wc dare not to exprefs. 

To confider her within, I don't believe her un- 
capable of the Sentiments (he gives : But as fhe 
has no lefs a Command over her felf, than over 
you, file matters in her own Heart by Reafon, 
what Refpec^ constrains in yours. 

Nature is fo feeble in fome Souls, that they 
have not the Power loform any Defiresj fo boifte" 
rous in othersjthat ic produces Tranfports and Paf^ 
fions: Exa<a in Emilia, it has made the Heart fcn- 
libte, which ought to be foj and has given tq 
Keaibn, which ought to command, an abfolate 
Empire over her Motions. 

Happy flie, that complies with the Tendernefs 
of her Sentiments, without intereffing the Deli- 
cacy of her Choice, or that of her Conduft : 
Happy, who in a Correfpondence eftablifii'd for 
the Comfort of Life, contents her felf with the 
Approbation of t"he better fort, and her own Sa- 
tisfadion ; who fears not the Murmurs of the 
Envious, that are jealous of all Pleafures, and 
malicious againll all^Vertues. 

We know by%n infinite Number of repeated 
Examples, that the Mind is blinded by PafCon; 
and that Love can' never be truly faid to' have efta- 
blifh'd his Power, till he has ruin'd that of our 
Reafon : But our Admiration of Emilia increafes, 
as our Knowledge becomes more refin'd; and 
that Paffion, which always appeat'd a Mark c^ 
Folly, is-kere the truefl EiftA of our JudgmedC. 

The great Enemies of Emilia are only thofe 
that have a falfe Knowledge of Things j and het 
Friends are all fuch as know how to Judge vrith 
Difcretion. Every Man has niore,orlefs Aife^on 

for 
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SIR, "• •. ' 

IF I could difcharge all the Obligations you 
have* laid on tne^ by Thanks^ I would itioft 
hqmbly return you a Thoufand j but fmce the 
lead of the Paihs you have taken for me^ b 
vrotth more than ^1 the Compliments in the 
World^ I would have you tp quit Scores with 
your (elf, by the Pleafute which a Man of Ho- 
nour finds ill obliging others. You'll fay, per- 
libps^ I am ungrateful : If I am, 'tis not, at lei^ft^ 
tkftCT the ordinary ratd ; and knowing, is t do^ 
the Delicacy of your Tafte, I. believe I Ihall 
tXtiit you more by a refin'd Ingratitude, tha^ 
by too con)mon a Gratitude. . If, by MisfoWune', 
this way of dealing fhould hot pleafe you, ju» 
ftifie me joilr felfi and by What you have done 
fo^ me, )udge of my grateful Seme, ^lO'hich, in- 
decfd, is ' fUcti as it ought to be, Wbfitever bd 
the Succefs 6f your Endeavours, I fii^ir always 
be infinifely obliged to you ; for the good Ihr^n^ 
tlons of thofe who ;Would do me Service, are 
^ver very agreeable and Acceptable tome, altbo'; . 
thiy prove not fuccefsfu!. 

As for the Papers you'rtention, tljey are cii- 
tirely at your difpofal ; • for nothing ' belohgi . t^ . 
us with more Right, than what we get by our' 

. ' — Induftryi 
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Here is not an Imagibitfofi that at^firftrurpiV' 

zeSf and foon after tires yoii. Her fe^ous Mb? 

' m«n» do n6C make you purcbafe a foHdlCphTeiy 

fation at the Lofs of Gay«y ; Her Re^on pleafos^ 

and her Judgment is agreeable. -^ 

' rU conclude by a Quality^ which oucht to be 
confidered before all the reJT; She is Elevout^witb^ 
out Superftition, and without Melancholy ; far re> 
Vote frocn that Infirmity, which fancies Mirada; 
MnrDughc in every Thing> and, at every turn, is 
intoxicated With fupernatural Nonfenfe ; averl^ to 
thoTe folitary Humoors, which infenTiUy diffiife 
iQihe Mind a Hatred of the World, and an Anti- 
P^y to Pleafure, 

She is not of Opinion, that we ought eo retire 
from Human Society, to feek God in the Horrort 
oTSolitudti: Shedoth not beliere^that todifengaee- 
onecfslf freth ■ Civil life, and to break off we. 
deareA and -naoft reafonable Commerce, is to be 
united to God, but rather to be tied to one's felf, . 
and fooUflily to purfue one's own Imagination. She 
hopes to tiiid God amongft Men, where his Good* 
neis is moftaAive,and his Providence appears to be 
more worthily employ 'd J and there ihe endeavours, ' 
by his Aififtance, to enlighten her Reafon, to per- 
izSt her MaOMrs, to regulate her Condud, both as 
to the Cari of Salvationj and the Duties of Life. 

Thus I have given you Ehe Defcription of a JVo- 
mam that u not to ht founJ, if 'tis poffible for one to 
make the Defcription of aThiiig that is not' t 'tit 
rather ibe 'hka of an accomJt^Jll^^fii. 1 VHH|B^| . 
look for it amongft the^^^^^^"" 
ways wanting in cheirC^ 
that Sweetnefs which » 
and I thought it Ie(s ii 
man the ftronged and ■ 
than in a Man thole Cl^ 
that are in_ natural to Woo; 




If»t ttfMx ywrs »e reviamait jtm$is. 

But ob •' when Age benuihs,atir Veitisj : \ i : . 
No lon|cx fpri^huy |Dy resiatns. 

The Report goes here, as well as at p«ff^ thit 
^« Peace U made [| with P«r»f«/^ but tbisT^ews 
cDihes froQi itMrUi and'tfae fvtugHm *_ KvoM- 
fftdoFj with wbont I play at fim^ eveiy Day, 
has no manner of Account of it from fiiiw. 
t7pon the C^dit that is given to this Piece of 
News, be compVlins that Portugal is reckon 'd for 
Nothing : \ai this is his Reafoning. FeofU^ fays 
he^ ItU^etbt Ptmet is mad^, becauje thty know Spain 
tgirt mt ttmj '^"'tfi **' "''^ knoii^i whetbn we will 
ncteptt tvn tits (mir ? I Aoubt, lubatever comes from 
f^CaftiKans, «rM^ wii^ believe mtbin^t till Have 
jtJvife. p9m lisbon. He has difpatched an £x- 
piefi thtther abooc !r, and concerning his Bufmefs 
IB this Cotmtryt' ' The Ele^or of Cchgne is Incog- 
mte at Jtmfitrd^ j and the Prince of Tufcauy will 
arrive there in fpw Days. The Prince of Strai- 
titTgk is at tho 'Mr£w«f idling it out, that there 
wiu be a Peace j but rew wH ^t« Credit to 
him I upon a firm Belief, that before the Sfim^rdt 
aiB come ''^ 4 fiilf ft.efobition to treaty the Ar^isb 
w]^ be in the Fie)^ Do not taty ^m t^ Hq. 
nottr^foTing patitntly : They let Ms ej^ii what 
we will J for by their familiarity with Misfor- 
tunes, diey do not ftir much to prevent them. 

^ This 



Ih mat ebneltisd tbi I'yb of PelmBtr, 1^8. 
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induftry. Your Dexterity in making this Thefr, 
deTerr*!] % better Recompence, by makiqii yoa 
liejitfin fomething more Curious. Tis impoffi- 
bK CO cell me more ingenioufly than you do^ that 
t£mi^is not much lik'd t^ the Ladiw of /«rw. 
To fpedk the Truth, fiie's fomevirhac Dirtc^bnitc : 
Her Plumfntfs enclines me to think that (he drinln 
feggy Beer } and her Dtvotlm, that the. canies 



her Bible under hec Arm erery SmuUj. I bcraf 
yott not to give any Body a Co^ of the IiojIb 
Pieces I ^encTyDu, except the LETTER wbic^ 



the Prince 4e Xurmte h.ii ask'd of yoUj, in ord«( 
CO feire me, and which you had done: welt to 
have given him before now. I havA n^de ibd» 
Additions to the DISSERTATION on Mr.Jt«- 
«Ve ALElCAKDER, which makes ic af^mit 
to me more tolerable than when you faw it; ]f 
the Earl of St. ASftm defii^s to lee whaA's in ypqf 
Hands, you may gratify his Curlofity j for I hwr# 
not one Thought, that I would not truft Idai 
with. 

I (hould extreamly rejoice to fee the Marqi^ 
ie Ceeuvrei's Son married with the Daughter of 
the Marquis Je Limm, Minifter of State, havitu 
always been a very humble Servant of both tto 
Fathers. But when I conAder diat I faw the Mar- 
quis dt Cotm/rti married j and his £on, with his 
Bib, come to the BiAop of * Laon, whom ha 
cali'd Papa, to bid him G»ed f M/rr»w, 1 make i ~ 
melancholy Refle(%ion on my Age^ and iiftii] ' 
up my Eyes to Heaven* with a Shrug of i' 
Shoulders, I iiag, thoogh not Jb agi 



t 5m iht fortgai^g. Ud at 
eAr wit] be fbund. 

Cnfiom u wn vfiin Fiaaoi 




To jhe fame. 

• Yf you do me die lionour to vrke tome^ pntjr 

'' JL let lis leare out this 5fr, add til otter Ccre- 

\ niony tbiu cramps tfae Fr^edora of aCotntnerce 

- by JjRccrs. I mufi deilniyou, in the neu PJacsj 

. not to jeer me as . you ^, by the exceffivie. Com- 

I, nieodatiom you beftov 00 Tri&G. Tfa^jwere 

^ the Refuk otUlmfti on wMeti I kt hoothcr Vs'- 

i, luej than with relvsoa £9 the Amufenem. eb^ 

i afford me, during, fome : it^ tedious -aiid jiielu^ 

I rhdy Hoars. I vnOx tkey.tniy prove likewife siqt 
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Aaiufemcot to you : ' AjmI, fitch as they att, tU 
iioc' ^ .ffttidtnff you, by ibe oexrFori, .tb^ OB*' 
&EKVA.3?K>NS^M $BHuft W TaiOtuSi wfaick 
I mentioii'd to you. The Fima&nfia.^dl eb the 
natural Condttution. WUh Uni iU -Enaots :are 
the Efiedaof Mett's Tampers j wttetdbrc ^!e in 
chiefeft Case to -givf as. a tiue KiiaMid^ .d£ 
iAt», by the idnitaUa Chaa^tea he bai-ldc os. 
The ottier^ turiu idl islD Politicks, amiMiiakes a 
My&ory of every, TfaiBgj..arotibiiig'tU:a»<Craft 
JUKI Addrefi, WMktle or nothifi^ t& a Man's 
Conftitution. I theh conflHerhow dUBciiib:i».it^' 
to itnd in the £Mik I^ifoa, i perfeA JEflonfedge 
M' Meoj add ' a pcofbiind SkiU in fiu^nels ; and 
in eight or tenUnet Jvfliowv .TbatMrJt^c Lamm, 
the MioUier^ has reconcil'd two Quatiitcarions, 
kenerally divided, which are found in him in the 
WgRiEft:1*erIofti6n. It £ fo^eicelEve cold, ehat 
tbiMiaSaipSn Iwoiild ootwdGe^aSheetof Pa- 
t»f. pfondyodiflipdieDtSSERTATlON 
ttrHLEXAtoER; ia ray Opinioii, .; jfauch 
more loleia^.^hwi a^ you . haifa . b. . l|hu is 
«U i can do,- in Return for i\^ your FriroatL 

4 \«Sb. 
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This is all you fhall have of me at prefent. 
What you ask of me, out of Civility, to fliew, 
I fuppofe, that you remember my Trifles at the 
Hague, is in fuch ill Order, and fo ill Written, 
that you could not fo much as read it ; and, be- 
fides, I have good Breeding enough to favc you 
the Tirefomnefs it ■ would give you. There are, 
indeed, feme Things which I like well enough; 
but then there are many others to be left out. 
If ypudcfireto have the Otlervations I have made 
on fome Latin Hiftorians, t will fend them to 

y°"- . 1 

1 ifitreat you to return my hearty Thank ta] 
M * * *. What Efteem fbever you may have for 
him, yoii vvould Value him flill more, if yga 
knew him as well as rdo._ Farewel,Sj> ^ I am by 
Islature fo grateful, that I cannot, either by De- 
fign or Study, become an Ingrate j and whatever 
was my Refolution, at the beginning of this Let- 
ter, I cannot end it, without aHurtng you, I 
ihalt, as long as I live, remember the Obliga- 
tions you have laid on hic. I wiQi it may be a 
long Time j 

But oh .' when Agt hevums $ur Veinif 
No longer fp-ighsly "Joy remains. 

If you did not value your felf more upon having 
Arms and Legs to be broken in the War, than on 
Writing, I flioiild tell you your Letter is as finely 
writ as it can be. 
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]r Should hive great Excufes tcr make b you;- 
:for not fending what I. promis'd^ if it wa< 
worth it: But I am ingenious in delaying your 
being dr'd by tny Trifles ; wherein I give you a 
dice Proof of my Friehdffup. However^ I (hall- 
Qver>lbok yoiir Intereft and mine j by tranfmit* 
ting to you the Keoei that are aftw tranfcribing,^ 
Eaddreh one t>f them to Moniieur Vf>jjimsy my Li-^' 
cerary Friend^ and with whom there's mdrr^'M^* 
be leJlrn^d j thoiii with any Man I eirer faw in • my 
£4£b. rU tell'jou^ in the mean tirtiej, that i" 
write to Men ot the Sword aild Courtiers, 2B W 
Wit and a Schol ar j and that I converfc with the^ 
teamed*/ aTTSIan that has Been a Sordier, an3' 
fbenthe Worid; 

' As to the fritfk Acknowledgment of niy Faultj^ 
wl]iicH you .mention^ I (Hould not have failed to 
make it^ if I had dcfign'd. to ihew what you ftole 
firom me : But no Body knows better than youji 
how far that was from my Thoughts. You will 
oblige me, by letting me know^ whether I may 
entertain any Hopes of returning to France^ or 
muft refolve to pai$ the remainder of my Days in 
in Foreign Countries? Hope is the Source, or, a^ 
leaft, one of the firft Caufes of Uneafmefs^ and 
Ufidftflfilefi is tolerable in Lbve oAly, wfieit^'^'Hs 

tftti pleafurable : Foi you Knov^ the Sobg, 

..-■•• ■ • • - •, ■■ . 

' TMUs of IMk i&e/fi^eeferfar} ' 
: ThMH dl 9t%t¥ ?ktifnrts art. 

k««rj> whefe elfis 2>if4utM'h i( ' great TorMenL^ 
tlfe> hafe fioe held CmkilU'i ATflLA; titd 
l^^y«Bll ^fi^ ate «d ftod iMne, wtthfotoit 

©at ^^ 
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ofAtoRtre's Plays, if there be any new Ones : For 
the Works of thoKe two Writers are the only Ob- 
jt&s of my Curiofity^ The Ancients taught Car^ 
neilie to think wcH j and he thinks better than 
they<# The other leam'd from them the Art tf 
makings in Comedy/ excellent Draugixs of thf 
Msn-aitti Manners of his Age j whidi had nor 
before been (een on our Stage. I am w&fa£Utr 
beobme Learned in your Company : I am. }iift. 
now goii^ tb receive a Vifit from Moniieur Vsffim^ 
co.WhomlftaUiilkoftheWarihfKiiiiTA Fart;: 
wclj .Sor^ I firft baniik'd a tedious Ceremony ;; 1 
defire you not to take it ill. 

I fof^ to deHre ^ou to affiirc Count i^ Grd$m^ 
9§ont, that I am orer-joy'd to feeliim the PtoteStat 
ci the Hook ci1[ Of amrnmi. • ^' 
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f Count de Guiche havingjun a hng fmk in EMik^ atJIlf! 
ehsab^ Uov$ U womu /p Trance, ifCaunS de Grammoorf 
htt9t/l. The Pliafsniiy of Mf. de ISt. Evremond'j Emprd^ 
Jhn runs on Count de ursunmontV fetfarmin^f what twi 
Mforefehal his Brother had fevusl ttma unfuccefsfuUy aN 
tasfiei* 



To the fame. 

YOU are none of thofe who endeavour moro 
to lacisfy themfelves^ as cojthe Honefty of 
their Condad towards their Friends^ than to 
bring their Affairs to a good Iflhe. Your firft 
Care of mine laid O^Ugatipnf eoQttgh'on oe : But 
your Perfeverance^ and all the induftrknis Pains 
jou take, give me a fort ^ Shanif rWMl J ihoiM 
nor eaffly luier tfiew^ if l4i4Ml c^ 
fttt mcia a Gmtl^WB itM 
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Gratitiide. You know nothing is equal eo the 
Teoderaeis of n Man in Dtfgrace : And as I am 
naturally pretty (enltble of the Favours done me ; 
ym majr judge what ill Fortune has added to this 
igood EKTpontion. Of the Temper^ and in die 
Condition I am^ I give my felf over to the Im- 
preffion your Generofity has made on me ; and 
cis my moft fbft and tender Pleafbre to he touched 
by it: But Ibmetimes^ ungrateful ReAeAions 
would biafs my Judgment ; and it comes into my 
Head, to examine cooly tbe Obligations I have 
to yoif. i fwear to you^ in good eameft;^ tha(, 
after havirg coh/ider*d aU you do for me^ I woo- 
der how an Acquaintance, which came about by 
Chance, could produce fuch eager Concern m 
you, for the Tnteitft of a new Friend. 

It feems as if, by a fecret Juftice, the Relations 
of Mr. Je Lhrnne would acknowledge the great 
Efteem and Veneration I always had for hint. 
Tbe Marquis de Ltijfens Litmm^ on his return from 
tblUmd^ made my Bufinefs his own : Euc your 
Warmth in it ftill furpalTes his. I hope you will 
infpire the Marquis de**'^ with a Difpofirion to 
fsivour me j and that, at laft, his Father's good # 
Offices will have the good EfFeA you have pre- 
par'd. Yqu can-t imagine how fenfibly I am af- 
teded with the npw Favour the Marquis de* ^ ^ 
has received ; which is owing to the great Services 
of the Father, and the great Hopes that are juftly 
entertained of the Son ; I mean the Hopes of the 
Services that are expeded from him ; for as to 
his Merit^ ic is already grown to Perfedion^ and 
there's no need of ekpeAin^ suiy Thing further on 
that fide. 

I had fcarce Leifure to caft my Eyes on t A N« 

pd ; ' DRO- 
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i^ • Mifeeliape6M fVi>rks of 

DROMACHE andt4TTILA; howevei, 
>y the curfory View J had of them, it appear* |0 
mc that ANDKOMApHE has in it fomp 
Jint Tbougbts, ^nd that 'tis but one Degree remov'd 
from 'tiie Great, Thofe who fliaU not gp to the 
portom, will admire it ; but thofe wfho are loot 
iog for perfed Beauties, will mifs roinechine in 
jt, that fliall hinder them from being fully Utif- 
Bed. Yuu have reafon to fay, that that Piece hai 
loft much by the Death of Adentfiturj -. For it 
^jvants great Tragedians, lo make up its Defe^ 
l>y Adiofi. But, t^^e ic all cpgether, it is a Roe 
Piece, and very tr^uch above the Iwd'iffertnty tho' 
fomewhat below the Gnat. ATT I LA, on the 
contraty, muft have got fomething by the De^th 
of Mmtfievrj : For a gieat Tragedian, (as he was) 
would have flrain'd too high a Part, which is full 
enough of it felf ^ and his JFerocity would have 
made too great an ImprefHon on tender SouU- 
iNot but that Tragedy had been admired in the 
time of SefhotU' au<4 Euripidtf^ when fierce and 
^loody Reprefentatipns were more rclifli'd, thm 
the foft and gender. All the Though u are juft; 
^ and I found fome e;fcellent Verfes in it. As for 
the Fable, or Plotj o^f thofe two pieces, I had aoe 
time to nigke the leaft Re^eAion upon it. 

I v/iQi) with all my Heart, that Camtille may 
handlp tlie Sul^jei^ otflanmhl; and if he can 
_ Wing into his Piefe the f^nference tie had with 
Se'tfin before the Bati^,'J fan^y he will make 
them fpeak like (he greateft Men in the World, 
as they were indeed. I fend you herewith the 
PPSERyATI0^5.^,.^SA14yst,^whi?hI 
mention'd before 
*c DISSER 
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Moa^ur de St. Bvrekiaond %^ 

]f>£R^ beth-indiff^renrly tranfcri^ As fbrtber 
CharaAers^ they jare & ific^rwoven wich the 
COJ4 VEILS AXJON with Mfi Jt C^nMle, 
thac the^ are ii^epofabtefpofn ity and I. cannoc 
yet fei)4 ^^ Pjkce^ . Fiusewel ; X^ve nie always* 
andbclieyejlaai ywirs^ more -ibaii . any .^k^y's 

I know; i)pC:; whether .Mff ii/<[ Z/^M w^^ be 
thpHght; to* j>^ t aS; . poUto^ ; as intGe^ and as^ much a 
Man oir OPle^jkTvife as f h^tis* i -.When th^fe <^glit|e« ' 
produce; piai^^^ chey^Wt bu« 

111 with. ar}ilinifter- of Sc«c^t< bat when ^.pfipfouiKi 
SiAtefmafi^ . Cop^ijMnfiuite ki 9Afi0e(si gan iQ- ipaftfi; 
thienij as to.pi^ biian[fei£-,abov«th^^ and prpcuFC 
to jhigife)^ k^^^hS^^P) agreeable/ and even yo^ 
luptuous Leifure^ his Merits in • my . Opinion) 
/caches ibo^ hig^i>egEBe oi Perfoi^oiKr, . ^ - 
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To Monfieur t VOSSIVS, '■■ 

JOncje intended to have made an exa<Sk Crirl- 
cifm!upon SaU^f and tac'aus^ but being m 
m'd fincc, that others ha<i4^»?.c it before me i 
that I might peifhsr wholly purfue, oqr lofe my 

D d 4 Defign , 



. J IfaacVolfiu5,.&«/o?J^/4»»oifi John Gerald VoflSii'?. 
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Vi^B^ I.1un«wtetfttlliyin««|^<Hi«M' 
0b(uMilD»,''>«lalrnifMl)MjlMl> ■ 'V- 
■ i*m 0pi«lon, 'tli»* iiMr wabif-iincf mM 
jMiy'R)llq^ji tri»h'ttti M wi»i t i«ii<»rt<iii>liiwl 

4iltf'tkdl-Mifltkiii/:tf<te'<Mtt HiitloMH' 
Cniieiraoixr-fctch'dftrfi]iDe.^Aiom^ w] 

>l«B ^i iel>oH i iMtile,'CTa>fciy)«ii»MaifciB^' 
'- WHui j<i^jito.«i>wi»ftni»iiii» t«'<iw rwitm 

acllj' <MttotStii<MfcVoitf»f «-fc«Mlri8i|iftrilif 

aUitMbAd' v» tUHM^^'Ur'SHk^ »!MI«'«lii 
iito-liaii^M! A«taMMi df' l£Mitit!Mi-tnr 'tM 
Ghole#«f WStKcaSM'' •"' ^■•'■■■■! ■■■i.-i'^ 
The atlt^it«M'rAtf«^MbtM',''«til U'lllft 
fimulation, sre known lo all the World j Dm 
ylwoTM. ifcrilm re tint Prino-aOatiwIi <« 
eveiy Thini^ is not foflicientlj acqtuimed wMl 
^ ^IVrapar ^ofvMan. Nacvw.-^ is- never -fr' 
Audi Aadded', bn thit fhe prtfer^ n gitM'n 
pommand over oar Atf oos, as we can pretend 
to hsTe orer her Motions. Somethioe of one^i 
Temper always ensen into the belt form'd De- 
ilgns': And ic is sot cii^ifcte^ thjte TUcrwjj who 
was for fo many Years fubjeft either to the Will 
of StjMnu, or to his own infitmous Pleafures. 
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mA ^Kefecreit AppreheuSous ef ^phfin^y his 
Mind is diverted frMni cM BIdckneft d the AAion^ 
tnd ffotn che fad Iriia^i^ of this Death : Thus the 
t^nicide efcapes his HMred^ and the^utihappy 

Tile Cruelty of tile (koie Nero^ in bis Mother^s 
Death/ has too tShtMi a Coifidnft. Altho^ ^t^f- 
fma had jteiifli'd by i CotifMntrigufc fo well m^ 
taag'd^ jf et he Odiht^ At teaft^ to have fupprds'd 
halt riiii' Arc: ¥w^ by that nieam^ the Crime 
findi' lefs Averficm in our Minds; and^ if I may 
fpeak it^ gains upon the Judgment of the Readeii^ 
wheii fb much Addrefi and Dexterity are put in 
the Management of it. 

Taeiim^ in moft places^ gives us Piftures te^ 
($nift*dy where nothing of Art^ indeed^ is wanN 
iflg i but he feldom confults Nature^ or paints a<^ 
ter the Life. Nothing is finer than' what hefe^ 
pefents j but^ frequently^ they are Things that 
ought not to be reprefented« Soitaetimes he over- 
ihoots the Point by too great a Depth and Penfe^ 
tration : Sometimes^ by his too nice Speculations^ 
he robs us of the true ObjeAs^ to leave us plea- 
(ing Ideas in their room. What may be faid in 
his Favcmr, is^ that^ perhaps^ he has obligVl us 
more than he had done^ had he related nothing 
but grols trivial T^ings^ that were not worth our 
knowings and the Truth of which had been of no 
Importance. 

" Salmfi, who was of an oppofite Genius^ afcribes 
as much to Nature^ as 7acitm does to Policy. 
The greateft Care of the former^ is to (hew lis 
the Genius of Men^ and afterwards Affairs come 
on naturally^ by the Adions tf thofe Perfbns 
whom he hach defcrib'd^ which are never fir- 
fetched. 

* If you consider with Attention^ the Chara<Ser 
of Catiline^ you will neither wonder ac that exe- 
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crablQ Defiga, he engufd is, to opprefi cfae Sc^ 
fiace, nor at that smVtoya^ he nil upoiij n 
mik« himfelf -Mafttt c^ ttic Republick, wUhput 
{he Affifiancf of. the L^iods. When you rff^ 
on his PliantneTs, his lafinuytioiu, hisadmixaUf 
Taleot of br^ging others to be of hi) .^^^Mnd, 
and uQitiag faftipui Perfons to l)imfel|| w}iaf 
you coniider that fo.mufih pfffimulatioa, wai iup. 
|)orted by fis much Spirit;3nd-B>erolutioa, whu 
there was a }#cc«lSty for AAiojQ: you wiUaoc be 
furprjz'd* that at the Head of all the ambidoai^ 
and corrupted Men, he wo* io near ovenunjiiic 
(:he Cotninoavpalth of .Xmmj and ruining hu 
Country. But Salufi dotli- qot content himp 
/etf with dicfcnbiDg Men jn their Charaders ; 
he makes theta . c»fcnba theWelves to u» ia 
Speechesj vhere you always fee Natuce .copfed 
to the life. C</«r, in his Oration, plainly enoudi 
^ves us t9 uqdefftand, that the Confpiracy ^ 
not diplcafe him. Under the ^eal which he gror 
tends, for the Prefervatioq of the Laws, and ttf^ 
Dignity of the Senate, he lets 4is fee, he had 9 
fecret Inclination for the Confpirators : He is no^ 
To careful to ponceal his Opinion of 9 Fucurf 
State ,* the Gods are lels confider'd by him, than 
the Confuls ; and, in his Conceit, Eieath is no- 
thing but the End of our Torments, and the R9- 
pofe of the Miferabje. Cato m^kes his own Pi- 
^re^ after Cttfar has giren us his. He fpeaks 
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pomprehepd .bo^,thc coodlotcntiQiii, and ih» 
.;u|a Hurqour (ofi^l^ jC^nTul. lit Hiort, by t^ 

•Pfily. repr^ffn^ifq tav 4^ the PeHons^ but 1 reeqi 
CO behold all that pais'd in the C«infpir»cy of Ct- 
tiiiiKf ■■- . "t ■.■ s - -■ ;■ ■.■-. .y] r '-. ■; 

You may oUerrf the.fameTbMnKiq^heHi- 
Aory of Jugurtb^f . Thq PefcriptiD^ ef ' his Out- 
lines, and his l-fuTjiour^prefwrei you to fee the 
I^vaiion of the Kingdom j and-^hfe? Lines, Ihow 
tis whole Meihod of making Wjtf, You r?e,'ia 
the Chara^er of, ,M«ffw,- with the Jleftorattoa 
qf Difc^pline^ » happy Alteration in <[» Roman 
hSaint ;.■..■■'■ -. , 

,^l^«vi(ii. leads tho Army to Afrink^ with the fame 
Spirit with ^bi(;h.be Tppke at J(mk. S)''^, talks 
taBatthts, with th^ f^tqe Genius tlut appears In 
his Charufter, tittVe tied to Duty ^nd Aegulati- 
. %\f and facrifidiie a^l to his PafEon of making 
rzicnds to himielf. Z)t»i Faniatt »himde hah- 
miSf amicuiim tm^mam nttfue Tuiit, ntfui cMi^UMm 
omnium (athfuit. Thus Salttfi makes Men adt by 
fheir Temper, and thinks he fufficiently obliges 
his lleader, by defcribiiig them well. Every ex- 
traordinary Perfon ihat is reprefented, is exa^y 
drawn, eyen when, he has no confiderable part in 
his Subjed. Such is the Ch:irader of Stnifrmiff, 
which, in my Judgment, is inimicable ; nay, be 
goes oot of his way, to give us the Pi^^ures of 
Cms and Csefir^ which are really fo &ns>'that I 
Aiould prefer them to entire Hifiories. : 

To conclude my Obfervation upon thefe two 
Authors, Ambition, Avarice, Luxury, Corrupti- 
on ; in (hort, all the general Caufes of the Du- 
brders of the Republick, are very often alledgV 
by Salufi. I know not whether he dcfcends 
enough to particijlar Ii^ccrefts and Confiderations. 
One would tftink, that 'fubtle and refin'd Counfels 



fcem'd to him unworthy of the Grandeof of did 
Republick ; and that is the Rcafon perhaps, wW' 
he traces np few Things to Speculation and Jit- 
figoi and almoft every Thing to the Paffions and 
Genius of Men. " 

In the Hiftory of Tacitus, we fee more Vi,c«, 
more Wickednefs, and more Crimes by far ,- but 
Ingenuity condu<%s, and £>eKcerity manages theni; 
every one fpeaks there always With Defign ; no- 
thing is aAed without Premedication ; Cruelty 
is prudent, and Violence difcreet. In a Word, 
the C^mes with him are too'-delicate j whence 
it comes to pafs, that Perfons, even of the great- 
eft Integrity, come infenfibty to reUfli the Art 
ofMifchief, which doth not wholly difcoTcr it 
-felfatfirft, and that they learn to become Wic- 

■ ked, before they are aware^ While they imagine 
only to improve in Skill. But to leave Salu^ 

. and faciiits, in their different Charafters, I dafc 
affirm that we but feldom meet together, a wne 

■ Knowledge of' Men, and a profound IntelUgertjiJ 

'. ThoCe >thtc 4re l>rp^gh< u^"in Sode^esVt^ 
rpeakinAfftnlUk), letrta'^Kfr^brder, the P6nm, 

■ni «11 ihd^lvfttten thdif' aire'^ebitsd in &t^ 
ViXkB%^iwn e&ence, thipttgfa'SftibalCA^ cftey 19- 
ftnid cberttfehts in fciteH^'AF*}") ^ra^tberc'iite 
bat few tfaihgi but What'ttli^becoitie Aiptfjle of, 
by Applktti&ii' and Experibn^ Bat >^md tfiey 
come CO fettle itt CouM; they are perplex'd and 
awkard in tbetr Choice of Perfohs, intbotit any 
Tafte of Merit, ridlcolbAs-ib thdr Exptacf^ 
and in thar Ptfeafntes. • ' 

Onr Mtfdften in n-ma ar^ altogedior free from 
^wieDefeAsj I may affirttit of them all widi^ 
oueFlatttry; and «i]ara|e nhr felf a little upoii 
l^bMaim da iMmi^i wira'wnofiil am bettetigb* 
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.Tas/in.him^ properly^ diat difercM Taleots 
areietoocU'd ; Sets in him wc find a curious Know- 
l«4g0of tbe Merits of Mea^ and a confummato 
Mimenr of Bufinds. ^ 

To ipeak the Trath. I have a thouiand Times 
admir'd^ how a Minifler^ who hach confounded 
^ the Polhicks of the ItaUamt j who hach difor- 
ddrfd die fteddy Prudence of i|ie SfmiarJs; who 
hath 4ngajg;Ufpinan7 Princes of' Geriw^ in our 
Interefts ; and made thofe, who with fo much 
Difficulty fiir for thentfelres^ to a<% for us^ juit 
a& we would ham rhdh : I have admired, 1 iay^ 
howa Man^ fo dextrous in Negotiations^ fo well 
vers'd in Arotirs^ could have all the Delicacy of 
our moft poMte Courtiers^ in his Converfation 
and Pleafures. ^ One may fay of him^ what Salmfi 
afikm'd' of a igreac ^ Perfon of Antiquity, , That 
bii L^wr9 h Voutfimms : But that by a juft Difpeii- 
fetson of bis Time^ with his great fecility in ma- 
naging Bufinei^ ; of which he has got the Ma» 
flery^ never was my Affair, retaraed by his 
Pleafures. 

Anndft the 2>sveiiiom of his Leifure, amidft 
his moft .important 'Employments^ he ftill dedin 
cates fome Houris to polite Lpamingj of wUcfi 
Atticiis himfdf, one of the g^reaceft Ornaments of 
Antiquity^ did not ac^ire a more - curious Stock> 
in the Sipreetaefi iof ^hii* Repofe^ and the Tran-^ 
quillity of hir Studies* His Knowledge is Uni- 
verfal; and Leianun^^ which vtery cfften debau^ 
ches Nature^ doth hue adorn his ; it throws offy 
with him, whatever it had of oMcure^ difficulty 

uncouth^ 

■ ; * ■ ■ - 
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^'SuHa *** Ltoeriy Gtgtds atque Latinis jusca atOM 
doftlffimi erudituf^ animo mgmgiA^ cupidus voluptatuai| ttd 
ClOiBe cupkUur : otio luxiiriofo eflt p tameii a^ i^gotiis nuoi* 
^wna volufias ttttitnu, A?c. 
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uncouth^ tnd gifres him enrirehr all :ics AdVii'ft- 
cages, >vi(hOut <x>frupting. dib.Crearpefs and .Po^ 
licpnefs pf hb Mind.. No Man is l)etter acqasnnctfd) 
with the Works of the Ingenious than he j nb ' 
Man 5vriccti hdccer i he knows equalljr hpw to 
judge, .and how .to cempofe ;. To that I qucfliob 
whether we ought to efteem more in him, thir; 
Solidity of his Judgment, QrtheBrightnefson'hb-^ 
Geniusi But it is time to leave his j dnd come td 
that of the Gourtiecs. . "•• 

As they are not only educated^ but hayb cHeo'. 
ordinary ReHdence near Princes^ they makor ie- 
their particular Study to know them well : Them- 
is not an Inclination that is conceal'd ffomthem,^ 
no Averfion unknown, no Weakmefs which e^^ 
fcapes them. Hence refult didfe Inlinuationsj' 
Complaifances, and all thdfe curious Meafuref 
which compofe the Art of winning the Hearts; 
or, at leaft, of reconciling the Wilts of others ; 
but either through want of Application, or be« 
caofe they look upon thofe Employments, which 
inftruc^ a Man in Affairs, to be below them, they 
are equally ignorant of them all'; and theit A^ 
greeabjenefs coming to fail with their Age, they 
muft confequently lofe their ConHderation and 
Credit. Thus they grow old in the Cabinet, ex* 
I os'd to the Raillery of the young Men, who 
can'c endure their cenforious Humour j with this 
difference, however, that thefe> for the moft part, 
ad agreeably to their Temper, while the others 
cannot abflain from thofe Things that don't be- 
come them i and, indeed, the moft accompli(h*d 
Perfon, if he is not in a Poft to ferve others, will 
find it a hard Matter to keep himfelf from.being 
ridiculous in his old Age. But it fares with them, 
as with our Ladies of Gallantry^ who are (fill 
plcas'd with the World, when that's no more 
p1eas*d with them If \fft were wife, our DJfguU 

would 



would be governed by that which others have for 
us ; for when oncC:; we (become uQprofitable to 
the Wbrld; and can 110 iongtr firpport eur fetves 
by the Merit of plealing^ 'tis high time to thiok 
of iQakwg^'!^ R^treit.;^ tiM^yers/.ori'^he other 
fide^ appear fefs GenteeKwlieh they are youngs 
by afalfe Affe&ation ^ of the Court- Air ^ which 
makes them fucceed in the City^ though it renders 
them .i^ipulpus a( Cotirt j but^ at \m^ the true 
Knowledge* of their liitereft brings tbem- back to 
their Proteffion ; and as they become confummate 
in Bufinefsy io time, ^y arrive ro confiderable 
Stations; where every Body, in genera!, (lands 
in need of their A^ftance. It ii true, thofe 
CouitiiBrs who advance themfelves to Honours 
by great Employthents/ are of confummate Abi- 
lities j^aiid their Merit arrives to full Perfedi- 
on, when to the ^fteety of the Court, they joyn 
the Knowledge of Affairs, and Experience m 
War iiJ '■ • * 
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Ta DISSERTATIOl 

'^n.,J^'^ClUE's Traced 

' ■• ' ' C A L fP 

The Grcn/i/ Alcx^Mci 

To Madam * BbURNEAU. ,3 

SINCE I have read the GRJND ALEX- 
A ND E R, che old Age of CtrneiUt d6cs not 
U> mucb alami me ; and 1 am not fo appreheo- 
ftre chat the wridog of Tragedies will End with 
him. However, 1 could wifb, that, before his 
Death, he woulJ adopc rhe Author of this Piece, 
andj like a tender Father, give a right Caft to 
the Judgnienr of one, who alone defervcs to be 
his iucceflbr. I wifh that he would give hiiii i 
good Tafte of Antiquity, which he enjoys toft 
much advantage ; that he would make him efiter 
into the Genius of thofe dead Nations, and know 
judicioufly the Charader of Heroes, that are now 
no more. This is, in my Opinion, the bhiy 
thing which is wanting to fo great a Genius. Some 
of his Thoughts are ftrong and bold j his Expref. 
iions equal the Force of his Thoughts : But then 
you mult give me leave to fay, that he is not ac- 
quainted with Alexander, Or ForHs, By his Per- 
formance one would think, that he had a mind to 



* Fi/e tf jtfr, Bounieaiij iV^»f of th Stmf(i$ri Court . 
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jivfe the World a greater Idea of Porusy than of 
^Alemnder, in which it was not poffibie for him to 
licceed ; for the Hiftory i)f Alexander, as true a^ 
c is, has much of the Air of a Romance in it ; 
uid for an Author to make ^ greater Heroe than 
iim^ is to afFeft to deal in Fic^ion^ and rob his 
iVork, not only of the Credit of Truth, but the 
Agree^blenefs of Probability. Let us not there- 
fore imagine any thing greater than this Conque- 
ror of the World y otherwife our Imaginations will 
range too far, ahd foar too high. If we would 
give other Heroes an advantage over him, let us 
take from them the Vices which he had, and 
^ve them the Vertues which he had not : Let us 
not make Scifio greater, altho' there never was, 
amongft the Romans, a Soul fo afpirmg as his j he 
Ihould be made mor;; juft, more diCpos'd to do 
good, more moderate, more temperate, and more 
^ertuous. ' 

Let not thofe that are mod partial to Cafdri 
aigainft Alexander, alledge in his Favour, either hi$ 
Paffion of Glory, Greatnefs of Soul, or Firmnefs 
of Refblntion. Thefe Qualities are fo confpicu- 
oufly fhining in the Grecian, that to have had 
theni in a higher Degree, would have been to 
have had them to Excefs ; but let chem make 
the Roman more wife in his Undertakings, more 
dexteit)us in his Affairs, one that better underftood 
his own Interefts, and was more Matter of himfclf 
in his Paffions. 

Avery nice Judge of the Merits of Men, is con- 
tented to compare to Alexander, the Man whom ht 
thought worthy of the higheft Charader : He durft 
not attribute to him greater Qualities, but took a- 
"Mray from him the bad : Magm illi Alexandra far^ 
Jedfobrio ne^ne irficuHdo * flmillimus. 

E e Perhaps 
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Perhaps tfaefe ConfitJerauoDS influenc'd our j 
cbor in Ibtns meafure : perhaps, to make /*. 
tbe greater Mao, without dtviag ldio Fables, 
thought it convenient to leflcn bis jUxasJtr, 
that was his Defign, 'tis impoffible for hini to b 
executed ic better ; for he has made him fo mo 
mie a Prince, that a hundred othen may be ( 
ferr'd to him, as well as Psrm. Kot but that 
fbtfiiim gives us a fineldea of him ; that7>.viAw; 
Parui himfelf, fpeak advantagcoufly enough of 
Greatnefs : But when he appears himTelf, he 
not Force enough to fuflain it ; unleG, out of lu 
dcily, he had a mind to appear an ordinary W 
amongfl the hdUni, in a juft Kepentance, for I 
Ting been ambitious to pafs for a God amon 
(be ftrfuns. To (peak fcrioufly, I can here ( 

^cem Qochiog of AUxanAer, but his bate Name ; 
Genius, bis Humour, his Qualities, appear to 1 
no where. I exped to find in an impetui 
Hsfoej fuch extraordinary Motions, as fhoi 
excite my Paflion ; but 1 lind a Prince of fo lit 
Spirit, that he makes no manner of Impreffi 
upon me. 

1 imagin'd to find in Poraj, a Greatnefs of So 
which would be fomewhat more furprizing to i 
an Irsil'i^tt Heroe iliould have a different Charad 
from one of ours. Another Heaven, if I may 
fpeak, another Sun, and another Earth, produ 
other Animals, and other Fruits : The Men fee 
to be of another Make, by the difference of tht 
Faces, and (till more, if I dare fay fo, by a c 
ftindion of Reafon : Both their Morals, and 
Wifdom peculiar to their Climate, feem there 
over-rule and guide another fort of Men, in an 
ther World. Ftrus, however, whom ^incut C» 
tins defcribes an utter Stranger to the Greekt ai 
I Perjiam^ is here purely French. Inftead of trar 
"JTting us to the Ifuiittf he U carried into Fran, 
wh« 



Mdfevk^h' Su BvrembncL 



.^Iis/tn him^ properly^ chat difcfctt TalcfiCs 
arc'cetoscU-d ; itts in liitn we find « cttrious Know* 
l<4gfi of the Merits of Men, and a ooofummatft 
Mailprv of Bufinefi. . 

To llpeak the Treth^ I have a thoufimd Times 
admir'd^ how /ft Mintfler, who hath confounded 
all the Politicks -of tbcItaiiMt } Who hathdifoKt 
dtf rfd the fted<Ejr Prodence of ^tSfmiarJsi who 
hath engagUfainanyPiinces of GdTMM^^ in our 
Interefts ; and made thofe^ who with fo much 
Difficulty ilir fqr thenjfelres^ to^St for us^ jult 
as we mould ham thdh : i haveadmir'd^ 1 lay^ 
howaMan^ fo dextrous in Negotiations^ fowell 
vers'd in AdSaUrs, could hare all the Delicacy of 
our mbft polite Courtiers^ in his Converfatioh 
and Pleafures. ^ One tazj fay of htm^ what Salufi^ 
zttkm'd} of ztmesLt ^ 9ei6>n of Antiquity. 7^r 
kU Lc^tfTd is ymtfrnms : But that by a juft Difpeii* 
latson of his Time^ with his great- facility in ma- 
naging Bufmefs,: of which he has got the Ma- 
fleryy never was any Aflair^ retarded by his 
Plcafures. 

. Anudft the iDsvetiiom of his Leifure, amidff 
his mcft .important 'iEiiiployiiients^ he ftUI dedin 
cates fome Hour^ to polite Lp^f^iinfl^j of whicfi 
Atticus himfdf, one m the grei^ Ornaments of 
Antiquity^ did not ac^ire a more - curious Scock> 
in the Swtttaefi k>f ^his- Repofe^ and the Tran-< 
quiltity of his-' Studtesi His Kliowledge isUbi- 
verfal; and Leafni0|;^ which irtery cfften debau"" 
chds Nature, docb tut adorn hi^ j it throws oiT^ 
with fdvQy whatever it had ofobfcure^ diflHeult^ 

uncouth^ 
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doftlflimi enidituf, animo ingq^ cupidiu voiuptatuai, M 
CldrBe cupkllor ; ^io luxtiriofo eflt | tainieii at> ae^is nuan* 
mm voluMM mi^rata. ft^. 
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One of the greateft Faults of our Nation, is to 
make all Center in it^ even to that Degree, as to 
call thofe very Perfons Strangers in their own 
Country, who have not exaftly, either our Air 
or Manners. Upon this fcore we are juftl^ re* 
proach'd, for not knowing how to efteem Things, 
but by the Relation they have to us, of which 
Comeilk made a fad, but undeferv'd Experiment, 
in his S9pbomsba. Mairety who defcrib'd his, un- 
faithful to old Syfb^Xy and in love with the young 
and vidorious MaJJiniffa^ pleas'd the whole World, 
in a manner, by hitting upon the Inclination of 
the Ladies, and the true Humour of the Cour- 
tiers. But ComeilUy who makes the Creeks fpeak 
better than the Greeks, the Romans than the Romans^ 
. the Carthaginians than the Citizens of Canbagi 
fpeak themfelves : Comeille, who is, almoft, the on- 
ly Perfon that has a true Talle of Antiquity, has 
had the Misfortune not to pleafe our Age, for re- 
prefeneing the true Charafter of yifdrubah Daugh- 
ter. Thus to the Difgrace of our Judgments, he 
that hath furpafb'd all our Authors, and has, in 
this refpeA, perhaps, even furpafs'd himfcif, by 
allowing to thofe great Names all that was their 
due. could not oblige us to do him the fame piece 
of Juftice J being enflaved by Cuftom, to (et a 
value on thofe Things the prefenc Mode recom- 
mends ; and little difpos'd by Reafon, to efteem 
ihofe Qualities and Sentiments, which arc not 
agreeable to our own. 

Let us then conclude, after fo long a Refle- 
xion, that Alexander and ?orus ought to have prc- 
ferv'd their Charafters entire j that it was our bu- 
lincfs to view them upon the Banks of liydufpes, 
fuch as they were,- not theirs to come to the 
Banks of the Seine, to ftudy our Nature, and fpeak 
our Thoughts. The Speech of Porms fliould have 
bad fomcchin' ^mnf" ' ^nd extraordinary 
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in it. If ^uintus Curtius has made himfelf admir d 
for his Oration of the Scythians^ where he gives 
them Thoughts 9nd Expreffions natural to their 
Nation^ this Author might have rendered himfelf 
as much admir'd^ by reprefenfing to us^ the Rarity 
of a Genius of another AVorld. 

The different Conditions of thefe two Kings^ 
in which both of them behav'd themfelves fo 
gallantly j their Vertue differently exercis'd in the 
Variety of their Fortune, befpeak the Attention 
of Hiftorians, and oblige them to defcribe them 
to us. The Poet, who was at liberty to add to 
the Truth of Things, or at leaft to let them oflf 
with all the Ornaments of his Art, inftead of 
udng Colours, and Figures to embeliifh them, 
hath taken away much of their Beauty ; and Nvhe- 
ther the fcruple of faying too much of them, did 
sot fufier him to lay enough j or whether 'tis 
owing to the Barrennels of his Invention, he falls 
vaftly (hort of the Truth. He might have enter'd 
into their mod private Thoughts, and have drawn 
from the bottohi of thofe great Souls, as Corneilk 
hath done, their mod fecret Motions y whereas 
he fcarce goes fo far as their bare outfide, lit- 
tle curious to remark well what appear d ^bove- 
board, and little prying to difcover what lay 
concealed. 

I could have wifh'd, that our Author had laid 
the Strefs of his Skill in giving us a juft Reprefen- 
tatioh of thofe Great Men j and that in a Scene 
worthy of the Magnificence of the Subjeft, he had 
carried the Greacnefs of their Souls as high as ic 
was poffible. 

If the Converfation of Sertorlusy * and Powpey^ 
had fuch an Influence upon our Minds, what 

E e 3 fhould 
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fiioiild not we exped from that of Torus and AUx- 
anJtr^ upon a Subje<3:fo uncommon? I could like- 
wife ha.e wifh'd, chat the Author had given us a 
greater Idea of this War. And, indeed, the Paf- 
lagc of tlie Hydaffes is fo ftrange, (hat it is hardly 
to be concciv'd ; a prodigious Army on t'other 
fide the Riverj with terrible Chariots and Ele- 
phants, at thai time formidable ^ the Lightning, 
Timiider and Tempefts, which occafion a general 
C<<]i:uiiun j and; above all, when fo large a Rivec 
mult he palVd over in Skinsj in fliort, a hundred 
diL^dlu! Things, which aftonifli'd the Afjcfi/omaiM, 
and which made AUxjndtr fay. That at laft he had 
found a Danger worthy of himfelf j all tiiis, I fay, 
ought to have rais'd the Imagination of the Poet, 
both in the Defcription of the Preparations, and 
the Recital of the Battle. 

However, be fcarce mentions the Camps of 
thefe two Kings, whom he robs of their true Cha- 
radcr, to etiflave them to imaginary Princef- 
(cs. All ih:tc is either great or valuable a- 
niongll Men, the Defence of a Country, the 
Ficlcrvaiion ot a Kingdom don't excite Torm to 
i!-.f Battle j he is cncourag'd to it by tlie bea'itifut 
I.yes of ^i'.v;.:nj alone, rmd ihc delign of his Va- 
l.'ur, is o:ily to recommend himfelf by it to he. 
Thiis Knij^lK-Iirrants aro dcfaib'd, when they un- 
d;,TC;tkc an AJventi.rs ; and the tineft Genius, in 
ny Opinion, that Sfain bus produc' 
JJ.-« .i]; ..v; enter the lifi;, before ' 
nisnJ-jii liiml-.'lJ' til Di:'.::r.t.i. 

A Miitier ol Ilcnvinc-j, may 
nj.'.Tdii'g to his Fancy, \cirhei 
liiipt!r[,i:-.i;j, to ci.r.iir.!; one's lelr 
true Char.i^ler of isii rbfccre Pi 
K<.;>uta:i.n we a '"rt Stran 

f;i-.-it Peif ns c ty, fo , 

^[■•) arj bc:tcr jng^ 
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ving themfelves ^ the AlexanJers, the 5«/>/(?/, and 
theCJ^y^rrj, ought never to lofe their Charq<aers 
in our Hands : For the moft injudicious Spectator 
perceives^ that he is offended, when an Author 
afcribes Faults to them, which they had not j or 
when he takes from them Vertues, which had 
made upon his Mind an agreeable Impreflion. 
Their Vertues, once eftablifli'd, intereft our Self- 
Love near as much as our own real Merit; and 
'cis impofCble to make the leaft alteration in them, 
witliout making us feel this Change with Vio- 
lence. Above all Things, we ought not to injure 
the Reputation of their Genius in the War, to 
render them more illuftrious in their Amours ; we 
may give them Miftreffes of our own inventing, 
we may mix Paffion with their Glory, but let 
us take Care of making an Anthonj of an Akoc^ 
anJer j and not ruin a Heroe, confirmed for fo ma- 
ny Ages, meerly to favour a Lover of our own 
creating. 

To banifli Love out of our Tragedies, as un- 
worthy of Heroes, is to take away that fecrct 
Gharm which unices our Souls to theirs, by a cer- 
tain Tie that continues between them ; but then 
to bring them down to us by this common Senti- 
ment, don't let us make them defcend beneath 
themfelves, nor dcftroy what they poffefs above 
Men. Provided this Difcretion be obferv'd, I 
dare affirm, that there kre no Subjeds, where fo 
univerfal a Paflion as Love is, may not be intro- 
duc'd naturally, and without Violence. Befidcs, 
fince Wotpen are as neceffary in the Reprcfen ca- 
tion, as Men, we fliould give them frequent Oc* 
cafions to fpeak of that which is mod agreeable 
to their Nature, and of which they talk better 
than any thing elfe. Take away from fomc of 
the Fair Sex the Expreflion of amorous Tlioughts, 
and from others thofe private Familiarities, into 

L e 4 which 
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which the mutual Confidence they have in each 
other leads them^ and you reduce them^ for the 
ippfl: part3 to very tedious Converfations. Moft 
of their Motions^ as well as their Difcourfes, 
ihould be the EfFe<as of their Palfion j their Joy, 
their Sorrow, their Fears, and their DeHres, ought 
to have a little Tindure of Love, in order to bt 
taking. 

If you introduce a Mother rejoycing for the 
Happinefs of her dear Son^ or affliding her felf 
for the Misfortune of her poor Daughter, her Sa^ 
tisfadion, o^ her Grief, will make but a weak 
Impreffion upon the Spedators. To afFed us 
v^'ith the Tears and Complaints of this Sex, fliew 
us a Mif^refs thac bewails the Death of a Lover: 
and not a Wife, that laments the Lofs of a Hull- 
band. 

The Grief of Miftreffes, which is tender and 
endearing, has a far greater Influence upon us, 
than theAfflidion of an inveigling, felf-intereftcd 
Widow, who, as fincere as Ihe happens to be (bme* 
times, always gives us a melancholy Idea of Fune- 
rals^ and their difmal Ceremonies. 

Of all the Widows that ever appear'd upon the 
ThLatre, I can endure none but * Coruelia, be- 
caul'c, inftcad of making me chink of Facherlcft 
Children, and a Wife without a Spoufe, her Af- 
fedions truly Roinav^ rccal to my Mind, the Idea 
of ancient JU-wcy and of the Great Pompey. 

This is all that may reafonabiy be allow'd to 
Love upon our Theatres ; let our Writers be con- 
tented with this, fo far even the fevered Rules of 
the Drama will allow of it ^ and let not its great- 
eft Favourers believe, that the chief Defign of 
Tragedy, is to excite a Tendcrnefs in our Hearts. 

In 
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In Subjeds truly Heroick^ a true Greattijefs of 
Soul ought to be maintained above 211 Things. 
That wtuch would be pleating and tender^ in the 
Miftrefs of an ordinary Man, is often weak and 
fcandalous in the Miftre($ of a Heroe. She may 
entertain her felf^ when alone, with thofe inward 
ConfliAs fhe feels in her felf ; (he may iigh in fe- 
cret for her Uneafinefs ; and truft a belov'd and 
vertuous Cpnfident, with her Fears and Griefs : 
But, fupported hy her Glory, and fortified by her 
Ileafon, fhe ought always to remain Miftrefs of 
her Paffions, and to aniiiiate her Lover to great 
Adions by her Refolution, inftead of diiheartning 
him by her Weaknefs. 

'Tis, indeed, an indecent fight, to fee the Cou« 
rage of a Heroe foftned by Tears and Sighs / but 
then, if he haughtily contemns the Grief of a 
beautiful Perfon that loves him, he rather difco- 
yers the Hardnefs of his Soul, than the Refolution 
of his Heart. 

To avoid this Inconvenience, CtmeiUe has no 
lefs regard to the Charader of his Illuftrious La- 
dies, than to that of his Heroes. ^y£milia encou- 
rages Qima to execute * their Defign, and anfwers 
all the Scruples that oppofe the aflaffinating of 

Ckofatra hath a Paffion for Cafar^ and leaves 
nothing undone to preferve t Tomfey : She had 
been unworthy of Cafar^ if fhe had not declared 
againft the bafe Treachery of her Brother j and 
C^y^r, undeferving of her, if he had been capable 
of approving fo infamous an Adion. Dirce^ in 
Oedipus, vies Greatnefs of Courage with Jhefius^ 
turning upon her felf the fatal Explanation of the 

Oracle, 
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A LETTER 



To the Count DE LIONNE: 

I Know not yet what Succefs your Endeavours 
to ferve me will have ; but I can affiire you, 
they make a deep Impreffion on a Man^ wha ii 
very fenfible of the lead Obligation that is laid 
upon him. I am more concern'd at your Illnefi, 
for the Trouble it brings upon you, than by the 
Hinderance it gives to your Sollicitations in my 
Aifair. I am apprehenfive they may be fome- 
what too prefling, with refpeft to the Prince of 
Twnme^ and that I may become^ at laft, obnoxious 
to him, by the Importunity I give him. If he 
bad not fent me a Compliment by Count (tAt^ 
'vergne, and Count AEftradtSy I would not have 
taken the Liberty, to defire his Good Offices j for 
\ never did him any Service that may oblige him 
to concern himfelf in my Behalf. If I admir'd 
him all my Life-time, 'twas only to do Juftice to 
his great Qualities, and to Credit my own Judg- 
ment : But I never expeded any Thing from it, 
becaufe, indeed, I had no Pretentions to any 
Thing. If he be fo kind, as to be willing to o- 
blige me, I fhall be extreamiy grateful ; but if I 
am indifferent to him, I fhall have no manner of 
Keafon to complain. 

The Kindnels which you afTure me the Marquis 
itLimnt has for me, gives me a fecret Satisfaftion, 
far greater than I ought to enjoy in my prelene 
Condition. If I was fullv perfliaded ot it, ic 
would take u"* 4i ». andagreear 

biy divert m^ 
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what place foever I ^ay be, pray alTure him^ that 
he will have, in me, a very unproficable Servant 
againft his Will, and no lefs zealous than your 
fclf, in every Thing that concerns hitn j which, 
I think, is the mod eqnphatical way I can ufe to 
ekprefs my Sentiments. 

I^ray moderate the exceffive Praifes you beftow 
on my Trifles. At the Time when you fliew fo 
much Sincerity in folid Things, and real ServiccSj 
you have not the fame Franknefs in telling me 
your Opinion of what I fend you. I might, with 
more Reafon, tdl you, that your Letter is the 
bed written that ever 1 faw ^ but I am afraid to 
injure your Reputation, in a nice Country, where 
a Man cannot write much, and write well, with^- 
out paffing for a Pedant, or for an Author. 

Your ANDROMACHE is very fine : Three 
of my Friends fent me one each, by the Poft, 
without confidering how frugal a Man ought to 
be in a Common-Wealth, 'Tis not the Money I 
regard ; but if the Burgomafters were acquainted 
with this Laviflinefs, they would turn me out of 
Holland, like a Man who might corrupt their Ci« 
tizens. You are better acquainted with a popular 
State, when you free me from thofe Expences^ 
which you lay ver)^^ judicioufly on the * Ambaf- 
fador, wliom it becomes extreamly well to fcatter 
his Money for the Honour of his Matter, and 
the Dignity of the Crown. Neverthelefs, as thofe 
little Things are re- printed in Amfierdawy eight 
or ten Days after they came but in France, I 
would not put the Ambaffador to fo confiderable 
an Expence, for Poftage, too frequently. Thofe 
that fent me Andromache^ have defir'd my Opinion 
of it : As I told you before, it appeared to me 

very 
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very beautiful j but I think that Paffions may be 
carried further, and that there is in the Senti- 
nients fomething deeper than what's to be found 
in it : For what ought to be tender, is only (oft j 
and what ought to excite Pity, raife nothing but 
Tendernefs. However,take him all together,RMn« 
deferres the higheft Reputation, next to Ceneilk. 



To the fame. 

2F it were true, as you tell me^ that Monfiear 
Je Liottfte, the Minifler of State, fhould Ijfce 
thofe little Pieces I have fent you, the PJeaiure < 
of hitting fo nice a Palate as his, would eaTdy i 
drown the Grief of my Difgrace ; and I IhotiM 
think my felf oblig'd to the Misfortune of beinj i 
an Exile, in which Condition, for want of Di- 
verfions, I amufe my felf with Trifles of this Na- j 
ture. If he be not fatisfy'd with the Piifture 1 
have made of his Accompli fhmencs, he mud lay ; 
the Blame on his own Merit, which I could not I 
be fo happy as to exprefs well. Why is he a Man 
of fo much Ability and Probity ? 1 had rather 
find in him more Capacity and Nicety than I be- ■ 
flow upon him, than lo i """ ' 
more Nice, tlian I (houlr 

It fares with him, as ] 
traordinary Beauty, inj 
ever fomething wamii 
over-joy'd to ruin the *" 

Madam 
Trick, in 
fent her. 
Woman, ^ 
and who 1j 
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that Piece of Racine^ with a Defire to give her 
my Judgment upon it: which I did^ in hafte^ 
without allowing my (elf fufficient Time to per- 
ule that Play with Attention. I deiir'd hcr^ as 
earneilly as po/fible^^not to (hew niy Letter : But 
being lefs fcrupulous than your felf^ in following 
the Advice of Friends^ I find fhe has (hewn it to 
all the World^ and has now brought me into the 
Perplexity you mention. I hate extreamly to 
fee my Name tofs'd about^ particularly with 
Things of this Nature. I am unacquainted with 
Racine ; But as he is a great Wit, I wifh it were 
in my Power to ferve him i and yet his greateft 
Enemies could not have done wprfe, than what 
I have done without Defign. However, 5ir, if, 
as you tell me, 'tis not poffiHe to hinder the 
Printing of thofc coUeded Pieces, *tis better they 
ihould be printed by the Copy you have, and as 
corredly as podible, than in luch a Confufion as 
they have been handed about to the Printer : But, 
pray, take care that my Name be not put to 
chem. 

I don't defire you to communicate to any Body 
the Side-wind * JufHfication of what I wrote at 
St. John-de^Luz. : You know the Reafon of it as 
well as my felf. I intended to praife him who is 
now on the Throne j but I know not whether 
my Praifes are acceptable. Neither will you, I 
hope, part with the little Charaifter which yoi; 
did but imperfedly copy out ; As for the reft, it 
is wholly yours, and you may ufe it as you pleafe. 
QTou would oblige me, however, to take ipecial 
■tta that nothing of it be printed : But, in cafe 
■JLcannot prevent it, I leave it entirely to your 
mem and Difcretion. Your 
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in .the World ; (ince nothing but your own Geiie- 
rofity maintains me in your AffeAion: Which 
makes me believe that you have a nrind to fet ad 
Example to Poflerity^ which fhe muft defpatr. 
ever to be able to imitate. In (hort^ I examine 
my felf every Way, aiid find nothing in me but 

r What juftifies the Difguft which others ought; to 
entertain of my Perfoli. Refledtions wou'd be 
very irkfome to me^ were they not alleviated * Ky 
the Remembrance of a Perfon for whom I have 
the fame Veneration, which fo accOmplifh'd a 
Merit gains him from every Body. 

Biit I will no longer make fo nice a Modeffy 
as yours uiieafie: And therefore proceed to the 
Judgment you haye ask'd of me upon ^ BR& 
TANNICUS. I have read it with Attention 
enough to obferve fine things in it. It exceeds^ 

' in my Opinion, both ALEXANDER and 
ANDROMACHE: The Verfes of it are more 
magnificent ; and I will not be furpriz'd if fame 
Sublime be found in It. However I deplore th6 
Misfortune of that Author, for having written fb ' 
worthily upon a SubjeA which .cannot afford an 
agreeable Reprefencation. And, indeed, the Cha* 
rafters of NarciJJiiSy Agrippina and Nero} and the! 
black and horrible Idea which is entertained o£ 
their Crimes, cannot be effaced from the Memo- 
ry of the Speftators ; and whatever Efforts he can 
make to (hake off the Thoughts of their CrueXpes^ . 
the Horror he has for them, doesf, in i^riie ^ 
meafure^ deftroy the, Merit of the Play. /It' * 

■ 
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0/ RETIREMENT 



^.^, 



THere^s nothing more common widi 
Men than to deOre a Redrement, and 
thing fo rare with them ps not to repent it^ 
they are once retirecL Their Souls^ that are -fl] 
too great a Subjedion to their Humours^ ttc'fllJ^ 
gofted with the World for their own Tiidfiiilftb| 
oefs ^ for fearoe haTe they quitted this foUe Ofa{bili 
of their Misfortune^ but they are as angry wMi 
Solitude^ as diey were with the Woiid^ beiM lin- 
eafie at themfelves, where nothing but theaJoftt 
ean give them any Uneafineis. . 

The effbntial Reafon that obliges us to widhj 
draw our Selves out of the Wodd^ when «t m 
CMd^ » to prevent that Ridicule and Ccxitenip^^ 
CO which Age generally eicpofes us. 

If we quit tM WcKld in good Time, they Wfl 
ftill preferve the Idea of that Merit^ which wi 
had there. If we tarry too long in it^ our De^ 
feds will lie open ; and what we are then^ w9 
efface the Memory of what we were. Betides 
'tis a fliame for a Perfon of Honour to drag about 
him the Infirmities of Age at the Court^ when 
the end of his Services occafions that of his fo- 
tereft 

Nature teaches us to realTume our Ubeity, 
when we have nothing more to hope from Fo^ 
tune. Tis what a Senfe of Decencv3 what lili 
Care of our Reputation^ what good Manners, and 
Nature it felf require from us. Nor is this all^ for 
the World has like wife a Right to demand die 
fame thin^ of us. Its Commerce fumifli*d oi 
with Pleamres^ while we were ripihlr nf rriilWhir 
'em : And it would be In0ra<i^4de t» b<^ & 
to ir^ when we ca-^ 
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As fiar my fel^ | atn fiilly refolred to Hye ia i 
Convene or a Defart, rather than to give nV 
Friends an OccaHpn to pity me^ 6r to fitniim 
tho& that are not fo^ with a Vtije^ for thejr nat 
Iiciou$ Mirth and ^.tikflr. B^t the Mifchief Jt^ 
that a Man is not fenflbie, when he become^ ei-r 
tjter weak or ruli(;tfWu$. It is pqc enoug|i tp 
li^V that we are goqe for gocu an4 b^I ; but w^ 
ought; to bp the fim that perceiv^ oi^ Selves to b« 
Bpoa the X>ecUne. and' Ilfce prq^c^t Men, to prc^ 
vent ^ publick Knowledge of thif Change. 

Not tt^it every i^lteration that,Age brings ulimg 
i^ith it, ought to infpire us with the Refotutipff 
of retiring. I own, we lofe a gteat deal by grew* 
ing Old ) but amongft the LoQes wt! funain, foow 
ot them are recompenc'^ by confider^blc Adv4a^ 

If afret I have Iqfl my PalEons, the AfFedioqs 
COfttinUe with me mil ; I Hiall find lefs Inquietude 
In my Pleafureij and more Difcretion in the Con- 
fhiA of niy Life, in relation to the World. If my 
Imagination decays, I fhall not pleafe fo much 
ibmcdmes j but then I ihall be infinitely lefs trou- 
t>lefom for thp general part. If I quit the Crowd 
for a fele4 Cotppanyj my Thoughts will be more 
CompQs'd. IflcQfnefrom a large Acquaintance' 
t6 the CoQverCitioti of a few, 'tis becaufe I know 
how CO make a faster Choice. 

Beiidcs, 'tis tp be conflder'd, that if wc change, 
Ive 4o it amongft People thst change as well as 
ourfelves; Men of equal Infirmines, or at leall 
. iiibje^ to the very iame. Therefore J Hiall not 
be at all afltam'd to fearch in their Prefence fomo 
ILeUef again;Q the WeakneU of Age j A^f IbaU^ 
be afr»d to fucfply by Art, whatbegins toffilqe 
1^ Nature. A Jucer Precautio\n againfl the Inj^ 
ty of Time, a more careful Management otz 
IMib that 4aiiy fwcomes. more fe^, cannoc 
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fcaodalize any Men of Senfe, and we ought not 
CO trouble OCT fetres with thofe that are not Co. 

To fay the Truth, ibat which difpleafes in Old 
People, is not too aifc^d a Care of their own 
Ptefcrvatioo. We fhould eafily forgive them eve- 
ry thing thai relates to themfelveSj if they had bat 
the fame ConliJerarion for others. But the Au- 
thority they affumej is full of Injuftice and IndiT- 
cretioa ; for they prcpofteroully thwart the Incli- 
nations even of thofe tbiit bear the mofl with their 
lafirmiiies. Their long Courfe of Life, it feems, 
has tmtaught them how to converfe with Man- 
kind, for they fhew nothing but a Spirit of Mo- 
rofenefs, Aunerity and Contradiction, to thofe 
Very Perfons, from whom they exaift Affability, 
Docility and Obedience. All that they them- 
feives do, they imagine to be virtuous ^ and place 
among Vices every thing that lies out of their 
Power. And as they are conftrain'd to follow 
Nature, H'herc (he is tiiefome and ofFenfive, they 
wou'd have others oppofc what is fwee: and 
agreeable in ha. 

Theie is no part of our Life wherein we ought 
to ftudy our own Humour with more Application 
th:)n in Old Age ; for it is never fo difficult to be 
difcover'd as tlien. An impetuous Young Fellow 
has a Hundred Return;, when he is diflatisfied 
with his Extravagancies : But Old People devote 
tliemfelves to their Humour as if it was a Virtue ; 
and take Pleafure in their own Defers, becaufe 
they carry a falle Refemblance of the nioft com- 
mendable Qualities. In efFcfit, as they grow more 
difficult, they vainly imagine that they become 
more delic^ite. They take up an Averfion to 
Pleafure, believing that they are juftly oppofing 
the Current of Vice. A ferious Air paifes with 
tlicm for Judgment ; Phlegm for Wifdoni ; and 
henc4 proceeds that fuperciliois Authority they al- 
low 
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low' themfelves to cenfure every thing :' SjJem) 
fupplyin^thePIueofW/^AtJ^agaiiift Sin; and 

G^wf*^ of SHJficim^, . . ' 

■ The oDty fure Remedy when w^ ^re come tq 
this Pafs, is lo confulc our ReaTon in the Intei. 
vals, when fiie is diftngag'd from our Humour^ 
and from a RefQlution to .coqccal our Defa^ 
from the Sight of the Wottd.. .'Tis all that butt 
Wifdom can do at this JunAure tq hide iheiii, «ni| 
it would be a fuperfluous Labour, (q endcai^nc 
wholly to get clear of them. 

Tis at tnis Point of our Ufi th^t w$ oijghcco 
afGgn fome Time between it voi^Deatby aad %f> 
chufe a convenient Place to pafs- it in Devotiop, 
ifpoffible, at leaft with Prudence ; either with :« 
Devoti<Mi that gives os Confidence/ or with Reafoa 
thatpromifes usRepofe* 

-When our Rcafon, which qualified us foF ^hc 
World, is, if I may ufe the Expreflion, worn,(Mit 
with long ufing, a wife Man fortns anQcher .OMt 
of it to ferve him in hiiRetreat^ which of ridyni?-- 
lous Fools, as wc were growing in CpnT^fnioi^ ' 
makes us truly wife in refped of out felves. , ^.V 

Of allthe Retreats that a Man can chufe w^^n 
he is Old, I fhould infinitely prefer that of a 
Convent to all the reft, if their Rules were lefs 
fevere. Tis certain that Old Age fliuns a Crowd, 
out of a nice and retired Humour, ihat cannot 
endure to be either imporrun'd or tired j and yet 
it avoids Solitude with greater Diligence, where 
it becomes a Prey to its own black JDifquietudes, 
or to fallen vexitious Imaginations. The only 
remaining Relief againft all this, is the Conver- 
fation of a virtuous Society ; Now, what Society 
can better agree with it than a re^gious one, 
where one would think, alt manner of human 
Helps fltould be afiforded, with more Charity than 
elfewhcrs^- and where their Vows Ihoutd be uni- 
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ted to demand thofc Succours from Heaven, which 
c«nnot Tcufunibly be expc<^ed from Men. 

It i> at naiutal for Old People to take up with 
T>tv»'Hm, M it is ordinary with Young Men to 
ubitmtoii themfelvcs to rUtjurts. In the latter, 
Natiirc full cliarg'd, throws out of herfelf bet 
Sup<rrtu ly o( Vigor, hunting after Voluptuoufneft 
in cstetnal Objefis : In the others, languifting i 
Natuic (cetit in God what Ihe has loft, and xt- 
h«n» more dofely to him, to provide for herfelf 
« kiitd of Rcfource in her Decay. Thus the fame 
Spirit that leads to Society in our Wants, conduds 
w ioGihI in out'L^nguimings ; and if Convents 
w«re inditutcd as they ought to be, we fhould 
find in the (ame Pbcc, both the Support of Hea- 
ven and the AfTiftance of Men : But after the 
manner they are fettled, inftead of an Alleviatioa ■ 
«f our Miferics, we find there the Hardfliip of lU 
Wind Obedience, either in the Performance '^^ 
improiKuMe Tfiint^s, or in the i'orbcarance of in- 
iiLKenc oni:>. We tmd there ^n ordinary Sacrifice 
of R;:alon ; Laws more difficult to be obfeiVd 
t!i.ui the Divine :md Political ^ Ordinances fcan- 
daUiL.lU broke by Libertines, and impatiently 
bom bv the nioft babmillive. 

i loiif!:!'; . wc meet fometimes with fome 
i;"l:,^ioi;-^ Kciioi^i of an inellimable Merit; 
lujii ;is knew the Vanities of the World, which 
thev have quitted ,■ and the Grimace of that kind 
»>t" I.itV, which thev liave cmbrac'd. Thefe are 
tiLilv virti;ru> ;ind djvotit Men, who retine the 
Pu-i.)ies t:' M.T/ity by thole of Piety. They 
live not ciilv exenijn from the Perturbation (h 
P.Ulil.'ll^, but enjoy a molt admirable Serenity of 
Mind ; a:iJ are more happv in delirjng nothing, 
ih-.m the i;reareft Mcnarchs in polFeffing all. Surfi 
i".\.!mrl(;< ;ire ikideed very rare : And the Virtoe 
ot thole rclifiious Perfons i: niort to be admir'd, 
t) sn cheir Condition tc be embraced. For 
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For my part^ I would never adrife a Oemie* 
matt to engaee in fuch Obligations^ M^to'ein all 
tlie Rights of one!s Will are generally^ ioft and 
fwallow'd up. The Penance which a Man would 
willingly undergo^ is made necei!ary ; the Sin jie 
deOgns to avoids mufi be fhunU by Injundion ; 
and the Good which he would do^ is to be pur* 
fu'd by Conftraint. Common Slavery goes no 
further fhan to force us to what we are unwilling 
to do : Bm that of Gotrrentsiays aNeceffity upon 
us^evQn in Things that we are willing to perform^ 

The late f Queen of Tortugd^ who was as. ca« 
pable to manage her own ConduA in Tranquil* 
lity^ as to govern a State in 9 Storm^^had th$ 
Fancy to cucn Nun, upon her refigning the GOf 
vernment to herj| Son; But after having exa-* 
min'd the Rules of all the Religious Orders^ withr 
as much Care as Judgment^ ihe found none that 
allow'd either the Body the necef&ry Conyeni^ 
encies of Life^ or the Mind a reafonab^e Satif* 
fadion. 'Tis certain^ that the Idea of a Convent 
is agreeable enough to one who feeks Innocence 
and Repofe ; hut ic is a hard Matter to find there 
the Contentment one fancied., If he dloes^ which 
happens very rarely, he does not enjoy it longj 
And tlije bed Caution one can ufe againO: enter^o 
ing into a Monaftery, is to confider, that the Qe- 
nerality of tbofe Religious Perfons continue there 
with Re^et, and get out from thence, when they 
can, with 7iy. 

I could wifii we had e(!:ablifh*d Societies^ where 
Gentlemen might commpdioufly retire, af^er they 

]p f 4 have 



t Luid-Frapcirca de Quixnjin, Daifghiex to ihe Duke of 
Mtdlina ^idenia, and Jf^nfe to Don Jiian Duke of Braganfa, 
who aftefwards hec^me King #/ Portugal* &lf$ difii the i%th 
^f Fet>r« 1666^ 

I Don Alfonfo* 
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have done the Publick all the Service they www 
able. When they were once enter'd here, whfr 
ifeet n!u of a Conliderarinn of their future State, a 
Diflikc nf the World, or a Defire of Tranquillity, 
after (o ii':*ny different Agitacions of Fortune, they 
miRhc "iitte the Delight of a pious Retreat, and 
the innocent Pleafure of vertuous and agreeable 
Convertfltion : But in this Place of Repofe, I 
would have no other Rules than thofe of Chrifti- 
anity, which are generally receiv'd every where, 
And, indeed, we have Ills enough to fuffer, and 
Sins CO commie, without creating new TormenCs, 
and new Crimes, by new InftitutioDs. 'Tis a 
Piece of Folly, to feek far from Court, a Retreat 
where a Man will live with more Hardfhip, and 
damn himfclf with more Eafe, than in the Con- 
Ycrfation of Men. 

I hate the Aufterity of thofe, who, to enlarge 
Duty; leave no room for Good- Will; They mafe 
all center in the Necefiity of Obeying, without 
any otlii;i Re.ifon, tlian conftantly to exercife out 
OhciiijiKc ; aniJ, hccaufe they ftili delight in 
enjiniiit; ilicir Power. Now, I don't like Sub- 
jci'iion to tl'.cir F.iiicy; :ind am only for Docility 
t.) a wi!c and dilcrcci Condiid. It is not reafon- 
A^Ai^ that the linnU remainder of Liberty, which 
\',itiire rrcleivcs from the I,;uvs of Politicks and 
l\clJ;;:i)'\ lhn::ld be wholly I.olt in the Inflitu- 
tujriB ot (iiclo new Ici^illators; and tliat Perfons 
wlio fntcr ;i Wonadciv, through the Notion of 
i'-.\\'c imd Rcpofc, lliould find nothing there but 
^l.ivcrv and Pain. 

A- ior niv iVlf. were I in Hxh a Place, I would 
li.xlv ni;ikc ^hift without Delights, at an Age 
vv!r-ii .1 M.m'i Relifii of PIcaliircs is, as it were, 
t'xiinguini'd ■ but then I would have all Conve- 
n'cuui^s, at a time when we more lenfibly feel 
'Aluusver cffcnui u>, as in Proj'ortion we become 
mure 
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more trice in thePurfuit of whatpleafes us, or 
are tefs tender in Relation to what afFeds us. 
Thefe Convenienoies, deHtable in old Age, on^^c 
to be as far remoT'd from Plenty, that Caufes 
Perplexity, as from Want, which creates Anxiety. 
To explain my Thoughts more clearly, 1 would 
have in a Convent, a cleanly and well-manag'd 
Frugality ; where God fiiould not be look'd upon 
as a morofe Mafter, who forbids agreeable Things, 
becfeufe they are plealing j but where nothing 
fiiould pleafe found Minds, but what's either Juft, 
or entirely Innocent. 

When Monfieur Fou^aet was inPrifon, the Ma- 
refchal de Cleremhut had his Head full of thefe 
Thoughts about Retirement. Uo-w haffy might a 
Man Livf, faid he, irt Society, ivheie be could divc^ 
Foritof of that yurlfdiSion Jlit pretends to have over 
him! We Sacrifice to this Fortune, our Efiates, our Ke- 
Jtf/e, »«r Tisrs, perhaps unfrofitably j and if we arrive 
to Poffifs its Favours, we Purcbaft the (hori-liv'il E»- ' 

joj/mmtj Jometimes at the Expence of our Liberty, and 
fometimes of our Lives. But, fuppofe nil our Grtatneft 
fiiould continue as long as we livd, yet it n'tiuld et Itafi 
expire with our [elves, ^nd n/hat ufe of their hritn- * 
. dear bavt tbofe great Favourites mad^^, who vevcv he- 
held the Courfe of their Fortune interrupted ? Don't tbty 
fetm to have ac^uird thii mighty Sniik of CHory, and 
ta have htafd thefe prodigious Rides fir no other End, 
' than-' to make themftlves mere fettf^le of the Tortmnt of 
being neither able ta ijuit nor keep them. This was hlS 
ufual Difcourfe for a whole Month we were to- 
gether; and chat agreeable Courtier, whofe Con- 
verfation was the niceft Delight his Friends en- 
joy'd, fuffer'd himfelf to be entirely pofTifi'd with 
this Train of Thoughts, fometimes Judicious, but 
always melancholy. 

I confefs there is a certain Time when the ~ / 
wiTelt AAion we can do, is to ^uic (he World : 
• • • ■^'t 
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I '■Hy infill I as I am of this Truth, I ' 

' r ioontx be dire^ed by Nature toJ 

«n by my Reafon. "Tis by tbM 

t of die tonncr, that in the midft of tfaftl 

Worid:, I &*e now after fuch a fafbion, as >f 1 1 
mat* rctir'd oat of it. I ftill continue in it^ « J 
ta. tt 1 ieek what pieafes me ; and am dill out of I 
i^ » fitf as 1 avoid whatever incommodes n!h) ' 
liMBk Ereiy Day 1 Heal away from Acquain* 
-mrr tbac weary, and Converfations that tire wu 
QMiy Day I entertain my felf in a fweet Com^ . 
mcBoe with my Friends, and find the mofl fenllblQ 1 
Ptoafimin their Company. I 

Aifcer my way of Living, I neither enjoy a full 
Sowic(>', nor a perfed Retirement. Tis only ut 
ioooceDi con6ning of my felf to thofe Deli^ ' 
nthkdi bed agree with n^ IncUnsuions. Difgu^. 
yiUiitk grofs Vice, and ofleaded by the Pradife o 
«ao> rigid Virtue, I pofie& all thofe harmlefs Plea 
i"ii,ci lU.n ;ire moft fuiiitWe to the Repofe of Old 
\ge, and affed rae in Proportion to what I aa\ 
siiuable of retifbing with Satisfaction. 

tVben we approach cur Fatal Urn, 
.i»J Lift's decTtsfing Lamp does fttbij hum^ 
HatuTty t» Innoance inclin'Jf 
Purfuts the Titafuris of tin Mind : 
jlmdjhe, whofe fierce imiiiuatii Httat 
ftrd ev'ry Vehfy «w f«ki - iif/? R E T R E AT. 
'Til rrjw, iM&oi Love'i m mertf 
Our brighttfi Dm *r* o'er j 
But wi.-* tmr fcncthg Noon h fjjty 
Seft Ev'niog'j grmter Light fucatds at UJi j 
liaiflidJT wt ftrtn th'trntemp'rat BiatA, 
fi^^A^ON frtwali * fT Rjiie,nd JiUd Jud^mait fwajt. 
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A L E T T E R 

From Mn GORNBILLB, 

To Mr. Dti St. EyftEMOKD;; 

r# rjftm^ him Tbmh for the Vratjes % 
b4d hffio»*4 f^ biittf in tbt Differt4h' 
tion m Bsuime$ A L E X A NP B R« 



THB bUigatioh I haVe to yo«^ U 6f IkihU 
Nature^ as suvnst to be WoVttiHy adknM^ 
kdg'id t)y Thanks j and I am in fwh Oonftilkiti 
about it^ diat I Biauid ftill lake u|) With Silttm^ 
were I not a^prehcnfive^ it (houtd pafs with yoa 
for Ingitatitiade. 

Although fuch weighty Applaafe as yours ought 
to be extream dear to bs^ there are yet Conjun* 
Inures which infinitely raife the Price of it. You 
honotur me with fotxt ^fteem^ at a time when 
them feemi to be a Party form'd to rob me of aJt. 
You fupport mef^ when they foncy they ha?e 
thrown tne AcMni and you. give me a noble 
Comfort^ for the nicenefs of our Age^ when y«u 
vouchfafe to allow me the true Tafte of Antiquity. 
This is a wonderful Adrantage for' a Man^ who 
cannot doubt that Pofterity wul dejpend upon your 
Judgment : And^ after this^ I muu freely own to 
you^ that I think I have fomerHight to treat a« 
f^iculoiis. thofe rain Trophies that are ereded 
ufKm {he Imaginary Ruins of mine ; and to loof; 
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4o«n with Pitv on thofe obftinare Prcpoircffioni 
ifaat «etc eoceniin'd for ancien^ Ueroesj ncMr call 
after yr F^flucn. 

Ihn yoc giTi ms leave to add, m this place, 
dntyoo hare hie my weak Side ; and that my 
SOPHON'ISBA, for whom you fhow fo much 
Tcadeini:rs, has the beil Part of my own ? How 
a0«e«Uy you Sacter my Sentiments^ when you 
con fam what 1 have advanc'd about the Share 
^rtikfa Love ought to have in noble Trag^ 
4es, vii wid\ what Fidelity we ought to pr<- 
ferte to tbofe llluftrious Ancients, thofe Chara< 
'Aen of their Tims, Nation and Hcr-,our ! I ha?c 
fah faeito been of Opinion, that Love was a Faf- 
fioo attended with too much Weakncfs to be pre- 
dominant in an Heroick Poem : I would have it 
to be the OrHnmenU but not the Subftance ; and 
Xhju ffcait SoiUs Jhoutd not be aded by it, any 
fiutberthaa it is conliftent with nobler Impref- 
fions. O-ir Bumx and M;r'/ Sp.!''ks are of a con- 
trary Opinion; but llnce you declare for mine, 
'tis a fufficient Reafoii for me, to be extreamly 
beholden to you, and ever to profefs my felf, 

5 711, 

Tour moft Humbk and 

Obedient Servant, 
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Mr. DE 



Monffur de St.Brremdilid. ;J<dt 

Mr; D E ST. E V R E M O N m 

ANSWER ' -; 

To Mr. CORN EI L L E, ' 



SIR, 

I Don't doubt but you would be the moft thank- 
ful Perfon in the World, if one fliould do you 
any good Office, fince you think your felf oblig'd 
for the _Juflice which has been done you. If you 
were to thank all thofe who have the lame Opi- 
nion of your Works with my ielf, you muft re- 
turn Acknowledgments to all thofe that under- 
ftand them. I can affure you, that no Man's Re- 
putation was ever fo well eftablilh'd as yours is, 
in England and HaUand. The EngHjh, who are na- 
turally prone enough to value any thing of their 
own, renounce that Opinion, though often well- 
grounded, and think they do fufficient Honour to 
their Bf»t7'ji«/"o«, by calling him the ENGLISH ' 
CORNEILLE. Mr. IVallcr, one of the greateft 
\Vits of the Age, does ftill impatiently expc& 
your new Plays, and fails not tranflating one or 
two AAs of them into Efiglifh Virfe, for his own 
Satisfai5tion. You aie the only Man of our Na- 
tion, whofe Thoughts have the Advantage to hit 
his. He owns that they Speak and Write well in 
France; but of all the Frtacb^ he fays, that you 
alone 



t Ben Johnron fiovrijb'i, in tht Re'vni of James I. mi 
Charles t He undertook to *eform the Englim Sta^t, and 
diiit with grtat Suecefi. HiiCome&iet are vtv) tixKa^^\ 
ami mucb te/o^iJ hit Tragedies. Ht iUti in i6Y]. 
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alone know how to think. Monfietir Voffimf, dc 
greatefl: Admirer of Greue^ Who cannot bear the 
leaft Compatifon between ths Grecians and tki 
Latins, does yet prefer you before Sofhodet and' 
Burifidti. After the Approbation of fuch gmt 
Men, you furprize me^ to tell me, chat yourAfr 
putation is atcack'd in Frmce. Does it th«p ba 
with Good Tafte, as with Fafhions, which beoi 
to fettle amongft Foreigners, when they are OU 
at Farii ? I Ihould not wonder to fee them ban 
fome Difguft for old Heroes, when we fee i 
young one, who eclipfes all their Glory j But |F 
we are ftill pleas'd to fee them reprerented i^ 
our Theatres, how is it poffible for them mKH 
Admire thole you defcribe f I believe the laflnr 
cncc of lil Tafte IS upon the Decline j and that Ai^^ 
firft Piece you fhall give the Publick, will ihov, 
by the return of your former Applaufe, both Af 
Recovery of good Senfe, and the Reftoratioa i^ 
Reafon. I cannot conclude, without retumii^ 
you moft humble Thanks for the Honour yoo 
have done me. I fliould think my felf unwor- 
thy of the Praifes you beftow on my Judgment j 
but as it is generally imploy'd in finding out the 
Beauties of your Works, I confound our IncerO^ 
and with Pleafure grarij/y a Vanity mixc with thi 
Jufttce I do you. 
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A LETTER 

To the Count DEL. lO'ti'^E^ ^ 



YOUR Impnietice for.ttiy Hecuniy incresfes 
mine^ that I may have ihe Pleaiim to foe 
you again : But you cannot intirely remove my 
Apprdienitotts, wot too eameft Sollu^itatiOM wi^ 
Mon5eur de JUmne, the MiniAer^ may reisder you 
lefs agreeable^ aad my Affiiir importuning* I 
ought to be ib equitable, as to manage hkGood 
WM^ aiut belietre that the weighty Affiiirs .tluit 
lie upon his Hands, are fomewhat more pitffing 
than my own. Yow AAiTity for your Friends, 
gives me this Sufpicion ; wfaiai, ho weirer, is noc 
of long Duration; for your Aidrefs heartens aie 
again, and perfnades me, that yoo will. always 
tMk the time. I flKMild have been very forry that 
the Comparifon of the Prince, the Sidewind Lnur, 
and die ChanUier crf-.p^ibould hare been at the 
difpofai of Mr. f Barhin. As for all the reft^ yonr 
Theft has made it yours,- provided my Name do 
not appear in it j and I have no manner of Share 
in it : So that the Thing it felf^ and the Manage* 
ment of it, depend upon you alone. You are too 
reafonable, to be fo concerned as you feem to be, 
at what I have writ to you about the Printers in 
UoUand. I had no other Defign in it, than to let 
you fee how much I value the Delica^ of io 
polite a Stile as yours : For, in truch^ no Man can 
write better than yoo da 

The 
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The new Writing of * Lifala was printed t 
Bruffeh, and Only Seven or Eight Copies of il 
were brought to this Place. One of my Friendi 
read it to me, but; would not let me have it. I( 
is a Continuation of Remarks on the Letter o( 
Monlieur ds Liontu, theMiniftcr; wherein heat- 
deavours to prove, that all the Advances made at 
Tarh, towards Peace, are only Amufements, (O 
- hinder EniUnd and Uirfland from oppofing tU 
Conqueft of the NnherlanJ' i and maintains, ths 
the Defign of attacking Fmnche-Comti, and thatflf 
making Peace, were inconfiftent ; drawing Con* 
fequences from every Thing. There are feme 
Things very witty in his Remarks j but then there 
are too many JeftSj for, fo important a Matter. 
The Spaniards cannot avoid accepting the AI- 
■ ternative, Ettglavd and Holland being the Umpires 
: of the Peace ; but the Marquis de C-.fttl t RodTtgi 
wifiies for ncihing more than the Continuation 
of the War, which will bring the Evglijh and 
Dutch into his Party. They very much wift for 
Peace here, but negleft nothing that regards 
the War. 

I am very much obLig'd to Monfieur Comeiiic 
for the Honour he does me. His Letter is ad- 
mirable, and I know not whether he writes betted 
in Verle than in Prole. I delire you to deliver 
my Anfwer to him, and to aifure him. That 00 
Man in the World has fo great an Efteem for any 
Thing 



* Francis, Baton de Lifola, &ffrn at Befanfon, hettok h'i»h 
fclf to the Emptror^t Se'vict, who emplay'd him. in fevet»t 
'Enhaffift, wheith he made hivtfetf very advantngeovflt know*. 
During the War in FlaiiJers, the Garrifonof Lille hav'-" *~- 
letcefied a Letter, whnli Mr. de Lionnt irrote to tht 
Mr. de Lifolsi pdiiji'd fame Xmitrkt upon it, , 
■<tif* fame otltr Piettt againji France. At Mf% fi 
DiSioniffj, in the Jriieie of LISOLA. 
f Govetnwr «/ th NctbeilM»U» .^ \ 



Monfieut de St. Evremohd^ 3 o t 

Thing* that comes from-him^ as my felf. I have 
rctd neither AMPHITRYON nor LAO- 
DICE^ but as I call my Eyes,' by chance, upon 
the latter, the Verfes have kept up my Attention 
longer than 1 thought : I defire you to return the 
Auuu>r Thanks, in my Name, for fending me .his ^ 
Piece, which I ihall read very carefuliy, and, 
without .doubt, with great Pleafure. You (halt 
have no Compliments for your felf j for a well- 
eftabliih'd Friendfiiip rejeds whatever looks like 
Ceremony. 

P. S. Since this Letter was written, I read an 
Aft of LA OD ICE, which feems to me very 
fine. AUlitre furpafles Tlautus in his AMPHI* 
TRYON^ as well as ferena in his other Plays. 



To the fame: 

NOthi|[|g is foagree^ible to Friend fhip, as welf 
as. Love, as the Demonftration of a true 
Affeftipnj which cannot be better es^prefs'd, than 
by bearing a pare in the Misfortunes of thofe we 
Love* Your Concern for the Mifcarriage of my 
Afi&tr, takes off one half of my own, and puts 
.me in a Condition to bear the other patiently. I 
knew nothing of whsit you write to me, none of 
my Friends having been forward, no more than 
your felf, in fending mp a melancholy Piece of 
News : But this Difcretion, as obliging as ic is, 

g' ves me to underftand. That they have but an ill 
pinion of my Conftancy. Seven full Years of 
Misfortunes ought, ait leau, to have inur'd me to 
Su&nngs, if they have not been able to form in 
me a Vertue fup^-ior to them. To end a Mofal 
Difcourfe, impertinent in him that makes it, and 
too fcvese for him we entertain, Til tell you, ih 

Gg ^w^ 
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few Words, That I fliould have been glad to fe 
again the pleafaoteft Country I know of^ and m 
it fome Friends^ ds dear to me for the Demonflr^ 
tions of their Friendfliip, as in confideration of 
their Merit. However, a Man mud not be driien 

' to Defpair, becaufe bfe lives in a Nation wbeic 
Delights are fcarce. I content my felf with JinA- 
lence^ where I cannot enjoy Vkafwres. I had flSI 
Five or Six Years to relim Plays, Mufick, and 
Good-Cheer, and I maft take op witii Policy, Or- 
der, and Oeconpmy ; and form to my felf a Ian- 
guifhing Amufemeht from the Conremplacion of 
the graVe Dutch Vertues. You will oblige me Id 
return a Thoufand moft humble Thanks to Mbo- 
ficirr de Limne, the Miniftef, fof his Kindnefi to 
me. I am fo unprofitable a Servant^ that I due 
not* even mention Gratitude ^ but I am not the I^ 
fenfible of the Obligation. You will oblige me 
likewife^ to acquaint me with the State of my 
Affairs^ and what Anfwer has been retqm'd. Your 
Lctt'^r will certainly be receivy in the Packer of 
Mcnfieur dEjlrada when he is here. As for the 
Airs and Novelties, I will not put him to fo much 
Charge for Poftage : But pray fend me nothing 
but whit you like very well, either in Mn- 
fick, or of any othef krnd. As for thofe Trifles 
with which I amus'd my felf now and then, I have 
nothing but about one half of a Difcourfe, wfaidi 
is not yet copied fair. About a Year ago, the 
Fancy took me to treat of Interejl in Perfins ahogt- 
tber corrupted ; T^he too rigid Vertue ; and the Sen/eef 
a Man of Honour^ who tceps a Medrnm^ sftd drsnpi 

* from both what ought to enter the Commerce oftbeWfgrldn 

I had left thofe Papers in England, and found them 
loft, except fome Periods of the lafl Writing; I 
fhall endeavour to make them up again j but aschejr 
have coo great a Connexion with thofe thac am 
loll, I bel Vft^wife. 



Monfeur de St. Eirremorid. 307 

IN T E R E ST 

I N 
Perfotts altogether Corrupted. 

The Corrupted fpeals» 

I Have pafs'd^ Gentlemen, through all Gondi- 
tions, and after an exa<ftRefle<5iiQn upon Life^ 
I find but two Things thgt can dcfervetheThoughts 
and Application, pf a wife Man i the. Care of G^r- 
ting^ and that of Hoarding. 

^Honour IS nothing but the Inifatuatioh of young 
Men i *tis by that a Man begins his kepuration^ 
when he is , a Fool, j^nd He concludes it by that 
which is caird ConiipHon, fo foon as He becomes 
wfi. . 

, , As for me, I never had my Mind poflfefs'd witH 
Chimeras. Duty, FriendfHip^ Gratitude ; and the 
reft of thofe Errors, that entangle Coxcombs and 
Fools in their Snares, have not given hie a Mo- 
ment's Trouble in all my LiiFe. Nature fent mi 
into the Wofld with the true Principles of Intc- 
reft, which I have improved by Study, and forti- 
fied by Experience. Greedioefs, wHicfh caufes 
the fame Thirft after Wealth, as Ambicioii doth 
after Power, has rais'd me to grea^' Advanta- 
ges^, without ihaking me carelefs of ici^.fmaU.efl 

Profits* , .. _ / • • . . /'! 

There are a Hundred different ways of getting, 
which are but fo many different Rewards of our 
^nduftry. It would be a difiicult Thing to aflign 
all the particular Ways of getting; but a Mani 
can never be xleceiy'd, if he makes ic his. pfipjcipat 

G ^ i \!N.wio^i 
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Mxxim, to prefer the Pro^ahU he/ore the Hoiufi : To 
apply one's felf to the Profitable, is to foIlo«r cb)i 
Imencion of Nature ; which, by a feciet Inftin^ 
leads us to what is agreeable to us, and obliges usn 
make all Things center in our felveS. Honour is tt 
imaginary Duty, which meerly for the Conlide- 
ration of others, makes us abftain from the Goodi 
we might enjoy, or part with thofe which wc 
fliould retain. 

As for what relates to Hoarding ; Is i: not real* 
fonablc, we Hiould manage with Care, what wi 
have acquir'd with Difficulty ? So long as wl 
have Money in our Confers, we l}iall have FtJei^ 
and trufly * Servants : If we eihauft it by a vain 
Liberality, we fliali only give the World libei^ 
to be Ungrateful, when 4ve have lolt that whiea 
fecur'd to us the Services and Refpeft of otheiv 
There are but a few grateful Perfons, and thou^ 
we Ihould meet vnth fuch, it is certain, that tm 
Price of Gratitude very rarely comes up ta clot 
of the Benefit. 

There is one Thing of great ufe, which 1 hare 
happily pradis'd j and that is. Gentlemen, to 
p.omife eternally, and very rarely to perform. A 
Man gets more Services by Promiles, than by 
Prefents : For Men generally endeavour to de- 
ferve, what they hope from us ; but are behctlden 
to themfeWes only for what they receive ; and 
either look upon it to be a Recompence of their 
' Fains, or an EffeA of their Induftry. However, 

«f all the feveral fons of the Ungrateful, thefc 
fecm to me to be if^^|ftdangerous, bci-anfe they 
undeceive iis immq^^^^^an.) ::;v?- -.-, co [ij^ ] 
ibxpence of a fecoj 
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You will meet with others much more to be 
fear^d^ who perpetually extol the Good whigh is 
done them^ (o b^ as to trouble tiK whole World 
with their Acknowkdgmems : They have always 
(the 'Name of their Benefactor in their Mouths^ 
and his Figure in their Chambers j But what do 
they propofe to themfelves from this vain Sheiy 
of Gratitude? They imagine it gives them a Title 
fo a new Pretention ,• and whilTt you think they 
9re employed about acknowledging the Favour 
which they fo lately received, thpy think they 
have already done enough to deferve another^ and 
will not be wanting to ask for it. A fine Subtlety 
indeed, of this Age, to turn Gratitude towards 
what is to come, which, till now, was nothing 
but the Sence of a paft Qbligation ! 

As you are to live with Perfons, that have their 
Defigns uppn you, 'tis your Bufinefs to ufe all 
Caution againft them j but without putting your 
Judgment to the Expence of examining their 
good and evil Intentions, the bed way will be, 
to fecure your felf by a general Diftruft of ^U • 
Mankind. However, not to create an univerfal 
l!)ifguft, vjhich would make all the World aban- - 
don you, u will be proper to appear difinterefted 
fom^m^, out of a fecret Defign of Intereft ^ it 
will be convenient, novv and then, to do fome 
Publick Anions of Teeming Generofi^y, though 
indeed 'ds but all Artifice j and to for^e your Na- 
f pre to do ^ Favour as Nobly, as if it came from 
a true Inclination. By this means, you vyill ef- 
face the remembrance of what i$ paft, and rhake 
the World exped great Matters from you for the 
j^mire. 

on thefe rare Occafions, the Secret is, to 

Ian of an eftablifli'd Merit, or one who 

able Qualities is generally belov'd : 

^l Efteem, or Friendlliip, every 
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one foolilhly chinks himretf oblig'd by a Favour, 
which is receiv'd but by one fingle Perfoo. Aft« 
the Noifc of fo noble an A&ion, lee the WorU 
continue in che good Opinion of your Generofiy, 
and take Plearure Ibmetimes in enjoying thcFIX- 
tery of Ibpple Slaves, and the Approbation of S 
Judges. . ^ , 

As by this Conduit you have raisd Dcnn^ 
and permitted Hopes to be entertain'd, aU thofc 
that ihink themlelves deferving, will ftrive IS 
ilicw it in your Preience. Your Enemies wiB 
endeavour to find out fccrct Ways to recondk 
themielvcs, that they may not bs excluded f ~~ 
yo-r Favours. Your Friends, animated by a 
Zeal, will do their utmoft to dcferve chem ; aal 
thofe Perfons, that are particularly devoted U 
you, will redouble their Care and Diligence ia I 
ferving you. | 

Then, when you fee all the World concur in 
your Praife, you may inicnfibly betake your iSf i 
again ro your ufual Method. Your Acquaintance 
will became more ditficult ; to have a bare Sigfat 
cfyou will be no fmall Condefcenlion ; to fpok 
with ycu will be a gteaier j your Frowns will 
drive away the troubkibm, and your Smiles will 
latisftc tl!c foolifh ; your Faruiliarity, as unprofi- 
table as ir m:iv he, will be taken for a mighty 
Favour i and, to conclude all, in a Word, you 
will rraeJifeallyoui vain Thinss with others, and j 
rrLdentlv refe.-ve all thej 
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THE 



Too Rigid VIRTUE, 

The Virtuous Tcrfin ffcaks, 

I Have pafs'd^ as well as yow, throagb all Coiir 
jdidons^ and afcer an exad RefleAion upon 
Life^ 1 find but two Things that can render it 
happy : To moderate our Defires^ and to make a 
good Ufe of our fortune. 

They^ to whom I$.eafon affords Repofe, which 
Opinion takes aw^y frqm \i%^ live free from roa* 
ny Misfortunes, and are in a Condition of enjoy- 
ing the moft real ^le(Hngs. J^ M^^ advanced ta 
Greatnefs^ who makes others find rheir Fortune 
in his^ joins 9 grpat Mer|( to a great Happinefs | 
lie is not the mqre happy by the Wealth he enjoys, 
than by that which he knows how to give : But 
he, who, like you, courts all Mankind for his In- 
tereft, and will not fulTer any to Ihare Advantages 
with him, makes himfelf unworthy of commoq 
Society, and dp^ferves to be e:(cluded from aU 
Converfation. 

Notwichftanding the ill Opinion I have enter- 
tain'd of you, I cannot but think, that there is a 
Vanity in the Confeffion of your Vices. Nature 
Im not Ipk 1% in yppr Power to be fo wicked, a^ 
Fou would appe^ to be. A Man is not abfolute- 
Iruflgrateful^ with Impppityj he dptb not betray, 
■^ut Jlemorfe ; nor is he (b greedy of ano- 
fg^^ea/tii^ and fo tenacious of his own, wich- 

lame. And though you had cora- 
vour felf, free from inward Strug- 
Agitations, you are ftfll tp . ac- 
G g 4 •tcount 



3 I'i MifceUatuaus Woriu tf 

count wjth [he World, whofe importunate Rtl 
preaches, and rroublerom- Accu&tions, you mnft 
te fprc*d ro endure. 

As for the mercenary princi^ c^ Iittereft, jm 
were calking of, 'tis that which renden yoa &»• 
tismptible : For Story tells us of iUuftnous Vit 
lains^ but there never was an illuftcious Mifer io 
Mature. Greatnefs of Soul cannot confift wU 
the fordid Bafenefs of Avarice. Befides, what en 
be more unjuft, than to engrofs diac which is ih| 
Soul of Commerce and ot publick Convetiinicf, 
to make no ufe at all of it? Tis no better dM 
foftering of Crimes, and ttirobthe PubKckliyi 
continu'd Theft, of what was once excorcedbni 
private Perfons. 

Thofe th^t cake away with Violence, in order 
to fcatier with Profuiton, are far more excofidda 
Their Expence is, as it were, a kind of Reftinh 
tion i and the Lofers feem to recover fome fut 
of their Poireffions, when Magnificence ezpinei 
to their Eyes, what Force had wrefted out of 
their Hands. If an ill Reputation is indifEerent 
to }'ou, if InjuRice hath no Influence upon yon, 
yet have, at Icaft, fome regard to your own 
Repofe. 

Since all your Defires center in Money, whe- 
iher it be in your own Cuftody, or another's, ft 
equally difquiets you ^ you are mad to be diifap- 
poinccd of getting it j what you poITefs, kecpfi 
you in perpetual >■>-■-■-'■■*'—■' - . ^ . 

are upon the Rack 
is (o agreeable, as 
a right ufe of 
fie, as ro be gi 
time. 

I confefs, yo'ji 
fons', is 
fwei t0 
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I of yours proceeds more from your Obfenration^ 
: than your Experience. Your mighty Precaution 
againii Ingratitude^ Ihe^ left Hatred for it^ than 
1 Averflon for Generofity; and really you don't 
: lefi aroid dte Thanfcml^ than the Ungratefol. 
Both one^ and the other^ receive Favours^ and 
your Intention is to beftow none ; though, per- 
haps, yon may forgive an Injury that is done 
you, yet yoa are irreconcilable when you have 
done a Kindnefs, if it doth not hook in a greater. 

Sinte I am infcnfibly engag'd in this Matter of 
Benefits, I wfll carry it on a Httle further. There 
are iome Men of the Humour of Cardinal Ximtnes^ 
who never agree to what is requefted of them^ 
becaufe they would iiot be prevented, they fay, 
in their pefigns, nor difturb'd in the Order of the 
Good they intend to do. There are Men fo jea- 
lous of the Honour of their own Adions, that 
they rejeft every Thing which is fuggefted them 
by others. This may come fomerimes from a 
good Principle, and be found in lofty Souls j but, 
for the moft part, they are dKIionourable Jealou<* 
fics, and falfe Nigeties of Honour, which pro- 
ceed from a real unwillingnefs to do Kindneflfes* 

Let us fuller the Miferable to explain their Ne- 
ceffities to us, fince we do not io much as think 
of them ih bur t^lenty. Leii us not be afham'd of 
owing the iThoughcs of agood Adion to another; 
and let us teaVe ail the Avenues free to thofe that 
advife us to do well. In the mean time, we fhould 
think our felves too cafie, did we not fhew ' our 
felves difficult to be perfuaded to what is good, 
white we receive what is ill with the moft impli- 
cit Credulity, and believe we are Mafters of our 
felves. Every one fears the Afccndant of his 
Friends, if they intend to procure a good Office 
from him j every one takes a malicious Secret, 
and the Artiftce of thofe ill Impreffions that are 
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g^M& him, to come from a Sincerity of Heart, 
aiid.treal Friendlhip. And yet 'tis in this latter 
Cufitj our Caution is warrantable j 'tis here we 
fttaf-ks upon our Guard with JealouHe ^ 'tis hue 
vfifjOL^ht to defend opr felves from nice Inlinua> 
t|(Nv, which infenlibly lead ^s to do ill. 

J^t to leave Difcourfes that are too general ; 
Vh^c are you the better for making all Accefi to 
T^fo difficult ? What fignifics that great An, 
whfch rules every Line of your Face ; which go 
il^iu your Smilei and Frowns ? To give ieaTooa- 
tl()r,'i)|nd to refufe with Reafon, would be morf 
boicGcial for others^ and more advantageous for 
ycwf^ielf. There is no great Merit in being ablo 
«i(^<V^r- reach tliofe who have their Dependancc 
lyjon you. You think you fhew the Subtlety of 
jyjttif Wit, while ypu onlydifcover the Malice of 
ji^pjNaturp. 

,1 The great Pains you take to delude the £xpe- 
4BtV)9s of others, will deludp the De/igner, an4 
QoaUB home to your felf at tafi. Every Day brings 
yoU'Riches, and every Day retrenches the Ufe of 
chetq i your Wealth incrcafeth, and your Senfc^ 
which fhould enjoy it, decay. You acquire Thii^ 
that are wholly foreign to you, and in the mean 
time lofe your felf. 

>^b?t are you the better then for all thefe fine 
Adyantages of Nature? What Benefit do you reap 
by ^his Noble Genius of Intereft? You pafs your 
Life araongft fuperfluous Treafures, while Cove- 
toufnefs doth not allow you the Difpofal, and 1^- 
nue .deprives you of the Enjoyment of them. 
Ifow unhappy is your Fortune, both in relation 
CO your fell and others, which perfecutes you with 
Inquietudes within, and Envy without.' 
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The SEN S E 

Of an bongfl experienced Courtier, upon 
Rigid Virtue, and Bafe Intereft. 

I Am concern'd^ Sir^ that a Virtue too rigid 
fliould animate you fo flrongly againft Vice. 
Have more Indulgence^ I befeech you^ for tlie 
Vicious^ or at leaft fhew a little more Gentlenefs 
in the manner of your Correftion. 

I know that Reafon was given us to regulate 
our Morals : But Reafon^ heretofore favage and 
auftere^ was civiliz'd with Time^ and^ at prefent^ 
preferves very little of its primitive Rigour. Ic 
wanted Aufterity^ at Arft^ to eftablifb Lawsj in 
order to prevent Outrage arid Violence : It was 
afterwards foften'd^ to introduce Civility into 
Humane Society : It became nice and curious in 
. the fearch of Pleafures^ to render Life as agreea- 
ble^ as before it was endeavour'd to be made fe- 
<:ure and civil. Thus, Sir, we ought to forget 
that time, when it was enough to be fev^re; to be 
thought virtuous, fmce Politenefs, Gallantry, and 
the Knowledge of Pleafures, make up greatpart of 
our Merit at prefent. 

As for the- Hatred of villainous Ad'ions, it 
ought to continue fo long as the World does ; 
but give leave to Gentlemen of refin'd Palates, 
to call that Tkafurey which Clowns and ill-bred 
People call Vice j and don't make up your Vir- 
tue of old mufty Notions, which the primitive 
Mortals deriv'd from their natural Savagenefs. 

Lin my Opinion, you begin but ill with the 

Courders, ta preach up inceflantly to them the 

Moderation of their Defires^ fmce they panicularly 

■ " ' value 
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Hipc one^ I confefs ; but fiill it had bec^b a &e* 
publick. 

Therefore, Sir, let us not fo fix our Eyes xm 
the World, as it ought to be, as not td be able 
to fuffer it as it is : However, let not this Indul- 
gence be fhewn to our felves. Let us Ihew For- 
bearance and Temper to others, but be fcvere 
to our felves ; Enemies to Vice in our ovirn Con- 
fciences, let us not exprefs any Horror folr the 
Vicious, left we make the whole World our 
Enemy. 

For what can you propbfc to your felf, by tail- 
ing at covetous and ungrateful Men, Ai fo maiiy 
Monfters that affright you ? 1 know that Ingra-' 
titude and Avarice are abominable Qualittes j but 
fihce they are fo common in the World, either 
you muft refolve to bear with them, or retire into 
a Defart ; and carry that Virhic along with you 
into your Retirement, which will make you be 
hated at Court. - 

If you would reform the Ungrateful, perfbade 
Great Men to make a better Choice of the Per- 
fons, whom they intend to oblige. When we 
find theiii more nice and careful in the Diftribu- 
tion of their Favours, thofe that are obliged by 
them, will make it their particular Study to be 
grateful to their BcnefaAors. If you would 
change the Humour of a fordid Mlfer, don't think 
to eftecSb it by fine Speeches : All the Morality art 
the World may be preach*d to him without efteft j 
Reprefent to him the confiderable Fortunes which 
fome have rais*d by being at a (mall Eiitpence ; 
poffefs him with the Contempt which a penurious 
way of living draws upon a Man ; fhew hitxi 
what Advantages perforn of the fame Rankj with 
himfelf, have above him, meerly by ufmg a pru- . 
dent Liberality ; and to cure him of this bafe In<^ 
terefl, don't be wanting to fct before his Eyes a- 
tiother that is honourahti, Repre-: 
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Reprefeot to your Man of Artifice and Sel{^ 
£hds^ chat all his Machines will turn againft him- 
felf. He would have his Servants faithful to hin^ 
yet the Example of his own Treachery will cor<^ 
rupt them. As he values himfelf upon his ing^ 
nious Addrefs^ in promiiling rouch^ and perforifr 
ing nothing ; fo others win claim a more inged- 
ous Right to cheat him, and every one will re- 
ward himfelf at his Expence. He entertains Us 
Friends in a fcandatous unprofitable Familiarityi 
whereby he igives them an Opportunity to fpy 
out his Faults, and to pry into his Affairs^ wim- 
out engaging them, by any Tie, to kefervedbfffi 
ahd Secrecy. ...... 

As for thoife premeditated good Offices, that 
proceed purely from Defign and Artifice* as chqr 
are only a (light Intermimbn of a Knavffli Coo- ^ 
duft, fo they produce no more than a light Sd- 
ipenfion in our Ailfedions ; and fo fooii as the 
aefigning Mifer returns to his former Prance, the 
World is immediately even with him, and tuns 
to its former Averfion. 

By the like Reafons you may make him fenfibk ' 
of the AdvanCciges he may draw from Virtue, and 
the Prejudice which a fordid purfuic of one's In- 
tereft carries with it. This is the Nicenefs I ex- . 
peft in the Manner of your Reproofs : For t 
cannot endure that vou fhould fet up for a Philo^ 
fopher^ or a profeft Cafuift, and declaim with a 
fplenetick and fupercilious Vehemence againft 
Vice. In fhort, Sir^ what can you hope 
from this fine Haranp ^ JJIPVp^ Jnimii fm 
RicbeSy and every Day 
Tour IVtalth incnafts^ 
^fijoj it J tlccay j ycu 

yourfdf. Thefc Pe< 
* otherwife ; the M^ 
Coffers, makes them 
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^ fpem in getting it. The Weaknefs of their Seiif^s 

^ is repair^^ as chey imagine^ by the Increafe of 

-^; their Riches; and when they decay in Vigoitr^ 

^they think that in fome manner they make up 

i^che LoTs^ by the Improvement of their Wealth. 

\ Your Wifdom^ Sir^ is too tefin'd for Men that 

ci are (b corrupted ; there is too great a diftance be« 

y cween you and them^ to be able to meet toge- 

B ther : Let us be content to be virtuous^ in regard 

i of our felves^ and not affed: a Probity which 

: will render us troublefom to others j let us court 

' the Acquaintance of Men of Integrity^ without 

: having any Averfion for thofe who are not fo. Let 

us bear with all foits of Perfons^ but conVerfe 

mod with thofe who can bed pteafe us. 

As there are few Men of fo confummate a 
Virtue, that they can wholiy fatisfy you j fo, 
on the other Hand, there are few (o extreamly 
vicious, that you mud be forc'd to break off witn 
them. Befides^ as we may find Defers in the . 
moft virtuous Man, when we ftudy hitn diligent- 
ly, we may likeWife difcover fome good Quali- 
ties in the Man who is lead fo, if we will be 
at the Pains to examine him. We very rarely 
find either all Virtue, or all Vice in any Man : 
The good and the bad Qualities are blended tO'- 
;ether, and a nice Difcernment may eafily di- 
inguifb them. 

A Covetous Man has his Friends, and is not 
wanting to ferve them, although he loves his 
Money much better than them. If he be a Man 
of Intered, he will ufe it in their Behalf, and be 
glad to employ his Diligence, to be excus'd from 
more fubftanrial Offices of Friendlhip. 

Another Man will deferve your Intimacy, by 
his difintereded Friendfhip, and his agreeable 
Converfation, though his Lazjinefs, and want of 
Application, niay render him unlervioeable to 
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£00, when he oughc to ad vigorouQy in you 
ehalf. I know fome Perfons of this Teinp^ 
who are at Death's Door, if they are to ftir oevo 
fo little for you, and whofe natural Supioeoifi 
will not lee them move one ftep for you ; but, « 
the fame time, you may command their Puife 
and Fortunes, if you'll excufe their Applicatioa 
and InduAry. 

As fome Perfons are coo frugal in their NaiDTC^ 
but at the fame time very agreeable, to take from 
them all Sufpicion of Exp.ence, frequent tbeii 
Houfes but feldom, and enjoy with Pleafure tba 
Company in your ovrn. 

Another Man is very ready to ferve you, that 
would not acknowledge any Obligation you 
fhould lay upon htm ; and being hitnfelf not 
very pun^ual, in Point of Gratitude, will \em 
Ac Acknowledgment of th: Favour he does yon, 
to your own Difcretion. 

There are ferae lij^ht- headed, extravagant Per- 
fons in the World, whofe ordinary Acquaintana 
you ought to avoids but whofe Raflinefs may be 
more ferviceable to you, upon fome Occa^on or 
Other, than the Prudence of the Wife. Prudent 
Men will nor aft fo vjgoroufiy in your Intereft, 
but their Judgment will help to regulate your 
Condijci. 

Beti'les, we are not always the fame. We do 
too much Honour to Human Nature, when we 
affign Uniformity to it. He that ncglefts you to 
Day with Coldnefs^^^i^ fome euraordinary 
Turn of Mind, fecj^^Kj^fK^girifcl^ %?' 
you to Morrow. 
various, made up 
us make all the h< 
and not avoid M< 
With as much 
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., tt is time to fum up^ in a few Words^ all that 
[ taiay b& faid upoo Opinions fo oppofice : They 
il have this cbditnon in their OppQficlon^ that they 
j. keep us too devoted to our felres^ tho' in a dif* 

ferent manner. 
I . The one, through FondAefs of iVertue/ which 
IS only beneficial to our felves, would carry ut 
' into a Defart, and deter us from the common 
j Offices of a civil Life ; The other brings us into 
I Society! that we may make our own private Ad- 
vantage of the Publick. if we follow the fir£t^ 
I every Thing will be Vice with us, becaafe wet 
frame to our felves an Idea of Vertue that the 
World never praAisU If we will be governed 
By the latter, there will be no more Faith, nor 
Honour, nor Integrity, left attiongft us* We 
mnft live among Men, as if we were not of 
the fame Species j indifferent to their Merit^ 
exempt from their Paflions, infenfible of theif 
Pleamres, and ftudious of ndthing but our own 
Intereft. 

On one fide^ the Speculations are too pure 
and refin d ; oti the other, too bafe and corrupt* 
ed : But we can better make Shift without a 
Oood, which . produces not an unprofitable Ver- 
tue, than fuffer the EiFcfts of fo dangerous a ' 
Corruption* 
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joBareaocacPjru: Perfaaps youarell 

ia tfais hft Cafe, yoar Silence may be I 

AeCKA of jour FocgetfulneG, than di 
"' " c^ finpofe k were, I am toal 

jrcmlbr TOUT paft Serrices, n I 

«F |uw pfdfeat [nSfieieace. I Mtf 
CO fadgne yoa for an AnTwet^ 
tfax would rob yofl 




ti» 0^^i:x-c if ^v--^ can fln'i fcime wjy, eiUiei 
t* t^:t^«ii, c^ mv Eodv elf;, to kc me know 
chi: yc<i jir; ia H^ildt" This Piece of News 
iril pn; itx a Jov. in which ^ ou are more con- 
ceni'iriaa arv cchif ; and it vol were of my 
T e ropcr. voc wfocti be of mv Opinion, that to 
be wsU, ii hc:r;r thin to conimand the whole 
W«U. No TrtjI-rcs arc worth one Year's 
Ueatdi. 

Parfcn, >if, ihe Chat of an infirm Man, who 
tnioTug 3 c>an;r of an Hour's Health, thinki 
no other S-Wcci fo [-rcper to be talk'd on. You 
were, perhaps, cf mv Humour, when you eo- 
poy'd fonie Eafe of the Pains occallon'd by your 
broken Arm, and yo:;r other Wounds. Now you 
are perfedly cur'd, relifii the Pleafure of it, and 
let me make melancholy Reflexions on the Song 
}cuhaTe taught me: 

But 
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Put, oh ! *wben Age benum's our Vans. 
No longer Jf rightly Joj rei^ains I 

If there be any Airs as agreeable as this in the 
Muiickof the FEAST OF VERSAILLES, 
1 defire you tp fend them me prick'd, and you 
will oblige one who is more than ever^ i&c. 



To the famr. 

IRecelVd, juft now> the Letter you have done 
me the Honour to write to me, with the 
Airs you have fent me. I (hould have a Thou- 
iTaiid Thanks to rerurn to ybu j- but knowing, as 
I do, your Incltnatibii to oblige ;ne, you will, I 
hope, altovv me t'a be foniewhat flow in maki/ig 
Acknowledgments ; for the continual Repetition 
bf Favours, might fatigue fo tender a Gratitude 
as mine. Be perfuaded, however, that t have i. 
due Senfe of your Kindnefs^ arid that you may 
imbre abfolutely difpofe of bie, than of any Mati 
you knbw. 

t never was chore furprizd in my Life, tfaafl 
to fee expos'd to Sale here, three little Bpoks that 
are fathered upon me, and are nbw Printing at 
jimfleriam^ It is about Twenty Years fmce I 
made fome fiiort Difcourfes on the Reflections that 
are contained in one of thofe little. Book^ ; but . 
know not who got them from me. Continue, I 
beteech ybu, to Ibve me always : And be perHia^p^ 
ded, that you'll never have a furer Friend, or 
one more f^ffipnate to ferve you. When there 
is fomethiiig Curious and Diverting, I entreat 
ybu to fend it oic ; P^rticulalriy Monfiettr Am^ud*^ . 

Htiz K^- 
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and the reft is ftill ia Confufion : However^ fu4 
as it is^ I (hall tranfmit it co you. You will int 
nitely oblige me to fend me all that's New^ pro* 
yided ic be Curious^ and fcarce. 



To the"^ fame^ 

IF I cqnfuked nothing but DiCcretipn^ I migk 
fave you the Trouble of receiving (bnpe of nT 
Letters^ and the Fatigue of an Anfwer^ whicq 
your Civility will incline you to write; but B 
'tis my Temper to confult my own Satisfaftioo 
as much as yours^ you will not take it ill if I en- 
}oy that which i find in entertaining you ; and 
all that I can do for you^ Sir^ is nQt to abufe it, 
by too frequent an Enjoyment. If you knew 
what a great Trouble it is to me to Ibrbear it^ 
you would cafily forgive what I do, for the Vio- *• 
lence I undergo in not doing more. 

1 am return'd tp a Court, after having liv'd 
Four Years in a Republick, without cither Plea- 
fure or Entertainment : For I think the Hague is • 
the true Seat of Indolence. I know not how I put 

new Life into my Sentiments: But, however, 
the Fancy took me to feel fomething more quick 
and lively ; and a fond Imagination that I might 
return to France, made me pitch upon LonJam^ as 
a Medium between the French Courtiers, and the 
Dutch Burgomafters. Hitherto, I was interned 
to take up with the Hes/vinefi^ or to fppak moie 
obligingly, the gr^gfef tt x thp Gcnt^fntta of HtU 






* Mr. de St, £vrenr 
i'u Return to Engkr* 
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Ian J } But as I do not find my felf much nearer 
France thah I was^ fo the Vivacity I ha?e ftudied^ 
is very injurious to my Repofe ; fince it draws 
me back from InJolmce, without advancing me to 
fieafitre. That I mean^ which I fiancied to my 
Pelf in feeing you at Paris :■ For^ to (peak the 
Truths I find' here a gre^t deal^ amongfl abun- 
dance of Men of Honour. 

Your Friend t)M T^vkt oi Buelungbamy has told 
me^ that I was very much beholden to Mr. de 
Lmme ^e Minifter : To whom I increat ypu to 
return a Thoufand Thanks from me. I am one 
of his Admirers ; But my Admiracion is not worth 
the Pains he has taken : And indeed, 'twas only 
his Generofity that prompted him to ad fo nobly. 
Pray, be your felf io generipus, 9s now and then;i 
^o remember 

Tour mofi Humble and 

■. * ■ 

Obedient Servants 



\. 
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" To the fame^ 

ALtho' I fhould not regret Monfieur de Lionne 
thfi . Minifter, out of my ' own Intereft, 
.xt, out of meer Regard to you, I would have 
eceiv'd ,the News of his * Dea^, with great 
orrow. I aqi inform'd he is generally lamented* 
. Parisimnd I can alTure you, that the Foreign- 
s bonpuc his Memory with the fame Sentiments 
at the French entertain of him. Whatever was 
e Merit of the great Minifters of our State, 

H h 4 foreign 



|n tie Year liii. 
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: they chey have a long Term of Years to conie : 
Bur we become more dpar to our feWes^ as we 
are neareft lofing our jfeWes. ' - 

Heretofore my roving, wandring Fancy, ram* 
bled after all mapner of foreign Objeds : At 
prefent n^y Mind contrads it felf to the Body^ 
and unites more ftr^itly with it : Not, indeed, ouc 
of any , Sebfe of If leaUre from fuch an Alliance^ 
but out. of NieceflKty of the mutual Succour and 
Afllftance, which they endeavour to afford on# 
another. 

In this languifbing Condition/! yet retain (bme 
Pleafures; but I have loft, all Senfe of Vice, with* 
out knowing whether this Change be owing to 
th6 Infirmity of a decay d Body, or the Modera- 
tion of a Mind better improv'd in.Wifdom than 
becetofore. 1 fear my Age has a greater Share in 
it flian my Virtue ; and that I have more Reafon 
to complain, than brag o£ the Obedience of my 
Inclinations. And, indeed, it were prepoflerous 
for me co .afcribe to my Reafon the Power of fub- 
je&ing my Defires, if tbey are too weak to re- 
volt : So chat what Wifdom foever. Men at my 
Years may boaft of, it is hard to diftinguifli, whe- 
ther thol^ Baffions, we now no longer feel, bes 
fttbdued.or eitinguifh'd. 

Whatever it be, when our Senfes are no longer 
afieded by external Ohje^, nor our Souls mov'd 
by their Impreffions, it is properly no more than 
a State of Indolence : Yet is not this Indo- 
lence without its Charms. For to think himfelf 
iKxempt from all Uneafihefs, is enougj^to give Joy 
to 9( itafbnable Man* The £nig)'iipit of Piea#» 
is inot always required ; the Privation of 
managed, renders our C6ndition fuffi- 

r 

isfortune befel me, I was natural-* 
if i^ without daihing this hap- 

py 
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pf Cooftiturion with any Thoughts of Confiiis 
ey : For Conftancy is only dwelling longei um 

four Miieries. It appears the moft amiable Vir- 
me in the tt'orid to thofe who are under no Aili. 
diom ; but is iroly an additional Torment to 
fuc^ as iuStT. Refiftance osly frets us j and in- 
Head of eafing the firft Pain, begets a fecond: 
Without Refiftance wc fuffer only the Evils infli- 
Aed on us ,- with it, our own Improvements toa 
Bar this Rcafon, under my prefent Calanuties, 1 
refign all to Nature j and referve my Prudeno 
for fuch a Jun^nie of Time, as I have nothing to 
fufitr. Then by rcfleding upon my ownlndo-| 
knee, t torn into Pleafure the Pains I eodiiR t 
not i and by this Means make happy the moft to- \ 
dififerent Scate of Life. i 

Experience is fonn'd with Age ; aad Wiflca I 
is commonly the Refult of Experience. But I 
when this Virtue is afcrib'd to Old Men, it does ' 
not follow that they are always Mailers of it, 
This is certain, thac they have always the Libeny 
to be wife j and to knock off decently, thofe Fet- 
ters which Prejudice has put upon the World. 
They only are allow'd to lake Things for what 
ihey really are. Reafon does, as 'twere, plant erc- 
rj' thing in oi:t Education ; which is afterwards 
in a manner quite over-run by Fancy. Now Age 
only has the Power to drive out the one from 
what fhe had ufurp'd, and to reftore the other to 
what (he had lolt. 

For my part, I obferve religioufly all real Du- 
ties. The^piaginary I decline or admit, as I 
Kke or difliw '^. For in things to which I ana 
not oblig'd, I think it equal Wifdom to rejed 
what does not pleafe me, or to accept what does. 
Everv Dav frees me from one Link at leaft of the 
Chain, nor is irlefsfor the Advantage of thofe from 
~^hom I difengage my felf, than me^ who regain 

my 
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my liberty. They are as great Gainers in the 
Xfilk of a ufelefs Man^ as 1 fhould have been z, 
Lofer^ by idly devoting my felf any longer to 

0£ all Ties^ that of Friendfhi|> is the only one; 
that is endeariti^ to me ; and were it not for the 
Difgrace of having my AfFedion ffighted^ I cou'd 
love meerly for the Pleafure of loving ; even 
where I ihould not bf belov'd ^ain. In Love ill 
plac'd^ the Sentiments of Amity entertain us 
purely by their own agreeable Sweetnefs : But 
we ought to diveft our felves of a juft Hatred for 
the Intereft of odr own Quiet. 

Happy were that Mind which could entirely 
refift (ome ^affibns^ and only unbendnit felf to 
fome others. It would then be void of Fear^ 
Sadneis^ Hatred^ or Jealoafie. It wou'd defire, 
without Violence j hope^ without Uneafinefs ; 
and enjoy, without Tranfport. . 

The State of Virtue is ndt a State of Indolence. 
We fufFer in it, a perpetual Conflid betwixt Duty 
and Inclination. Sometimes we admit what's 
ihocking to us^ and (bmetimes oppofe what we 
like ; being generally under a Conftraint^ both 
in what we do^ and in what we forbear. On 
the etrnfraty, the State of Wifdom is fweet and 
calm. It reigns peaceably over our Movements^ 
being only to govern well as Subjeds^ what Vir- 
tue was to combat as Enemies. 

I can fay one thing of my felf, as extraordi- 
nary as ttue, wz^ tluit I never felt in my felf 
anyConffiA between Paflion and Reafon. My 
Paffion never opposed what I refolv'd out of Du- 
ty ; and my Reaion readily comply'd with what 
a Sence of Pleafure inclined me to. I dQh't aim 
at Praife on account of this eafie Agreement ; on 
the contrary, 1 confefs I have often been the 
more vicious for it. Not ou| of any ^tve^Ce^ 
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Pifpolition to Evil, burbecaufe the Vice was b 
terQin'd as a Pleafurcj inftead of appearing u 
Cnme. 

It is certain, ibc Nature of Things is odc 
better difcovePd by Reflexion on 'em, irtie 
pad, than by their Impr^ons when felt. Ja 
fides, the great Commerce vyith the World, h" 
dcrs all Attention in Youth. What we &e 
others hinders us from examining well our feln' 
Crowds pleafe us at an Age, when we lore (i' 
one may fay) to diffufe our felves, Muliituiil 
grow troubl^fofiie at another, when we nacunUi 
return to our felvgs, or, ac nioft, to 3 few Frieai, 
who are moft ftriftly united to us. 

Tis ,^is Humour, that infenfibly withdram 
us from Courts. We begin through that toferil 
Tome Medium ;bct.wee6aluduous Atcendana mi 
-Retiteaieiit, We/ grow afterwards afham'd to 
flicw an old Face amongft young Fellows, who, 
iiiflead of caking our Gravity for WifJom, laugli 
at us for appearing in publick Places, whei! 
nothing but Gallantry and Gaiety is to be feen. 

Let us not Hatter our felves with our Judgment; 
A brisk Bufiooiiry will run it down ^ and ths 
falfe Glittering of a youthful Fancy, will turn to 
Ridicule, the mc:t Delicwe of our Converfations. 
Jf we have Wit, let us make a better ufe of it in 
private Companies ; for in a Crowd the Qualities 
of the Mind maintLtin themfelves but ill, againfl 
the Advantages of the Body. 

Thisjuftice which we are oblig'd to do our 
felves, ought not to make us unjuit to the young 
Men. We ought not fupercilioufly to cry up our 
own Times, or with Morofenefs, perpetually run 
down the prefent, which is favourable to them. 
I Let us not rail at Pleafures when we are paft 
^ . them, or cenfure DWsiCvqus, wKoCe Qnl^ Crime 
c Zt^apacity to en.\oY t\isxn,. 
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Our Judgmsncs ought to be alwayi the fame^ 
'e may live, butmuft not judge by.Humoun 
here is in minje fomething lingular^ which 
akes me actehdmore the Trouble^ than the 
nnp of MBgnificence. ShoWs^ Feafls^ and great 
flemblies, invite me to the Sight 'or 'em : Bu£^ 
e Inconveniencies I mufl: fulFer deter me. The 
egant Harmony of Conforts engages not the fo 
uch^ as the Difficulty of adjufiihg 'em tired 
le. Plenty difgufts nie at Meals; and Rarities 
:im to l>e an afieded Curiofity. My Fancy 
mndt recommend any thing to my Palate by 
le Scarcity. But I am for the Choice of Things 
eifily to be had, that I may preferve a Delicacy 
dependent upon Fancyl 



if READINCf, and the CHOICE 

ijf BOOKS. 

[i Ani as fond of Reading as ever^ becaufe it de«* 
; pends more particularly on the ^^kid^ which 
ecays not like the Senfes : But in truch^ I feek 
a Books my Pleafure, rather than my Inftruftion. 
Ls I have lefs time for Pradice^ I have lefs Cu- . 
ipficy to learn. I have more heed of a Stock of 
Jfe^ than of Methods of Living; and the little 
hat remains^ is better cntertain'd and cherifh'd 
)Y things a^seeable^ than inftrCuSive, The L^tin 
Authors afford me the moft, and I read whatever 
'. think fihe^ a Thoufaol times over^' without be- 
rig cloy'd. 

A nice Choice has confined me to a few Books; 
n which I feek rather y^W than fine Wit ; and the 
rue Tajtc (to ufe a Sfanijjh ExpteGSLotC) \s ^tiw^i 
buad in tb§ IVritings of co^^\^^i^\^ \^^u. ^ 



iiijcelUmmu Works of 



r" 



m plets'd to difcoTcr in TuU/s EPISTLE!) 
both his own Clurader, and that of tbofe Pei^ 
Iocs of Qutlity that wrote to him : As for Taif 
lomfelf, be nerer divefts himfelf of his Rkiv 
xidc ; and tht Iciit Recommendation c6 hb nd 
'lyrp^T Friend, is as artifidaUy inftniiatcd. as 'i 
lie wnte to pi^iofiefs a Stranger iii an Amir i 
diie grcttcft Conjequence in the World. Tit 
Letters of the reft have not thofe Turns j but ii 
iny Niind, tbey hare more good SenTc tiiantus 
■nd this makes me judge vety advantageoufly o 
the great and general AbiUdes of the Romam i 
chat time. 

Our Authors perpetually cry up the Age ot 
jfigm^, cpon the accotint of f^^j/ and Hmn; 
and perhaps more yet upon th's fcore of Maanti, 
«^o encouraged Men of Ixarningi than for ihofe 
Men of Learning themfelTes. Ic is certainj ne* 
verrhelefs, tt^t their Parts, as well as CouAge, 
began 3: that time to deciy, Greatnefs of Siul 
W2i converted to circiimfpei* Coaduift, and found 
Difcourfe to polite Convetfation : And if ffe 
conlfder what remains of M^cenaj, I know not 
Mr'hether he had noc fomething fffeminate, which 
was made to pafs for ^tlicate. Msstmas was 
^K^ajiuis great Favourite ; the Man that pleas'd, 
and whom all the police and fprightly Wits en- 
deavour'd to pleafe : Now is it not likely that his 
Judgment over-ruld the rert, that they affeded 
his Air, and aped^ a* much as they cou'd, his 
Charader? 

j^BguyJKjhJmfelf leaves us no great Idea of hisZ<- 
liniij. What we fee of 7ir,n« ; what was report- 
ed at Rome of the Politenefs of Sciph and Lalim; 
the Remains nf Cafar j and what we have of 
* CJcfTu, with the Complaint of this lafl for the 
i Lpfs of what he calls, SaUs, Ltperr; Venufiates: 

' CH.mitMSf -lw«jittfi, EtJtiT)U«, 3""'Tkivv<n ■, dl 
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thefe together, I fay^ make me believe, upon 
better ConTideration, That we muft pitch bn feme 
other time than that of ^/i^i^j^v/^ to find the found 
: and agreeable Wit of the Rmans^ as wdl ai (he 
: pure and natural Graces of their Tongue. 

It may be faid. That Horace had a very nice 
Palate in all thefe Matters ; which perfwades me 
that the refi of his O>cemporaries had not. Fpr 
the Nicety of his Relifh confifted chiefly in find* 
ing the Ridicule of others. Were it not for the 
Impertinencies, falfe Manners, and Affedations 
which he laugh'd at> his Senfe wou'd not at this 
very Day appear fo very jufL 
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I Own the Augufiean Age to have been that of 
excellent Poets ^ but it follows not, that ic 
was that of found Judgment. Poetry requires a 
peculiar Genius, that agrees not overmuch with 
good Senfe. It is fometimes the Language of 
Gods ; fometimes of Bufibons .; rarely that of a 
Genleman. Ic delights in Figures and Fidion% 
always befides the Reality of Things, tho' it be 
that only, that can fatisty a found Underftand* 
ing. 

Not but that there is fpmething Noble in 
making agreeable Verfes •, but we muft have a 
great Command of our Genius, otherwife the 
Mind is po^efs'd with fomething foreign, which 
hinders it from the free management of it felf. 

Hes a Blockhead ( fays the Sfani^rd ) that cant make 
two Verfes y and a Fool that wakes four. I own, if 

this Maxim prevail'd over all the World, we 
ihould w^t a Thoufand fine Works, the readine 



of which gives us a Tery delicate Pleafure^h 
this Saying rcfpeds Men of Bunnefs, rather it 
profefs'd Poets. Bcfides, thofe that an Capadi 
red for fuch great Performances, will not d 
the Force of their Genius, for what I can 1^ 
and it is certain, that amongft Authors, thofe i 
ly will write few Verfes, who find themTdi 
more crampt by their own Barrennefsj ibati 1 
my Rcafons. 

Excellent P(«» are Us requifice for our EnM 
tainment, as great Mathematicians for our Ufc 
But it is fufficiem for us to be acquainted wii 
their Worksj and not to engage our felves in th 
folitary Enthuliafm of the one, or to exhaaft oa 
Spirits in Meditation like the other. 

Cemick Pocts are of all moft proper for tbi 
Convcric of the World : For they make it tbdi 
BuTinefs to »draw to the Life what paffes in it 
and to exprefs the Sentiments and Paffions d 
Men. 

How new a Turn foever may be given to 
Thoughts, that fort cf Poetry is very tedious 
which is (ill'd with Similes of the Morning, Sun^ 
Moon, and Stars. ' Our Defcriptions of a Calm 
and a Tempefluous Sea, reprefem nothing which 
the Ancients have not eiprefs'd much better. 

Now a-Days we have not only the fame Ideas, 
but the very fame Exprcffions, and Rhymes. I 
•ever hcuc of the Harmony of Birds, but I pre- 
pare my felffor purling Streams J cheShepherdeffcs 
arc always lolling upon Fern, and you may foon- 
er find a Grove without a Shade in its proper 
!>cat, than in our Verfes. This muft necelTarily, 
at Icngcli, he very tedious; which cannot hap- 
pen in Comedy, where with Pleafure we fce 
thofc Things reprefented which we may perform, 
and where wc feel Motions like thofc we fee 
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A Tale of Woods, Rivers, Meadows, Fields, 
uid Gardens, makes but a very languifhing Im- 
3reffion upon us, unlefs their Beauties be wholly 
lew : Buc what concerns Humaniry, its Inclina- 
ions, Tenderncffes, and AfFcdions, finds Ibine- 
hingin the inmoft RecelTes of our Souls prepar d to 
eceive it : The Cime Nature produces and receives 
em, and they are eafily transfus*d from the Adors 
:o the Spedators. 



Of [ome SPANISH, ITALIAN^ 
and FRENCH BOOKS. 

THE Delicacy of Love (boths me, and its 
Tendernefs touches me j and as in Sp.2in 
they love the bed of any Country in the World, 
1 am never weary of reading in their Author^ 
amorous Adventures. I am more affected with 
the Paffion of one of their Lovers, than I fhou'd 
be with my own, were I yet capable of any. 
The very Imagination of thofe Amours raifes iil 
me certain Motions for the Gallant, which I 
cou'd never feel for my felf. 

There is, perhaps, as much Wit in the other 
Writings of that Nation, as in ours j but it is a 
kind of Wit that gives no Satisfa(5tion, except that 
of C'er'vantes in Don ^Ixot^ which I cou'd read all 
my Life, without being difguftcd one fingle Mo- 
menC; 

Of all the Books I ever read, Don ^Ixct is that, 
of which I ihou d be moft ambitious to have been 
the Author. Nothing in my Opinion, can con- 
tribute more to the forming in us a true Tafte of 
every thing. I wonder how Cervantes cou*J, as 
k were out of the Mouth of one of the greateft 

I i Fools 
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Fools in the World, fiiew himrelf Mafter of 4 
the Underftanding and Knowledge ima^mUi 
I admire che Variety of bis Charat^^ers^ wtid 
are of the moft uncommon Stamp in the Woih^ 
and, at the fame time, the mod Natural. 

^:-jedo, indeed, appears a very ingenioos Aft 
thor ; but 1 efleem him more for his Thought 4 
burning all his own Books, when he read 
^ixit, than for having been able to 



I am rot acquainted enough with ItalUn FQ» 
try, to tafte 'm Delicacy, or admire its Giace 
and Beatiries; I meet with feme Hiflories in thlt 
Tongue above all the Moderns ^ and fome Trca-I 
tifes of Politicks, even above what the Ancieottl 
have written. I 

As for the Morality of the Zt^/iuAi, it is fulloll 
Cmciitif or pointed Witticifms, which raihul 
Jhew a Fancy that endeavours to glitter^ than 1 
fblid Senfe founded on deep ReAedions. 

I ha?e a great Curiolity for every thing that is 
line in Frimh i and am very much diftafted at a 
thoiifand Authors, that feem only to have writ- 
ten for the Reputation of being Authors. I read 
not for the Credit of having read abundance; 
which ties me up to certain Books, where I'm af- 
lur'ii to meet Sacisfaclion, 

A/(»r.::^«'s ESSAYS, M:lbiTk'% Poems . 
Ccrmi'dti Tra 
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in Montaigne that fits 'em. The Art Military em- 
ploys the Generd ; Politicks the Statefman ; Di- , 
rihity the Churchman j and Law tl.e JuHge. 

Montaigne returns upon us^ when JNarure has 
brought us back again to our felves j and when 
an advancd Age^ in which we truly feel what 
we are, recalls the Prince as well as his meanefl 
Subje^^ from a Concern for his Dignity, to the 
more near and fenfible Concern for his Pcifqn. 

I write not this out of any Impulfe of Vanity, 
which prompts Men to make their Fancies pub- 
lick. I feel my very Soul (if I way fo fpeak ) irt 
what I fay ; and underftand my fell better by ex* 
preffing the Notion I have form'd of my felf, thart 
[ could by private Thoughts and inward Refle- 
xions. 

The Idea a Man has of himfelf by a bare At- 
tention to internal Meditations, is always a little 
confus'd. The Image which is outwardly ex« 
prefs'd^ is much more exaft, and gives us a much 
truer Judgment of our felves, when it is again fub- 
mitted to the Examination of the Mind, after ha- 
ving been laid before our Eyes. Befides, the flat^ 
tering Opinion of our own Merit, loles half its 
Charms^ as foon as it comes into the Light ; and 
the Complacency of Self-Love infenfibly vanifh- 
ing> leaves behind it only a Difguft of its Sweet- 
nefs, and Shame for a Vanity as fooHlhly enter- 
cain'd, as judicioufly quitted. 

To equal Malber^ to thi Ancients^ I requird 
nothing finer than his owa Compofitions. I 
wott^d only ftrike out of his^ Works what is not 
worthy of him. It were Injuftice to make him 
yield to any one : But it will fuffice for the Ho- 
nour of our ow)i Judgments, if we make him give 
place to himfelf» 

We may fay the fame of ComeiBe ^ he wou*d be 
above adil the Tragedians of Antiquity^ iCKe.^^^^ 

1 1 ^ wr. 
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not in fome of his Pieces much below himfelf. 
He is fo admirable in what is fine, that he takes 
away all Patience for what is indifferent. What 
' in him is not excellent^ methinks is naught j not 
that it is really fo^ but becaufe it wants the Per* 
fedion of the reft. It is not enough for him to 
pleafe us lightly^ he's bound to touch us to the 
very quick* Some Authors may be allow'd fitn- 
ply to move us : And thefe Emotions are pleafing 
enough^ when we have nothing elfe in view, 
than to be tenderly afieded ; But with Cameik 
our Souls are prepar'd for Raptures ; and if they be 
nor cranfported^ they are left in a Condition more 
uiicRfie th'<in Languor. 

ic is, I .onfefs^ difficult always to charm : Very 
hard ar Ple;jf.;re to raife a Mind from its Temper^ 
and, as ir were, to unhinge a Soul : But ConuilU 
h\ r'pvir.g Hone it fo often* has laid upon himfelf 
Sf Ol« ig^Mon to do it always. Let hioi expunge 
wh :t is HOC Noble enough for him, and he will 
leave s in a full Ad r^irition of thofe Beauties 
wi«i. h po one can '-aralli I. 

1 fiif'ulu noi cxt.' fc ro'ture for a great many 
of hv L ucrs. ivhich i[^ c»u«',:"t to have fuo- 
pirls', iiHcl hij?)fiil b..cn iht * Pi.blifhir : But 
he vvas like fbmc Far! ers, ec]u>».i'.y Ki/id and 
Prudent^ who have a nacuial AttwCtion for their 
Children, and, in fecrct, chcrifli thofe that wint 
Worth, thereby to avoid expofing their Judgments 
to the Publick by their Indulgence. He might 
have fhcw'd all hisFondnefs to fome of his Works ; 
for there is fomethir"^ jfc'cm fo Jflgenjaus^ 
fo Polite, fo Fine, a 
takes away all ReliHi 
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Zomsn Vrhanitas ; Eclipfes quite through the Wit 
>f the Italiansy and the Gallantry of the Sfaniards. 
We have in French fome particular Pieces of 
Admirable Beaaty j fuch are the Funeral O R A- 
r I O N S of the Queen of England^ and that of 
Msdame (the Dutchefs of OrUans) by the Bifliop of 
^ Cmdom. There is a certain Spirit difRis'd through 
thefe Difcourfes^ which gives us as great an Opi-» 
tiion of the Author before he is known^ as of his 
Work after 'cis read. His Charafter is imprefs'd 
on all that he fays ; jR> that altho' I never (aw 
him^ I pafs eafily from the Admiration of his Dif* 
courfe CO that of his Perfon, 



0/ CONVERSATION. 

HOW great foever the Pleafure of Reading 
is to me^ yet that of Converfation will ever 
moil feniibly affeA me. The Acquaintance^ of 
the Ladies would afford me the fweeteft^ if the 
Satisfadion we find in ponverfing with the Love* 
ly, did not put us to the Trouble of being upon 
Dur Gu^rd againft their Charms. Yet this is a 
Violence I rarely fufFer : As my Age renders me 
unacceptable^ my Experience makes me nice ; 
and if they can't be pleas'd with me^ I am^ by 
way of Return^ as hardly fatisfy'd with them. 
There are fome indeed^ whofe Merits make a 
confiderable ImpreflTion on my Mind^ but their 
Beauty has little Influence on my Heart : And if 
I am at any tiqie f^ipriz-ed by it, I prefcntly re* 

li 3 due 
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duce my Paffion to a pleafing reafonable Friend* 
ihip, that has none of the Uneafinefs of Love. 

The hrft Merit with the Ladies is to be in Vm 

with them ; che next, the being the Confident of I 

their Inclinations ; the third, the ingenious iai-| 

proving and feccing off all chat is amiable in them: 

if nothing will win their Hearts, we may3 at leaft 

gain upon their Minds by Praife ; for next to the 

Lover, to whom all muft yietd^ he pleafes *em 

moft, who affords 'em Means of being better 

pkasd with themfcives. When you converfe 

with them, take great Care never to le^ve 'em in 

Indifference j they are, from (heir Souls, averieto 

fuch Coldncfs : Wherefore, either make your fclf 

belov'd, or indulge their Paffion^^ or make 'em 

find themfelvcs more lovely. For, after all. Love 

of fome fort or other, they mufl have ; their 

Hcairs are never void of that Paffion. Dired a 

poor Heart how to employ it. 

'Tis true, fome of 'em can have Efteem, and 
even Tendernefs wiihout Love j and others there 
are as c-jpihle of Secrecy as the mod Trufty of 
oi;r ft lends. 1 know fome that have no lefs Wit 
and Dill:retion, than Charms and Beauty : But 
thofc are R:iricies, that N.ui.re wantonly bellows 
on the WorlJ, eicher by Delign or Caprice ; and 
'*ve can i:i\iw no Confequcnces in Favour of the 
Generality trom Things fo particular, and from 
Qualities fo uncommon. W^omen fo cxtrordina- 
ry, feeni to have borrow'd the Merit of Men ; 
and perhaps, 'tis a kind of Revolt from their Sex, 
to fhake off the natural Conditions of it for the 
real Advantap;es of oms. 1 ccnfefs, I have for- 
merly been more difFiC./lt in the Choice of the 
Men vvi.h whom I convcrs'd, than at prefcnt I 
am ; and I tnink my felf net fo much a Lofer in 
point d Delicacy, as a Gainer in point of Senfe. 
\ iVxn fL;i!:>ht for Men that cou'd pleafe me in 
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i cveiy* thing, I now ifcck every thing that may 
- pleafc me in any Man. 

y-,^ A Man in all RefpeAs agreeable, is too great 
s SL Rarity^ and it is no Wifdom to hunt for what 
f we are hardly ever like to find. , That Delicacy 
of Pleafure^ which our Imagination paints to us^ 
is what we feldom enjoy j the fickly nice Fancy 
gives us a Difrelilh of thofe things which we 
might poiTefs, during the whole Courfe of our 
lives. 

Not that, tp fay Truths it is impofCble to find 
foCh Jewels^ but it is very rarely that Nature 
forms 'em, and that Fortune favours us with 'em. 
My good Stars ipade me know one of this Rank 
In France^ snd another of equal Merit in a foreign 
Country, who was the whole Delight of my Life. 
Death has robb'd m^e of this Treafure^ and I can 
never think on that cruel Day, on which my Lord 
J^Auhigny died, but I may (ay, with a true and fen* 
iible Regret, 



'^emfempff acerbunfj^ 



Semper b$noratum, fie Di voluifiis, bahio. Virg. 

JiEneidV. ' 

In the Meafures you will take for Society, you 
muit reckon not to find good things feparately. Ex* 
pcA to meet Solidity with Prolixity i Agreeable- 
nefs with Want of Senfe ; and Science with Ri- 
dicule. You will find thefe Qualities promifcu- 
oufly blended, not only among thofe Men whom 
we may, at Pleafure, make choice of, or avoid, 
biit even among thofe whom our Intereft, or 
other Ties as obligatory, fhall bind you to. 

I have convers'd with a Man of the bnghteft 
natural Parts in the World, who being fometimes 
weary of the happy Facility of his Genius, en- 
gag'd ia ArgiuneQCS of Science sfnd Religion, m 
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Kcw.fts nre more beholden for the Beai 
Scnrinienrs,tlian to their own Wicor Virti 
\vhc> futlicientlv difcovers himfelf wit 
named ^ becomes an ordinary Man whei 
for himidf. lie dares fay any thing i 
or a Rowufi : A Frencb-man or SpaniaXi 
Couiai;e ; and when he fpeaks for 
cjuitc difpiriccd. He racks his Imaging 
that is Noble to adorn hi$ Old JBctm 
would fiy, that he dcbarr'd himfelf the 
of his own Wealth, as if he were not 
Ufj of ii. 

If yoi: know the World perfe6tly, 3 
in ic abunJance of Men valuable for tt 
and as ci^ntemptible for their Failin 
not thc\ fliould always exert their A 
difcrcecly cover their Infirmities. . Y 
'em often fl"ght tlieir Virtues, and foi 
t^heir Defeds. Ic rclls upoq your Ji 
inake a bitter Choice than themfel 
your Addrefs, to draw from *eni 1 
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greateft Comfort of my Life. I have known 
Men as witty as any I have ever feen, who have 
jpin'd the Pleafure of their l^riendihip^ to that of 
their Company. I have known iome Ambafla- 
dors of fuch bright Parts^ that they feem'd to me 
to make a confiderable Lofs^ whenever the Duty 
of their Charader fufpended the Exercife of their 
private Excellencies. 

I formerly thought that there were no well- 
bred and polite Men but in our Court ; that the 
Effeminacy of warmer Climates^ and a kind of 
Barbarity in the Colder, hinder'd the Natives 
from being raised to this Pitch, except very rarely. 
But Experience has, at length, convinced me, that 
there arjp fuch every where ; and if I have not dif- 
cover'd it foon enough^ it is becaufe it is difllicuk 
for a French Man to reliffi any but thofe of his 
own Country. Every Nation has its Excellence^ 
with a certain Turn proper and peculiar to its 
Genius. My Judemenr, too much wedded to our 
own Air, rejected as faulty what was foreign to 
us* Becaufe we fee 'em imitate us in the FaQiion 
of things exterior, we wou'd impofe upon em the 
Imitation of us, even in the Drefs of Virtue too. 
In truth, the Grounds of any effential Quality, 
are every where the fame; but we endeavour to 
fit the Extrinficks to our Humour ; and thofe a^- 
mqng us that pay the greateft Deference to Rea- 
{on, muft have with it fomething to gratify their 
Fancies. To fpeak ingenuoufly, the Difference I 
find between us and others, in the Air, or Manner 
that diftinguifhes Nations, is, that ours is indu- 
flrioufly affeded, and that of other Nations im- 
prefs'd by Nature, as it were in an indelible 
Charader. 

In all my Life, I have never known but two 
Perfons that were univerfally taking, and thofe 
too differently. The one had agreeable Qualities 

of 
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Of all the Men I ever kne w^ Antiquity is thQ 
mod indebted to Mr. * Walkr ^ he lends it his 
1>eaatiful Imagination, and his nice and delicate 
Judgment ; fo that he enters into the Genius of 
the Ancients, not only to underiland rightly 
what they thought, but ftill to embelliA their 
Thoughts. 

I have fees within a few Years abundance of 
Criticks, and but few good Judges. Now, I 
don't affeA that fort of learned Men, that rack 
their Brains to reft ore a Reading, which is not 
mended by the Reftitution. The whole Myftery 
of their Learning lies in what we might as well 
be ignorant of, and they are abfolute Strangers 
to what's really worth knowing. As they are in- 
capable of having nice Sentiments and Thoughts, 
fo 'tis impoffible for them to enter into the Deli- 
cacy of a Sentiment, or the Finenefs of a Thought. 
They may fucceed well enough in expounding 
Grammarians, Who applied themfelves to the fame 
Study, and whofe Genius was the fame: But ' 
they can never hit that of a polite, well-bred 
M^n among the Ancient;, becaufe theirs is dia- 
metrically oppofke to it. In Hiftory, they neither 
mind Men^ nor Affairs : They lay the whole 
Strefs on Chronology j and for the Date of a 
Conful's Death, will negled the Knowledge of 
his Chara^er, and of the Tranfacftions during his 
doflfulfliip. TuUjfy with them, will never be any 
more than a Declaimer of Orations ; or Cafar than 
a Writer of COMMENTARIES: The Conful 
the Qeneral efcape their Notice ; the Spirit 

that 




4 Waller was gemrnUf admired for the Deli" 
of Us Genius. Tberc*s fomethin^fo Mite^ 
"n in bis Arm, that nQ EngliUh Author 
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that animates their Works is unperceiv'd j and dyj 
principal Matters they treat of^ unknown. 

I own 1 value intinitely a Critidjm on the Safi^ 
if the Exprcffion may be allow'd. Such is thedtj 
cellent Work of MachLfvel upon the DEC A DES\ 
of Li'vj } and fuch wou'd be the Reflexions d\ 
Monfieur Je Rohan upon Cefars CO MM EN Tit 
RIES^ had he penetrated deeper into his De- 
figns, and expos'd to a clearer Light the feccet 
Springs of his Condud. I mu(l own neverthele^' 
that he has equaled the Penetration of Maciiavdl 
in his Rematks upon the Clemency ofCafar in 
the Civil Wars« But we msiy fee, that his own 
Experience of fuch Wars, furnifli'd him with a^ 
bundance of Hints for thofe judicious Obierva- 
tjons. 

Next to the Siudy of Police Learmng (for which 
I hare a more particular AfTe^^ion) 1 love the 
Science of thofe great Lawyers and Ciwlians, who 
might themfelves be Legiilators ; who re-afcend 
to that Original Juflice that fettled Humane So- 
ciety ; that know what Liberty Nature allows ia 
crtablifli*d Governments ; and how far the natural 
I^iberty of private Perfons is reftrain'd for the Pub- 
^lickGood, by n.ceffkry Politicks. Thefe Inftrudi- 
ons might be iound in the Converfation of Mr, 
* Sliije^ with as much Pleafure as Profit. From 
Ikybs^ that gieat Genius of England^ we might aUb 
receive thcie noble Lights j tho' withlefsExadinefs, 
becaufe he cariics fome things too far, and is al- 
together upon Extreams in others. 

Were Crot'ws yet alive, all things might be 
learn'd of that Univerfal Scholar, who is yet more 
valuable for his Reafonings than for his Learning. 

Nbw 



* A Canon of St. Lambert^: Liege ; nnd Brother to Mr. Slule, 
Sicietary of the Briefs to the P^fCy and r^/iertPords a Cardinal, 
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3fow he is dead^ his Writings refolve the moft 
anaportant Difficulties i and were Juftice only re- 
garded^ they might be a ftanding Rule to all Na« 
dons in Points ot War and Peace. His Book, De 
Jure BeUi & Tacisy ought to be the clilef Study of 
Sovereign Princes^ their Minii^ers^ and generally 
of all fuch as have any Share in the Government 
of the People. 

Nay, even the Knowledge of that Law which 
defcends to the Affairs of private Men^ ought not 
to be flighted. But this is left to the Care of the 
Gentlemen of the CArwtty and denied (o Princes 
as a thing below them ; tho' every Motneiu of 
their Reign, they give Decrees, or iffue out War- 
rants that extend to the Fortunes, Liberties, and 
Lives of their Subjeds. They are only enter- 
tained with Harangues about Valour, which is 
only an Inflrument of Deftru6tion ; and Dif« 
courfes of Liberality, which is but a more regu* 
lar Method of fquandering, unlefs they be abound* 
cd by Juftice. 'Tis true, the Doftrino of every 
Virtue, ought to be fuited to the Neceflitics of 
every one's Temper : To infufc Liberality into 
the Covetous, to excite the Unadive with the 
Thirft of Glory ; and curb^ as much as is pi ffible^ 
the Ambitious with the Reins of Joflice. But 
amongft all the Diverfity of Tempers, Juftice is 
flill moit requifite; for it keens up Order as well 
in him that does it, as in them to . whom it is 
done. Nor is this a Coniiraint that limits the 
Power of a Prince j for in doing it co others, he 
learns to do it to him(elf ; and fo it is in him a 
voluntary Ad, tho* we neceffarily receive it from 
his Power. 

I read not an Hiftory of any Prince better 
educated, than Cyrus the Gjeat. They weje not 
contented exadly to inform him what Juftice was 
in all Refpefts, but they made hiiw-put their In-* 

ftrudions 
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ftniAiom in PraOicej as ofieo as Occafion _. 
lb chat they did, at the lame time, imprint . 
Motions of Juftice on his Mind, and eftabilft 
Habit of being juft in his SouL 

The Education of jiiexMuUr was of fc 
too large an Extent : He was taught the - 
ledge o? every thing in Nature, hue hknfelf. 
Ambition went afterwards as far as his Lear 
and having encIearour*d to know all, he grew 
firous to conquer all. But he had little or 
Method in his Conquetb, and abundance of In»] 
gularity in his Life ; for want of knowing whu! 
he owd to the Publick, to private Men, and nl 
himfelf. 

No Nlen whatfoever can take too e^dol 
a Care to be juft, for they have naturally m 
ftrong a Biafs the contrary way. Juftice is the 
{foundation and the Fence of all Society ,■ witfa- 
out it we Ihould flill be Savages and Vagabondi j 
and our Impetuofity would foon reduce us to our 
Primitive Confufion, out of which we are hap- 
pily extricated. Yet inftead of chearfully ac* 
knowledging the Benefit, we find fome Relu- 
Aance in fubmitting to that happy Subjedion it 
keeps us in, and ftill long after that fatal Liberty 
which would prove the Unhappinefs of our Lives: 

When the Scripture tells us that the Juft are 
few, it means not, in my Opinion, that no Men arc 
inclin'd to good Works: But it feems to tnttmare^ 
how little they are inclin'd to zA as they fliouldj 
out of a Principle of Juftice. And indeed^ wi 
Men's good Anions exami k^ktkSfW ' ' 
'em be found to have the' 
fideiation of fome other 
Friendlhlp and Benevolf 
Springs fiom whence they 
our Njcij^tibours Wants; ) 
Genero/ity obliges :Jiir* 
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in all, is laid afide as burchenfome ; and Necef&ty 
iione gives it a Share in our Adions. Nature 
endeavours to find a kind of Self-Corn placency 
in chofe firft Virtues, where we ad upon pleafing 
Motives : But in this fiie finds a fecret Violence, 
where another's Right extorts from us what ws 
owe, and we rather acquit our felves of our own 
Obligationtj than lay any upon them by oiv 
Benelicenoe; 

It is a fecret Avctfion to Juflice that makes us 
fonder of Giving tlian R.ecurntng, of -Obliging 
than Acknowledging. Thus we fee the moft Li- 
beral, Generous Men, are not ufually the molt 
Jufi. Jullice includes a Regularity that lays a 
Conftraint upon 'em^ as being founded on a con- 
flant Method of Reafon, and oppoflte to thofe 
natural Impulfes, which are the Hinges upon 
wtuch Liberality almoft always moves. 

There is, 1 know not what Heroical in great 
Liberality, as well as in great Valour ; and there 
is a great Analogy between thofe two Virtues ; 
the one raifing the Soul above the Confideration 
of Wealth, and the other pufiiing on Courage 
beyond a Concern for Life. But with all thefe 
gay and generous Motives, without good Con* 
duft, the one ' becomes ruinous, and the other 

btai.;. . •. 

Xfwfe whom etofs Acddents of Fortune havft 
undtuie, are pitied by all the World, becaufe it 
ia a Misfortune attending the Condition of Hu- 
manity, to which every Body is liable : Thofe 
■ ' £reduc'd to Mifery by vain Profufion, raife 
npt than Commiferation j becaufe it 
" ia private Folly, from which every 
^^^onceit to think himfelf free'. 
always fuffers a little by 
b9t felf of an uneafia 
10 Folly of th« Pro- 
digal, 
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digal^ inftead of reftiog upon the ProfpeA of 
Beggar. All things confider d^ it is enough U o 
private Men to be beneficent j nor ought thiiM o 
be thought a Facility of Nature^ that lazily pt I n 
with what it has not Strength to keep. I ddpli 1 
the Weaknefs which is prepofteroufly call'd Lm 
ratity ; and hate no lefs the Vanity of thofe tbt^ 
never do a Kindnefs but for the Pleafure of boaft- 
ing of it. 



( 



Of INGRATITUDE* 

THere are not fo many ungrateful Men as 
'tis generally thought j becaufe there are 
not fo many generous Men as we imagine. He 
that in Silence (upprefTes a Favour receiv'd^ is an 
unthankful Fellow, that deferv^d it not. But he 
that proclaims one that he has done^ turns it to an 
injury, fliewing to your Difgrace the Neceffity 
you had of him, and the Relief he has given you 
through Oftentation. I would have a Man of 
Honour fomewhat fhy of receiving Obligations^ 
and fenfible of 'cm when received : I would have 
him that obliges, fatisfied with the Generofity of 
thw Adion, and not chink of any Acknowledg- 
ment from the Party oblig'd. When a Return is 
expeded, it is no longer Liberality ; it is a fort 
of Trade, which the Spirit of Intereft would in- 
troduce into Favours. 

'Tis true, there are feme Perfons whom Nature 
has made ungrateful : Ingratitude is the main In- 
gredient in their Compofition j with that their 
Heart, their Soul, and every Part is feafon'd : 
They make no Returns to Love, not becaufe they 
arc hard and infenfible, but becaufe they are un- 
grateful. This 
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This Ingratitude J which is rooted in one's Heart 

Canfiituthnj, is, of all the Kinds of ir, the moft 

oppofice to Humanity : For generous Perforis 

xnay fometimes ihake off the Remqipbrance of a 

3Benefit,to eafethemfelves of the T^ble that fome. 

Obligations are ape to give, flbc Friendfhip 

knits, not fetters us together ; and without fome 

extraordinary Violence to Nature, it is impoffible 

to refift its tender engaging Charms. 

I am inclin'd to bdieve that Women ought riot 
to refill fo generous a Semiroenc^ whatever Pre- 
tence may ^ fuggefted, frdth a Regard for Vir- 
tue. . And indeed, they think themfelves virtu- 
ous, and are only ungrateful, wheti they refufe 
their hfkcdon to palfionate Lovers, who facrifice 
every thing for 'em. To be too. kiiid, would be 
a Trefpafs on the Rights of Honour; not to Be 
lenfible enouighr, is to "croTs the Nature of their 
Hearts, which they ought to keep free from Per-* 
turbation, if poffil)Ie, but not froiti a Tender lni« 
preffioh. . 

The Ingratitude of the Soul is a natural Pro* 
penfity, not to acknowledge a Service, with- 
out a Regard to Intereft. Avarice may fome- 
times fupprefs an Acknowledgment, to avoid the 
Expence of a Return ; biit pure Ingratitude is^ 
without farther Deiigh in it felfj averfe to all 
Requitals. , 

There is another fort of Ingratitude, founded 
on a Conceit of our own Wonh, when Self- Love 
xeprelents a Favour beftow'd upon us, as a Piece of 
JuiHce done to us. 

The Lbve of Liberty has likewife its Ingratl* 
tude, as well as ^elf-Love. The only Subjedion. 
it allows, is to the Laws ; but but of Abhorrence 
of a Dependance, it hates the Memory of Obli- 
gations that (hew a Superiority in the BenefaiStor. 
^his makes Refubttcam ungrateful They thrbk 

K k tYiii 
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that a Diminution of their Liberty^ which is ai- 
low'd to Gratitude. Thus Brutus thought it vo^ 
ritorious to facrifice his Obligations co Liberty. 
All the KindnefTes heap'd on him were convemd 
to Injuries ; when he began to look upon 'em as 
Fetters. To«fum up all^ he cou'd kill a Benefit 
Aor, that was like to become a Mafter. An abomi- 
nable Villany amongft (he Partilans of Gratitude! 
An admirable Virtue with the Sticklers of li- 
berty 1 

As there are Men purely ungratdful^ out of a 
meer Senfe of Ingratitude^ fo there are fome 
meerly thankful^ out of a pure Senfe of Thank- 
fulneis. Their Hearts are fenfible not only of 
good Turns, but even of good Will too ; and 
have of themfelves a Propenfity to acknowledge 
all manner of Obligations. 

According to the great Diverfit^' which is found 
both in .Gratitude and Ingratitude, there are (bme 
poor Spirits that think themfelves oblig'd by every 
thing, as well as vain Humours, that think them- 
felves oblig'd by nothing. 

If Self- conceit has its proud Ingrates, Diftruft 
of Merit has its weak Thankful ones, that take 
common Juftice for a particular Obligation. 

This Diffidence produces an IncUnatim to Sm^ 
jeSicn, and the latter is the diftinguifliing Cha- 
racter of this kind of thankful Men. As they are 
incumber'd with Liberty^ and afham'd of ^rvi- 
tude, they raife up chimerical Obligations^ to 
give an honourable Colour to their Dependence. 

I will not reckon among the Graceful, thofe 
poor Wretches that think themfelves ^lig'd^ for 
nocbeinghurt. They are not only Slaves^ SucSkves 
that have not even the Courage, to N^o. well. 
To thefe Wretches, all Treaam Vi- 

gorous is favourable^ am) « 
•fl Inj r y^ chcy clvwk 
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I hive but one Word mori to fay about a certaid 
Gradtude of Courtiers^ which has noc fo much 
ReipcA CO the Paft^ as Delign upon the Future. 
They acknowledge Obligations to chofe whom 
Fortune has plac*d in any Poft to oblige 'em; 
and by an afieded Gratitude for Favours nevec^ 
done^ infinuate themfelves into thofe, in who/e 
Power it is to do 'em, and induftrioufly put them- 
felves in the way of 'em. This artificial Acknow- 
ledgment^ as 'tis undoubtedly no Virtue^ fo nei- 
ther is it a Vice^ but rather a Dexterity, which 
it is lawful for a Man either to make ufe cf^ 01: 
guard lurafelf againft. 

The Great ones in Requital^ have a Trick as 
artificial to excufe themfelves from doing Kind- 
nefles, as the Courtiers can have to engage 'em 
to it. They reproach Men with Services never 
done^ and complain of Ingratitude^ tho' they have 
hardly ever obliged any one^ to draw from hence 
a fpecious Pretence to oblige no Body. 

But let us difmifs this afieded Gratitude^ and 
thefe myfterious Complaints of Ingratitude ; and 
let us fee what is to be wifh'd for in the Pretences 
to^ and the Diftribution of Benefits.1 cou*d wifh in 
thofe that claim them more Merit than Addrefs^ 
and in the Diipo(ers more Gcnerofity than Often* 
tation. 

Juftice refpeAs every thing in the Diftributiont 
of Favours ; it regulates the Liberality of the Gi- 
ver^ and weighs the Merit of the Receiver. G&- 
nerofity thus circumftantiated is an admirable Vir- 
tue : other wife^ it is the Motion of a Soul truly 
noble^ but ill-govern'd j or a wild vain-glorious 
Humour^ that thinks Reafon a Clog to it. 
. There are fo many things to be confider'd in 
^•ftributipn of Benefits, that the fafeft way is 
obierveftrift Juftice, and confult Reafon 
th » to thofe we make the Objeds of 
Kk^ 'en* 
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'em^ and about what we are able to give. Bat 
e?en among thofe that intend drift Juflice^ how 
many are mlf- guided by the Error of their Tem- 
per^ either in rewarding or punilhing ? When wc 
S;ive way to Infinuation, and yield to Complai* 
ancs^ Self-Love reprefents to us as Juftice^ a La- 
viflinefs to them that flatter us ; and we rewacd 
'em for the Artifice they ufe^ to deceive our Judg- 
ments^ and impofe upon the Imbecillity of our 
Wills. 

They deceive themfelves yet more eafily^ who 
miftake a morofe fevere Temper for an Inclina- 
tion to Juftice, The Itch of punilhing is ingeni- 
ous in 'em to fet an ill Glofs upon every thing. 
Pleafure, with them is Vice^ and Error a Crime. 
A Man muft diveft himfelf of Humanity to e/cape 
their Rigour« Mifled by a falfe Notion of Vir- 
tue, they chink they chaftife Criminals, while 
they delight in tormenting the Miferable. 

If Juftice appoints a great Punifiiment, (which 
is fometimes neceifary) it is proportioned to fome 
great Crime ; but is never harfh or rigorous. Se- 
verity and Rigour are no 'part of it, but fpring 
from the Humours of thofe Perfons that think they 
pradife it. As thefe forts of Punifhments flow 
from Juftice without Rigour, fo likewife does 
Pardon in fbme Cafes, rather than from Clemen- 
cy. To pardon Faults of Error, is but Juftioe to 
the Failings of our Nature. The Indulgence we 
(hew to Women that have Intrigues, is likewile 
rather a Juftice to their Weakneb, than a Pardon 
of their Sin. 
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'i: 0/ RELIGION. 

t 

•|^ Mip;hc defcend to feveral other Particulars re* 
'1. lating to Juftice ; but it is now high time to 
^iroceed to Religion^ which ought to be our prin- 
cipal care. None but Mad-men can depend upon 
b Life that muft certainly have an End^ and which 
taiay end every Hour. 

Meer Curiofiry will make us inquifitive to know 
what ifaall become of us after Death. We are 
coo dear to our Selves to confent to the irrecovera- 
ble Lofs of our Souls. Self-Love fecretly oppo- 
fes the Notion of Annihilation. We are delirous 
CO cxift always^ and the Mind^ which is con- 
cerned in its own Prefervation, improves this De* 
(ire^ by affording fome Light into a thing of it (elf 
fo obfcure. On the other hand^ the Body finding 
by certain Experience that it muft die^ and beiqg 
unwilling to die alone^ furnifhes Reafons to involve 
the Soul in one common Ruin; whilft the Soul 
frames one to believe^ic may fiibfift for ever. I have 
Searched for all theLightl could both from the And- 
cients and Moderns to affift myRefledions in diving 
into fo abftrufe a Myftery : I have read all that has 
been Written on the Immortality of the Soul^ aqd 
after I have done fo with all poflible Attention^ 
the cleareft Proof that I find of the Eternity of 
my Soul^ is my own conftant Defire that it may 
be fo. 

I wi(h I had never read MonJUur Defcams^s ]\4e^ 
Mtatims : The great Reputation of that excellent 
Man amone us, would have given me fome im- 
plicit Belief of the Demonftration he promifes us • 
But there appeared to me more Vanity in the AC« 
furance he gives us, than Solidity in his Argu-- 
mencs ; and how defirous foever I was to he con- 

K k J vincU 
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vinc'd by his Reafons^ all chat I can do in hit b 
vour or my own^ is 19 remain in the Uncert^ 
I was in before. 

I leave the Study of Metafhfjieis to make an Ett 
quliy into Religions, and tracing it up to chat As 
tiquity of which I am Co fond, I find among tk 
Greeki and Rommi, nothing but a Supetffitioittl- 
dolatrous Worfhtp, or Politick Humane Cootn 
Tsnces, eftablilh'd for the Gorernmenc of Ma 
It wasnoc difhcnlcfor me to fee the Advamigi 
pf theChrifUan Religion over all the reftj and 
fubmittlng my felf the belt I can, with Reverenct 
to the Belief of its Myfteries, I leave my Rea(a 
to taile with-Plcafure the Pureftj and mofl peiftd 
Morality in the World. 

Amidft the Diverfity of Beliefs chac difidi 
Chriftianity, the true Csthelick engages me as wd 
by my own free EleAion, were I yet to chufe 
as by the habitual Imprelllon it has long Gaa 
made upon me. 

fut this Adherence to my own, does not Aid- 
mate me againft other People* Belief; and I nerci 
entertain'd thatindifcreerZeal which infpires a Hii 
tred for fome Perfons, becaufc they do not agree 
with us in Opinion. This Falfe Zeal is die Re- 
fulc of Self- love, and 2 fecret Deceit reprefents tc 
us an Excefj of Complacencv in our own Seati 
ments, i:nJcr the Form of Charity towards otu 
Keighbouii. 

What we now call RELIGIOKS, is indeed 
but a Dif. <■:•:,-.■ in R tii^j and not m Dtgerat Je«& 
pen. Ircioycc^- . - - - - 

D:lfer"encc t^ 
g^se^ wi:h me 
iCi\;[!'. to ;!j;rei 

r!:::nic:':e in 
c?.n !'';ver be 
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from Divifion be fupprefs'd. Men may feek one 
another as Sociable^ but they never re- unite with 
their Enemies. 

Diffimulationand'Hypocrify in Religion, are 
^he only Things that oi^ghc to be Odious : For 
whoever believes bma fid^y altho' his Belief fhould 
be wrong, deferves Pity, and not Perfecution. 
Blindnefs in the Body befpeaks cur ComfaJJlon ; why 
then ihould that of the Mind excite our Hatred i 
Under the fevereft Tyranny of former Ages, the 
Underftanding was allow'd its full Liberty j But 
now a-Days there are Notions among Chriftians, 
wherein the Perfwafion of what one cannot be- 
lieve is impos'd as a Law \Jfx my Opinion, every 
Body ought to be Free in his Belief, provided it 
does not tend to raife Faiftions that may endanger 
the publick Tranquility. Churches do of Right 
belong to Sovereigns ; according to whofe Will 
and Pleafure they are either Open'd or (hut up ; 
But our own Hearts are a private Church, where* 
in we are allow'd to worfliip * their Mafter. 

Belides^ the Difference of Doftrine in fome 
Points peculiar te every Sec9:, I obTerve, as it 
were, a fort of particular Spirit that diftinguifhes 
them. The Catholick tends particularly to the 
Love of God, and Good Works. We look upon 
this firft Being as an Objed fovereignly amiable^ 
and tender Souls are touch'd with the fweet and 
agreeable Impreflions it makes on 'em. Good 
Works follow neceflarily from this Principle ; for 

K k 4 Love 
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Love once receiv'd within, aduates a.% wifl 
and puis us upon endnvouriiig all wc caL 
locale him wc lore. All we have to feirtnd 
cafe », led the Source oflfiis Love, the Henri 
ibotiU be corrupted by cbc mixcure of any Pift-i 
ou xhogether Humane. It is likcwife to be fori 
edj that inHead of obeying tlie Onlinance of God,| 
we fbould fiaiiie Methods of fcrving him accor&l 
ing to our owq Funcics. But i( thU Love be itall 
and t^urc, nothing in tiw; World yields fudi noil 
Swcettiels -And Sacufadton. TIm inward Joy dl 
derout .SolIs, tiCcs rrom a fcctec AJTuranceibcfl 
- hare of being agreeable to God; and the miei 
Mortilications, atidjn^- Aofleritics are nochiogi 
elfe but alfe^ionate Sicrilkes of chcmleJves. I 

The Rtfonatd Rel'ghn divcfts Xkn of all COD&rl 
dencc ia ibdr mtm Merit. The Opinion of Jvi 
JtpiMJtuM, which (hey begin to be difguiled wi{h, | 
but dare not forego, led they fhoold be choughttv 
recanf, leaves the Mind languid, unmov 'J, without 
Atfccticn, under frstence of waiting with fub- I 
mifiion {or the Will of Heaven. They are Con. 
tent ba:c!y to obey, and feek not to pleaie; and 
in .1 let common Worlhip, make God the Objed 
lather of their Regularity than their Love. 

To prefcrvo Religion in its Vuriij^ the Calvimfi$ 
eiiJ».-avcur to ref«;rm every Thing that appeals 
Human; but fometimes to debar Man of wtiat ts 
Hunwn, they retrenth too much of what is ad- 
drelid to God. Thsir dillike of our Ceremonies, 
makes em ino'Lllrious to tetine upon us : yet 
when they have attain'd to this dry naked Purity, 
they find not in themfelves a fufficient ftoctc of 
Devotion ; and thofe tliat are Pious amongft 'era 
excite in themfelves 3 parricular Spirit, which 
they think Supernatural j fo much are they dif. 
^ultcd uith a Regularity which to them feeois coq 

Tfaei^ 
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There are in matters of Worlhip two (brts of 
Humouri. The one wou'd be alwavs adding tOj 
and che other always retrenching what is Eflalv* 
lifted. In the firft^ there is a Hazard of giving 
too much Out-fide to Religion^ and covering it 
with fo many Exteriors, that the real Ground of 
it cannot be feen through 'em. In the other, the 
Danger is, left afce Ugv ing retrenched all that ap^ 
pears fuperfluous, Rflllion it lelf ihould be cut on. 
The Catholick might, indeed, fpare fome Cererao* 
nies ; yet that hinders not, but that Men of Un- 
derftanding may fee well enough through 'em. 

The Reform d ufe too little, and their ordinary 
Worfliip is not fufficiently diftinguilh'd from the 
common Fundions of Life, In Places where it is 
not tolerated, the Difficulty prevents thtir Di(l . 
guft, and the Difpute raifes a Warmth that ani- 
mates them. Where it rules, it produces only an ' 
exaft Compliance with Duty, fuch as either the 
Civil Government, or any other Obligation might 
do. 

As for Good Works among the Reformed, they 
are only the Efiefts of their Faith, and the Re- 
fult of their Belief. We are agreed on both fides, 
that every Chriftian is bound to Believe, and Live 
aright, but our ways of expreffing it differ : They 
fay, that Good Works without Faith an hut Dead 
Works ; and we, that Faith without Good Works is 
hut Dead Faith. 

The Minifler Morus was wont to (ay amongft 
his Friends, ' That his Church had fomething 
^ too hard in its Tenets ; and he advifed People 
' never to read St. PAUUs EPISTLES, 
^ without ending with that of St. Janm : For fear, 
' faid he, left St. Paufs Heat againft the Merit of 
' Good'Worksy fhould infenfibly make us fomewliac 
' remifs in the Pra^ice of 'em. 

Ic 
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;ood UnderAanding in De^me. Let us but Joiri 
n Geotl If^criif and we fliall not long be of («pa- 
pite Faith. 

1 conclude from this Ihorc Difcourfe, that it is 
in ill Method of convening Men, to attack 'ent 
yy afFroming their Judgmenis. A Man * defends 
lis Notions either as true, or as hit own j and 
however it be, he raifes a hundred Objeftions 
igainA the I'erfon that wou'd convince him. 

Nature has given to every one his proper 
Sen.'e, and feems to have engag'd him to it by a 
fecret fond Indulgence ; he can fubmit to the 
Will nf another, tlio' he be free ; he can own 
himfelf inferiour in Coumge and Virtue ; but he 
is afham'd to confefs a Submiflion to another 
Man's Senfe. And his moft natural Reludance is 
to acknowledge a Superiority of Reafon in any, 
one whomfoever. 

W; our chief Advantage is to be born reafona- 
ble, fo our greateft jealouns is to find that others 
pretend to be fo, moxe than our felves. If we 
confult the Conver/ions of ancient Times, wu 
fliall find that the Souls were mov'd, but the 
Underfl^ndings very little convinc'd. The firl^ 
Difpofition to receive the Truths of ChriJUaniiy is 
form'd in the Heart. In Things purely natural, 
^is the Mind's I'art to conceive, and its Know- 

Ig^ goes before the AfTeAion for the ObjeAs : 
' I Things fupernatutal, the Soul is taken, 
~~ i^ed, it adheres, and unites it felf, with- 
jhending 'em. 

jcr prepar'd our Hearts for the 
"■ Grace, than our Under- 
His Immenfiiy con- 
founds 




the fame Movements : For in Difputes i 
ligion the Mind in vain flrains ic feif to 
us fee, what we fee not : But in a fwc 
pious Familarity^ ic is eafie for the Soul to 
Sentiments. 

To confider well the Cbriftian Religion^ 
make one think, that God had deprived it 
Light of our Minds, that it might tun 
upon the Motions of our Hearts. To love i 
our Neighbour includes all^ fays St. Psuf, 
what is this, but to require a Difpoiition of 
as well towards God as Man ? It is prop< 
oblige us to do out of a Principle of Love 
the Civil Government enjoins by rigoroua 
and Morality prefcribes by a levere Or 
Realbn. 

Charity makes us relieve and fuccour^ 
Juftice forbids us to do Wrong. The latci 
Difficulty hinders Oppoficion; the other 
Pleafure procures Relief. 

Thofe who have the true Sentiments tl 
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iiparing them Difgufls and Repentance. More 
'j^ilfol than voluptuous Pbilofophy in the Science 
i^t Pleafures ; and wifer than fevere Philofophy 
Drn Point of Morality^ it refines our Tafte to De* 
aiicacy^ and our Sentiments to Innocence* 
?» Look upon Man in a civil Society, if Juftice 
efae necelTary, yet 'cis a Rellraint to him. In the 
'^pure State of Nature/his Liberty will have forae- 
"thing of Barbarity in it ; and if he govern him- 
'ifclf by Morality, his Reafon is auftere. All 
: other Religions flir up in the Mind tempeftuous 
Thoughts, and troublefome Paflions, They raife 
againft Nature fuperftitious Fears, or a furious 
Zeal: Sometimes to the facrificing our Chil- 
dren, like Jiamemnon; at other times to the De« 
voting our lelves, like Decius. Only the Chri- 
ftian Religion compofes aT) our Inquietudes ; 
foftens all our Fieicenefs ; fets all our tender 
Movements a-going, not only for our Friends 
and Neighbours, but for the Indifferent, and 
even for our Enemies. 

This is the End of the Chriftian Religion, 
and this was once the Practice of it. If it be 
otherwife now, it is becaufe we have let it lofe 
its Influence on our Hearts, and given way to 
the Encroachments of our Imaginations upon 
it. Hence fprings the Divifion of our Minds 
about Fahby inftead of the Union of our Wills 
in Good Works ; infomuch, that what ought to be 
a Band of Charity betwixt Men, is now be- 
come the Subjei5t of their Quarrels, JealouHes and 
ill Nature. 

From this Diverlsty of Opinions has aiifen 
that of Parties, and the Adherence to Parties, 
has caus'd Perfecutions and Wars. Many Thou- 
fands have died in difputing about the Manner 
of Receiving, what, 'twas agreed on all Hands, 
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we do receive in the Sacrament. 'Tis aMifdi 
that fiiU cominuei, and will laft till Religu- 
giuts the Curiefiy of our Minds for the Tn> 
nefi of ouc Hearts ; and difgufted with the fooJ 
Fnjumftim of our Enquiries, returns to the fve 
M<Kions of our Love, 



The End ef ike firft l^^lume. 
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